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A Doige to the Suithful,

MARK'S GOSPEL.
Cuarrer xmr. 80-87.

“Heaven and earth shall pass away;
but my words shall not pass away.”
The destruction of Jerusalem under Titus
the Roman emperor was something like
this, but the Lord’s prophecy was in no
wise accomplished. First of all, the
Lord did not come after this event; then
algo that about which Daniel had spoken
had not come to pass. Whether we count
1260 days or 1260 years after the de-
struction of Jerusalein, nothing happened
at that time ; and then there cannot be
two tribulations ¢ such as never were.”
In Luke’s Gospel we find first of all the
destruction of Jerusalem and the pre-
sent state of the Jews, but nevertheless
he does not speak of the abomination of
desolation; but he distinguishes very
VOL, X. B
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in this seene, where His death was re-
quired, and where we are commemorat-
ing it.

This was THE BEGINNING, and
thus only can there be a true sense
of my relation to Christ or of His
relation to His saints on earth. This
was lost for centuries, and it is now
revived, but not through the instru-
mentality of books. When the truth
is revived, it is, as it was at the
first, through channels immediately in-
structed by the Lord Himself. This is
the revival and the manner of His grace
in this day. As He taught Mary Mag-
dalene, as He taught the two disciples,
so does He in His gracious lovingkind-
ness, teach in this day. The same steps
have to be trodden, the same exercises
have to be passed through., The church,
so-called, with its writings of centuries,
and its pious ministers, contribute no-
thing to this revival. It is entirely and
absolutely effected by the Lord’s in-
structing, and leading souls into it, as
He did at the beginning ; so that He can
say of the Philadelphian church, ¢ Thou
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hast a little power [no power but from
abiding in Christ], thou hast kept my
word, and hast not denicd my name.”
His word and His name are His doctrines
and His character ; and one who keeps
this is a Philadelphian ; and this is the
way in which he is taught.

The Lord give us to see the nature of
the great revival in the present day, and
1o partake of the untold blessings con-
nected with it.

THE EMPTY PITCHER.

Gop’s purpose is (as one has expressed
it) that we should always ¢float in the:
full current of His grace.” To accom-
plish this, and safely pass the shoals
without touching ground, we have need
to be vessels of light draught. But
there is the flesh within us, which, so to
speak, is not buoyant, only dead weight,
like the axehead which fell into Jordan
(2 Kings vi. 5), and it is only in propor-
tion as this is judged and kept in the
place of death, that we know what it is
to be carried onward by grace on our



98 A VOIOR TO THE FAITHFUL.

voyage homewards, A self-judged saint,
like a vessel of light draught, can be
gafely freighted with that which would
otherwise bé the cause of his stranding.
Another, less exercised in this, and
therefore less buoyant, needs to have
everything thrown overboard in order
to pass the points of danger in safety.
Hence the variety of the Lord’s dealings
with us on the way, inexplicable to all
who are forgetful of the purpose of His
heart, and the unchanging grace that
seoks the accomplishment of it by re-
moving every obstacle from within, and
from without. What a God is ours, who
thus cares for us, subjecting us to pro-
cesges and discipline, often both severe
and painful, but none the less needful
to keep us from shipwreck ;—stripping
off and emptying out everything, even
to that which geems to us essential for
us, in order that flesh may be kept in
the place of death, and our souls brought
fully into the enjoyment of the peaceful
fruits of righteousness, which chastening
yields - to them who are exercised
thereby.



THE REPOSE OF FAITH.

As the storm arises,
Full of fears they stand,
For they have not known Him
In the heavenly land ;
Anxiously they wake Him,
Call upon His power;
And He calms the tempest,
Clears the clouds that lower.,

They behold and wonder
At the Word of God,—
Of the earth’s Creator,
As they round Him stood ;
All is calm in nature—
As before the storm;
All the suffering ended,
Hushed is their alarm.

Had they lain beside Him,
Left Him still to sleep,
They would pass with Jesus—
O’er the rolling deep.
See Him ! calmly resting
On His God alove;
And as Man depending
On an arm of love.

They would taste of glory,
Prove the wing of power—

Share with Him the blessing
In the trying hour;
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Learn to sleep with Jesus,
Wake when He arose ;

Know the blessed secret
Of His deep repose.

Wondrous preparation—
Of a Father’s care,

For the King of glory—
As He wandered here.

Ere one restless billow
O’er the waters rolled,

Love doth lay its pillow
For that head of gold.*

Happy brother pilgrim !
Step within the boat,
If the Master bid thee,
Safe with Him afloat!
Take no self-made comfort,
For a coming storm
Thou art heir with Jesus,
Launch without alarm,

All the winds of Satan
Rolling o’er the world ;
Raising waves as mountains,
All his power unfurled ;
Cannot, dare not, harm thee,

In the path He trod
Thou shalt find a pillow e
In the peace of God.

* ¢ His head is a8 the most fing gold,” Cant, v. 11,
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Had we talked of dangers,
Lre we launched away,
Might we not have carried
Helps for trial's day ?
Or alas! it may be—
Not have launched at all
Every plan found wanting—
For the tempest’s fall.

Oh the joy of flying
’Mid the waves and wind !
When we’ve done with trying
Nature-helps to find ;
Far from all resources—
Of the Adam-land;
On the rest provided
By our Father’s hand.

Sweet it is to nestle
Under grace’s wings,
Covered with its feathers—
Timid weakly things ;
Ags a hen, He gathers,—
Thus e proves His care—
And as grace aboundeth
We draw closer there,

Glory —resurrection—
Ends our toil and strife;

Now we walk in newness—
Of a glory—Ilife;

Soon we shall live with Ilim
Now He lives in ug—

81
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Vessels from the glory,
Are our bodies thus,

On the wings of eagles
Up and on we soar,
Through the raging waters
As they swell and roar;
Thus we learn our power,
Learn to sympathize,
Giving from the glory
What that land supplies.

And we act like Jesus
‘When He fell asleep ;
Leaving One to guard us
Through the rolling deep;
Finding then a pillow
‘We did not prepare,
Teaching those around us,
Qur repose to share,

And while taking pleasure
In distresses; we
Even in our trials,
From ourselves are free;
On the heaving billow
Silent preachers there,
Pointing to the pillow
Of our Father’s care,




THE FULNESS OF THE DIVINE
WORD.

Tuere is & fulness in the divine word
which distinguishes it from merely hu-
man productions. For though human
instruments were selected for the writing
of it, they were either the mouthpieces,
or the penmen of the divine anthor, the
Holy Spirit of God.

An instance of a monthpiece of the
Spirit is furnished us in Jeremiah, from
whose lips Baruch wrote down his
predictions (Jer. xxxvi. 4, xlv. 1); and
another in Paul, who employed Tertius to
record in & legible form the words which
flowed from his lips. (Rom. xvi. 22.)
An instance of a penman we have fur-
nished us in Moses (Deut. xxxi. 9),
whilst of David the king we read (Ps.
xlv. 1), that his tongue was the pen of
a ready writer. Remembering then the
position in which the different sacred
seribes stood to the one and the diyine
author, we can readily understand that
there may be, and the study of the Bible

VOL, X, ¢
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proves that there is, a depth and a ful-
ness in God’'s revelation, the like of
which we may seek for elsewhere in
vain. For as words are but the index
to the mind of the one who makes use of
them, and the expression of the thoughts
intended to be conveyed, ‘the decper,
the more comprehensive, the mind of the
author, the fuller we may surely expect
will be the communiecation when made
known; and when it is God’s mind
that we have unfolded to us, and just
so much of it as He has thought fit to
reveal, He must have spoken as one fully
acquainted with the subject of which
His words treat, and as one who knows
the importance of every expression of
which the Spirit has made use.

By fulness then we mean, not the
multiplication of words, but the force
and the meaning of the well-selected
terms, each one of which in its place is
of great value, and the loss of any one
of which would be detrimental to the
reader’s advancement in the knowledge
of the divine revelation. An illustration
of this characteristic of the word we meet
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with in Psalm ex. To this the reader’s
attention is sought to be directed.

Shovt though this Psalm is, it is & most
important section of the Bible, full ofin-
struction for God's saints, and a solemn,
most solexan word for unsaved souls.
For following Psalm cix. in which we
have predicted the rejection of the Lord
Jesus, and the judyment on Judas for
hig treacherous dealing with his master;
we learn from the opening of Psalm ex.
where Jehovah has placed the rejected
one, and in the body of it we are taught
something about the royalty, and official
position, which will openly be His in the
day of earth’s millennial sabbath,

The purport however of this paper is
not to dwell at length on the general
teaching of the Psalm, but simply to call
attention to the fulness there is in the
opening verse of it, as taught us by the
Lord Jesus, the subject of it, and by the
Holy Ghost who indited 1t. We tread
therefore on sure ground, for we deal not
with conelusions or surmises of men,
which may or maynot be correct, but have
before us divine teaching as to that
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which the words were intended to con-
tain, and to convey.

The first, ag far as we know, who
drew attention to this portion of the
word was the Lord Jesus Himself, when
in the temple at Jerusalem shortly
before His crucifixion. Having been
questioned as the Teacher successively
by the Herodians, the Sadducees, and the
DPharisees, and having given them each
an angwer, which silenced these different
classes of (uestioners, He, whom they
professed to regard as a Teacher, in Hig
turn interrogates the Pharisees: ¢ What
think ye of Christ; whose Son is he ?”
To this they returned a ready response,
¢ The Son of David.” Again the Lord
interrogated them: ¢ How then doth
David in spirit call him Lord, saying,
The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou
on my right hand, till T make thine
enemies thy foot-stool. If David then
call him Lord, how is he his son ?"
(Matt, =xxii, 42-45.) This question
none could answer. Had they known the
solution of that which seemed like a
riddle, truth as to the person of the
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Lord would have been understood, and
statements, which they characterized as
blasphemous, would have been made
clear to subject hearts. To us, who
" have the advantage of fuller divine teach-
ing, the answer is simple enough, yet
although the Pharisees were in ignorance
about His person, the Lord by His
reference to this Psalm made it clear to
all, to them if they would receive i, as
well as tous, that David, when he penned
it, was really writing of the Christ.

The general subject of the Psaln
" having been thus stated, further teaching
about it was postponed till its partial
fulfilment could be asserted. The op-
portunity for this was not far distant.
A few weeks later, Peter on the day of
Pentecost called the attention of his
numerous listeners to its statements, and
pressed upon them its legitimate teach-
ing. The Lord’s ascension to heaven
had in part fulfilled it. For of whom
did David write ? Not of himself, said
Peter, for his sepulchre was with them
to that day. David therefore had not
risen, but Christ had, and further, He
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had ascended to heaven, in proof of
which He had shed forth that which
they saw and heard. A bodily ascen-
sion, then David sang of, not a
gpiritual one; an aseension in person
with a human body, not one in spirit,
was what the Holy Ghost by David here
taught. David’s sepulchre, still tenanted
by its occupant, proved that David had
not ascended into heaven; and the
language of the verse proved that the
king was not writing of himself. But
He of whom the words spoke—Christ
—had ascended, and on the authority of
this Psalm, which spoke of Him, Peter
announced that God had made Him
Lord and Christ. The Master had de-
clared David thus wrote of the Christ.
The Spirit by Pctor calls attention to
His being made Lord, a title of dignity,
but not an assertion of divinity.

Yet He was, He is God, and this same
verse is quoted in support of the teach-
ing of His divinity. His Lordship as
owned by God is clear; His divinity as
declared by God is equally indisputable,
¢ For to which of the angels said he at
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any time, Sit on my right hand, until I
make thino enemies thy footstool 2
(Heb. i. 18.) Here it is the apostle
Paul who takes up the Psalm, and
draws attention to the place now occu-
pied by the Lord Jesus as demonstrative
of the truth of His person. ¥For whilst
Psalm cii., quoted in that same chapter
of the Hebrews, takes us back to the
past, and Psalm xlv. earries us on in
thought to the future, the quotation from
our Psalm tells us of the present, thus
together forming a threefold witness to
His divinity., Peter then in the Acts
notices the title bestowed on the man
Jesus, Paul in the Hebrews reminds
his readers of the place He now occu-
pies. His ascension to heaven, and the
dignity conferred on Him, were Peter's
theme, so he quotes the whole verse.
His divinity was the subject of Paul's
teaching, so he brings forward only the
latter part of it.

But we have not exhausted the teach-
ing of these few inspired words. For
the apostle Paul refers to them three
times, once more in this same epistle,
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and again when writing to the Corin-
thians,

Where the Lord is, is a testimony to
Hig divinity, for who could sit there but
one who is God ? It is a Man who sits
there, it is true; for ere He sat down on
high, He had drunk of the brook by the
way ; but Jehovah alone could be by
the side of Jehovah in heaven. Not
only, however, are we reminded of His
present place, but His attitude also we
learn is instructive. He sits as High
Priest for a continnance (Heb. x. 12, Gr.),
whereas the priests on earth were stand-
ing daily. These latter stood, because
their work was really never done, each
day, each week, each month, each year,
called for renewed service at the altar.
He sits, because His sacrificial work is
cnded. To the divinity of His person
we see this Psalm bears witness, since it
reveals to us where He now is; to the
perfectness of His work, as never to be
resumed, it also calls attention, since it
expressly tells us of Hig attitude on high.
He sits, the token that His work is done.
Where He sits, throws light on His
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person, and by consequence on the
value of His atoning work. That He
sits for a continuance, speaks volumes as
regards the completeness of it. But
more. He sits in expectation. But of
what ? To minister again, as it were,
at the altar?  To offer Himself afresh?
No, that has been done once for all.
He awaits now only God’s recognition
of the service He rendered to Him, by
putting all His enemies under His feet.
Do we rest then on our estimate of
the work of Christ ? Nay. It is Christ’s
estimate of it in which we are invited
to share; God's estimate of it too, as
witnessed by the expectation of Christ,
and attested by the Spirit’s presence on
earth, and by His teaching through the
word.

But further, our Psalm speaks of His
enemies. *“ Thine enemies.” God will |
treat them as His own, surely, but they
are written of as the enemies of Christ.
Who then are these? What will be
clagsed in this category, when God puts
Christ’s enemies under His feet 2 When
too will that be effected? On these

c2
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points the Psalm, which is silent,
receives elucidation from the New Tes-
tament; and this serves to remind us
that therve is, at times, more in the Old
Testament scripture than what at first
sight appears, nceding, however, the
teaching of the Holy Spirit to disclose
it.  TIu this instance it is 1 Corinthians
xv. 25-20, which declaves ib, ¢ I'or He
must reign till He hath put sll cnemics
under His fect. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death.,” Iere by
the omission of the pronoun, the thought
of the Psalm is expanded to its full
dimensions, and the duration of time
during which that clause of its first
verse will be in process of fulfiliment is
revealed tous. ““Thine enomies’ wrote
David, ““all enemics’ wrote Paul. No-
thing which can be classed as an encmy
of God or His people will be exempted,
but, till death itself shall be destroyed,
of which Revelation xx. 14, gives the
account, the full mind of the Spirit, who
revealed the truth by David, and com-
mented on it by Paul, will not have been
carried out,
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How full then is this word! Of the
Christ and Lord David wrote, of His
divinity he taught, and by the Spirit's
reference to the words he penned,
a light is cast both on the finished
character of Christ’s work, and on
the enemies which are to be put under
His feet. With all this in so few
words, we may well remember the im-
portanco of not merely skimming the
surface of the Bible, but of digging, as
it were, more into its depths, as far as
the Holy Ghost gives us light on its
pages, its clauses, and its words,

DISCIPLINE IN THE SCHOOL
OF GOD.

Tsaram.

Ix chaptlers xiil. and xiv., down to verse
27, the rise and fall of Babylon are pre-
sented to the prophet. It is worthy of
note that at this time, historically, Ba-
bylon was a very insignificant place ; but
the Spirit of God instructs His servant
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words ; like one afraid to loosen one
stave of the cask, or one spoke in the
wheel, lest all should be byoken up.

THE EXERCISE.

If T am in Christ, Christ is in me. Then
comes the question, Is my flesh so
broken down that I am practically up
to this? The flesh is never altered;
we have to watch it incessantly.

The apostle Paul is taken up into
Paradise. Now, you may think, he
will not have a trace of flesh left in
him! Not at all. He needed a mes-
senger of Satan, or he would have been
puffed up : he needed something to
humble him, The Lord put his servant
into the danger, but what met the dan-
ger was something thoroughly humbling
to Paul. He does not take the revela-
tion away from him ; but neither does
He take the thorn away. He lays him
in the dust—makes him contemptible in
the very thing his whole soul wag in,
even his ministry,
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80 with Job. God can say of him
to Satan, Hast thou considered my
gervant Job, that there is none like him
on the earth ? He was surrounded by
every blessing, and he says, ‘ When

“the eye saw me it blessed me.”” ¢ Oh,”
says God, ““ that will not do.” It wasg
all true ; but he was beginning to estecm
himself for it, so the Lord gave him up
to be broken ; and then it was no longer
“when the eye saw me it blessed ux,”
but ““now mine eye seeth THEE, there-
fore I abhor myself." That is what we
all need : full consciousness of what we
are in ourselves, but not to weaken the
consciousness of what we are in Christ.
I firgt get to know that L am a man in
Christ, and God forbid that that should
be weakened ; but then I have to learn
that the treasure is in an earthen vessel.
The flesh hinders my realizing it, and
the flesh must be put down. I must
learn that the flesh has not the smallest
title to say a word, or to have a will;
and then I grow in the: blessed know-
ledge of the unsearchable riches of
Christ. T first get the place in Him,



62 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL,

and simply own it to be all of grace;
and secondly, T get the dealings of God
and the cxercises He puts me through
here. I thus learn entire dependence,
and utter weakness; but like Paul, I
have Christ with me, and I like to be
weak, that the power may rest on e,
The secret of all power is the ssnse
that I can do nothing, absolutely no-
thing, but that His strength is made
perfect in this very weakness of mine.
We are left here to manifest the life
of Jesus herve, where Christis not. Is it
our whole purpose to manifest this life
of Jesus in our mortal flesh ? Is our
one desire to possess Christ in glory ?
If God has spent His Son (if T may so
speak) on having our souls, ought not
our souls to be so with Him, that we
may spend our lives here for him who
died for us? He died, ¢ that they
which live should not henceforth live
unto themsclves, but to Him who died
for them and rosc again,” Is the earn-
est desire of our hearts to be epistles of
Christ, known and read of all men ? If
we are Mis, what we have to seek is
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thisonesingle Christ,
to serve Him, and then to wait for God's
Son from heaven ; to he as that
wait for their Lord. The Sou
o God has given, not that wo
should live in flesh but that we
should he His in heart asin title.

May be and gladly
conscious of the claim of Christ over us
as redeemed ones, that we may bo for
Him until He to
us to Himself in glory.

"HE IS LOVELY."

WE gaze on Thee, Lord Jesus!
Thy beauty fills each

And from that sight, Lord Jesus!
We would cannot

We how entranced
Rapt with Thy glory, Lord !

Our ravished hearts adore Thee,
In one exultant chord.

And as gaze,
How spare its
And
one supreme delight.



