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A Voice to the Fithful,

e

MATTHEW’'S GOSPEL.
PART IIL*

WEe find in chapter ix. the work of the
Lord, its character in grace ; as His
person, in chapter viii. (still more
definitely in Israel), but rejected. The
Lord returns to Ilis own city (Caper-
naum), but away from the scene which
closed the last chapter, which is complete
in itself: the world rejecting Him, and
He leaving it. Now He is again seen
in the midst of His service in Israel.
Faith Lrings one smitten in his body.
The Lord is still here as Emmanuel, but
man in their midst, but declares Him-
self there with the promised blessing of
Jehoval’s presence in grace. It is not

* The paper called, “Jesus our Patiern,” &e.
(vol. v., page 225), is the first part of Matthew’s
Gospel,
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2 A VOICE TO THE FAITIIFUL,

here redemption, though indeed there
could be no such forgiveness without it,
but the application of forgiveness in
grace in Israel as in Psalm ciil., and for
present blessing Israel must be forgiven.
The Lord comes with it and it is a direct
testimony to forgiveness, or He might
have simply healed as elsewhere. DBut
when Jebovah came in grace, He for-
gave all their sins and healed all their
infirmities. The Lord announces the
presence of Jehovalh to do the former.
The scribes murmur within themselves,
Who could forgive but Jehovah? but
He who knows the thoughts was there
and proves by the other part of the verse
that the Lord was there in the power of
grace. He heals his infirmity at once.
We may remark that in this, as in
the last chapter, He takes the title of
Son"of man, His title of predilection in
love to us, wider than Christ, which
thongh Ife was, He did not come to
take, and never takes in Israel. Heis
there as Emmanuel Jehovah, to save
His people; but as Son of man, a title
of all-importance: the one who takes
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the kingdom in glory from heaven; yea,
has all things under His feet. Christ
never presents Himself as Christ.  The
Son of man was to be strong for God
(Psalm lxxx. 17); but now He was to
suffer. But God, though in the midst
of His people, must, when down here,
take, in His nature and work, His place
in connection with men, beyond all re-
lationship in law, the rejected one on
earth. The Son of man has power on
earth to forgive sins: so the crowd says,
‘ such power to men.” TForgiveness then
was there. - And grace to sinners. He
was there in that character. He goes
and eats with publicans, having called
Matthew who was one. It was not the
outside which governed His path. God
was there and the work was to be the
effect of His presence and grace, not
dependent on what He found. And He
knew the heart, and the vessels to choose
to be under the effect of that grace as
instraments of it. DBut the principle of
the work was the principle of grace; He
came not to find, but to bring what was
needed, and the vessels to receive it for .
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service were vessels chosen, divinely
known, and wrought by grace into new
and fitting instruments. He is there
then forgiving sins, and eating with
sinners, but it is Jehovah who heals.
(Psalm ciii.) But the revelation as to
the work goes further. It could not be
put into old Jewish forms and take up
what was there as vessels to hold it. A
publican was to be an apostle, a pharisce
at best learn that he must be wholly
born again. And none of the old forms
of righteousness really connected with
the flesh, and man in the flesh, could
receive the new wine; the doctrine of
grace in power came by Jesus Christ.
All this belonged to flesh, but could not
hold divine power. It had seemed to
test man’s flesh, but what was come
now was divine power in grace, and
what was wholly new must have its own
vessels.  Besides, the Bridegroom was
there: it was not the time for the chil-
dren of the bridechamber to fast. The
time would come for that. It is striking
how the Lord always holds out His own
rejection as a part of His history. The
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Son of man must suffer, the Bridegroom
be taken away. It was Jehovah there
in grace, could not adapt itself to the
old vessels, and only drew out the hatred
of man, and of Israel, who preferred its
vessels as giving them importance, to
God Himself, and that revealed in grace.

The following recital contains the true
history of Israel coming to it as just
dying,* He has to deal with it as dead,
and can, but those who on the way with
Him have faith in Him are fully healed
when all help failed. The virtue and
power of life was in Him, though in re-
sult He had to vivify a really dead
Israel. Such is the history of the
ministry of the Son of man—Jehovah
in Israel. Two accessory effects of His
power are added as to its special character
as to Israel, appealed to under the
name of Son of David. The general
character, though manifested in Israel,

* #pTi erenedTnoey “is now at her end,” “dead
by this.” We know that the father received the
message that she was actually dead, on the way.
lipre is the point up to which time reached, iy
the thing exists already.
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yetb in its nature goes beyond it—deho-
vah and Son of man-—and this it is
which it is of such profound interest to
trace; but He was the Son of David in
Israel. And in verse 27 we enter ex-
clusively on Israelitish ground, where
the spirit of the leaders is fully mani-
fested, and the patience of the Lord still
goes onin grace. The blind in Tsrael re-
ceive sight by faith in the Son of David,
and here He is in the house, and He opens
then the mouth of the dumb there too:
the attention of the multitude is at-
tracted and owns it was never so seen;
but if He casts out the devil’s power,
the leaders of the people call His povwer
that of the devil. The spirit of un-
pardonable apostasy was already mani-
fested, but Jesus had not finished His
work of goodness in the midst of Israel,
and He goes around cities and villages,
teaching, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing. His heart moved
for Israel multxtudes as sheep without
a shepherd For if Jehovah in good-
ness, His heart could be moved by what
He saw as a man, and till that goodness
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found no more room for its exercise.
His time was not hindered by the wick-
edness of those who were encmies; the
harvest was yet plenteous, the labourers
few. Oh, how the heart may still feel
this ! still e will accomplish His
work, have His sheep. Our part is to
seek from the Lord of the harvest that
He will send out labourers. In this
chapter then we have the grace of His
ministry, its true character, the ministry
of Jehovah come in grace available to
faith, but which must raise the dead;
and as a present thing is refused and
blasphemed. His person and His work
have no place here save in grace. While
that can work He still goes on caring
for all that may be reached.

(To be continued.)

We often deceive ourselves by concluding that
because we steer clear of certain evils we are
preserved in capability and fitness for service in
the field. But this is not enough: we mmst
walk in the Spirit,



LET THINE EYES LOOK
RIGHT ON.
Proverss 1v. 25.

Or the importance of the direction of
the eye no one, who in the light of
scripture has given the matter any at-
tention, can for a moment question, In
all ages blessing on the one hand, and
failure on the other, has been the result
of watchfulness or the reverse in this
particular ; and we do well to give
carnest heed to what the Holy Ghost has
written for our learning on the subject.

In the days when the earth was young
and sin's polluted stream had not yet
stained God’s fair creation, it was through
the eye that the woman failed to main-
tain her place of innocence and blessing
in earth’s paradise. All trees were hers
but one. God’s creaturcs owned her
sway. Her husband’s love was hers,
and more than all, God’s present favour
smiled on her, and thus she had enough,
one might suppose, to fill her every
sense with joy, and objects plenty to
engage her sight and turn her thoughts
to Him from whom she had received
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them ; but, as we know, she saw the
tree was good for food and pleasant to
the eyes: and the righteous curse of
God was the immediate answer to her-
act of disobedience and concession to
that lust of the eyes which in a later
day is manifested to Dbe not of the
Father but of the world, and like the
world fast hastening to destruction.
How solemn to think of the change to
her and to us that one ill-timed look
produced from want of singleness of eye
to God!

But she is not without companions
in this form of evil; for saints of God,
although possessed of life and righteous-
ness, have similarly failed and likewise
brought upon themselves sure chastise-
ment and trouble. The patriarchal
days had come and Lot was found in
Abram’s company as they together left
both country, kindred, and his father’s
bouse, and took their journey to the
land of promise. Together they had
viewed the plains of Canaan—together
they had praised the One whose gift the
land was to them—together they had

B2
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thanked Him for His mercy in deliver-
ing them from Egypt's snares; and.
surely there was thus enough to draw
the righteous Lot's affections heaven-
ward, and make him like his fellow seek
a better country and a city there, and be
content like him with tent and altar
kere. But Egypt's cattle, and Egypt's
ways, had bound their cords too tightly
around his heart; and lifting up his
eyes in answer to his uncle’s testing
question, Lie saw the plains of Jordan in
all their rich fertility, and chose for him-
self carthly scenes and earthly interests,
in preference to the heavenly calling
of the Lord Almighty. Shortsighted
policy ! Though all was then in peace
and safety, too soon was sudden de-
struction to come upon those wicked
cities, and a life of misery, a hairbreadth
escape, and an ill trained family, was the
fate of one whose eyes were downward
and whose heart was in the world.
Most solemn is it too to call to mind
“ Lot’s wife.” Professedly escaping,
though still in heart in Sodom, God’s
instantancouns judgment reached her as
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she daved to slight His word; one back-
ward look proved fatal to her soul.
Genesis xix. 26; Luke ix. 62.

But not only does the book of Genesis
bear witness thus to failures through
the eye's temptations, but in later times
has God recorded similar weakness; and
in Exodus xxxii. unfolds his people’s sin
in Moses’ absence. As we trace their
history we may wonder how so soon
they would yield to Satan’s power, but
the knowledge of ourselves will shew
what treacherous hearts we have, and
how soon prepared we are to turn the
eye from Him who loves us. Of His love
and power too they all had ample proof,
for slavery and cruel treatment were dis-
placed by liberty and blessing in the
presence of Jehovah. What nation
more privileged than they, what people
less deserving! The cloud above, the
manna daily falling as their fresh pro-
vision, the rock still constantly flowing,
they surely had enough to fill their
hearts with Him whose faithfulness was
changeless as Himself. But while He,
careful for their blessing, was unfolding
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to His servant all His ways concerning
them, they could not even wait for
forty days; but when they saw that
Moses came not from the mount, they
sought, forgetful of the first great
precept they had vowed to keep, gods
to go before them, and changed His
glory into the similitude of an ox that
eateth grass. Swift judgment followed,
and an altered covenant alone can bring
the people to the land, whose eyes had
turned away from Him who should have
ever been the object set before them.
But ere the wilderness was left does
the Holy Ghost record to us that the
same sad principle of evil had its opera-
tion, and that judgment came in con-
sequence; for as they neared the land -
their unbelief was seen in sending spies
to search the land of promise, and try
if God was true to His word and could
be counted on. How grieving to His
heart it must have been, and then to
hear the verdict of the greater number
so full of everything to bring discourage-
ment and failure. From end to end *
¥ See map.
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these twelve had trod the land of
Canaan, and brought back unharmed
the amplest proofs of fruitfulness and
blessing; and yet for all that, they did
not believe their armies could, with
God's assistance, overcome the enemy.
“The land, through which we have gone
to search it, is a land that eateth up the
inhabitants thereof; and all the people
that we saw in it are men of a great
stature. And there we saw the giants,
the sons of Anak; and we were in our
own sight as grasshoppers, and so we
were in their sight.”” In vain did
Joshua and Caleb plead that the Lord
delighted in His people, and that He
was with them. In vain did Moses and
Aaron fall upon their faces; the panic-
stricken people had despised the pleasant
land, and the wilderness became once
niore the scene of wanderings, and death;
and their children only, and the two
faithful ones from among the spies, be-
come the heirs according to the promise,

Would that the history of such
fallures ended here; but further on
does God record that Reuben, Gad, and
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half Manasseh were ensnared in similar
ways and sought their rest this side the
blessed portion that was theirs by right
and title with their fellows. (Numb.
xxxil.) Well might Moses dread dis-
couragement—iwell might he term them
“an increase of sinful men,” as he
recalled the solemn instance of the
failure of the spies, and though in the
end he granted their request, yet both
to himself and Joshua in later times this -
absence of a single eye to Jehovah's
glory was a source of trouble and annoy-
ance. How sad to think of feet that
had marched to victory round Jericho
and passed dryshod through Jordan’s
bed, because of little ones and sheepfolds,
retrograding to a wilderness position.
Defection such as this must bear its
fruit, and Gilead first becomes the
enemy’s stronghold, and Gadara in cen-
turies later is renowned for devils and
for swine. But Peter too may well find
space in illustrations such as these, which
are for our warning, lest we likewise
follow their example. It was not now
the baits and snares that Satan used to
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Tve, to Lot, and to the half-hearted
tribes; but a danger like that which
the Anakims had been to Israel’s chil-
dren, " He had left the wooden walls
that point to Judaism for the brighter
path of faith and obedience to his
Master’s word, and for a time his walk
was firm like His (Matt. xiv.); but
a position such as this becomes at once
the subject of the adversary’s rage, and
winds of boisterous character for a mo-
ment take his eye from off the object
of his faith, Trailure of course ensues,
but only to set forth more fully the
grace of Him who in the moment of our
deepest need unfolds His fullest mercy.
But scenes like these, though useful,
and to this end on record, to forewarn us
of the wiles of Satan, are not so anima-
ting to the soul as those which speak of
victory under similar circumstances.
How blessed thus to note Elisha's
posture as God's chariots (Psalm Ixviii.
17; Luke xvi. 22) take His faithful
master to his heavenly home. He had
left all for him. (1 Kings xix. 19-—21.)
And now each test applied (2 Kings ii.



16 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL,

2, 4, 6,) but binds his bheart still closer
to Elijah, as they passed together
through the land to see if anywhere
there was a voice for God in places
where His gracious ways had often
been manifested. But neither Gilgal,
Jericho, nor Bethel, shewed now aught
but wickedness, and therefore Jordan
must be crossed in token that the land
was given up to judgment for her sins.
(Compare John x. 40.) And he who
had so faithfully stood for God amongst
them would no more be left to try and
bring the people back to normal faith-
fulness and blessing. The whirlwind,
fiery chariot, and the horses caught away
Elijah, but Elisha, mindful of the part-
ing promise, kept his eye upon him,
and in consequence became the vessel of
the Holy Ghost in double power. ¢« If
thou see me,” said Elijah, < it shall be
8o unto thee.,” ¢ Elisha saw,” and pre-
sently with equal faith smote Jordan’s
waters, recrossed dryshod, and became
the subject of the sons of the prophets’
homage. “Right on” he had looked
and earned the promised blessing.
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Not less does Stephen yield an in-
stance of that singleness of eye that
must result in bodies filled with light.
(Luke xi. 33—386.) His privilege it
was to give the final testimony to the
Jewish nation and then become the first
to follow in his Master’s track to death
and glory. The nation’s guilt was con-
summated. The law was set at nought,
the prophets killed, the Just One slain,
and the Holy Ghost resisted, and the
messenger about to follow Him whom
carth now knew no more. But what a
special place of blessedness was his!
“ Full of the Holy Ghost, he looked up
stedfastly into heaven and saw the glory
.of God, and Jesus standing on the right -
hand of God.” (Acts vii. 55.) How
could he fear the men that killed the
body? Death was, it is true, the devil's
weapon, but the Lord had turned its
venom into but a means of entrance into
rest the sooner. In the full conscious-
ness of life eternal he exclaimed, “ T see
the heavens opened and the Son of man
standing on the right hand of God.”
The glory filled his gaze, and Jesus, and
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as a consequence he bore His likeness.
It shall be so, as we know, when He is
manifested (1 John iii. 2); with him it
was 50 partly by anticipation.

And surely we do well as we recall
thus instance after instance of this most
important principle, to ask ourselves how
far our eye is fixed and has been fixed on
Jesus since we first became possessors
of His love. Has His unfailing faith-
fulness been ours, who said through
David, I have set the Lord alway be-
fore me?” or have we to recall with
shame and sorrow many a wavering glance
that nature caused or spiritual sloth
produced, unconscious as we were of
Satan’s crafty subtleties? The new
man’s eye knows no delight in things
below, the Holy Ghost within would
but desire to occupy the soul with Him
whose absence He has come to compen-
sate for. What has, from the moment of
our first acquaintance with the Son of
God, been the object of our hearts, the
centre of attraction to our eye? Let us
retrace our pathway a little, and with
the light of heaven test our thoughts
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and ways, and ask ourselves how far we
have looked to Jesus, or how far our days
and years have been misspent through
want of loyalty to Him. Let us return
to Gilgal as it were, and there in judg-
ment sit upon ourselves and try our
ways; and where in fault, lay bare our
hearts and own it to the very root; and
then, self-judged and humbled, turn
afresh to Him whose love has never
altered though we have been but too un-
true to Him. He will come in but a
little while, and till that time let it be
ours to return His gaze of deep affec-
tion, and thus requite Him in His ab-
sence by a walk like His, whose pathway
like the shining light shone more and
more unto the perfect day.

Of what our portion will be when
He comes, Revelation xxi. tells us. It
unfolds the heavenly glory of the bride,
the wife of the Lamb. Satan no longer
troubles there. The bottomless pit re-
strains him, and that which has been so
long the object of his enmity is now in
undisturbed possession of the heavenlies,
and in full enjoyment of her blood-
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bought islost in

hope in present enjoyment. The saints
in heavenly bodies see Him face to face
whose they long have known, whose
absence long has caused them sorrow.
They seeHis what a face it
is! The visage more marred than any
man's is now resplendent with a glory
more than that of the when shining
in its strength. That face is the face of
the Lamb, their God, their Saviour. He
is for ever with them; with Him for
ever they are too (John xvii. 24); and

rapt adoration is
their lot whose eyes through grace are
turned from sdif to souls

with Him are satisfied.
Surely we may sing,
" Jesus, thou art enough
The mind and heart to fill;
Thy life to cdm the anxious soul,
Thy loveits fear dispel,”
and pray,
"0 fix our earnest gaze
So wholly, Lord, on thee,
That, with thy beauty occupied,
We esewhere none may



