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@ Yoice to the Suithful,

THE TOWER AND AGENT OF
TESTIMONY.

Pexpine the coming of the Lord, there
is no subject of greater. importance to
the saint than the presence of the Holy
Ghost and His offices on earth. The
mission of the Comforter or Paraclete is
twofold. One part of it we get in John
xiv. 26, where the Father sends Him to
the saints, His object being to teach
them; the other in John xv. 26, where
Christ sends Him, and He says of Him,
“ He shall testify of me.” Now here we
have the same Person sent for two dis-
tinct objects, in connection with Christ's
own on earth. The mission is as definite
as possible : and when the thorough
failure and break down of man, as man
in responsibility, under every trial, and
in every dispensation is seen, there is no
VOL. V. B
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difficulty in seeing that the only power
or agent of teaching or testimony must
be one entirely new-—even the Holy
Ghost; and then the Holy Ghost’s pre-
sence would be hailed as the greatest
present favour from God.

It will be admitted by the intclligent,
that the child of Adam can do nothing
of himself; that he must be born of the
Spirit (John iii.); that the fountain of
living water in him springing up into
everlasting life (John iv. 13)—the living
waters flowing from him (John vii. 38)
—the Comforter during Christ’s absence
(John xiv)—is the Holy Ghost. But
while the services of the Holy Ghost to
us individually are more or less seen and
enjoyed, the fact of His being the sole
power and agent of testimony is not
practically accepted or believed. The
Holy Ghost cannot be accepted as the
gole power and agent of my blessing
until I see and own the total failure of
man to answer in any way to the mind
of God. If they that are in the flesh
cannot please God, and if I, through
grace, am born of the Spirit, it is plain
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that if T hold this truth simply, I must
discard what is of man, and depend only
on the Spirit of God. It becomes a very
distinct question—1Is it the Spirit or the
flesh? The one great principle of chris-
tign life is “ We are not in the flesh
but in the Spirit.” The Corinthians
must not tolerate it (the flesh); the
Galatians must not return to it. “If
we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the
Spirit.” If I am expecting strength
from any other source than the Spirit of
God, I am not really convinced of the
utter helplessness of the flesh. I betray
a confidence in the flesh when I look
away from the Spirit of God. I might
be even doctrinally assured that there
is no gain in looking to the flesh; but
it is the practice which determines the
measure in which a doctrine is really
held. It is a great point to be in heart
and conscience convinced that there is
nothing for the soul now before God but
what the Spirit produces. If man in
the flesh has utterly failed, it must be
so; but souls take often much time and
suffering to learn for themselves that
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they are to have no confidence in the
flesh. When this is truly learned, it
will be easy to see that there can be no
power or agent of testimony here but
the Holy Ghost. .

The difference between the two offices
of the Holy Ghost is; in the first (John
xiv.), the Comforter makes the saint
His object 3 in the other (John xv., xvi.),
Christ is the object—He comes to us to
testify of Christ. DBesides the incom-
petence and weakness of the flesh, and
hence the need of power from the Spirit
of God in man’s soul, for new life and for
everything, man has condemned himself
in rejecting the Son of God come here
in grace; as the Lord says,  If I had
not come and done among them the
works which none other had done, they
had not had sin; but now they have no
cloak for their sin.” Kingsand rulers—
Herod and Pontius Pilate — used the
power given of God to man for rule and
government here, to crucify His own
Son, the heir of all things; and now,
either He must surrender His rights
here to man, who has reached the climax
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of iniquity in rejecting Him (which
would be unrighteous), or He must
maintain them by a new power; and
hence He says, ¢ the Comforter whom I
will send unto you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from
the Father, he shall testify of me.” Now
it is evident that if a new power comes
into the world to maintain the rights of
Christ in it, He must be not only opposed
to the world in all its influences, but also,
in order to maintain them for Christ,
He must be superior to the whole com-
bined force of it. But as this power is
invisible except to faith, while the power
of the world is always before our eyes,
it is evident that when we use the visi-
ble, we Liave practically turned away from
the invisible. This great and invisible
One is the power and agent of testimony,
and if T am of Him, and in connection
with Him, T cannot be connected with
that which He opposes and overcomes.
He does not come to aid or turn to ac-
count anything of the world; He does not
come to win over or accept any of the
power or influence of the world, He
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comes to conviet the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment. It is
not to convert the world, because if it
were converted, it would cease to be the
world—they would be of Christ. But
the meaning of this passage is that the
Holy Ghost is the One who, by His pre-
sence here, is conclusive evidence of the
world’s sin. His being here proves the
sin of the world, in that they did not
believe on Giod manifest in the flesh; for
if they had believed on Him, e would
be ruling here, and not the Holy Ghost
sent down to testify of Him. His pre-
sence here also convicts of righteousness,
in that the One who was refused here
has gone to the Father, and is no more
seen as He was here. The world would
not have Him, but the Father would.
The world and the Father are at issue.
The world refused Him, but the Father
claimed Him. Thus righteousness is not
in the world but with the Father; and,
lastly, the Holy Ghost being here is
convincing evidence of the fact that the
prince of this world is judged. The
power that has aided and set on the



POWER AND AGENT OF TESTIMONY. 7

world has been overthrown in the cross,
and now a greater power here makes it
evident that he is judged.

Now seeing that this great invisible
power is here convicting the world, there
must be the most unrelenting opposition
between the two. How could the Spirit
be here—a distinct invisible power, an
incontrovertible evidence against the
world, and not be in every way opposed
to it? Nothing can be plainer than
that, if there be a power here to testify
of Christ where He has been refused, it
.must resist and oppose the power which
has refused Him. It caunot form any
coalition with the adverse power or ac-
cept any countenance or support from it.
Nay, as the Holy Ghost is invisible and
in direct opposition to the world, the
world could not offer or lend any support
to Him ; nor does Heneed it, for His power
is superior to the power of the world.
The Holy Ghost is here as a new and
superior power to testi(y of Christ, and
in so doing, He is evidence against the
world; and thus the antagonism between

“them must be direct and continual.



8 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL.

‘When the Church—Christendom—=
lost sight of the peculiar insulated
position of the Holy Ghost here, as
both opposed to the world and the
power which governed it, then clerical-
ism sprang up, and a hierarchy was
set up to do that which only belonged
to this new and invisible one-—the
true power and agent of testimony.
And then every thing was accepted from
the world which tended to make the sys-
tem more effective, as binding man to it.
And in doing this, the great fact of the
Holy Ghost being here to.testify of
Christ, and maintain His rights, was over-
looked. In a word, it was practically
assumed that man could be the power
and agent of testimony, which in itself
is at variance with the fact that man
had disqualified himself. Man has cru-
cified the Lord of glory, and he cannot
in any way be the power or agent of
testimony—he is disqualified for ever.
The word to him is, ¢ Put up thy sword
into its sheath: they that take the sword
shall perish by the sword;” the power
of the world will be no help but a de-
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struction. If the servant of Christ does
not apprehend the power and presence
of the Holy Ghost, if ke is not attached
to it, he seeks some power from the
world; and then he is in this anomalous
position—namely, deriving support and
countenance from the very power which
rejected Christ, and expecting to testify
of Christ through that which refused
Him! This is absurd in itself, and in-
consistent; whereas if he were in com-
pany with the Holy Ghost, he would
understand the true power of testimony,
and he would find himself entirely sepa-
rated from the world, and refusing to
accept from 1it, because of being asso-
ciated with the Holy Ghost, who both
convicts it, and is in every way superior
to it.

The question narrows itself into this—
Can man maintain for Christ now, as
the armies of Israel did aforetime? or
‘has man been set aside as an agent of
testimony, and a new power sent into
the world, invisible to the world, but
known to faith, which is evidence against
the world and is superior to it? If it be

B2
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admitted that the Holy Ghost has been
sent to testify of Christ, and that He
convicts the world, it is evident enough
that no ome in association with Him
ean borrow or accept any help or
countenance from the world; for the
moment he does so, in any small degree,
he passes from the power and agent of
testimony to that which He is in testi-
mony against; and this is the great sin
of Christendom. KEvery one, when really
walking with the Lord, will find practi-
cally that no temporal influence aids
him in the service of Christ, but often
has a contrary effect.

See Paul at Philippi. (Acts xvi.) No
matter what the extent of discourage-
ment, he will not accept countenance
from the prince of this world, and con-
sequently he endures all the opposition
of the world; but the end is, the Spirit
of God, that unseen power on whom the
apostle depends, lays hold of the soul of
the jailer, and manifests that there is a
greater power than all the power of the
world. How different is Paul at Jeru-
salem (Acts xxil.) when he drops into
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nature's line, and then he accepts what
influence and position will confer on him.
In Philippi he does not save himself the
scourging by pleading that he is a Ro-
man, which he does at Jerusalem. The
moment the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost as the only power and agent of
testimony is lost sight of, then there
amust be a turning to Egypt for help in
some form or other, and the “ bleating
of the sheep” tells the tale of the church’s
inability, like Saul, to be entirely supe-
rior to Amalek. (1 Sam. xv. 14.)

In conclusion, the Holy Ghost is now
the agent of testimony, but man is the
vessel; a vessel is controlled by him who
uses it; and hence if any means but the
Bpirit’s power be used, then the vessel is
used by another power, and this implies
that the Spirit’s power is insufficient, and
that Christ’s testimony can be supported
by human and worldly means; while on

"the contrary, I believe from scriptare,
that every worldly means or instrumen-
tality used, whatever be the appearances,
hinder and damage the true testimony.
Things at I} uhppl seemed more prospe-=
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rous when there was a great proclama-
tion of the apostle’s mission; but the
fact is, that there was more true power
at work when the violence of man was
at its height in opposition, and the new
invisible power was about to establish
the testimony through the means of his
faithful vessel.

The Lord guide and uphold His ser-
vants in this day in the fellowship of
the Holy Ghost, the only power and
agent of testimony.

LOVE'S RETURN.

As T receive love I return it. There is
a point or two of great moral beauty and
interest (among many others) in the
closing chapters of the Gospel of John,
which I desire to introduce to your
readers. It is connected with the re-
currence of the expression, ¢ That dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved,” a phrase with
which all are familiar, as applied to
John. Tt first occurs in chapter xiii,,
when the Lord had quoted that scripture
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after the supper, “ He that eateth bread
with me, hath lifted up his heel against
me.” The disciples, unacquainted at
that time with the fact that one of
them should betray their Master, and
likewise ignorant of the terrible proof
about to be manifested, of the break-
down of human nature in the little
circle gathered into the closest intimacy
with their Lord, “looked one upon
another, doubting of whom he spake.”
Each could suppose the other capable of
such an act rather than himself: ¢ Is thy
servant a dog, that he should do this
great thing?” The love of all was in
question, and each looked on his fellow.
What more than this could they do
at such a crisis? * Now there was lean-
ing on Jesus’ bosom, one of his disciples
whom Jesus loved. Simon Peter there-
fore beckoned to him that he should ask
who it should be of whom he spake.”
It is the consciousness and delight of
being loved by another, and such a one,
much more than the fact of our own
love to that object, which draws heart
to heart, and in the confidence of rest
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plants the head on the bosom of un-
ruffled peace. e then, lying on Jesus’
breast, saith unto Him, Lord, who is
it? The disciple whom Jesus loved can
put a question which none else durst ask.
“ Jesus answered, He it is to whom 1
shall give a sop when I have dipped it.
And when he had dipped the sop, he
gave it to Judas Iscariof, the son of
Simon. And after the sop Satan entered
into him.”

The love that takes its rise in the
bosom of the Lord, and which specially
owns this disciple for its object, not only
gives a boldness of speech to him, of
which none of the others are capable,
but (chap. xx.) gives swiftness of foot
too. When the Lord was announced in
that new place for man, as “the first
that should rise from the dead,” Mary
Magdalene “ runneth, and cometh to
Simon Peter, and to the other disciple
whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them,
They have taken away the Lord out of
the sepulchre, and we know not where
they have laid him. Peter thercfore
went forth, and that other disciple, and
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came to the sepulchre. So they ran
both together: and the other disciple
did outrun Peter, and came first to the
sepulchre.” The man whose head lay on
the bosom, in the consciousness of the
Lord’s love to him, is in the secret place
from whence the spring and motive come
forth that make him quicker of foot
than any else, when the empty sepulchre
of their risen Lord is the object. And
we, who are more under the anointing of
the Holy Ghost than they were, can say,
thig is all as it should be, for the dis-
ciple’s head on the breast of Jesus, in
communion with His unfathomable love,
is declared to be the real power for
devotedness of service, whether by hand
or foot.

Chapter xxi. supplies another instance
of the quickness of eye on the part of
“the disciple whom Jesns loved,” in dis-
cerning the Lord at the sea of Tiberias.
“ When the morning was now come,
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disei-
ples knew not that it was Jesus.” In
this well known passage the Lord in
resurrection directs the entive service of
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the fishers, and when ¢ they were not
able to draw it for the multitude of
fishes, therefore that disciple whom Jesus
loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord I”
whatever else Peter might do and did
when he heard it was the Lord, yet it
was the love from the bosom that en-
abled John to be quicker of cye, as he
had been swifter of foot than any other.

It is of further interest to notice in
the close of this chapter, the love of
Christ which brings forward both these
disciples (Peter and John), and is ocen-
pied, as such a love must be, by asso-
ciating Peter with the path of suffering
and glory which the Lord had just
trodden and left, and speaking of the
last steps in it, as ¢ the death by which
Ie should glorify God.” Could love do
more than this for Peter, or could the
same love do less for John though in
another way?

“Then Peter, turning about, seeth
the disciple whom Jesus loved following ;
which also leaned on his breast at sup-
per, and said, Lord, which is he that
betrayeth thee? Peter seeing him saith



LOVE'S RETURN. 17

to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man
do? Jesus saith unto him, If T will
that he tarry till 7 come, what is that
to thee?” The love of the Lord thus
associated these two disciples with Him-
self in His own steps and ways; Peter
by death, a death too ¢“in which Ae
should glorify Glod;” and John in the
patient endurance of a love which could
reckon with his Lord ¢ a thousand years
to be but as ome day; or one day as a
thousand years,” and tarry till He come
again, if the bosom of Jesus, where he
reclined and dwelt, so ordered it and
qualified him.

In chapter xix. there is an action of
the Lord which must not be passed over.
“ Now there stood by the cross of Jesus,
his mother, and his mother's sister,
Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw
his mother, and the disciple standing by
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother,
Woman, behold thy son! Then saith
he to the disciple, Behold thy mother !
And from that hour that disciple took
her to his own home.”
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In this action we surely see the con-
fidence of a love which could commit
that mother to the care of this disciple,
of whom Simeon had said, “ Yes a
sword shall pierce through thine own
soul also.” This confidence found but
its own ready response in the heart of
John, for “from that hour” the disciple
whom Jesus loved, and Mary the mother
of our Lord, knew but one and the self-
same home. The love of Christ—when
He rose from supper, and laid aside His
garments, and took a towel and girded
Himsgelf, and began to wash the disci-
ples’ feet—was the example left by Jesus
to His own which were in the world,
+¢“that they should do as he had done to
them;” and this love was faithfully fol-
lowed by John. A love that has its
origin in the bosom, never knows a bur-
den; and Jesus gives His mother to this
disciple, that she might be the object
and proof of a new-born charity which
“never faileth and is kind.” Besides
this, there was a love wherewith the Son
of God was peculiarly loved —¢ The
Father loveth the Son.””  His own love !
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But in chapter xvii., @il that was
Christ’s opens itself out in its vast di-
mensions, incomprehensible to all else
save the Father and the Son, neverthe~
lIess for us. ¢ O righteous Lather, the
world hath not known thee: but T have
known thee, and these have known that
thon hast sent me. And I have declared
unto them thy name, and will declare it:
that the love wherewith thou hast loved
me may be in them, and I in them.”
His unjealous breast lets us into the
speciality of this love, wherewith the
Father loves the Son.

This wonderful prayer shews us how
the Lord surrounds Himself with the
objects of His own grace, having given
to them eternal life, by which to know
the only true God and Himself. More-
over, The glory which thou hast given
me, I have given them, that the world
may know that thou hast loved them as
thou hast loved me. “1 in them, and
thou in me, that they may be made per-
fect in one.” A love, in truth, that
must have us like Himself, and with
Himself, wherever that may be, ¢ Fa-
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ther, I will that they also whom thoun
hast given me be with me where I am;
that they may behold my glory which
thou hast given me: for thou lovedst
me before the foundation of the world.”

On our parts, thus wrought upon by
such a love, and maintained in us now by
the Holy Ghost, who sheds it abroad in
our hearts, snd pervades the inner man,
we add our only proper reply— The
love of Christ constraineth us; because
we thus judge, that if one died for all
then were all dead;. .. .that they which
live should not henceforth live unto
themselves,” &c. Love has thus run its
course, having compassed its own heights
in righteous title with God in glory,
and its own depths in grace (with the
men whom the Father had given Him
out of the world) fcr the eternal delight
of the Son, for our unchangeable bless-
ing, and for the accomplishment of the
Father’s counsels in wisdom, power, and
peace.

Exploit is not faith, though faith performs
great exploits.
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THE MOTIVE AND PURPOSE OF GOOD
WORKS.

Tue first desire of Saul of Tarsus when
brought to God was, ¢ Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?” There is an im-
mediate sense, on being a new man in
Christ, that there is a new line of action.
New powers and abilities necessarily
demand new activities. The nature of
the new man being of God, he is de-
pendent on God; and as he is, he will
manifest the grace and kindness of God
in this evil world. “ God is love, and
he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God
and God in him.” According as there
is dependence, there is ability from God
to do as occasion requires, whatever
would please Him and declare Him.
Without works faith is dead, being
alone; but the faith comes before the
-works, so that with the new man it is
faith that worketh by love. Love then
is the motive of good works, and faith
the sustainer of them. To understand
the nature and purpose of the love of
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there is an of
within, the motive and cannot
be of or from

PRAISE.
hast given
for thy chosen
Thou hast things
To thy lowly little ones.
Praise is
Give us, Lord, a heart to
mercy thou dost give,
for pilgrims'
Living streams of waters flow,
Ever welling  thy heart.
"Praise is
Teach us how to lisp it forth.
Thou hast portioned  with
Boundless as the heart's
Thou hast stored for usin Christ
More than neediest need

is
And to we praises bring.
'tis well thy praise to sing,
Meekly to

Countless mercies to recount,
goodness o'er and O'er.
Praise is
is he thine."



