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FROM EGYPT TO CANAAN. 

IN CANAAN. 

THE first effect of occupying a heavenly 
standing is felt in ourselves—our own 
state is peculiarly affected by it, and in 
a way, however much previously longed 
for, not known, until we have crossed 
Jordan, and known in power that we 
have died with Christ. The eifect is 
circumstantially set forth in Joshua v. 

THE HEAVENLY STATE. 

The first great fact made known to 
the soul in a heavenly standing is that 
the flesh can have no place. This is 
circumcision. As I am dead with 
Christ, the Spirit of God will keep mo 
practically to the truth of it, and there-
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fore I must now mortify the deeds of 
the body. This is Gilgal. Here I have 
rolled off the reproach of Egypt. Here 
I have the blessed sense of, for the first 
time, as it were, breathing the air of 
heaven, that I am not a debtor to the 
flesh, to live after the flesh, but that in 
true circumcision, I worship God and 
practically rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh. This is 
the great moral deliverance to which my 
soul is introduced on heavenly ground. 
Flesh is excluded here. Farther on, one 
in Christ can say, "Whether in the 
body or out of the body I cannot tell, 
God knoweth;" there is a sensible 
freedom from any of its influences. 
But here, on entering this new standing, 
I begin by circumcision. Flesh has no 
right to act here, and therefore death is 
applied to it. I am not to be hindered 
by it, I am therefore at Gilgal—all the 
former thing has been rolled away. It 
is not only that—I have entered on a 
new and heavenly life, with the power of 
God's Spirit in me to maintain me in it; 
but I belong to heaven; and therefore 
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the first thing required, is circumcision, 
that the flesh may be completely ex¬ 
cluded. It is the practical action of the 
Spirit of God; the soul made sensible 
that we "may not do the things that we 
would." Probably there is not a more 
elevating moment in our history, morally, 
than the one when we first in this new 
ground, feel and know that there is a 
greater power in me than the flesh, and 
by Him I can walk superior to the flesh. 
Unless we are in a heavenly state, we 
are never fit for heavenly testimony and 
conflict. Therefore the first condition 
of the heavenly state is circumcision ; 
and this is an established thing. It 
cannot be otherwise, hence the place is 
called Gilgal, denoting that the place is 
characterised by this condition; here 
inevitably, and always, the reproach of 
Egypt is rolled off. 

Now, here too, were the twelve stones 
taken from the bed of the river Jordan 
—another monument ever assuring us 
that we have died with Christ, so that 
not only are we circumcised, mortifying 
the deeds of the flesh, as the first con-
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dition of our heavenly position, but we 
are ever reminded thus, as by these 
twelve stones, that in circumcision we 
are only carrying into effect, in practical 
life, what is positively true for us in the 
eye of God. " Ye are dead." 

Next here we cat the passover, having 
crossed Jordan : on the tenth day—the 
day the lamb was taken for sacrifice, 
we celebrate the accomplished work of 
Christ on heavenly ground, in the power 
of the Holy Ghost outside and beyond 
all human pravity and interference; and 
this is Canaan—morally heaven on the 
earth. Here not only have our souls 
the sense of the full deliverance wrought 
by Christ in His death, out of Egypt 
and all that lay upon us—but we are in 
the place where blessing reigns, ac¬ 
cording to t'ae perfection of God's love 
and wisdom. Hence the day after the 
passover, the manna ceases; Christ on 
earth in His wondrous path of humilia¬ 
tion here, is not the food of the soul 
transferred to a heavenly scene, where 
all is of God. True, on earth, the only 
food for the saint is His flesh and blood, 
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and if possible, more wonderful as in¬ 
deed it is more unattainable in practice 
than the corn of the land, for the en¬ 
joyment of that food is another of the 
great elements of the heavenly state. 

Hence circumcision; the twelve 
stones ; the passover; and the corn of 
the land, represent the manner of the 
grace whicli constitutes a heavenly 
state. 

HEAVENLY TESTIMONY. 

When, through grace, we enjoy the 
heavenly state before God, it follows 
that before man we are in heavenly 
testimony. We come forth not only re¬ 
freshed with wine, but strong in the 
Lord and the power of His might. The 
Man with the drawn sword in His hand, 
prepares and provides us with power 
for the conflict. The first great thing 
that one in a heavenly state feels in this 
world is that everything here is contrary 
to God. Everything is opposed to him, 
and there is no succour but from heaven. 
As long as the heavenly man walks in 
this dependence on the Lord, in uncom-
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promising hand to hand conflict with the 
world, he is superior to it, because 
" greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world." Jericho is a 
figure of the world—hut in Joshua it is 
only presented as it appears, in the eye 
of man; the spiritual man, as we find 
from Ephesians vi. 10, &c. sees that it is 
wicked spirits who are the real supports 
of the power arrayed against us, even 
though men be used as their tools or 
agents. 

Well, the opposition in the world 
against the heavenly man is compact 
and from every side; and he is to have 
two characteristics, set forth in type in 
Joshua vi.—by the armed men and the 
trumpeters. First to put on the whole 
armour of God, to be so personally true 
to our heavenly position, that Satan 
cannot find an opportunity of wounding 
or defeating us. If I am not girt about 
with truth, and have not on the breast¬ 
plate of righteousness, how can I main¬ 
tain a brave front in patience? because 
it must be in patience. The patient con¬ 
tinuance in the right course baffles the 
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adversary ; and then besides the armour 
to secure me from Satan, there is con¬ 
tinuing in prayer, and watching thereunto 
with thanksgiving ; and then victory for 
the Lord's glory is sure to follow ; and 
this is used for the blessing and deliver¬ 
ance of those who are marked by the 
scarlet line. 

THE ENEMY WITHIN. 

Now however, a new and unex¬ 
pected enemy arises, and one which has 
proved much more successful in weaken¬ 
ing and deteriorating the testimony 
than the world. Achan represents this 
enemy in Joshua vi. It is the work of a 
heavenly man perverted into a worldly 
sensual one \ he corrupts; a " little 
leaven leavens the whole lump ;" he in 
the name and garb of a heavenly man, 
introduces by himself the worst prin¬ 
ciples of the world into the midst of the 
people of God. The "root of bitter¬ 
ness springing up troubles you, and 
therewith many be defiled." 

Hence, failure and declension cannot 
be attributed to the power of the world, 
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when persistently resisted; for as long 
as it is outside, it can only persecute 
and kill the body, but once the charac¬ 
teristics of the heavenly man are 
surrendered, the saint becomes worldly 
or sensual; the Spirit of God is grieved, 
and the position of the heavenly man, 
impregnable to all the power of Satan 
and the world, crumbles into a mere 
form of godliness without the power : 
and the testimony is not only lost, but 
becomes a reproach, the beautiful work 
broken down by axes and hammers. 

THOUGHTS ON THE PAULINE 
EPISTLES. 
COLOSSTANS. 

As we gaze on the new Man in Ephc-
sians—•" the eyes of our heart being 
enlightened," our reckonings, by faith, 
in Eomans are elevated and measured. 
Oar death is outside of ourselves : our 
life is outside of ourselves: dead to sin, 
alivo to God, in Christ Jesus, The 
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vessel moves on by faith below; for the 
just thus shall live. Faith takes in the 
lull measure of the Man in glory, as 
Ephesian truth is entered into. 

Now, while faith receives the fact that 
every hindrance is gone in the cross and 
death of Him who rose from among the 
dead, and that a new order of Man is in, 
and has opened up, a new place of bless¬ 
edness in heaven, we shall find that 
the epistle to the Colossians gives us 
the actual and practical effects. It is 
the realised condition of the soul who 
wholly refuses the old thing, and wholly 
accepts the new. Thus Romans is a 
link with time; Ephesians, a link with 
heaven, and in new creation; while 
Colossians is the link practically binding 
the two. Leave it out, and the highest 
of all the epistles may become mere 
doctrine, and the world may still confine 
and harass the saint on earth. 

" The truth as it is in Jesus," gives 
"the Resurrection and the Life" dis¬ 
played in glory—we in Him there, 
Colossians gives the new man put on, 
as " tlie Life," in actual fact. We are 

B2 
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"co-quickened with Him" (awegwtnroi-
ytrev aw avrio) now. His double glory 
of Resurrection and Life, is seen, as in 
counsel, in Ephesians. But as " THE 
LIFE," Ephesians adds nothing beyond 
Coloisians. The whole energy of hid¬ 
den Life in God is now acting in the 
'power of righteousness in glory. And 
because it is the condition of soul for 
the present interval of " all grace," the 
epistle is wholly to Gentiles. They are 
first there. (Chap. iii. 11 ; Luke ii. 32; 
Acts xxvi. 17.) The sheep (Israel) 
refused the King. As cast out, He is 
received by " dead dogs" outside the 
fold. As dead, they have no power to 
refuse. The Hope of glory, thus outside 
the camp, finds beggars on " dunghills" 
(1 Sam. ii. 8), lepers, and Eahab herself. 
(Josh. vi. 28.) The outcast Messiah is 
hailed by the ruined, lost, and dead. 
" As ye have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him." The wave-
sheaf, the whole fulness of the coming 
glory of new creation is there. (See 
Rom. xv. 16.) He was " the End of 
law" in Romans; He is " the Begin-
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ning"—the Alpha, here. He is in new 
creation in Ephesians—displayed there; 
the life of that creation is to be known 
in us now. In Him we are circumcised : 
with Him wo are baptized. That is, all 
is put off that hinders us from rising 
up " in the firmament of his power," 
that " everything that hath breath may 
praise the Lord ;" while all is gone too, 
that can hinder us from pressing on in 
the " great waters" below, as wo " do 
business" there. We have both power 
and strength, as in Christ, and under 
the Lord. 

The double danger to the soul who 
refuses the man in Romans, and accepts 
the Man in Ephesians, is, first, to lower 
the thought of where Christ is—wor¬ 
ship angels, &c. This snare Paul meets, 
in the epistle to the Colossians, as ho 
attacks philosophy and "the mind of 
the flesh." He is in an "agony" lest 
the measure of God's treasure may bo 
brought down to human thought. " The 
second danger is to return to tho scene 
out of which the cross has freed the 
believer, therefore he says, " why as 
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though living in the world are ye sub¬ 
ject to ordinances?" he is not " alive in 
the world." Thus in Colossians is 
found the guard to both Ephesian and 
Roman truth. 

In this epistle, we have not only 
affection to Christ, but the power of it. 
He who is the channel of love is God 
(chap. i. 10-17), and Man in God. 
(Ver. 18.) This is the Firstborn out of 
death—•" the excellency of dignity and 
the excellency of power." It is love, 
but " in the Spirit." And Paul longs 
that the saints should rise into the realm 
of life-glory now, where God is known. 
The Father (grace and affection) has 
translated those who are "meet" for 
light in new creation, but who bodily 
cannot go thither yet, into " the king¬ 
dom of the Son of his love." 

Thus, in this epistle, we have rather 
the condition of Christ than His place. 
The eye rests on Him as the One who 
consecrates the saint upon earth and who 
is the centre of all God's counsels and 
plans in Ephesians, I say, He is the 
fulness of all—though those counsels 
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are not the theme of the epistle. It is 
the divine One we find here ; man hag 
been ended; the wave-sheaf has gone 
up (Lev. xxiii.) and in the power of the 
morrow after the sabbath, we can " keep 
the feast" (1 Cor. v. 7, 8), and eat 
unleavened bread : we have that which 
can sustain us in joy therein, as we 
delay not to " offer our fulness." (Ex. 
xxii. 29.) Thus we know the treasure 
we are responsible to carry in us. Ro¬ 
mans viii. 10 has its depths unfolded to 
us, and our souls become "as a watered 
garden." As Jehovah says of Zion: 
" He will make her wilderness like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of 
the Lord ; joy and gladness shall be 
found therein, thanksgiving, and the 
voice of melody." (Is. li. 3 ; Col. iii. 
16.) 

In chapter iii., we havea first, the 
state of the mind brought out—" Set 
your mind on things above where Christ 
sitteth." (Yers. 1-11.) The new mind 
is the seat of capacity for the power of 
light and glory. It is transformation— 
not re-formation ; the One who is in the 
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seat of glory is to give all supply where 
He sits. Hidden Life—the risen and 
exalted One who breathed a new atmos¬ 
phere in John xx. 22, sustains the inner 
man in incorruption, and we can sup 
with Him at the table like Lazarus. 

Secondly, from verses 11-16 we have 
the state of the heart as to affection. It 
is not life hid in God, as in the begin¬ 
ning of the chapter; it is the One who is 
the object of love. This is the sphere 
of Mary, as the former was of Lazarus. 
And, thirdly, we have from verses 17-25, 
chapter iv. 1, the sphere of Martha; for 
there it is the walk—service. Her grace 
manifests itself in her (now) large 
household. Thus we have in this chap¬ 
ter, the state of the mind, the heart, 
and the feet. Love comes downwards 
from the region of incorruptibility, and 
enters the house where all the old ties 
are held under the Lord. Hence, from 
verse 17, it is "the Lord Christ." 
Thus, mere amiability in nature is tested 
and not mistaken for true grace, the 
latter being " seasoned with salt." 
(Chap. iv. 6.) Love can rise upwards 
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and come downwards. It is pure, be¬ 
cause it is from above; and can settle 
any "quarrels," for such may arise 
(ver. 13), in the house where old rela¬ 
tionships are duly owned and placed 
under the Head. The world, however, 
is seen as "without." (Chap. iv. 5.) In 
Colossians, we are not seen, as in Ro¬ 
mans, as in the world under fl-od's • 
government, obeying " the powers that 
be;" nor are we exactly as in Ephesians, 
viewed as in the chaos made by Satan. 
We are " translated" into a sphere of 
profession (chap. i. 23), where we re¬ 
ceive the power of glory on the one 
hand, and have carried every "hoof" 
out of Egypt and beyond the Sea 
(Ex. x. 26), on the other. Such is our 
condition morally during the present 
interval. All things are ours, as we 
reckon ourselves dead. Possessors of 
Ephesian blessedness, this epistle is the 
fruit thereof now—" we are fruitful in 
every good work, and increasing in the 
full knowledge of God." 

Thus we see that this epistle has a 
distinct line of its own. It is th« step 
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from Eomans to Ephesians, for the 
justified one to the heavenly Man. But 
what is chiefly brought out is the pre¬ 
sent condition of the Head in hidden 
life. The ark is on Mount Zion without 
a veil, as in David's days. Hidden 
from man—revealed to the saints now. 
By-and-by, as in 2 Chronicles v. 1, we 
shall " appear" with it in glory. 

Thus, does it seem to me, that these 
three epistles—Eomans, Golossians, and 
Ephesians, are connected. Colossians is 
the link between Eomans and Ephesians, 
Life in power and glory, the substance 
of the new creation itself, joins, as it 
\vere, our place on earth with our place 
in heaven. It is not so much place as 
the state suited thereto. 

In this epistle, Paul and John meet. 
The latter looked down into death as he 
" believed" (John xx.; Eev. i. 18): it 
is out of death that he brings life. The 
former looked up (Acts ix.) and saw the 
Sun of righteousness on His new path 
-—Christ in the glory of God. In Colos¬ 
sians we have both. Hence, this epistle 
is surely much needed now-a-days as 
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truth for our walk. Is it not significant 
how the apostle yearns over, not only 
the saints he writes to, but those also 
" at Laocliceci ?" (See also chap. iv. 13, 
16.) He goes on to the end of the 
church's history in time, as it were. 
And who is the One unfolded in Reve¬ 
lation iii. 14-22, who presents Himself 
to the soul in the midst of Laodi¬ 
cean ruin? The Fulness—"the Be¬ 
ginning of the creation of God." 

The Lord give us to seek and possess 
suited garments in which to meet Him¬ 
self. And He gives them Himself. If 
we are accepted in the Sheaf, may we 
be acceptable also. In Him we have 
both acceptance and acceptability. 

THOUGHTS FOE THIS DAY. 
"HIS BEST." 

THE ideal of man is rest. The end in 
the mind of God, when everything will 
be finished according to His pleasure— 
His rest, is the rest which He sets be¬ 
fore us. That the day of rest was a 
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is not your rest, it is polluted." What 
is so remarkable in Jacob is that he con¬ 
tinues to be religious; builds an altar, 
and does not appear to have surrendered 
any of the truth which had been com¬ 
mitted to him; but he failed, and ex¬ 
posed himself to the judgment on the 
world, because he sought his rest in it. 
Surely whenever we do, we shall find 
that the world " hath cast down many 
wounded; yea, many strong men have 
been slain by her; her house is in the 
way to hell, going down to the chamber 
of death." 

Under these three heads there are in¬ 
numerable subdivisions, like so many 
roads, one or another presenting some¬ 
thing to draw away the heart with a 
promise of rest here—a cessation of 
toil. Many a one works on assiduously, 
buoyed up with the hope of being able 
at some more or less distant time, to 
cease his labours, and retire and enjoy 
the fruits of his industry. Every desire 
and intention of the kind in the saint, 
betrays, when allowed, that the heart is 
not simply and truly set on His rest. 
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In conclusion I would say, that there 
are two things which keep and sustain 
the heart which is set for His rest. One 
is the word of God, which ever detects 
and exposes what is of the flesh; and 
what would detain us in the wilderness ; 
and this by insisting on, and inculcating 
the mind of God, w hich is the very op¬ 
posite to man's natural mind. The other 
is the intercession of Christ, providing 
everyone led by the word with His grace, 
because in His sympathy He knows 
our need; and thus we are supported 
and cheered, while adhering to the 
heavenly road on which He ever walked 
while down here. No one then is either 
pursuing the right road, or receiving 
succour and help for the journey, who is 
not steadily and heartily fixed on heaven 
—God's rest, as his home and destina¬ 
tion.. 

THE LINE LOST, AND BEGAINED. 

THE backslider in heart is filled with 
his own devices. It is a signal warning 
to us how the saint who turns aside in 
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any degree from the line of truth which 
he had reached, exhibits in every sub¬ 
sequent step his own devices, and not 
the leading of tlie Lord. He may 
sometimes succeed in a worldly way ; 
but the truer he was for the Lord, the 
more apparent will be his blunders, in 
everything, and in his efforts to retrieve 
himself, he will appear to every one as 
a fool. This is often sadly manifest 
when there is an attempt' to minister in 
the Word or otherwise. There is the 
desire to retain our position once justly 
occupied, when the fitness for it has 
been forfeited. This is always with 
trial and sorrow to the godly. It is 
formal and interrupting, like those gifted 
Corinthians, who, walking in flesh, 
were occupied with the gifts and not 
the edification of souls. 

The slip of such an one is in principle 
like that of Noah; he unduly indulges 
himself, and is carried further than he 
intended, and is uncovered in his tent. 

Lot drops out of the true path of his 
calling. Attracted by the green fields 
of Sodom, he eventually is a citizen of 
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that country, and marries his daughters 
to men of the city ; he blunders in every 
step, until he at last sinks behind a cloud, 
and never appears to have regained the 
path of faith. Jacob from his first 
wrong step in compliance with the 
carnal shrewdness of his mother, never 
seems to be free from collision with his 
follow men until he returns to Bethel. 
True restoration is never effectual until 
one returns to the point of departure. 
Where the stitch was dropped, there it 
must be taken up. Every step of 
Jonah's course, from his first turn in 
self-will, was only more and more 
foolish and perilous, llestored, he enters 
on the very path he had diverged from. 
Peter though he is personally devoted to 
the Lord, seems to have no true wisdom 
for any course, until he was proved by 
the word of Christ in John xxi. 

The admonition in all these cases is 
that one blunder leads to another. 
" They feed on ashes, a deceived heart 
leadeth them astray ; they know not at 
what they stumble." Barnabas led 
away by natural affection surrenders 
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the leading of the Spirit of God, and in 
the next step confirms it by going back 
to Cyprus, his native country, thus 
confirming the carnality of his course. 
So that in everything, the man of God, 
once off the line, betrays to the spiritual 
mind that the Lord is not with him. 

Now two things mark return to the 
line which has been forsaken. First, 
there is a time of deep contrition before 
the Lord. Psalm li. describes this time 
with David; Jonah ii., that of Jonah ; 
the night of wrestling, that of Jacob ; 
John xxi., that of Peter. It is the 
heart brought so close to the Lord that 
the departure is disclosed, as it is in His 
sight. From this point, like a phoenix 
from its ashes, one emerges to do the 
very work from which one had turned 
away; so that the line is regained, and 
one is on it again, like David, after 
Ziklag; Jonah, before Nineveh; Peter at 
Jerusalem; or Mark with Paul in his 
closing hours. The one who had for¬ 
saken the apostle in the bright dawn of 
his work, is now restored to be " profit¬ 
able" to him on the eve of his martyrdom. 


