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% Ma to tht cgmth^l 

THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

THOUGHTS ON ITS CONTENTS. 

IT will be remarked at once, that the 
character of the first three Gospels, com¬ 
monly called synoptical, is different from 
that of the fourth. The principle of it 
is this:—The first three Gospels present, 
though in different characters, Christ to 
man to be received; and shew us His 
rejection by man. John begins with 
this, as the starting-point of his gospel. 
" He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew 
him not. He came unto his own, and. 
his own received him not." Hence we 
have sovereign grace—election : man 
must be born again wholly anew, and 
the Jews are all through treated as 
reprobate, and the divine and incarnate 
person of the Lord, as the foundation of 
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all blessing, and the work of atonement, 
which is the basis of the sinless condi¬ 
tion of the new heavens and earth, to¬ 
gether with the gift of the Comforter, 
form the subject of the Gospel, instead 
of tracing Him to the Abrahams and 
Davids—the roots of promise ; or to 
Adam, to bring in blessing as Son of 
man, to man; or giving the account of 
His service in ministry, as the Great 
Prophet that was to come. What I 
have said stamps their character on the 
four Gospels. Matthew is the fulfil¬ 
ment of promise and of prophecy. Em¬ 
manuel among the Jews, rejected by 
their stumbling on the stone of stum¬ 
bling, and shewn to be really a sower. 
Fruit-seeking was in vain; and then 
the Church and the kingdom are sub¬ 
stituted for Israel, blessed by promises 
which they refused in His person; but 
after judgment, when they own Him, 
to be owned under, mercy. The ascen¬ 
sion is not found in Matthew, I believe 
for this very reason. Galilee, and not 
Jernsalem, is the scene of His inter¬ 
course with His disciples, after His 
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resurrection. He is with the poor of 
the flock, who owned the word of the 
Lord, where the light had sprnng up 
to the people who had been sitting in 
darkness. Note, the commission to 
baptize goes forth hence, and applies to 
Gentiles only. 

Mark gives the Servant, Prophet, 
Son of God. Luke, the Son of man; 
the first two chapters affording a lovely 
picture of the remnant in heart; and 
after that, connects with Adam, not 
with Abraham and Moses. Hence, we 
have the blessed Lord far more often 
seen praying in this gospel; that î , as 
the dependent Man, as when "receiving 
the Holy Ghost, when transfigured; and. 
His agony is more fully portrayed in 
the garden, where an angel is seen 
strengthening Him; while on the cross 
all is grace to others; and His sorrows 
in drinking the cup, told us here, are not 
told in Matthew and Mark. Hence, 
too, we have such chapters as xv., xvi., 
the ways of grace, not found elsewhere. 

In John we have the divine Person, 
the Bread of Life, and giving His flesh 
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and blood. It is His own act in grace. 
Hence, no supplication in Gethsemane, 
but His adversaries go backward and 
fall to the ground, and His disciples are 
untouched. He gives Himself up freely. 
So in the cross He gives up; when the 
due time is come, His own spirit to 
His Father, for that is the form of ex¬ 
pression. It is very striking to see how 
He who^s declared to be God, who says 
He is one with the Father, who speaks 
as none but a divine Person could to the 
Father, yet never leaves (having become 
man) His place of subjection. He will 
say, as no creature could dare to speak, 
" I have glorified thee ; now glorify me * 
with thine own self, with the glory I 
had with thee before the world was;" 
but He will not say, I will now glorify 
myself. Yet to the Jews He could say, 
" Destroy this temple and in three days 
I will raise it up." " Before Abram was 
1 am." And they knew what it meant. 
He was God; He did not hide it; but, 
become a man, He received now all 
from His Father and was subject to 
Him, yet could ever say, " The only be-



THE NEW TESTAMENT. 0 

gotten Son who is (not was, as generally 
quoted) in the bosom of the Father," 
yea, " the Son of man who is in hea¬ 
ven." This is the character of John, 
and, as I have stated, He is then the 
Baptizer with the Holy Ghost (chap. i. 
33) the other Comforter who was in a 
certain sense to replace Him, and who 
was to be sent by Him from the Father, 
and by the Father in His name. 

I only attempt to give what, in the 
most general way, characterizes these 
books, and may help the reader in his 
study of them, in which he surely can 
only rightly learn as himself taught of 
God. This, no system of truth how¬ 
ever put, can give. The Acts give this 
baptizing with the Holy Ghost which 
founded the assembly of God on the 
earth. Then, the labours of the twelve, 
and essentially of Peter; then, the free 
work of the Spirit in many, I may say 
in all, but which left the twelve in 
Jerusalem, and then the call of Saul, 
and therefrom his labours, starting 
afresh from Antioch, only that God 
graciously took care by the call of Cor-
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nelins after Saul's being called, and not 
allowing Paul and Barnabas to settle 
the question of circumcision and the law 
at Antioch, that there should be unity 
and not division between Jews and 
Gentiles. The Jewish Church, with 
apostolic authority renouncing all pre-
tention to impose the law on Gentiles. 
Paul, however, alone teaches the unity 
of the body, and the doctrine of the 
Church. His service thus goes on till 
he is a prisoner through the enmity of 
the Jews at Rome, where is the final 
filling up of Isaiah vi. in judgment, 
after God's long patience. It is striking 
to see that Rome, so far from being a 
church, founded in a special sense by 
apostolic labour and authority, never had 
an apostle, as far as scripture teaches us, 
till Christians were already numerous 
there, and then he was there as a pri¬ 
soner, not in the freedom of apostolic 
service. 

A few words on the Epistles also! 
The Romans in the main answers the 

troubled question of Job: " How can a 
man be just with God ?" presents the 
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person of the Lord, as the accomplish¬ 
ment of promise, proved Son of God 
with power by resurrection, and declares 
the righteousness of God to be revealed 
in the gospel, because the wrath of God 
(as in His indignation against all sin, 
not in mere government of a people 
on earth), was revealed, and no single 
righteous man to be found among Jew 
or Gentile amongst men in the flesh. 
They were all lawless or lawbreakers. 
God's righteousness is revealed through 
propitiation, through faith in Christ's 
blood, shewing God's righteousness in His 
patience with the sins of Old Testament 
saints, and laying it as a foundation for 
us to rest upon. Christ's death and 
(chap, iv.) His resurrection give us this, 
justification through faith in the blessed 
witness of God's love. But from chap¬ 
ter Y. we have sin in the flesh ; our 
nature, and state, as alienated from God, 
dealt with by the truth, that we have 
died with Christ. This is deliverance, 
and a new state before God, not the 
mere putting away of the sins of the 
old. Chapters ix.—xi. explain the con-
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nection of the state of the Jews, and 
God's dealings with them hereafter, with 
this general doctrine of a common grace 
to all. From chapter xii. we have ex¬ 
hortation, only remark in chapter xvi. 
26 the New Testament scriptures, to 
which it entirely applies, are prophetic 
scriptures. 

1 Corinthians gives us the details 
of the care of an assembly of God, the 
apostle being directly occupied with 
their conduct and with discipline, to 
which we must add the doctrine of the 
resurrection, properly the distinct resur¬ 
rection of the saints. There are no 
elders, so that we have the word of 
God on the subject, and an exhortation 
to be subject to those who addicted 
themselves to the service of the saints. 
The particular assembly is connected 
with and viewed as belonging to and 
representing the whole body of saints. 
These are first viewed in their osten¬ 
sible profession. (Chap. i. 2.) From 
the middle of chapter x. the body is in-: 
troduced. 

2 Corinthians. The apostle, relieved 
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in spirit, accounts for his not going to 
Corinth, and we have a blessed develop¬ 
ment of the power of life in Christ, 
making the Christian hold himself as 
dead, and exhortations to minister to 
the need of saints, and the proofs of 
Paul's apostleship and its character 
called in question by Judaizers. The 
personal, earnest, affectionate care of the 
apostle shines through both epistles. 
We get the assembly of God and its care 
viewed on earth, without official elders, 
but the presence of the Spirit of God. 

Galatians gives us promise in grace 
and justification by faith, making us 
sons in contrast with law. The apostle 
is singularly curt and severe in this 
epistle; no affectionate preface, no salu¬ 
tations at the end, no seeking out all 
the good he can, but he trusts in the 
Lord. 

Ephesians gives to us the blessed 
relationships of the saints according to 
the full counsels of God. First, indi¬ 
vidually, as children with the Father; 
then, the assembly as the body of Christ, 
for they are risen with Him, and sitting 

B 2 
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in Him in heavenly places; finally, as 
the Bride of Christ. With that, gifts 
from the ascended Head for its gather¬ 
ing, individual perfecting, and edifying 
aa a body as to practice. The saints 
are imitators of God in love, and as 
light (Christ being the pattern in both), 
through a new man created after God, 
and the presence of the Holy Ghost. 
It is further to be noted that the as¬ 
sembly is viewed in two aspects ; the 
body of Christ (chap, i.) ; the dwelling-
place of God in the Spirit, as a present 
thing, and as growing to a holy temple 
in the Lord. (Chap, ii.) Finally, the 
saints are in conflict with the wiles of 
the devil, and the whole armour of God 
is needed and described. 

Philippians presents the experience of 
the Christian, as such, as a spiritual man. 
The flesh and sin are not mentioned iu 
it. First, the full confidence of the 
saint. (Chap, i.) Then, his gracious 
character, connected with Christ's coming 
down from the place of Gjdhead glory 
to death, and so exalted as man to be 
Lord, the pattern of lowliness, in con-
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trast with the "first Adam seeking to 
exalt himself. (Chap, ii.) Then the 
energy of the Christian pressing on, 
Christ being viewed on high as to be 
won, while we wait for our transforma¬ 
tion into the likeness of His glory, 
when He shall come (chap, iii.); and, 
lastly, the saint's superiority to all cir¬ 
cumstances. (Chap, iv.) 

In Colossians, the saints are viewed 
as dead and risen with Christ, and the 
fulness of the Head is unfolded; as in 
Ephesians, the privileges of the body. 
But the saints are viewed as walking 
on earth; yet, as having put off the old, 
and put on the new man. But it is not, 
as in the Ephesians, the presence of the 
Holy Ghost which is brought forward, 
but life. The mystery is contemplated 
as Christ in us the hope of glory, not 
developed in its fulness, as union of the 
body with the Head over all things, 
though that unity is mentioned. 

The Epistles to the Thessalonians 
are specially occupied with the coming 
of the Lord. The first epistle, His 
coming in its various bearings on the 
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saints, touching, in chapter v. on its 
bearing on the world, but only to shew 
that the saints are not reached by it. 
The second epistle treats the subject in 
its connection with the world and the-
man of sin in judgment. 

In 1 Timothy we have the order of 
the Church set forth, as the house of 
God, with a prophetic warning that 
some would depart from the faith. In 
the second epistle, the warning of its 
utter ruin, and directions for the con¬ 
duct of faithful Christians when it be¬ 
came a great house, and the scriptures 
given as the sure rule, when there was 
the form of godliness and its power 
denied. In the first epistle to Timothy 
we find him left to maintain sound 
doctrine. 

Titus was .left to complete the order 
of the churches of Crete, as to which 
we have details. The true doctrine of 
Christ and practice of Christians are 
briefly stated. 

The sum of Christianity, and the way 
of our entrance into it formally and 
really, are stated. 
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Philemon is the lovely expression of 
grace in details, and the rescuing effect 
of Christianity in the midst of the evil 
of this world in the return of a runaway 
slave to his master. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews gives us 
the heavenly system, typified by, as a 
shadow, but in contrast with Judaism; 
we have there the heavenly calling, but 
not the Church as a new thing hidden 
from all ages, and now revealed; the 
Church is never mentioned, except in 
chapter xii.; but Christ is seen as Priest 
on high, apart as an individual, and the 
saints on earth in the path of faith 
—Hebrews who had not a visible Mes¬ 
siah, or the possession of anything, like 
Abraham and others. God, who had 
often spoken by prophets, had now 
spoken in the person of the Son, the 
Apostle of their profession, and their 
Priest on high, a Son over God's honse, 
not like Moses a servant in it. His 
new character as Priest, the setting 
aside of the first covenant, the efficacy 
of His sacrifice, are developed. It is to 
be noted that while He is Priest after 
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the order of Melchizedec, the exercise of 
His priesthood is after the image of the 
Aaronic, only the veil is rent, their con¬ 
sciences purged once for all, and bold¬ 
ness to enter into the holiest their 
portion. Note too, that the people are 
looked at as redeemed, only those safe 
who Tiold fast by Christ. 

The believing Hebrews, however, are 
called to come out of the camp of those 
who rejected Jesus as Messiah, going 
forth to Him tbe crucified one without 
the camp, for judgment was at hand. 
Christianity being the full final revela¬ 
tion, the Holy Ghost given, and one 
complete sacrifice made, once for all; 
apostasy left no hope; chapter vi., as to 
the Spirit; chapter x., as to the sacrifice. 

James, though distinct as to the effec¬ 
tual grace, is occupied with insisting on 
practice, as the proof the reality of faith, 
not what the world calls good works, 
but that obedience which shews that 
faith is real, and not an opinion taken 
up. The works he refers -to are in 
themselves a father slaying a son, and a 
woman betraying her country; but the 
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greatest possible proofs of the reality of 
faith, giving up all human affections, 
and even the promises as in the flesh, 
through absolute trust in God, and iden¬ 
tifying oneself with God's people when 
all the power of the world unbroken was 
against them. James is the girdle of 
truth about our loins. His rule is the 
perfect law of liberty; that is, a will in us 
by grace, a nature begotten by the word 
of truth and will of God, which has its 
own delight in obedience to Him. 

Peter, after a short but beautiful 
statement of the first great truths of 
Christianity—redemption, birth by the 
incorruptible seed of the word, sancti-
fkation to the obedience and blood 
of sprinkling of Christ — takes up 
the government of God, as applied to 
the walk of the saint, exercised in trial 
here, in his first epistle; and as to the 
world in judgment in the second epistle. 
We have not the Church in Peter, save 
as the building which God Himself is 
progressively building, but not as at 
present set up in corporate responsi¬ 
bility, as taught by Paul. In the 
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second epistle, we have the evidence of 
the decay of Christian life, another ter¬ 
rible judgment that awaited the unfaith¬ 
ful ; the time was come for judgment to 
begin at the house of God. 

John presents to us divine life come 
down in the person of the Son, and now 
displayed in the true believer. All for¬ 
given; all knowing they were forgiven, 
knowing they would be like Christ in 
glory, but in different stages of growth. 
Apostasy was already set in, and he 
writes to secure the young Christian 
by the plain evidence of what the true 
Christian is.. The two great traits of 
life are, obedience, and love to the 
brethren : one connected with our rela¬ 
tionship to God ; the other as partakers 
of His nature. But that this, especially 
the last, may not make uncertainty as 
to salvation, he unfolds God's love to 
us, from our sinful state right on to the 
judgment day, and thus will have no fear 
in love. John is wholly individual in 
his teaching. He brings forward God 
manifested in Christ to us, and in life 
in us, as Paul, our presenting to God in 
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acceptance in the Beloved. I speak of 
the character of their teaching. 

The two short epistles refer to the 
reception of those who went oat freely 
to preach the word. Diotrephes hin¬ 
dered this liberty; the apostle approved 
it. As apostasy, seductive error, and 
antichristian persons were already mani¬ 
fested, the apostle insists on our holding 
fast to that which was at the beginning, 
that only, and that we have only in the 
scriptures. Indeed, what came after the 
apostle he cannot refer to as such. 

Jude is the terrible instruction and 
warning as to the departure of Chris¬ 
tendom from its first standing. 2 Peter 
gave wickedness as the ground of judg¬ 
ment; this, the not keeping the first 
estate. What had begun already then, 
would result in final judgment, a judg¬ 
ment foretold already by Enoch.* 

* Some hare sought to prove this a quotation 
from the apocryphal book of Enoch. This is 
not so; the doctrine is quite different. That 
book borrows and perverts what is recorded for 
us here in truth. My own conviction is, that 
the book of Enoch refers to Christians as per-
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The book of Revelation gives us first 
the person of Christ, seen, not as Head 
and Source of blessing, but as a divine 
person, though Son of man in judg¬ 
ment. Then, the history of the profess¬ 
ing Church, " the things that are," as I 
believe, first in its ecclesiastical character 
(from its first failure, on to the coming 
of Christ, and the substitution of the 
kingdcm; this the first four (chap, ii.), 
and then, in its protestant character, in 
the last three (chap, iii.); and then, after 
it has disappeared from the scene, the 
progressive judgments of the world, till 
Christ comes out to its final judgment 
and His kingdom, and the judgment of 
the dead and the end of all things; with 
episodes giving the full character of the 
Beast and Babylon, and ils judgment. 
Babylon is judged by God; the Beast 
destroyed by the Lamb. 

The contents and edification from the 

verse men, and was written after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, beyond which the composer could 
not see. That is, it was written after Jude's 
Epistle. The prophecy was possibly current 
among the Jews, or found here. 
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scriptures through grace must be sought 
in the books themselves, with that help 
which alone can enable us really to 
profit by them; and, as one has said, 
bring back a sense from them, not bring 
one to them. They are inspired of God, 
and able to make us wise unto salva¬ 
tion, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. They are that which was from 
the beginning, and which we are com¬ 
manded to hold fast and to abide in. 

The Lord grant my reader to do so ! 

God has a spot for us which satisfies His love, 
reserved, even as the fatted calf was something 
reserved—kept for the one saved by grace, which 
no one had before tasted of. This spot He 
secured for us by the cross; but if we would 
enjoy it, we must refuse and deny everything 
judged in the cross; for if it was only by the 
cross that God could secure that spot for us, 
surely we can only enjoy it in proportion 
as we are apart from that which made the cross 
needful. 

Nature has circumstances between itself and 
God. Faith has God between the heart and 
circumstances. 



THE RAPTURE—OUR PROSPECT. 
(1 Thess. i., iv.) 

How grace turns everything to the 
praise of God when His children are 
walking in obedience. These Thessa-
lonians could not solve the difficulty of 
those who were gone to the Lord, and 
he takes occasion of this, which would 
work round, stirring up painful feelings, 
to open out fresh and glorious truths. 
The great thought in chapter i. is wait¬ 
ing for God's Son from heaven. Here 
are hearts individually set upon a person 
out of sight, and who feel that nothing 
can satisfy them hut Himself. There 
is an answer in the heart of the believer 
to the person of the Lord Jesus. The 
very thought of belonging to Him—of 
His being now on the throne of the 
Lord God Almighty, bearing our names 
individually there—is not that surely 
enough to make us respond to His 
love—to make us wait for Him from 
heaven ? 

Chapter iv. 13—18. The real value 
of the passage turns on individual love 
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to Christ. It is the uncovering of what 
was hidden; it is about God's next step 
when He puts forth His Son, bright 
with all His crowns of glory. But 
what is that to me, if I do not love 
Him ? If I do, shall I not care for His 
glory, and for the detailed accounts of 
that which I wait for ? Thus I am 
told it is " the Lord Himself who shall 
descend, &c. It is not an action wrought 
upon Him, but His own action, and all 
His actions are an expression of the 
mind and will of God. Himself the 
Lord ! aye, Come, Lord. Even if there 
be things practically inconsistent about 
me. Through the connecting link be-; 
tween me and the Father's house, I say 
"Come." And who is to speak the. 
word ? He too !—the Lord, who has. 
been guiding my steps all through the. 
wilderness. What will be the sign of 
His appearing ? His voice ! How 
shall I know it; I never heard it yet 7. 
Ah, but faith knows Hinj, and when 
He speaks, faith will respond, and it 
will not then be these soft whispers in 
which He so often speaks to us now, 
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bnt it will be " with a shout." This 
word is the one always used to denote a 
regulating word. Christ the regulator 
of everything will give the regulating 
word, and what will be the effect of 
that voice ? Oh ! what a thrill will per¬ 
vade all minds that are in harmony with 
God ! Can any be attuned with God's 
mind, and not have a thrill through the 
soul, when His beloved Son rises up 
from the throne to fetch His children 
home ? Impossible. Angels who excel 
in strength and do His commandments, 
would they grudge Him any place ? 
No. They have the mind of God ac¬ 
cording to their capacity, and so the 
archangel takes up the note, and God 
Himself comes in at the end as giving 
His full sanction to what His Son has 
done. " The Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God." It would take a whole volume 
to express the thought that wakes up 
with that little clause. Oh ! what a 
sight will that be when you and I in¬ 
dividually shall see the Lord descend 
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to shew the character of His Father's 
love, and give confidence to the hearts 
of His people who are to be ushered 
into His Father's house. No one could 
I follow happily in there but Himself ! 
We ought to meditate on what it will be 
to see Him—to be with Him—to behold 
Him rise up and come forth. 

"The dead in Christ shall rise first. 
Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up," &c. The double 
glory of the resurrection and of the life 
stands out here, and the state of His 
saints gives occasion for the display of 
both ; and, as usual according to His 
grace, it is the weakest first thought of. 
For them He puts forth resurrection 
power. What a field of glory is that ! 
Martyrs and saints, their bodies burnt, 
and ashes scattered to the winds, or 
some just fallen asleep, unlike those 
whose dust is findable nowhere. But 
the Lord knows where it all is, and lets 
a virtue in Himself attract every particle 
and raises it up a glorious body. I may 
say I cannot get rid of this body of sin 
and death. Cannot ? Nay, I rather 


