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^ tot C4 fa the ^faithful 

MATTHEW'S GOSPEL. 

PART XXIII. 

THE circumstances which follow do not 
call for explanation unless in a very small 
degree. The importance of them is not 
so much in the moral elements (though 
their manifestations be brighter than 
ever), but in the blessed and glorious 
work which was now accomplished. The 
chief priests and council held two meet¬ 
ings, but all was prepared already. They 
were enemies, accusers, and judges— 
had already paid the price of His cap¬ 
ture, making an agreement for His be¬ 
trayal. They were awaiting His capture 
in a meeting gathered together for that 
purpose. 

The Lord was taken first to Annas, 
father-in-law to Caiaphas, actual high 
priest that year, and they question Him 
in the morning very early. The council 

VOL. VHI, B 



1 2 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL. 

their folly. " His blood be on us, and on 
our children," and so it is to this day. 
And he delivered Jesus to their will, 
releasing a murderer whom they desired 
according to Paschal custom. 

ADAM'S SLEEP. 
IT is go natural for us to accept the out¬ 
ward and visible forms in which God 
presents Himself to us, as to suppose (like 
Eve when she brought forth her first¬ 
born, and called his name Cain) that we 
have " gotten " the secret, by which God 
intends to establish His own glory, and 
to make Himself known to us in effec¬ 
tual blessing. Nor is it till we have 
learnt the true order of God (in Seth, the 
appointed one) as manifested in His 
counsels and ways respecting the Son 
of His love, that we are led to discover 
" he taketh away the first, that he may 
establish the second." 

The divine warrant for this statement 
is shewn in the order of the Incarnation 
itself, by which the second Adam sup¬ 
planted the first, and lastly by the resur-
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rection of our Lord as the first "from 
among the dead," by which the earthy 
man was set aside even in the earth, 
where he has a place. The Lord (last 
Adam) is ascended into the heavens, as 
Son of man in righteous title, where 
Adam never was. "Howbeit that is 
not first which is. spiritual, but that 
which is natural; and afterward that 
which is spiritual." The revelation 
which God has also given to us, as re¬ 
gards the heavens and the earth, in the 
word of His grace, is another proof that 
this outward and visible creation into 
which sin has entered, and death by sin, 
is destined to give place to " a new 
heaven and a new earth, wherein dwell-
eth righteousness." 

Why in brief, is a revelation given to 
us, which makes the Lord Jesus Christ 
by His efficacious death and glorious 
resurrection " the beginning of the crea¬ 
tion of God," except it be to disclose to 
us the secret, that Adam was not the 
man of counsel and purpose, but only a 
figure and shadow of Him whom God 
had made strong for Himself ? Nor is 
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this new order of God in creation, and 
manhood, any after-thought, consequent 
upon the fall of man, and the ruin which 
he introduced into this earth; far other¬ 
wise, for it was the everlasting purpose 
of God in Christ, before the world was. 
Indeed this divine order, not only ex¬ 
isted in counsel, but was set up and 
introduced, side by side with the six 
days' work, by which the things that are 
seen, were created and made; and which 
become in this light, but as the external 
shell to the kernel which it contained. 
The proof of this is seen in the records 
of Genesis before the fall, in the differ¬ 
ence marked between the formation of 
the great outward creation of chapter i. 
and the garden of Eden in chapter ii., 
with its trees, and rivers, and mysteries 
—when the deep sleep fell upon Adam 
and the rib was taken from his side, out 
of which God builded the woman, and 
brought her to the man as a help-meet, 
for "it is not good," said God, " that he 
should be alone." 

What is this enclosed garden, with 
its divine order and secrets, taken out 
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of the external creation, but as the kernel 
to which everything outside was a great, 
though requisite preliminary ? How 
refreshing now is it to the awakened soul, 
when brought out of creation into the 
garden, where God was at home with 
man in this innermost circle of His de¬ 
light. He wrought in creation, but He 
walked in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and talked with Adam and Eve. 
Indeed, we may say, that in all the in¬ 
tercourse between God and His creatures, 
it was not so much by means of the out¬ 
ward and visible creation that He could 
be known (save that these declared His 
power and Godhead, and the providential 
care He exerciseth over every living 
thing) as in the hidden and innermost 
counsels of His wisdom and love, which, 
when the fulness of His time was come, 
He manifested, in sending forth His only 
begotten and well-beloved Son. Even 
Moses, in the day of Jehovah's govern¬ 
ment over the nation of Israel, learnt 
this lesson for himself and proclaimed 
it to others : "the secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God, but these things 
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which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children for ever, that we may do 
all the words of this law." Last of all 
He sent forth His Son, made of a woman, 
and indeed the garden of Eden con¬ 
tained this as a primary deposit, for in 
the mystery of God, which it concealed, 
Adam was not completed, till after the 
deep sleep had fallen upon him, and the 
rib taken out from his open side had 
been builded into a woman and brought 
to the man—and these two became " one 
flesh." So as to the fall, outwardly and 
historically in Genesis iii., the serpent 
practised his subtilty on Eve, by which 
the liar and the murderer from the be¬ 
ginning got his title and place of power 
in this world; but the secret of God lay 
inside all this ruin and confusion, and 
was only made known when He declared 
His remedy, and said " the seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent's head." 
Faith is only such, when it turns away 
from the outward and visible thing, and 
takes God for its object, finding its rest 
in His sufficiency. 

In this confidence, it becomes ac-
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quainted with God's resources, and that 
sin and Satan do but open doors to Him 
of which He takes advantage to bring in 
the knowledge of present grace and the 
riches of eternal glory. Our faith and 
hope can thus repose calmly on His re¬ 
serves, learning Him, and how God can 
turn all things round to the display of 
Himself, and for the complete exalta¬ 
tion of man in the person of Christ to 
the right hand of the Father, as Head 
over all things. These are deep and 
precious lessons, by which the soul in 
communion, acquaints itself with God, 
in unclouded peace and joy ; for on the 
one hand the felt weakness and insuffi¬ 
ciency of the creature at its best estate 
is realized as having part with the man 
who fell, and as being yet in a groaning 
creation; whilst on the other hand, the 
Holy Ghost witnesses to us of our one¬ 
ness in life and righteousness with the 
risen and ascended Lord, and that we 
are heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Jesus Christ. 

Creation has thus told out the hidden 
secret which it contained in the garden, 



18 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL. 

where the sleep, and the rib, and the 
woman did their work; and by means 
of which, the fall had been divinely an¬ 
ticipated, and provided for, by redemp¬ 
tion through the promised Seed. The 
six days' work of creative wisdom and 
power, when placed under the respon¬ 
sibility of Adam's obedience to God, 
soon became a mighty ruin, and is so 
still, if we look at what its sun rises and 
sets upon; or else a wreck, if we think 
of what the waters of the deluge cover. 
Creation and the fall gave forth redemp¬ 
tion as the hidden purpose of God, which 
sin and the serpent only served to bring 
forward into the light of an eternal day, 
and by means of which all else will be 
set aside in judgment. The faith of an 
Enoch, embraced this secret of redemp¬ 
tion in the midst of the ruins of the world 
that then was, and he was translated 
that he should not see death; and was 
not found because God had taken him, 
for before his translation he had this 
testimony, that he pleased God. Per¬ 
fect as Adam was in manhood, and made 
in the image of God upon the earth, he 
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was far behind the translated Enoch. 
Adam came into the great outward world, 
to learn the hidden secret of God ; and 
Enoch went up to God in faith having 
learnt it. To the outward eye and for 
creation, all was very good, for God 
Himself had said it; but for the accom¬ 
plishment of the hidden purpose and 
glory, through the seed of the woman, 
the voice in the garden declared, " it is 
not good for man to be alone." The 
hidden things of God could only be 
reached through the deep sleep and the 
rib, whether for man's full and eternal 
blessing, or for the display of the riches 
of God's grace through the mystery of 
the Word made flesh. The created man 
out of the dust of the ground, and the 
translated man into the heavens, carried 
thither by God that he should not see 
death, begin and close the wonderful 
era called the world before the flood. 

Faith and hope now rest upon the 
Seed of the woman, and the yet further 
secret of the bruised heel of the Seed and 
the broken head of the serpent, and his 
power—these get their order of fulfilment 
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in ' ' the world that now is." It is into this 
earth with which we are familiar and into 
which we have been born, that God ma¬ 
nifest in the flesh has come, that He 
might connect Himself with its over¬ 
whelming ruin by being made of the seed 
of David according to the flesh; and 
since " declared to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the Spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead." 
There was a path which the vulture's 
eye had never seen, nor the lion or his 
whelps trodden, and into these hidden 
ways the, Son of man, the woman's Seed 
entered, that by incarnation, crucifixion, 
death, and burial, resurrection, and as¬ 
cension, to the right-hand of the majesty 
in the heavens, He might throw open a 
highway for the elect of God, beyond 
the range of sin, and where Satan has 
no power. It is the glory of God to con¬ 
ceal a thing had long lay hidden in a pro¬ 
verb, till Solomon's greater son, the Son 
of the Father's bosom, brought to light 
the hidden mysteries of God, which had 
been kept secret from before the founda¬ 
tion of the world. The garden of Eden 
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was never the sure place, nor was Adam 
the nail on which God would hang all the 
offspring and the issue. The first man 
must, and has, given way to the second 
Adam, and the sure nail in the sure place 
is Christ in resurrection life and right¬ 
eousness, upon whom hangs " all the 
glory of his Father's house, and all 
vessels of flagons and cups whether of 
large or small quantity." 

True as this is of the Lord in the ways 
which He has trodden, and which 
none but He could take, yet it is of all-
importance to see that the deep, deep 
sleep of death through which He passed, 
led to the glory where He is. In an 
unfallen creation Adam had a garden, 
with its mysteries and divine deposits as 
we have seen, and in this fallen creation, 
the Second man has His garden, where 
all the previous secrets are brought into 
light, and made, yea and amen by the 
death and resurrection of Christ. " Now 
in the place where he was crucified there 
was a garden, and in the garden a new 
sepulchre, wherein was never man yet 
laid, there laid they Jesus," ' It was into 
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death the first man plunged himself by 
sin, and lost his place as lord of crea¬ 
tion ; it is out of death and the grave 
that the Second man steps in honour and 
divine righteousness, as having glorified 
God and acquired a name which is above 
every name that is named not only in 
the world but in that which is to come. 

(To be continued.) 

THOUGHTS FOE THIS DAY. 
THE GOSPEL WITHOUT THE CHURCH. 

THESE never was a beginning yet but it 
had a reference to an end, and the end 
therefore must give a character to the 
beginning. True, a person might alte" 
his design as he proceeds, but then, ms 
beginning was not in keeping with the 
end he now has in view, nor is it the 
one that he would have adopted had he 
had the same end in view when he 
began. There is nothing more evident 
than that there must be an end in view 
to every beginning, and the beginning 
must be jn keeping (however distantly) 
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with the end proposed. The end may 
be very undefined, but nevertheless it 
was with reference to it that the work 
was begun or undertaken. 

The servant of the Lord receives a 
commission from the Lord to do a 
certain thing; he may not be able to 
comprehend the full result of his work, 
but in order to be true to the result, ho 
must be true to the commission. The 
first thing after the servant's appoint¬ 
ment, is his commission. If he be igno¬ 
rant of what he is to do, he must of 
necessity be defective in all his services. 

Every real servant now is appointed, 
he is called of the Lord and gifted. A 
gift is a specific line of service, and as 
each servant waits on the Lord, he 
receives instruction from Him through 
the word in order that he may please 
Him who hath chosen him. 

No one is an Evangelist unless he be 
gifted by the Lord for that ministry. 
This is the first thing, and one which no 
one taught in the word will deny; the 
next thing is the commission which the 
Evangelist receives from the Lord. Now 
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tinctly and carefully accomplish the 
mission of an ascended Christ refused by 
men. 

FAITH AND ITS OBSTACLES. 
FAITH begins as noiseless as the first ray 
of the rising sun, charging itself with 
the task of lightening the whole hemi¬ 
sphere. The beginning is so small and un¬ 
pretending that one would never gather 
from it what it will effect before long. 

There is a moral darkness around, and 
worse than all there are substitutes for 
the only true light,—lights borrowed 
from it. It is said that there is no 
light which does not spring from the 
sun, either directly or indirectly, but 
being mixed with a human earthly 
clement, it has not the power or pro¬ 
perty of the sun-light, the light from 
heaven. And the more improvement 
there is in such light—as in magnesian 
light which is connected with the earth, 
the more it thwarts rivals and seeks to 
supplant the only true light. This is 
the real nature of our struggle. 
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PAET XXIV. 

AND now the blessed Lord is the subject 
of outrage and insult from the soldiers— 
accustomed as this poor -world is to 
revel in evil when it is congregated and 
can encourage one another in it. The 
Lord bows to it all with patient en¬ 
durance ; He is still the Lamb led to 
the slaughter. The whole scene is still 
the patient and perfect victim. But 
man appears with his heart unveiled. 
Who would be found to insult and out¬ 
rage a dying man if he were a criminal ? 
What executed criminal would insult his 
fellow on the gibbet ? but when Christ 
is there all this happens. They wag 
their heads and say, He saved others, 
Himself He cannot save. Oh, terrible 
victory of sin over One who would not 
save Himself because He would save 
others. Yet if sin had its full display 
and seeming victory, it was to meet a 
grace which was, in the perfect work 
of obedience, accomplishing that which 
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We cannot tell whether there was 
any divine and lasting operation, in his 
or the others' soul; we may hope ; the 
object here was the puhlic divine tes¬ 
timony given to the dying Lord that 
went home irresistibly to the hearts and 
consciences of those who watched Him, 
and brought out of their awed spirits 
the confession of who He was. The 
testimony had been spread abroad and 
even they knew that this was the thing 
in question—Was He the Son of God ? 
What unhardeiied heart could resist the 
witness ? 

ADAM'S SLEEP. 
(Continued from page 22.) 

Besides this He is head over all things 
to the church which is His body, the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 
When on earth, Jesus had said, " I have 
a baptism to be baptized with, and how 
am I straitened till it be accomplished." 
He thus passed through this great out¬ 
ward and visible world as not being of 
it, and accepted His cross and the sleep 
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of death as the hidden path, by which 
He would reach the much fruit, wherein 
He should see of the travail of His soul 
and be satisfied. 

The man and the sleep and the rib, 
as well as the woman and her seed, are 
no longer the early deposits of the first 
garden, but stand all revealed in the 
Person of the God-man, and form the 
glories which will eternally be displayed 
in the new heavens and the new earth 
and the Paradise of God—when the 
former things have all passed away— 
and God is all, and in all. How little 
do we think, in the midst of the stirs of 
a busy world, that these early mysteries 
of the sleep, and what was builded out 
of Adam's side, are getting their finest 
accomplishments for Christ and the 
church in this present time, without 
noise, or sound of hammer. " We are 
all baptized by one Spirit into one 
body ; " and again, " the Lord loved 
the church and gave himself for it, that 
he might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word, and 
present it to himself a glorious church 
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without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing." What is all this but the anti¬ 
type of the sleep and the rib—or the 
woman and the man, and the two 
made one flesh—of which the Spirit by 
Paul says, " This is a great mystery, 
but I speak concerning Christ and the 
church ? '' Nor should the '' rejoicing '' 
in the Apocalypse be omitted: " let us 
rejoice and be glad and give honour to 
him, for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come and his wife hath made herself 
ready" and the rib which the Lord 
God had taken from man, made He a 
woman, and brought her unto the man. 

In the garden of the second man, 
(over the brook Cedron) redemption 
had been accomplished by means of 
death; and sin and death put away, 
which necessitated this redemption ; for 
Jesus stood there in resurrection ; and 
those on whose behalf He had died, were 
there with Him to share the fruits, 
which He had gathered for Himself and 
which He handed to them in John xx. 
Life was forfeited, and the man and the 
woman driven out from the first garden, 
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having broken up their relationship 
with God through transgression—the 
gate, and the flaming sword in the hand 
of the cherubim, barred the way of 
Eden. In the second garden, stands 
the empty sepulchre and the napkin in 
its corner, with two angels the one at 
the head and the other at the feet where 
the body of Jesus had lain. A new¬ 
born company are gathered together on 
the other side of death and judgment, 
and the empty sepulchre—a group of 
redeemed men and women through the 
sacrifice of Christ are there with Jesus 
Himself in the glory of His resurrection, 
in their midst. As Creator, He had 
breathed into Adam's nostrils the breath 
of life, when made out of the dust, but now 
as "the last Adam, a quickening Spirit." 
Jesus gives them life with Himself as 
the risen One, and breathes upon them, 
saying " Receive ye the Holy Ghost." 
These are the fruit of that corn of wheat, 
which would not dwell on earth alone 
nor go to heaven alone, but accept the 
way which the vultures' eye had not 
seen, and fall into the ground and die, 
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that He might ascend as the wave sheaf 
in resurrection before God above. Nor 
is it life merely with Himself that He 
gives them, accompanied by the Holy 
Ghost; but He puts His beloved ones 
into the same relationship with the 
Father as Himself, saying, " Go tell my 
brethren, I ascend to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your 
God." 

The death which Adam earned by 
sin, and which separated him from Eden 
and from God, is reversed as we gee it, 
and take it up in the risen Lord; for it 
becomes in us, by the Holy Ghost a 
power which separates us from the flesh 
and the world and Satan, and all that 
once separated us morally from God, 
when we were men in the flesh. 

We are dead, and free by means of 
death from every thing that once had 
the dominion over us, and are married 
to another, even to Him that is raised 
from the dead, that we should bring 
forth fruit unto God, " Ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in God" 
has made us one with the heavenly man 
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—circumcised with the circumcision of 
Christ—and gives us the answer of 
death itself, to all which else had autho¬ 
rity to demand the wages of sin from 
us. This answer of death indorsed 
find maintained in the power of life, 
enables us to set our affections on things 
above, and mortify our members which 
are upon the earth. Further, death is 
ours, and death is gain to us even while 
here below, " always bearing about in 
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus ; 
that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our body." More¬ 
over, the devil who gained this power of 
death by man's sin in the garden of 
Eden, has been stripped of it in the 
garden where Jesus walked in the 
brightness of that first day of the week, 
very early in the morning, and talked 
with His own who came out to meet 
Him upon another, and a new standing 
with Himself. He could not be holden 
of death but descended into the grave 
that by means of death "he might destroy 
him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and deliver them who through 


