
A 

V O I C E 

TO 

THE FAITHFUL. 

" He that striveth for the mastery is temperate in 
all things."—! Cor. ix. 25. 

VOL. II. 

LONDON GOSPEL TRACT DEPOT, 

WARWICK LANE, 

P A T E R N O S T E R ROW. 



CONTENTS. 

T H E C H U R C H — PAGE 
I t s origin and na ture .« , 1 
Christ the Head of the body 33 

P R I M I T I V E C H R I S T I A N I T Y — 

The effect of the word of God 65 
The evangelist 97 
The work of the evangelist 129 
The teacher 161, 193 
Ministering to the saints 225 
The service of women 289 
The public minis try of women 321 

T H O U G H T S F O R T H I S D A Y — 
Union wi th Christ 16 
Service 50 
Lukewarmness 76 
The light of t he gospel 117 
The power for us and the power against us . . 148 
How t r u t h is perverted 176 
What is power, and how are means to be 

used? 211 
The imitation of t r u t h 241 
Legalism and lawlessness 275 
The cross of Christ 307 
The absence of Christ 343 
Is i t perfection, or " the best th ing going ?" . . 369 

The chain of t r u t h in John ' s Gospel 139, 171, 235, 303 
Discipleship 267, 353 
Progress, and wha t is i t ? 333,360 
M I S C E L L A N E O U S — 

Occupation and possession 11 
Faith sees wi th God in the l ight of His word 27 
The path of life 41 
The glory and the cross 60 
" The house of mourn ing" 84 



IV CONTENTS. 

MISCELLANEOUS—continued* PAGE 
The r igh t pa th and the l ight in i t 91 
Restorat ion 107 
The wilderness of Canaan 125 
Ready to depar t and wait ing for our L o r d . . . . 156 
Tes t ing : the harvest-t ime of faith 187 
Dependence on God 191 
J e s u s Christ the r ighteous t . . . 203 
"Manifold more in th is t ime" 220 
The one Lord 252 
The Holy Ghost 257 
" T h e w a y " 297 
The reward of watching 350 

P O E T R Y — 
Alone * 31 
When He had given t h a n k s H e brake i t . . . . 95 
The inheri tance 160 
The Great Shepherd 222 
What wait I for ? 255 
My reception 286 
The watchers ^ 318 
His place ours, in heaven or on ear th 379 

Fragments 128,138, 158, 251, 254, 288, 318 

—*&®&~r-



% Ma io the faithful 

THE CHURCH. 
ITS ORIGIN AND NATURE. 

IN Matthew xvi. 16—18 the Church is 
first spoken of, and there we are told for 
the first time of its origin and nature, 
etc. Peter having confessed to Christ, 
as the Son of the living God; having, 
through the revelation of God to him, 
seen and learnt that Jesus, who passed 
among men as the son of Joseph, was 
no less than the Son of God. On this 
confession the Lord replies, u Blessed 
art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven. 
And I say also unto thee, That thou 
art Peter [a stone], and on this rock [i e., 
Himself] I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it." Here the origin and nature of the 
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Church are plainly stated. Simon was 
a stone, one to whom the Son of God 
was revealed, and therefore of the Rock 
on which the Church should be built. 

The building would be on the Rock 
which Peter's confession set forth. The 
Son of God was here in the flesh, out­
side and apart from everything, as it 
was with men; and on Himself who only 
could be revealed by the Father to a 
soul, He would build His Church. Its 
origin being thus peculiar and distinct 
.from anything of man, or known of 
man, and of and belonging to the Son 
of God, of itself determines what the 
Church is. Christ says He will Himself 
build. He does not state when, but only 
that He will do so at some future time. 
On the Rock of which Peter was a stone 
—that is, one enlightened in this great 
truth, that Jesus Christ was the Son 
of the living God, He says, " I will 
build my Church; and the gates of 
hell [or power of death] shall not prevail 
against it." I t was to be superior to 
death. The building could not then 
take place, for death was not as yet 
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abolished. But the nature of the build­
ing was, that it was on the Rock, 
the Son of God. He was the founda­
tion of it, and in Him, the eternal life, 
it would be superior to death. The 
origin and nature are only sketched 
here—foreshadowed; but even in the 
sketch, we get the great elements which 
were to characterize it all through—a 
building on the Rock. He to whom it 
was revealed, that Jesus was the Son of 
God, was of the Rock. Hence it was 
not of any thing, or any order of things, 
ever seen or known among men hereto­
fore ; because it was on and by the Son 
of God, now for the first time manifest 
in the flesh; and who, on the revelation 
being made to Simon, discloses His pur­
pose: that there should be a building on 
this great truth; an assembly chosen 
of God, as the word Church imports; 
built on Him as the foundation; and 
because in His life, superior to all the 
power of death. It is, of course, but 
darkly announced here; because the time 
for its being carried into effect had not 
yet arrived, and could not arrive until 
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Christ had risen from the dead; because 
not till then had He borne the judgment 
on man, and abolished death, bringing 
life and immortality to light through 
the gospel. 

It is here stated as a prophecy more 
than an account of an existing thing, 
though here is traced for us the great 
fundamental principle of the Church; 
and if this principle be in any degree lost 
sight of, either as to the stones for the 
building, or the foundation—the Eock 
on which the building is erected—there 
will be weakness everywhere, both in 
one's own soul and in walk here for 
Christ. For the only true place for the 
soul in life and power is in Christ; and 
in Him, the Son of God, it is easy, and 
I may add natural, for it to occupy its 
place in the Church, the body of Christ 
down here, nay, one cannot miss this 
place if really on Christ. 

Now, the Church is formed and 
manifested for the first time in Acts ii. 
The Lord added to the Church daily 
the saved ones. It is not only that 
they are saved, but there is a dis-
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tinct work of the Lord in adding them 
to the Church. Being added to the 
Lord, of course, is the preliminary; hut 
it is important to note this saying, he-
cause it marks how definitely it was the 
work of the Holy Ghost, and not simply 
hy an order from the apostles. The fact 
is, the apostles were not intelligently 
working for the Church; nor was the 
nature of the Church yet unfolded. 
They were offering to the nation of 
Israel the sure mercies of David; for the 
very existence of the Church of itself im­
plied that the nation was given up; but 
though their intelligence was not then 
up to this, the Holy Ghost went far 
beyond their intelligence, and added the 
saved ones to the Church. The building 
on the Eock had begun, though it was 
not yet revealed, further than the Lord's 
words in Matthew xvi.; there was the 
baptism by one Spirit into one body. 
The revelation that the Church is the 
body of Christ, is not given until Christ 
has been finally rejected at the stoning 
of Stephen. Then the nation of Israel, 
by their council, reject the testimony 
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of the Holy Ghost by the mouth of 
Stephen to the Kisen One; and hence 
when Paul was called, Christ in glory 
announces to him in the words, " Why 
persecutest thou me ?" that the Church 
on earth is Himself. He being rejected 
from the earth, the secret of God will 
now be disclosed—even that Christ's 
body is here by the Holy Ghost; so that 
the wickedness of Satan, acting on 
man's heart, only brought about the un­
folding of this great mystery, which had 
been kept secret from the foundation of 
the world. The Church is Christ's body 
—that is its nature. He, the Head in 
heaven, to whom His members on earth 
are united by the Holy Ghost in a union 
which exists now, and which will be 
manifested in perfection by-and-by, in 
the Church for ever, in one unique com­
pany of His body, of His flesh, and of 
His bones. But during His rejection 
His body is here, the Holy Ghost is 
here; and every one believing in Christ 
is baptized by the Holy Ghost, of which 
he has drunk, into this one body. The 
Holy Ghost unites the body with the 
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Head in heaven; and thence, all supplies 
flow down to us walking in the fellow­
ship of the Spirit. Thus when the body, 
the Church, wTas manifested according 
to its nature, it was said, " So also is 
the Christ." " For as the body is one, 
and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, 
are one body: so also is the Christ. For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jews or Gen­
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit;' (1 Cor. xii. 12, 13.) 

But it will be said, there is no mani­
festation now-a-days of anything of this 
kind. This must be admitted. But 
the power that effected so great a mani­
festation remains (if the power—the 
Holy Ghost—does not remain, then the 
fundamental principle cannot remain: 
there is no foundation and there is no 
building). The manifestation has been 
displayed (Acts ii.); but now, while the 
same power remains, there is only mani­
festation of dependence in Him who 
has remained faithful. This is the case 
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in every time of general failure. The 
faithful do not seek to recover the 
distinction which they have lost by their 
unfaithfulness; but as they are faithful, 
they testify of His purpose to which He 
has remained faithful. They honour Him, 
and do not seek restoration of honour 
for themselves. Hence the heart is re­
assured by turning from the picture of 
the manifestation of the body on earth, 
to the Head in heaven, as is presented 
to us in Ephesians i., iv., v. ChrLt 
remains the Head, though we have failed 
in manifestation as His body. He is 
Head (unchangeably so, blessed be His 
name) overall things " to the church, 
which is his body/' The Holy Ghost 
is here to fill and empower every one 
believing in Him, with the knowledge 
and strength of union with Him, the Head, 
thus imparting power to walk for Him 
down here in the Church. In chapter iv. 
He gives all suited gifts for the edification 
of the body; there is no failure in His 
giving ministerial gifts — evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers. He has given 
apostles and prophets—they belong to 
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tbe foundation. There have always 
been gifts in the Church, but they have 
not been properly directed. Surely I 
need not adduce any evidence to convince 
my readers that there are many gifts 
not only improperly directed, but many 
also smothered up by worldliness and 
carnality. All I insist on is, that He 
gives them; and if not applied to the 
edification of the body, it is not that 
He has ceased to give; but that they 
have been perverted from their specific 
purpose. But even this loss—an irre­
parable loss as one might suppose—to 
the Church, He counteracts, as we find 
in chapter v., where we are told, " He 
loved the church and gave himself for 
i t ; and as no man ever yet hated his 
Own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth 
it, so the Lord the church." He is not 
only unfailing Head to it, He not only 
gives ministerial gifts to edify; but He 
retains the ministry in His own hands, 
independent of every one. He sancti­
fies, having purged us by the* washing 
of water through the word. No doubt, 
all ministry, though the most blessed 
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gift, is only effective as the Shepherd's 
voice is heard, and as He plants the 
truth in the soul; but here He sets forth 
that He carries on the work indepen­
dently of gift—He nurtures and cherishes 
the Church. If the gifts are perverted, 
He uses means to sanctify, having 
purged it, washing it with water through 
the word. He speaks to the soul. He 
fails not to care for and nurture, though 
the ministers He has gifted to carry His 
message and mind have entirely and 
signally failed to do so. Surely when we 
pass from the failure in manifestation of 
the body here, as Christ, and contem­
plate the Head, we are filled with wonder 
and delight, as well as being assured in 
heart, of the place which the Church 
occupies in the mind of Christ. We 
learn what its nature is, and where it 
had its origin; and if we see little here 
which expresses the body of Christ, 
surely, as we trace Christ's thought and 
interest about it, we are instructed and 
made acquainted with its being, as it is 
in His heart. And God grant we may 
learn what it becomes us to manifest, as 
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our hearts are cheered and acquainted 
with His thoughts about it, in unchang­
ing faithful love. May we not excuse 
the failure; but so grow in His nurture 
and succour, that we may accord most 
truly and heartily to His love for the 
Church, which is His body. 

OCCUPATION AND POSSESSION. 
(2 Cor. iii. 18.) 

THE effect produced by beholding the 
Lord in glory, is transformation into 
the same image. If there be little 
transformation, there has been little 
beholding Him in glory. Occupation 
with Himself, where He is, necessarily 
gives me the same property as Himself. 
I get possession consequent on occupa­
tion. I am not only happy in His 
presence, but I have actual possession. 
Now the tendency of our thoughts is, to 
be more occupied with what He has 
done, than with what He is in Himself. 
People seem to think that they are 
losers, if not wholly occupied with His 
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services to them; as if they must drop 
from His services, if engaged with Him­
self. Stephen, being full of the Huly 
Ghost, saw Himself. Was he a loser? 
There is nothing we want more than 
simple occupation with Christ where lie 
is. The whole force of our existence 
here is resistance. I do not look for 
anything of this scene to contribute to 
me: I demand nothing from it. I have 
a possession outside it all. Do we not 
often see a saint under the pressure of 
some trouble which, when he gets into 
God's presence, he loses? he sees every­
thing differently, and forms a different 
judgment of everything, because he sees 
it from God's side. Thus was it with 
the Psalmist. (Psalm lxxiii.) See how 
oppressed and cast down he is, until he 
gets into the " sanctuary of God" (ver. 
17); and then, what a different opinion 
he forms of everything! and why ? 
Because he had got into God's presence 
and had become occupied with a scene 
that gave another tone to his spirit; 
and enabled him to form God's judg­
ment about things and about himself. 


