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A Voicy to the Haithful,

MARK’S GOSPEL.
CHAPTER V.

Ir calming the winds and the sea shews -
the Lord’s power over creation, that
which follows shews it over devils: He
casts out a Legion by His word.- But
now we find the cffect of the manifesta-
tion of His power upon the world, even
when it worked for the deliverance of
men. They beseech Jesus to depart,
and He goes awsy. Poor world! the
quict influence of Satan upon the heart
is more disastrous than His outward and
visible power ; this is sad enough, but
the power of the Lord is quite sufficient
to drive it away; whereas on the other
hand, the quiet influence of Satan in the
heart, drives away Jesus Himself, And
remark that when the presence of God
VOL. IX. B
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ig felt, it is more terrible than that of
Satan : man would wish to free himself
from the latter, but cannot; but the
presence of God is @nsupportable when
it makes itself felt: and indeed man
has driven God (in the person of Christ)
out of this world. Jesus gave Himself
for us, it is true ; but as regards man’s
responsibility, he has driven out the
Lord. T do not doubt that all this scene
is the representation of the end of the
Lord’s history; and that the swine
present to us the end of the Jews, who
are hurried into perdition as possessed
of the devil, at the end of their history.
The world did not wish to have Jesus ;
the Jews are cast down into hopeless
ruin.

The man who is cured is quiet; he
wishes to be with Jesus who is going
away, but this is not allowed him. He
must go and announce to others what
God had done for him. Here is the
position of the disciples and of all
Christians after the Lord’s departure
from this world. They desire to goand
be with Him, but are sent again into the
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world to declare the blessed work that
the Lord has done in their own persons;
they can by their own experience say
what is the grace and the power of
‘Jesus. But how deplorable is the state
of the world and of man! The presence
" of the devil is more tolerable for him
than that of God. He would wish to
check the violent manifestations of the
power of Satan, but cannot—the bands
are burst asunder, and the man is as bad
as ever. God is not atyrant like Satan,
He is good, full of grace, and frees men
in Christ from Satan’s power ; but this
being the proof of the presence and
power of God, man shews that this
presence is ingupportable to him, even
when God manifests Himself as tho
deliverer from all the evils which sin
and Satan’s power have infroduced.
The history which follows reveals the
true relationships between Jesus and
Israel. dJesus came to heal Israel ; but
Tsvael was in fact dead, speaking spirit-
ually; when Jesns arrived, it was
necessary to raise him, if it were God’s
will that he should live; the Lord counld
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do it, and will do it for this nation in
the last days. DBut then being in the
way with the people, the ecrowd of
Israel surrounded him ; and if individual
faith touched him, the person was
healed, and this is what happened to the
poor afflicted woman. Let us notice
some of the details of the story :—the
Lord distinguishes between true faith
and the eagerness of the crowd which
was attracted by His miracles and by
the benefits it had roceived. Sincerity
was not wanting in the crowd, the
people saw the miracles and enjoy their
effects, but they had not faith in the
person of Jesus. But there was good
in the woman, by grace, that which is
always found in faith, a felt need and
the perception of the excelience of His
Person, and of tho divine power that
was in Jesus accompanied with truc
humility with regard to herself. The
poor woman is sure that if she touch
only the hem of His garment, she shall
be healed ; and in fact it is this that
takes place. As soon as the woman is
healed, Jesus perceives that the power
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which is in Him, and which has gone
out from Him to the woman has worked
with efficacy. And it is always thus;
many can hear the gospel and delight to
listen to it, but faith is another thing ;
and faith always receives the TLord’s
answer to the need which it presents to
Him. He may make one wait, if He
finds it good to exercise the faith, but
He always answers in love : the woman
is perfectly healed. Faith makes the
believer humble about his wretchedness:
the woman wished to remain hidden,
but the Lord encourages the believer,
saying in this instance, ¢ Daughter, be
of good comfort, thy faith hath saved
thee, go in peace.” However timid and
fearful the soul may be in the Lord’s pre-
sence in spiritual things, and however
much it may feel its wretchedness, when
the callis true, it opens out and confesscs
His grace, not the misery which had
rendered this grace needful. It is then
that the Lord encourages and speaks
peace to the heart. Personal faith is
here plainly distinguished from the
eagerness of the crowd which- followed
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Him, whether for curiosity, or for the
benefits which Jesus conferred upon it.
But the power of resurrection was found
in Him and through Him. Israel,
though dead, was only sleeping; the
Lord’s voice will call him into life in
His time.

«AS THE TRUTH IS IN JESUS.”
(Eph. iv. 21.)

Onxe of the prerogatives of God is,
that He ¢ quickeneth the dead ”"—and
another, that He ¢ calleth those thmgs
which be not as though they were "—
and these two are indispensable for all
efficient action, that would meet and de-
liver out of the ruing where we dwell.
They were therefore especially stated in
reference to Abraham ¢“who is the
father of us all,” and in connection with
the promises which ¢ the God of glory "
made to bhim. It is evident that a
natural man, who judges ‘ by the see-
ing of his eyes and the hearing of his
ears,” cannot walk with God, in & path
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like this—and that if Abraham (the
head of the family of faith) is ¢« called
out to walk before God, and to be per-
Ject,” it must be upon the bestowment
of some adequate principle, equally
extraordinary in a man; and which in
its exercise, would practically link Abra-
ham with these prerogatives of God, in
present living communion and joy.
This new principle is ¢ faith "'~—that
faith which is declared to be the gift of
God, and without which ¢“it is impos-
sible to please him,” or to take a single
step with Him, in this pathway of
power from death unto life, which as the
God of glory, He makes for Himself in
the midst of ruins ; and for those whom
He calls out to be blessed, and to be
made a blessing. Indeed it is the com-
bination of these characteristics of God
—with this distinguishing principle of a
real living faith, on our part-—which
makes the path so wonderful and bril-
liant, in the midst of this pres nt evil
world, as we see afterwards in Caleb or
Paul. Nor is this principle merely
God’s own gift to us—but He who im-
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parts it, loves to state its nature and
record its exercises, as well as to pro-
duce them. ¢ Now faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen, for by it the elders
obtained a good repors.” Still further,
as regards its object—¢ he that cometh
to God, must believe that he is— [or
else, why come to Him ?] and that he
is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him”— [or else, what advantageth
it us, to accept His path, and to walk
with Him ?] The illustrious names of
the departed, who lie at Machpelah and
Hebron ; orwho are enrolled in Hebrews
xi., as those ‘of whom the world was
not worthy;” supply an unequivoeal
answer as fto the ¢ blesscdness of the
men” who then walked with God.
These precious records establish the un-
changeable fact, that ¢ without faith it
is impossible to please God,” whether
in an earthly calling unto blessing in
Canaan, as with the patriarchs, and the
nation of Israel in Jerusalem afterwards
—or much more as now in a heavenly
standing and state before God, in Christ
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the Son of His love, as united to Him,
who is ““Head over all things to the
church which is his body, the fulness
of him that filleth all in all.”

It is obvious that those of whom we
have just spoken in Hebrew xi. are not
yet ““mado perfect ;”” and it is equally
clear that those who have fallen asleep
in Christ, as well as those who are alive
and rcmain upon the carth, are not in
their final state of Dlessing; “ God
having foreseen some better thing as to
us, that they should not be made perfect
without ws.””  What perplexity and
confusion would attach, therefore, to all
the departed as well as to oursclves, if
the confidence of ** faith ™’ could not lay
hold on our perfection ¢ in righteousness
and true holiness’” in Christ, at such a
moment, in the unchanging ¢ preroga-
tives ”’ of God, by which He still works
out His will towards wus, as the
Quickener of the dead ; and as the One
who calls things that are not, as though
they were! ¥aith, which is the gift of
God, brings us out to walk with Him ;
and faith thus readily links itself with

B2
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the Father, who hag life in Himsclf,
and who quickens and raises the dead.
To these effects of this mighty power,
by which we pass from death nnto life
we must yet add the hepe of a «“glorious
resurrection,” or else ¢ the blessed hope
of the Lord’s coming ”’ and our rapture
as parts of our own calling and history,
in a ¢ walk with God ” till the day of
Christ, when ¢ that which is perfect ig
come, and all that is in part be done
away.”  The teaching of Jesus with
His disciples was to establish this same
link of connection, bebween the children
of God then, and ¢ the children of the
resurrcetion ;”’ when He said “now
that the dead «re raised, even Moses
shewed at the bush, when he calleththe
Lord the God of Abraham and the God
of Isanc and the God of Jacob, for he
is not a God of the dead, but of the
living ; for all live unto him,” and will
be manifest as such in the kingdom of
God on the other side of the rapture.
We have thus reached afurther and ne-
cessary point by these seripturcs, namely
“that he who hath hogun a good work
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in us, will perform it until the day of
Christ,” and that these prerogatives of
God, when in their fullest scope and
exercise, are made to us ¢ the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.”” That they become, in
fact, faith’s reekonings ; for the one and
simple characteristic of faith is, that it
gees with God in the light in which He
beholds things, and leads us therefore
to call things that are not as though they
were.

‘We may now pass on to consider how
immensely practical is this reckoning
on our part (wherc we are, and as we
arc), in order that owr communion with
God may be in fhe sunlight of His
grace towards us in Christ; and not be
obscured in our own souls, by any or all
the contradictory experiencesthat spring
up from the existence of the flesh with-
in us, as well as from the diverse cha-
racter of Satan, and men, and things
around us. It is important to mnotice
here, the vast difference produced by the
incarnation of Christ—in whom a new
order of manhood was introduced and



12 A volck To THE PAITHFUL.

established upon carth; and a corre-
spondingly new order of relations re-
vealed through His death and resurrec-
tion, in heaven with the Father, and the
IFather’s housc. Life and death, which
werc only known aforetime in Adam,
come out thus in another character and
sphere in the second Man, the Lord
from heaven. Consequently a believer
in Christ, is no longer in an Adam
btandmg before God—ror is he in a sin-
state, or part of a fallen ercation, though
for a while he is in it, and in the like-
ness of the first man. Ag one with
Christ, the head of a new creation, and
a new race, ‘“all things are yours . . . .
life, death, the world, things present,
things to come, all ave yours, and yo are
Christ’s and Christ is God’s,” and it is,
as thus seen in Him, that by grace we
learn them now, ag ours. If wo trace
some of these carly reckonings between
faith and God, in the exercisé of His
own prervogatives, as they are developed
in the first chapters of the Iipistle to
the Romans, we shall disecover how
exactly they arc maintained for us after
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this new pattern, by the Holy Ghost’s
testimony and teaching, since the resur-
rection of Christ from the dead, by tho
glory of the Father. It will be of great
moment, to see that our reckonings are
well kept, and correspond with this
charter of our liberty—as we pass out
of death unto life, ‘““in him.” Were
these things ectually truc in us, they
would be matter of realization and ex-
perience now ; and need not be reckoned
true either by us on our part, or by God
who ¢ calleth those things which be not
as though they were.” The truth re-
specting ourselves as believers in Christ,
is not as yct made actual and real to us,
except by the witness of the indwelling
Spirit ; nor will it be, till our resurree-
tion into the likeness of Christ, in the
day when ¢“we put off the image of the
earthy man,” and we are presented by
the Lord, ¢ unblamable in holiness and
unrebukable in love, in the presence of
his TFather.”  In the meanwhile, we
are called to reckon a state, or condition
to be true of us to < faith,” beeause God
has made if to be eternally true of us in
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fact, before Himself somewhere; and
by grace to us (as we know) in another
Person, as our substitute. This He has
done at the cross, and in Christ ; where
all the questions arising from the flesh,
and the world, and Satan, have been
settled for ever by God in righteous
judgment, by the death of His Son. In
Romans iv. the examples of Abraham,
¢the friend of God,” and David, “a
man after God’s own heart,” are intro-
duced as illustrative of these facts—and
observe, as regards their righteousness
and iniquities. Of the first it is said, he
“believed God and it was reckoned to
him for righteousness ’——whereas David
not only says this, but affirms ¢ the
blessedness of the man to whom God
reckong righteousness, without works.”
Moreover this righteousness is reckoned
to each, ag the result of grace, and not
of debt.

Again, as to transgressions, David
adds, ¢ blessed are they whose Iniquities
are forgiven, and whose sins are covered ;
blessed is the man to whom the Lord
will not veckon sin,” Who is it, we may
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ask, that will not reckon iniquities to
the man who committed them ? and will
reckon righteousness without works, to
the man who was without any ? It is
God, in the exercise of the prerogatives
of which we are speaking, and which
belong to Him as His new rights
through the redemption that has been
accomplished in Christ Jesus. This ig
clearly stated asthe ground, upon which
this double action of reckoning and not
reckoning proceeds, in chapter iii. 25:
“whom God hath set forth to be a pro-
pitiation through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the remis-
sion of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at
this time his righteousness: that he
might be just, and the Justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.” It is quite
plain, that God has been righteous in
the judgment of our transgressions and
sins upon Christ, at the cross; and that
He is equally righteous in raising up
Christ from the dead for our justification.
It is upon these two facts that God acts
in grace and truth towards us, as vegards
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our standing and state, and upon which
we reckon by faith towards Him ; and
all proper christian experience flows
from these divine realities. Moreover,
righteousness is imputed or reckoned to
us, ““if we believe on him that raised
up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who
was delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification.” Our
offences are gone with His death, and
that for ever—and His resurrection is
become the proof of our justification. A
new ground is thus laid, as the basis of
all God’s actings towards us ; and faith,
that sees as He sees, accepts this as the
seale of its own reckonings with Him :
till our resurrection, or translation at the
second coming of our Lord, shall make
it ag manifest and plain to sight and
gense and inward feelings, as it is now
incomplete .or even unreal to them.
¢« Beloved, now are we the sons of God;
and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be : but we know that when he shall
appear, we shall be like him ; for we
shall see him as he is,”” We are justi-
fied and made complete in Christ, and
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are ¢“ as Christ is”’ before God, in fuct;
becaunse Christ sits at His right hand in
glory, as our representative ; and we in
Him and with Him, in risen life, as our
Head. Past, present, and future are all
alike to Grod, and therefore He can call
things that are not as though they were;
and by that faith, which is the gift of
God (and the substance of things hoped
for, and the evidence of things not seen)
we can reckon them true of us, in that
same Christ, and count upon the power
of God to make what we reckon now, to
be manifest in us when Christ who is
our life shall appear, and we appear with
him in glory.
(To be continued.)

THOUGHTS I'OR THIS DAY.
THE REWARD OF SEPARATION.

It has been often said, God is both love
and light. Beeause of Ilis love we aro
born of God; and we are children
of the light. As God is love He never
fails in love to His children, whom of
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much higher and greater, and the reward
of separation unto God.

Every saint who is subject to the word
has his feet washed, but the Lord does
not manifest Himself to anyone who docs
not keep His word; and certainly he
must be separated, or washed by His
word first, before he can kecp it ; and
when we kecp it, and are walking in the
holy path which it defines, then our re-
ward is the manifestation of Christ, and
the abiding presence of Him and of the
TFather.

THE REMNANT AT THE CLOSE.

“Hre must increase, but I must de-
crease; '—the key-note to all His ways
with us. The only things that I could
as a ruined creature give Him were my
sing, my nakcdness, my lost condition :
to wash out the first; to hide me in His
own acceptance as to the second; and to
share His own given glory for the third.
But even these I could not give up to
Him, so ag to have done with them, for
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I was not greater than the “I” that
loved myself : but He has adjusted that
difficulty, and we are mutually satisfied;
He, with His Father’s service in so doing,
and I (renewed) with the delight He had
in so acting. John's reference to the
words I suppose was as to service—tho
herald is of importance until the One
heralded appears. But truly as to us,
He works our works in us. John xii.
24, ¢« it bringeth forth much fruit.”. . .

What is wanted in our day, methinks,
if He is to be magnified upon earth, ere
He comes to feteh us, is a fresh action
of the Spirit; it may be a hidden and
quict one, as that that wrought ere He
came the first time. But there was in
the temple Zacharias; and near it
Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, Anna, Simeon,
&e., &e. So there might be going on
now, a silent formative power, preparing
for the bright and morning Star’s ap-
pearing. Do you judge that in heaven
therc is no sensational movement toward
that hour ? Surely it is the present
mind of heaven which has acted upon
us ; the very mind that says, ¢ Surely
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I come quickly,” which has led to our
saying, ¢ Even so, come, Lord Jesus :”
and led to our looking at what there
may be still around ourselves prae:
tically inconsistent with that hope.
6-9-74. G. V. W,

IN THE HOLIEST.

No more veil ! God bids me enter
By the new and living way—
Not in trembling hope [ venture,

Boldly, I His call obey—
There with Him, my God, I meet
God upon the Mercy-seat.

In the robes of spotless whiteness,
With the blood of priceless worth,
He has gone into that brightness,
Christ rejected from the earth—
Christ accepted there on high,
And in Him do I draw nigh.

Oh, the welcome 1 have found there,
God in all His love made known !

Oh, the glory that surrounds there
Those aceepted in His Son !
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Who can tell the depths of bliss,
Spoken by the Father’s kiss!

All His joy told out unhindered,
Nought but Christ His eye can see,
Christ into His joy has entered,
And in Christ He welcomes me.
Would I know how dear to God ?
Priceless, as Chirist’s precious blood.

‘¢ There,” He saith, “ and thus T meet thee,
On the Mevcy-seat above;
There I commune with thee, greet thee,
Tell thee all thy Father’s love;
There thy blest reward shall be,
All that Jesus is to me.”’

One with Him, O Lord, before Thee,
There I live, and yet not I,

Christ it is who there adores Thee,
Who more dear, or who more nigh ?

All the Father’s heart mine own—
Mine—and yet His Son’s alone,

Place of glory, place of blessing,
Place where God Iiis heart displays,
All in Thee, O Christ, possessing,
Thine the voice that leads our praise,
Thine the new eternal song,
Through the ages borne along.
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As within His Temple olden,
Was there seen no costly stone :*
Nought but cedar, carved and golden,
Nought but Christ, and Christ alone ;
So the stones so dearly bought,
" God in heaven beholds them not.

All the worth T have before Him
Is the value of the blood ;

I present, when I adore Him,
Christ the first-fruits unto God.

Him with joy doth God behold,
Thus is my acceptance told.

* 1 Kings vi. 18.

FRAGMENT.

Surtapinity to Christ is of o double
nature ; on the one hand, it is separa-
tion from what would draw away our
hearts from him ; and on the other, it is
the manner and ways learned from
Himself, which I may call appropriation.
In the one, the ground is cleared of
weeds ; in the other, it is planted with
choice plants suited to His mind.






