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9, Doice to the Suithjul.

FELLOWSHIP IN SERVICE,

Service in one aspeet is the exprossion
of our membership of Christ. It is
the exercise of hat gift or ministry
which ,edch member of the body of
Christ receives from the ITead through
the Holy Ghost. (1 Cor. xii. 27, &e.)

< It i therefore essentially individual.
No one member can perform another’s
work, and no member can be in energy
or healthy activity, apart from connec-
tion and communion with the Head.
(Eph. ii, 19.)

Service is also the expression of our
responsibility to Christ as Master and
Lord; and lere again we learn its in-
dividuality, No one servant can do
another’s work.

Again, service is the work and labour
of love. The fruit of grace, the love
of God shed abroad, and begotton n
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2 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL,

the heart by the Spirit, and flowing out
in active manifestation towards God, His
saints, and the world. This also is
individual in its truest sense. This
cannot be done by deputy, for love can-
not be bought or sold. «“If a man
would give all the substance of his
house for love, it would utterly be
contemned.” ¢ The love of Christ con-
straineth us,"”

Until we apprehend first our indi-
viduality in service in these three re-
lations, we shall never understand true
fellowship in service one with the other;
for no such fellowship is true which
does not regard and preserve the scr-
vant’s individuality intact, Far be it
from our thought to detract in any way
from the value and blessedness of
fellowship in the service of God. On
the contrary, we believe it to be the
happiest practical bond of union here
below. But we must cach prescrve our
identity as members or servants, and
consent to no form of association by
which that may in any degree be pre-
judiced.
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To avoid thisin such a day as ours
needs no little watchfulness and self-
searching. It is pre-eminently a day
of vicarious religion. The world, and
alas, the Church, have fallen into the
common snare of deputing their religious
affairs, whether spiritual or temporal,
to the hands of others. Whilst men
desire to be religious, they shrink from
personal and face-to-face dealing with
God. Thus they leave the concerns of
their souls in the hands of a represen-
tative priesthood or clergy, and depute
their good works to o legion of religious
and philanthropic associations.  This
is done under the common but flimsy
plea, that such things must necessarily
be better understood and managed by
those who give themselves wholly to
the work, and thus a humanly ordained
ministry, and the legion of societies,
are in possession of the field. Man has
howed out to lumself these channels,
and allows all Lis encrgies to be turned
into them, without raising a question as
to whether the source is pure, or whether

_the current and end of the stream tend
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in the right direction. , Individual ve-
sponsibility and identity is thus oblite-
rated, the truc character of christian
fellowship for worship and service is
lost, and all is reduced to a level, dead,
in every sense of the word. Born and
educated in this state of things, souls
when awakened and quickened become
entangled in the snare. The convert’s
first step is to unite him or.herself to
one of the existing denominations, or
as it is termed, ¢ become a member of
a church.” The next is to yoke him-
self with some of the existing religious
organizations for evangelical or phil-
anthropic purposes. In these steps
human judgment is often alone consulted,
and things are accepted as existing, and
not ag acts of faith or conscience, but
of necessity. In thousands and tens of

thousands of cases, the awakened per- ~
gon .only continues in the system of
which, when dead in sins, he professed -
to be a member, and the quickened
soul remains trammelled with the dead
and lifeless forms which suited as well,
or even better the formor state. In rare
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cages, comparatively, is the question
raised whether all that is seen around
" in the religious world is according to the
word and mind of God, or is the accu-
mulated result only of the failure of
man through successive ages.

‘It is fully allowed that there have
been and are many bright exceptions to
the rule. Souls full of faith and energy
who even within the existing organiza-
tions express as best they may in service
their sense of God’s grace, and of their
own responsibility. It is however the
continuance of such, in connection with
these systems, which to a great extent
perpetuates their existence. Such per-
song (if one may say it) act as decoy
ducks to draw to, and to detain others
in, the spare. The commonest excuse
of the careless professor is that the
things must be right, for such and such
good men find their place and service
in them. -

It is however not enough merely to
have broken from these things, to know
and manifest either individuality or
fellowship in service; we may have



6 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL.

ceagsed from sectarianism in our own
judgment, without having learned our
place as members of His body, and
gervants of Christ.  The confusion
of Christendom both results from, and -
produces, the denial of the fact that God
has an association of His own upon
the earth ; an assembly, a church, even
the Church of God: one body in
Christ baptized fogethcr by the Holy
Ghost. In ignorance, or in the rcpudia-
tion of this great truth, men form
unities of their own, and thus deny the
unity of the Spirit in which through
God's sovereign grace all true believers
are involved. This unity, which is of
God, formed in Christ by the Holy
Ghost, is divinely perfect. . To supple-
ment it by human rules is to destroy it.
To ‘“Lkeep it in the bond of peace,”
glorifies Christ, and tends to our soul’s-
deep blessing. The unity of the Spirit
differs from every human system, in that
while the unity and bond of union are
perfect and absolute, the identity of
every member is preserved. ‘‘ For as
we have many members in ome body,
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and all members have mnot the same
office ; s0 we, being many, are one body
in Christ, and every one members one
of another.” (Rom. xii. 4, 8.) ¢Tor
as the body is one, and hath many mem-
bers, and all the members of that one
body being many, are one body: so
also is Christ. Tor by one Spirit are
we all baptized into one body. ... For
the body 1s not one member, but many.
... And if they were all one member,
where were the body? But now are
" they many members, yet but one body. -
- Now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular.” (1 Cor. xii,
12—14, 19, 20, 27.) ‘

~ Whilst then we find that human
arrangements swamp individuality, and
substitute a vicarious and priestly system
for "individual and personal activity and
responsibility ; the ¢ unity of the Spirit”
_ not only leaves. cvery member free, but
actually gives them ability for the ex-
ercise of the ministry committed. Un-
trammelled, and ungrieved by human
rules, the ¢ Spirit divideth to every man
severally as he will.,”
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It is in the acknowledgment of the
unity of the Spirit that true fellowship
in service is to be found; for true
gervants eannot clash in their Master’s
service, any more than members of the
gsame body elash in performing their
respective offices.  All work together in
perfectharmony, mutually strengthening,
assisting, sustaining each other in their
several duties, to the edification of the
whole.

All individual service should be pur-
sued in view of the ‘unity of the
Spirit.”  Each member’s separate work
and service to be done in fellowship and
harmony with the assembly as the mani-
festation of the body. For Christ has
set His gifts in the Church, not for in-
dependent action, but  for the perfect-
ing of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ.” (Eph. iv. 12.) If it be
objected ¢ Where now is the assembly
of God to be thus kept in view 27 We
can only say that feith has never yet
failed in the day of the greatest failure,
to find a way in which to justify God
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and fulfils His purpose. ¢ For wisdom
is justified of all her children.”

" These then are the two points which |
we would press :—

To acknowledge no character of as-
sociation which denies our individuality.

. To maintain our individuality in’
service so ag to confess our fellowship
with Christ and His members. .

The ¢ secret of the Lord is with them
that fear him;” and it is the privilege
of faith to fathom it, and to unravel, in
the secret of God’s presence, the way
of truth® from the tangled mass of
human failure and ecclesiastical con-
fasion.

It is not that you have to climb up and
attain the place; but you have to enjoy it.
The place is yours, all is accomplished, and 1{e
can say, “I will rest in my love.,” It is all
done, and if you do not enJoy it, it is because
you have not health to enjoy. I am brought
into a scene of unbounded joy and blessedness.
As I enjoy it, I am giving testimony to the \cry
thing that sustains me there.
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CHRIST IN GLORY.
1II.—HIS BODY ON BARTH.

¢ SavL, Saul, why persecutest thou me 2
(Acts xxii. 7,) were the words from
heaven which arrested the attention of
the persecutor of God's Church. Ad-
dressed as ¢“ Saul, Saul,” he learnt that
One in heavenly glory was acquainted
with his name, his work, and the ex-
press purport of his journey. His com-
panions heard Saul answer, knew that
he was holding intercourse with One
they could not see, but, though hearing
the sound of the voice (ix. 7), under-
stood not the communication thus made
(xxii. 9); for Baul was singled out from
his companions as the one to whom the
words on that occasion were exclusively
addressed, though all who journeyed
with him fell with him to the ground,
as the light above the noon-day bright-
ness of the sun shone round about them.
(Acts xxvi. 13.) The rest saw ro man,
but Saul beheld the Lord Jesus (ix. 17),
and, prostrate before Him on his face,
heard from the lips of the Nazarzan a
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frue account of the purpose for which
he was journeying in hot haste to Da-
masecus, but expressed in terms, which
must have sent a thrill of horror through
his frame. ¢ Why persecutest thou
me ?’  Yet he had never before seen
Him, and could truthfully answer he
did not know Him. Replying, he ex-
pressed his astonishment, as well as his
ignorance of the Person who thus ab-
ruptly accosted him. ¢ Who art thou,
Lord ?” was Sanl’s immediate exclama-
tion. “I am Jesus the Nazarman,
whom thou persecutest,” was the instan-
taneous rejoinder, removing all doubt,
if doubt there had been, whether he
had heard the first question correctly,
whilst it riveted, as it were, around his
neck, without hope of extricating him-
gelf from it, the charge now made
against him.

But ‘what did these words imply?
For the first time in his life Saul saw
the One, who now accused him of perse-

- euting Him. For the Lord did not say,
my people, my disciples, my servants,
or my friends, but Me, The language
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was clear, but the thought thereby con-
veyed was new, declaring, as it did, to
Saul, that the saints, against whom he
had been cxceedingly mad, and those
against whose freedom, and persons, and
perhaps life, he was at that moment
intent on commencing a crusade, were
in reality members of the Onc who then
spoke to him from heaven. Jesus the
Nazarean, in glory, had a body on earth.
An assembly or church, 2 house or
dwelling-place, connected with God,
were thoughts with which every Jew
was familiar. The nation of Israel was
called in the wilderness the congrega-
tion of the Lord. (Numb. xxvii. 17,
xxxi. 16.) God too had dwelt in their
midst in the tabernacle, and subsequently
owned the temple erected by Solomon,
as His house. But now for the first
time was_this thought expressed, one
peculiar to Christianity, that the closest
union existed between the Liord Jesus in
heaven and all His people on earth.
© Me, said the Lord, not us. He spoke,
not of a company associated with Him-
self, but of a body of which e is the
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Head. Us might have told of com-
panionship, me implies union. Before
the eross He had told His disciples of
His assembly, differing from that with
which, in thought, they had long been
familiar. (Matt. xvi, 18.) In His prayer
to the Father He spoke of His own
being one on earth (John xvii. 21),
and we sce in Acts 1i. 44, 45, how
really they felt it; but here He spake
to Saul of His body. How fitting was
it that He, who is its Head, should
Himgelf reveal its existence. How
precious, too, was it to speak of
it thus from heaven, that saints on
earth should lecarn from His own lips
their close connection with Chrigt in
heaven. From heaven, then, came that
little word me, which left an indelible
mark on the heart of the persecutor of
God’s Chuarch. Jesus the Nazarean,
though personally cast out of the world,
‘has a body on earth, a body over the
members of which He watehes, as Saul
that day heard, and afterwards cxperi-
mentally proved. (2 Tim. iv. 17.)
Revealed to Paul, as he was subse-
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quently called, it is from his writings
alone that we learn anything about it.
John speaks of the assembly as the
bride, but never as the body. Paul, and
Paul alone, tells us what God has been
pleased to make known about it. To
the writings which bear his name must
we then turn, if we would gather up
the substance of divine teaching con-
cerning it.

And first, Of whom is it composed ?
The answer discloses the manifold wis-
dom of God, as the mystery is unfolded
before our eyes. Believers on the Lord
Jesus Christ, whether once Jews  or
Gentiles, arc gow one in Christ—the
new man of Ephesians ii. How this is
effected 1 Corinthians xii. 18 sets forth:
“ By one Spirit we are all baptized into
one body, whether Jows or Gentiles,
whether bond or free, and have been all
made to drink into one Spivit.” Formed
then by the Holy Ghost baptizing be-
lievers into one body, it was in exist-
ence before the doctrine about it was
revealed, but no one taught it till the
Lord first declared it. For, though we
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have that lovely picture of oneness in
Acts ii, 44, and that perhaps more re-
markable exhibition of felt oneness with
all believers in Aects xi. 29, none, we
* must believe (Eph. iii. 8), discerncd the
union of Christ and His people, though
it really existed, till the Head in heaven
annonnced it to the persecutor Saul near
Damascus.

Next, as part of Himself it bears His
name, but, as formed after He went on
high, it has that which tells of His ex-
altation to glory. It is called the body
of Christ (Eph. iv. 12), and so really is
it a part of Himself that both He and
it can be called by one name—¢the
Christ,” (1 Cor. xil. 12; Eph. iii. 4.)
He, the Head, and believers on Him the
members, are thus looked at as making
up one whole, and, marvellous to say it,
this body is His fulness, or complement,
who filleth all in all. (Eph. i. 23.)
For, whilst as God, nothing could be
added to Him, as the mystical man He
is not complete without His body, the
assembly or Church. This brings us
then, into the closest connection with
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Him who is in glory. Alone was He as
He walked upon earth, but now, in glory,-
He has a body of which every believer
1s o maember. And so practical can this
truth be to God’s people, that we-have
it ‘brought in, both when the duty of
husbands to their wives is insisted upon
(IEph. v. 80), and the need of keeping
from gross immorality is set before the
children of God. (1 Cor. vi. 15.)

TIts practical value, however, does not
end here.  As the body of Christ, there
can be but one. Two bodies to one head
would be a monstrous formation. How
far must men’s thoughts then have di-
verged from the teaching of scripture,
when they can talk of different bodies.
of God’s people on earth. Seripture
sanctions no such language, though it
does treat of the body under three
different aspeets, local collective, and
-universal.

Viewed locally, it comprehends all
believers in any one place. Thus the
apostle writing to the Corinthians could
say, “Ye [not we] are the body of
Christ.” (1 Cor. xii, 27.) Viewed ool-
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 leetively, it is composed of all believers
at any one time upon earth. (Eph.iv.
16.) Viewed in its universal aspect, it
includes all believers from Pentecost till
the Lord_ Jesus shall descend into the
air. “(Eph. i 28.) . Very different as
these aspects of it are, they have one
-featuré. however in common, which is
this, that the body is never less than
the totality of all believers, in whichever
of the three aspects above mentioned it
may be at the moment regarded.

But, whilst they have this feature in
common, there is a difference to be
noticed. It is not a shapeless mass, an
agglomeration simply of atoms., Itisa
body with members, but these are only
mentioned when it is viewed in its local
or collective aspeet. (Rom. xii. 5;1 Cor.
xil. ; Eph.iv.16; Col. ii.\19.) The im-
portance of this we shall understand as
we remember that by every joint of
supply the body connected together in-
creases, and by the action of its mem-
bers all service in and by it is carried
on. To act in service, and with autho-
rity, the body must have its members,
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and be regarded as complete, fitted with
all that is needful for its increase. Now
were members spoken ofwhen the body
universal was mentioned, it might be
said, that, since all the members could
never be on carth at any one time,
ability for action must always be want-
ing. Again, were mombers only men-
tioned when the body collective was
‘treated of, it might bo affiimed, that
action at any one place, or time, was
impossible without a real cecumenical
council. Were members only mentioned
. when the body local was the subject in
hand, Congregationalism, it might have
been taught, was the principle which be-
lievers were to uphold, each local as-
sembly being independent of others
around it. The wisdom and value
of the word of God is however here
apparent. For whilst each local as-
sembly is empowered to act as often as
it may be needed, without waiting for
the assistance of others, it is not true
that Congregationalism is the principle
which scripture upholds. The body
collective has members likewise, and
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therefore is empowered to act, and is
responsible to do so, being really con-
cerned with that which every local
assembly may do. The concern of
each local assembly is the concern of the
body collective, being all parts of one
great whole. - What a view then have
we of God's plan for His people on
earth! Self-contained as a body, whether
viewed locally or collectively, indepen-
dence of other assemblies is a thought
forcign to the word, whilst inability to
act locally, as though the body local
was ineomplete in itself, is a virtual
denial of the teaching of scripture about
the body of Christ.” But what, some
may say, must we do, if all the body
local cannot be got to act together?
Shall Satan be held to have triumphed,
and by dividing to have rfendered action
impossible 2 The Lord has anticipated
that condition of things in Matthew
xviii, 18-20, and Heaven, we learn,
will ratify the acts of those who by Iis
word are guided, as they meet in His
name, for they will have Him in their
midst.
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Formed by the Holy Ghost; called
by the name of Christ; fully provided
for by its Head, who can form part of
this wonderful body 2 That voiee from
heaven, which Saul heard, tells us, that
those only who are believers in the Liord
are members of it. Saul was that day
outside of it, as the words « Why per-
secutest thon me ?’' clearly implied. He
lived howcver to be a member of it
(Eph. ii.), a witness, that whosoever
believes on the Lord Jesus Christ be-
comes a member of that body which
bears Christ’s name, and of which He,
though in heaven, is, not in name only,
but in reality, its Head.

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY.
LOOKING BACK.
Once that faith in God, guided by His
word, became the power and light for the
walk of the saint on earth, from that
time every visible thing or judgment of
man, when ontertained, weakened and
diverted him from the path of faith. It
is important for us, as saints of God, to



THOUGHTS -FOR THIS DAY. 21

be assured of the principle of our being.
God has affixed laws to all created things;
the sun and the moon obey His orders,
and it becomes us to ascertain the
divine law laid down for us. The great
fundamental prineiple is faith; < without
faith it is impossible to please God,” and
any departure from faith must entail
weakness and decline.

When faith works, if is frue fo itself,
Faith reckons on God, and aects inde-
pendently of other things, looking only
to Him. It is when the heart is beset
by things around, and faith has lost its
control, that other influences spring up
and supplant it. TFaith is entirely new
to man, and contrary to his natural habit
of judgment, however keen that may be.
It is strange to him to close his eyes to
the visible, and to his own feelings ; and
to look for a new light, a divine judg-
ment about everything. This faith does,
and while faith is acting, there is a
marked energy in separating from the
things which savour of man, but as soon
as faith wanes or ceases to be active,
then other influences rule ; for the heart
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of man must be governed by something,
and unless a power greater than man's
own mind rules his heart, he must be
ruled by what springs up there, or by
what acts upon him as a man. It is
plain that man is either under the con-
trol of God, entirely outside and beyond
the natural, or under that which is

and within his own reach.
There is neither spring nor power in
the natural mind to reach to what is of
God. It must be introduced and com-
municated to hence if there
be any cessation or interruption of the
new action, the things which naturally
influence man must resume their force,
and this is "looking back." Now we
must guard against this in a double
way. Onthe one hand we have to keep
the heart with al diligence under the
action of the and on the other, to
avoid everything which calls up the old
influences because they in themselves
suit the natural mind, and no one after
having drunk old wine, straightway
desireth new, for he saith the old is
better. So we in faith, and



