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I Uoite to t]jt daiftful 

THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPELS. 

MATTHEW AND LUKE COMPARED. 

IT is interesting to examine the gospels 
in connection with the experiences of 
the saint, and as to their moral effect 
upon him. In viewing them dispen-
sationally we might look at our Lord's 
course in Matthew, as He ostensibly 
camo " to His own." But let us now 
look at Him there in contrast to the 
privileged representative man of the 
land, with the results of the law he 
had accepted surrounding him. Two men 
are there "under law," but oh! in such 
different aspects. One has come to 
"redeem" those under it—one who was 
"Emmanuel:" the other, a self-willed 
sinner who added transgression to sin, 
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having accepted tlio law to mount to 
God thereby. The law itself waned 
before Him wlio came " under" it in 
Matthew. It came out from glory, it is 
true, but it came no lower than Sinai. 
" The Word mado flesh" came down to 
the " dust and the dunghill" to take to 
glory (whence He came) those cast out 
us to law-righteousness. The latter, 
however, is Luke, who gives the Christ 
of God in contrast to the "holy and 
just and good" law itself. 

When our Lord came, He appeared 
in connection with three phases of things 
which may be scon in the first garden 
(Gen. iii.), and which form tlio basis of 
the synoptic gospels. First, there is a 
representative man—the central object, 
as it were below, his conduct measured 
by law. Secondly, sin brought into 
the scene through man by the serpent, 
and the outflow thereof—all seen before 
God filled with the poison. Thirdly, 
the old creation, with all the fruit of the 
head Adam, ruined, the creation made 
subject to vanity. Now the first throe 
gospels answer to these throe phases, and 
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the Lord meets each of them; while the 
fourth gospel (John) gives us what God 
had been keeping in counsel from ever¬ 
lasting;—"the gift"-which lay in His 
heart, and could not come forth in its 
fulness, till man, the guilty refuser of 
love and goodness, was judicially ended; 
till sin and its fruit—sins—were put 
away according to the measure of His 
righteousness (Kom. iii. 23); and till 
we had died out of tbe scone of ruin; 
till we, formerly the children of the first 
man, had died with Him, who be¬ 
comes our life and righteousness, in a 
new creation. Thus we pass from Luke 
(Paul giving us the bridge of union) to 
John. I may remark that Matthew in 
its moral effect, rather judicially termi¬ 
nates, while Luke supersedes, man as 
man; a new and heavenly Man (in¬ 
cognito as it were) crosses the earth in 
the latter gospel. Indeed we shall find 
it difficult to view the first gospel 
morally, without touching on the third : 
we naturally contrast law and grace. In 
the latter gospel the Christ yields up 
His spirit after the veil is rent, just as 
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Stephen, ere lie departs, sees heaven 
opened to receive him. 

Thus, " There are three things, yea 
four," which wo behold developed in 
orderly perfection by the Evangelists. 

This first gospel sees Christ conversely 
to the third. In Matthew we have "the 
Just One" going down to the cross— 
there to be treated as if He had broken 
the whole law. Thus will He " mag¬ 
nify" it and make it "honourable." 
Whereas the unrighteous one is seen in 
boastful exaltation seeking to rise up¬ 
wards in his pride. In Luke, God is, as 
it were, speaking to us of His blessed 
Son ; and we have the weak and depen¬ 
dent Man in a power not His .own, on 
His way up, (ix. 51) to the glory—His 
reward, through the cross, however; 
whereas the self-willed refuser of grace 
is on his way down, to eternal misery. 
There we see (Luke xv., xvi.) the sinner 
taken with the rewarded One; while the 
legal man, the elder brother, refuses 
grace at the door, (the spot where the 
two separate for ever); first ho disowns 
his earthly . sonship; then (chap. xvi. 
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1) as tho steward in nature, ho is seen 
with a hardening conscience, lowering 
the standard he himself had accepted; 
then, as the one "making merry 
sumptuously every day" (ver. 19), he 
insists on present glory without the 
cross, in final apostacy—having no 
conscience at all ! Fearful end of man 
as man ! 

It is interesting to sec that Matthew 
is the one to record himself as " the pub¬ 
lican." (x. 3.) He has no wish to 
make his " boast of tho law," but rather, 
like David, to say, " I. have sinned 
against, not the law, but the Lord." 
How suitable, too, to see that legal 
flesh at once rejects Him " who is born 
king of the Jews," though having 
intelligence enough to know where He 
was to be born. Hence, ere John the 
Baptist preaches repentance (it is not 
said, in Matthew, " for the remission of 
sins—as in Mark i.; not to speak of "tho 
salvation of God" as in Luke iii., nor of 
the "fulness" and "the Only-begotten" 
as in John i.) in connection with a bap¬ 
tism of water, the king is refused, and 
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is a " Nazarene." We might trace a 
sort of order here too. As the despised 
king conies forward with " great light" 
in chapter iv. going on to " the pro-
2ihets," to be thus rejected also, Mark, 
as it were, seizes the opening for his 
gospel, insisting He is the Son-servant, 
going far beyond the land. Again, as 
Matthew gives us His further rejection in 
chapter xxi., as He asserts His creutorial 
rights, and comes as David's greater 
Son, Luke seizes the opening, and in¬ 
sists on His widespread Lordship, going 
out to the whole creation ; then, sweeping 
beyond even the eighth Psalm, and 
extracting all the heavenly riches from 
the sermon on the mount, &e., he un¬ 
folds the heavenly visitant, yet " Lord 
of all." 

To return to Matthew. One would 
suppose that man would at least con¬ 
sider such words as " I say unto you, 
that every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account," &c. 
But " men" cared not what this right¬ 
eous One said ; hence, in this gospel, wo 
see their determination to banish and 
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blot out of memory sueh a reprover. 
(xxviii.) But those who can thus 
" transgress the commandment of God" 
(and Iransijression is not named after 
Matthew in the gospels) shall hear 
from the Lord's lips their fearful doom. 
Chapter xxiii. discloses the results of 
man's seeking to recover himself by 
the law. 

The seven woes here littered (ver. 14 
should be omitted) give us the perfec-
tion of misery brought on his head who 
is " under the curse." 

We do not hear " peace" pronounced 
to any one in Matthew—not even to the 
one who touched " the hem." This, to 
me, is significant. How could there be 
peace till the man who has in every way 
insulted God, is judieially set aside ? 
Nor do I believe any quickened one 
ha:; solid peace till he sees the end of 
man as under judgment and in the flesh. 
In Luke we have "peace on earth," and 
then, " in heaven" too. In John, 
"peace," and "My peace"—the Son of 
man " is in heaven" there, having i/ono 
•up in Luke. 
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I may notice that since Matthew 
traces the legal man's story, terminating 
his history for us at the cross, and since 
Luke gives us the heavenly One who 
supersedes the earthly man altogether, 
we shall find the latter evangelist addimj 
something, putting on a link, as it were, 
when relating the same truths or occa¬ 
sions. The added link is generally 
something which needs power wholly 
above nature; a contrast, not merely be¬ 
tween good and bad, but between the 
heavenly and the earthly. Luke it is 
who shews the heart of heaven opened 
" unto men" (chap. ii. 0) ; who brings 
the Father out, and takes prodigals 
unto a new home tindfeasting. (chap, xv.) 
So for instance in chapter v. 86-89, wo 
have in addition to what is given in 
Matthew ix. 1C, 17, those words, " No 
man who having drunk old wine, 
straightway dcsircfh now, for he saith 
the old is better." The old wine—the 
joy of nature, is to be superseded, and 
the taste for the new is spoiled if we 
drink the old. It is not only the ne¬ 
cessity of there being " new garments," 
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and now bottles, but the desire is roused 
for " new wine." 

Again, while in Matthew viii. 19-22, 
we only have the case of the scribe who 
proposes to follow the Lord everywhere, 
and of tlio one who was debarred from 
it, by waiting to bury his unconverted 
father ; in Luke ix. 57-62 we have, in 
addition, tho case of him who said, 
" Lord, I will follow thee, but let me 
first bid them farewell which are at 
home at my house;" and this is suita¬ 
ble to tho gospel of the heavenly One 
who opens the door of the Father's 
house; for without that, haw could wo 
rise above the fair and laudable tics of 
nature ? 

Again, Matthew xii. 22 only names 
tho care of this world and the deceitful-
ness of riches ;" Luke in addition 
(chap. viii. 11) speaks of "this life" 
(/Jio?, ordinary manner of living, a wor.l 
not used in Matt.) and its usual enjoy¬ 
ments ; for how can we cease to bo 
snared by those agree'ables,—sweet¬ 
nesses of life, if we have not tho joy 
of the "great supper?" Notice also hj\v 
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Luke xiv. 18-22 adds the tie of nature's 
relationship which ho calls upon us to 
" hate" (ver. 2G) if we are to bo disciples 
of tho rejected One; while Matthew 
(xxii. 5) only speaks of the " farm 
and the merchandise." The " field and 
the oxen" are what IK possess ; but 
nature's tics possess us. " So likewise 
whosoever he be of you that forsaketh 
not all that he hath, ho cannot be my 
disciple." (Luke xiv. 38.) That is not 
a demand, it is &J«ct. 

We might speak of other peculiarities 
as wo examine this first gospel morally, 
bcvi enough has been said to give a sort 
of resume of what I proposed to touch 
upon. I would just remark, ere closing, 
how significant to see " the wise men 
from the east" bringing their gifts of 
gold, &c. They saw more in the royal 
Babe than human or law-righteousness. 
However, if, in the beginning of the his¬ 
tory of " Emmanuel," we find some rising 
above ail Jewish thought as they saw 
"his siiir in the east," we—in Laodicean 
days—may hear "the beginning of the 
creation of God" counsollin" those 
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even who may be sunk in utter indif¬ 
ference, to buy of Him " gold." " The 
bright and Morning Star" is there too. 
The extreme between the Gentile rnagi 
and that Child of Matthew ii. does not 
equal the distance between the " thee" 
and the " ine" of Revelation iii. 18. 

May we own that God's righteousness 
is something more than acquittal because 
of the judicial end of man. Ah ! when 
we have come from Paul and " my gos¬ 
pel," to hear the teaching of the four 
Evangelists, we can truly rejoice as we 
study the history of proud religious 
flesh, and say, " Now we are delivered 
from the law, having died to that in 
which we were held, that we should 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in 
the oldness of the letter." Hagar and 
Ishmaol are thus sent away. The mil¬ 
lennium, of course, will come, when the 
now covenant appears. The old is gone 
in Matthew, and we are beyond the new 
in Lake. 
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simple force to the clrarch of God • so 
that, in my judgment, in order to 
counteract the declension, and renovai -
the Philadelphian type, the pastor and 
teacher must be true to their gifts. 

In conclusion, I would say that I be-
lievo Satan's aim and effort against us is 
to neutralize the effect of the great truth 
which has been revived in this day—• 
the presence of the Holy Ghost. Baffled 
in his effort to get it denied, he then 
seeks to weaken its force in an insidious 
way. This I believe he has succeeded 
in doing amongst TIB, as to its practical 
power, though in point of doctrine it is 
fully acknowledged. Bat there is ever 
a tendency to separate the advantages 
of a truth from its responsibility ; and 
so it is now. Many who rejoice in the 
truth of the indwelling Spirit, for their 
own comfort, are not alive to the respon¬ 
sibility which His presence on earth in 
testimony for Christ involves. 

The Lord lead each of us to be so 
interested in His interests, that we may 
bo helpers together of one another in 
the path of life. 
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MARK. 
IN Matthew we saw the moral effect of 
the acceptance of law, by man—" The 
law entered that the offence might 
abound." Now we shall see that 
"where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound." Hence, in Mark, we 
have the significant words opening the 
book, " The beginning of the gospel 
of [that is, relating to] Jesus Christ, the. 
Son of God." (Chap. i. 1; Bom. viii. 
8.) He is coming down to the place 
where sin and Satan ruined man. It is 
not only the answer to the question to 
man in the fall, " What hast thou 
done?1' but also, "Where art thou?" 
It is tho Son-servant, passing on in 
haste to glorify God. 

In this gospel, we have, as far as I 
know, neither ' law,' ' lawyer,' nor any 
compound of the word (i/o/to?) occurring. 
The measure, as to height, of that 
poison which "by one man entered 
into the world," is " the glory of God." 
(Bom. iii. 28.) The first gospel began 
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with man under law, the offence so 
fearfully abounding, that he at once 
rejects "Emmanuel;" but Mark opens 
with man "in their synagogue, in the 
power of an unclean spirit," a peculiar 
expression, shewing Satan's tool, as it 
were, completely in the coils of the 
serpent. " The Seed of the woman" is 
on the scene, however, to bruise his 
head; and it may be remarked, that the 
enemy of souls is not called " the devil" 
in this gospel: he is always " Satan," 
as in Job. 

In chapter ii. 16 we find " sinners" 
put first—coming to the front. (See 
correct Greek,) Jesus Christ, God's 
Son is pre-eminently their Friend, just 
because God is His object and not their 
need. The controversy is between the 
God of glory, and the miner of man; 
hence it will be seen that the measure 
of sin, as to its depth, is the place 
" where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched." Thrice in chapter 
ix. must our evangelist declare the 
distance to which the guilty sinner must 
be cast who refuses " grace abounding." 
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It is, " ho that believeth not shall be," 
not only judged, but " damned." (Chap, 
xvi.) Hence the law is not the 
measure of sins on the conscience; it 
is the justice of God, opening up the lake 
of fire to the despiser of His blessed 
Servant: He who knew no sin, made 
sin, " that we might become God's 
righteousness in him." 

The Servant speaks no good thing of 
the injured one in this gospel. He will 
not extol the faith of the Syro-phenician 
(chap, vii.), though He does so fully in 
the presence of the law-boaster. (Matt. 
xv.) If the sinner in the chains of Satan 
is to be saved, not one word is to be 
said for him. The Messenger is among, 
not only " an adulterous," but -also a 
"sinful generation ;" hence " the lusts 
of other things" must be added to the 
cares and riches of Matthew—not "the 
agreeables of this life," as in Luke. 
(Chap. v. 19.) Compare also such passages 
as chapters vi. 19 ; v. 26, &c. where the 
evil is more fully unfolded than in the 
former gospel. Truly, it is lawless flesh 
we behold; even the Jew must be shewn 
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out, as in " the leaven of Herod." 
Mark adds this latter to " the leaven of 
the Pharisees," which is hypocrisy. 
(Chap.viii. 15.) Such is man! Behold the 
amazing grace of God in Him the "Pa¬ 
tient, spotless One ;" for such is the Son 
in Mark. It is the pure One who comes 
to the place where Satan's helpless in¬ 
strument (man) lies, that He who sent 
Him may reveal from glory His right¬ 
eousness ; something apart from law 
altogether, that which is revealed in 
virtue of the work done on the cross. 
Hence He sits down at God's right 
hand ; in chapter xvi., a woman having 
been the messenger to announce the 
resurrection of the Conqueror of sin and 
Satan. It is the " abundance of grace." 
A woman was the direct channel, in 
Eden, of the root of sin. Now a 
woman, out of whom " seven devils" 
are cast out, is Bent with these tidings, 
This fact is not recorded in Matthew. 
Thus our gospel begins with man in 
Satan's power, and that even in the 
religious place, the synagogue : it ends 
with his captive perfectly set free by the 
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God of glory. Thus captivity is cap¬ 
tive led. Hence, " she [the word is 
emphatic] went and told it unto the 
residue." (Ver. 10.) It is not our 
death with Christ; it is God is glorified 
as to every hindrance, which, not Sinai, 
but heaven—and glory saw in the 
way. 

We shall find the cry, "My God, 
my God, why hast thon forsaken me ?" 
heard no more after Mark's gospel. 
The cross, in Luke, will be simply 
death. He who has cleared away trans¬ 
gressions and sins, and sin for the 
believer, calmly dies there; and, as I 
said before, the veil can rend before He 
gives up the ghost. Were we to gaze 
on the " two thieves" in Matthew and 
Mark, we should say, in our wisdom, 
both were lost; but Luke will shew us 
that all is so perfectly accomplished for 
him who receives life in a look to JESUS, 
that he can pass into paradise " to-day." 
He dies u-ith Him, passing not into a 
manifested kingdom which he had looked 
on to, but into the hidden realm of life 
in God, in the heavenly side of the 
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kingdom of the Son of the Father's 
love. Lord, give us so to see the per¬ 
fection of Thy work for God, that \ve 
in spirit may know that sphere where 
Thou art " all and in all"—know it 
now 1 

We saw in Matthew xxiii. the woes 
uttered on him who took up law. In 
Mark vii. we shall see this pure and 
spotless One looking into that cage of 
unclean birds, man's corrupt heart. 
Here, nothing is said about things pro¬ 
ceeding "out of the mouth;" as in 
Matthew xv. Indeed the word "mouth" 
does not occur in Mark. It is more the 
inner thing. John will give us the 
answer to this: the inner divine life 
acting in the believer in the power of 
righteousness. But in our gospel the 
Son-servant is passing on amid " unclean 
spirits" to rise, through the cross, and 
shine in eternal glory in heaven. It is 
not only a difference put " between 
holy and unholy," as in Luke, but be¬ 
tween " clean and unclean." This is 
the wondrous Servant who stands, in 
chapter vii., in contrast to all that flows 
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out of the evil house below. "He 
entered into the house from the people." 
There, outside man, He unfolds to His 
followers the enormity of the fountain's 
outflow from the evil one through man. 
He declares the truth. Man's wicked¬ 
ness could not be worse—it could not be 
concealed, however grace might meet it. 
But what of the Fount of purity ? It 
must flow out too. He " went into an 
house, and would have no man know it: 
but he could not be hid." (Ver. 24.) 
Verse 28 are Satan's communications 
into his vessel—his channel to earth. 
But oh, what a river is flowing from 
glory, from the throne, in the Servant 
who lias come forth from God! The 
waters must burst forth. And to whom ? 
Let the Syro-phenician of Tyre and 
Sidon declare : " The dogs under the 
table eat of the children's crumbs." 
Not a word about her addressing Him 
as the "Son of David," in Mark, nor to 
" have mercy" on her. At once she is 
in the place of the beggar on " the 
dunghill" (1 Sam. ii. 8), and therefore 
on the way to the princely place in 



4 0 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL. 

glory. How this gospel levels down 
the sinner to utter corruption ! And 
such, does it seem to me, is the place the 
dog—the Gentile—occupies in Ihe 
epistle to the Colossians. Paul there 
shews that it is among the Gentiles that 
the riches of the glory of this mystery 
" God has willed to make known." 
Such are the crumbs " which fell to the 
dogs," when the children refused Him, 
who as Jehovah's Servant came " to his 
own." Lost and dead sinners cannot 
refuse to receive grace. The legal man 
would not have it. Truly Mark gives 
us the basis of " the gospel of the glory 
of the Christ who is the image of God." 

Such is God's perfect Servant in this 
gospel. He opens the way by which 
iha sinner can pass not only from under 
law, not merely to have the law, as in 
millennial times, written on the heart, 
and sins forgiven, hut into the presence 
of His God—into His presence in glory 
itself, where God dwells. He brings us to 
God. All this lends a peculiar charm to 
Mark. I am not the object: my need 
is not the requirement. The " Son, 
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made in the likeness of the flesh of sin" 
sent to the scene of Satan's apparent 
success, " and for sin ; " He is the One 
we behold. Our hearts are made to 
feel His spotlessness as Ho fulfils His 
great mission for God; God is the ob¬ 
ject, though this must include our 
blessing. And how suitably this gospel 
closes ! Tidings can go out to all the 
world; the glad-tidings can be preached, 
not exactly evangelized (Luke will use 
this latter word) " to all the creation." 
The Victor declares that "serpents" can 
be taken up by those who believe, and 
" if they drink any deadly thing it shall 
not hurt them." This moral truth is 
quite in accordance with the character 
of our evangelist. " So then after the 
Lord liad spoken unto them he was 
received up," &c. May we really see 
Him now as the One who was received 
up into heaven, and who has sat down 
on the right hand of God." The 
Destroyer of death is there. In Luke 
we shall see the Man who has glorified 
God presented to us. In John, He 
declares the Father. 

c 2 
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WHEN God created man, and formed 
him out of the dust of the earth, he was 
not only brought into relationship with 
God, as one into whose nostrils He 
Himself had breathed the breath of life, 
but was constituted the head and centre 
of creation, always, however, in depen¬ 
dence upon God. Made in the image of 
God, dominion was given to him over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth. His own blessing was connected 
with dependence upon, and obedience to 
God, as well aa in intercourse with Him, 
and upon his maintenance of this 
relationship in its integrity depended 
the happiness of the creature over whom 
he was Bet. How soon disobedience 
and failure came in, we nil know, as 
well as their terrible consequences on 
every hand; but the moment of the 
failure of the first man becomes the 
occasion for the announcement of God's 
purposes in connection with the Second, 
" The Lord from heaven," to whom, and 


