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WALK IN THE SPIRIT. 

CHRISTIANITY will never be understood, 
unless we begin with the conviction that 
it is to revolutionise man—completely 
to transform him, and hence it is simply 
an impossibility for the mind of man to 
grasp or to have a conception of its in¬ 
tent and real nature. Christianity as a 
rule is regarded as a divine means to 
improve and ameliorate the condition of 
man, and hence, the true nature and 
effects of it are lost sight of, because 
never entertained, for they are beyond 
the scope of all human reasoning. I 
may press on a man that he has no hope 
in the future,—that death is before him, 
that he cannot save himself, and that if 
he is to be saved, God only can do i t ; 
" Knowing the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men;" but as soon as a soul has 
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received the light of God's grace, I 
cannot then be too distinct with him that 
everything now before him is entirely 
new and of God. Everything now is 
to spring from a new motive, and to be 
carried out by a new power. Man as a 
creature is the same, but he is to be like 
a country which had been usurped and 
appropriated by an enemy, now recon¬ 
quered by its rightful king, whose rule is 
not only hailed by a nature He has 
created, but by His own Spirit dwelling 
there, the roots and principles of the 
old disloyalty are repudiatedand checked, 
for they are still there engrained in the 
very being. " If we live in the Spirit, 
let us walk in the Spirit," is the new 
rule. If I am assured by the word of 
God that the grace of God which 
bringeth salvation sets me, a child of 
Adam, on the earth, not only rescued 
from the judgment due to me, a sinner 
through the blood of Christ, but that 
the same Spirit which wrought in my 
BOU! this first .great knowledge of His 
grace, does also dwell in me to rule me 
now, not as a slave, but as raising me to 
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the highest position, because I am a 
son, crying Abba Father in my heart. 
I have a new relationship as distinct 
and as elevated as it is new: "I f we 
are led by the Spirit of God, then are 
we the sons of God." " He that is 
joined unto the Lord is one spirit." 

If the magnitude of the change be in 
any measure seen, there could not be 
any hesitation in admitting that the only 
true course for the believer now would 
be to walk in the Spirit. The first 
great point to establish in the soul is, 
that one is called to this new and exalted 
place here, and this being truly appre¬ 
hended, and faithfully enforced, then to 
learn the manner of life and action 
which this new order would lead us into 
here. I do not dwell on the heavenly 
side in this paper ; I trust it is evident 
that as we both, through Him, have 
access by the one Spirit to the Father, 
we have title to be inside the veil 
to worship the Father in Spirit and in 
truth. The domain of glory is opened 
out to us through the Spirit who leads 
us by faith to know and enjoy that we 
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are seated in Christ in heavenly places, 
our souls rejoicing in the blessedness of 
our acceptance in the Beloved, so that 
our cup runs over. Thus everything of 
the old creation is lost sight of, as one 
is really entering into and enjoying the 
Father's house in any measure; as it is 
said, "they began to be merry," so am 
I for the time outside of everything of 
man, I am lost in the delight and rapture 
of heart into which I am introduced in¬ 
dividually and corporately. 

It will not be gainsaid by any believer 
that we must be born of the Spirit, and 
this is called conversion ; generally the 
idea is that the converted man is now to 
be in every way a better man than he 
•was before conversion—better as a 
citizen of the world, as well as better in 
the domestic circle; while scripture 
teaches and enjoins that not only has 
the blood of Christ ransomed him from 
judgment, but in order that there 
should be no bar to relationship with 
God, the old man has been crucified 
with Christ, so that neither the acts of 
the old Adam, nor the state in which 
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sin is, should be before God, but that the 
believer should, through grace, be no 
longer in Adam, before God, but in 
Christ; and hence as in Christ, so in His 
Spirit; and as in His Spirit, acting here 
in everything in a new way and in a new 
power. 

There is a reluctance to admit that 
seeing we are in the flesh, we could be 
guided or governed by anything apart 
from it, lest we should become un¬ 
natural. This objection arises from not 
seeing that the Spirit of God, though 
dwelling in me, only helps on the life 
of Christ, which is according to God, 
which to live in the flesh is not. 
" The life that I now live in the flesh, I 
live by the faith of the Son of God." To 
walk in the Spirit does not mean that I 
am to walk here as an angel, but I am 
to walk here as He, Christ, walked. 
The one definite idea before the mind 
should be to walk in the Spirit. I should 
walk here as Christ would were He in 
my circumstances, provided always that 
the circumstances were lawful ones. 
The flesh guides and influences me di-
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rectly and exclusively to be as man 
likes. The Spirit guides and influences 
me to be as Christ was. It may be 
alleged that our blessed Lord was not 
fully^n domestic life, and therefore that 
we cannot walk there as He walked. 
True, He was a Nazarite from His 
youth; but He gave many proofs of His 
deep feeling, and acquaintance with 
the sentiments and affections fit and 
proper for domestic life, and is the 
example for husbands, &c. Besides, 
His manner of life is not detailed for 
me in scripture in any circle, but the 
nearer we are to Him in Spirit now, the 
more do the traits and ways of His life 
transpire in us here. This was the 
apostle's desire when always bearing 
about the dying of Jesus, that the life 
of Jesus might be manifested in his 
body. To walk in the Spirit is not to 
be unnatural, but on the contrary, while 
unlike the mere man in the flesh, to be 
followers of the most perfect Man ever 
on earth, one who grew in wisdom and 
in stature, in favour with God and man. 
Even men naturally liked Him until 
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He came forth in testimony against 
them, as has been said, Your neighbour 
may esteem you as a most amiable man 
because of your deportment in the 
Spirit of Christ, but as soon as you take 
the" place of warning him of his state 
before God, he is incensed against you 
and seeks for some fault in you to 
excuse his own prejudice against you. 

It is not unnatural to walk in the 
Spirit, though it be quite new and sub¬ 
lime. It is the manifestation of the 
life of Jesus in our bodies; and re¬ 
solves itself into this; whether it is 
better to walk here as a man under the 
law, or to walk here as the only One 
who fully pleased God. Hence the 
apostle counts all his advantages as a 
man loss for the excellency of the know¬ 
ledge of Christ, for whom he says, " I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them but dung that I may win 
Christ." 

To walk in the Spirit then is not to 
be some other being instead of a man, 
but to be a man of God. The Spirit 
does not constitute me another order of 
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being, but the being God made me as 
He would have man now on the earth. 
The Lord Jesus Christ perfectly pleased 
the Father in every circle here; the 
home, the business, and finally in testi¬ 
mony or service; now while His Spirit, 
or the Spirit by which He walked is 
necessary for us, and given to us, the 
simple rule for us is to walk even as He 
walked, and this is only secured by faith 
in Him. " The life that I now live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me." Andl am bound to test every 
act of my life by the question, Is this 
by the faith of the Son of God or not ? 
It may not always be necessary to test 
our acts, but then there must be a stan¬ 
dard for our conduct, for there is sin in 
us, a ready agent to carry out our own 
desires. The flesh never rises above its 
own pleasure or advantage; the Spirit 
connects us with God, and makes Him 
the great centre, but in doing so, does 
not deprive the creature of anything for 
which it was created. The Spirit of 
God, on the contrary, inspires and im-
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parts higher sentiments of every kind. 
The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good¬ 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance, &c. 
Surely these constitute a man more 
interesting and personally more endowed 
and happier than all the toiling of the 
human mind left to itself could effect. 

There is doubtless great exercise of 
conscience continually whether I am 
walking in the Spirit or in the flesh. 
This exercise is right and necessary, but 
it could be easily answered if we were 
more continually walking in the Spirit. 
When I know even for a time what it is 
to walk in the Spirit, I can at once 
discover when I have departed from it; 
and I shall always find, that when I am 
walking in the flesh, it is man or rather 
myself who is the first object before my 
mind to be pleased and not the Lord— 
though had the Lord been the only ob¬ 
ject before me and had I been walking 
BO as to please Him, I should have con¬ 
tributed much more to my own joy in 
the Spirit. 

In the Old Testament wherever it is 
u 2 
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simple faith, it is the Spirit of Christ. 
" The Lord is that Spirit." The differ¬ 
ence between Cain's offering and Abel's 
was that one was in faith. God's mind 
was considered by Abel, while Cain con¬ 
sidered only for his own relation with 
God. 

Abraham walked in the Spirit of 
Christ, but Lot did not. 

Moses when he came down from the 
mount walked in the Spirit of Christ, 
and pitched the tabernacle very far 
outside the camp. 

Caleb arid Joshua acted in the Spirit 
of Christ while the other spies did not. 

Samuel acted in the Spirit of Christ, 
but Saul did not. In a very short time 
one might be diverted from acting in the 
Spirit of Christ, for if I am not acting 
in His Spirit, I am acting in the flesh. 

Paul walked in the Spirit when he 
refused Mark, but Barnabas for the mo¬ 
ment dropped into the ways and feelings 
of man. In like manner Peter was 
walking in the Spirit, doubtless before 
"certain came from James," and then 
he turned out of the path of Christ in 
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order to please man. When I walk in 
the Spirit I savour of the things of God, 
but when I walk in the flesh I savour 
of the things of man. A Christian is 
like a standard rose tree ; the stem is 
the briar, and the top the rose. So 
long as all the ability of the man is 
directed to the rose, all goes on beauti¬ 
fully, but when the briar is allowed to 
bud and shoot out, then the rose is 
weakened. Any one can see how every 
way advanced the briar is because of the 
rose; thus incomparably am I morally 
elevated hero on the earth, because 
of the Spirit of Christ; and every¬ 
thing that advances the rose advances 
me ; while everything which pro¬ 
motes or gives an opportunity to 
the briar, only reduces me to the low 
state from which grace has raised me. 
We are not true, but as we walk in the 
Spirit, because it is our only status 
through grace ; and if we are happy 
and try to enjoy ourselves when we are 
not true, it must be a false happiness 
and we reap corruption ; whereas when 
we sow to the Spirit we reap life ever-
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lasting, and at the moment are happier 
and better off, than the one walking in 
the flesh. Surely Abel was happier 
than Cain, or Abram than Lot; and 
Moses than Aaron, and Paul than Peter. 
In Adam the flesh is our governing 
principle, but in Christ it is His Spirit 
leading us into all the happy beautiful 
traits of the manner and conduct of the 
perfect Man on earth. Nothing more 
natural, simple, and easy, because true, 
that the ways and bearing of our Lord 
on the earth. May we indeed learn of 
Him, "I f we live in the Spirit, let us 
walk in the Spirit," and surely if this 
be the rule and habit of our daily life, 
each one specially gifted by the self¬ 
same Spirit, -will know how to use his 
gift to the glory of the Lord, whose he 
is, and whom he serves. 

A MEMOEIAL OF HEE. 
(Continued from page 368.) 

" FOLLOW thou me," is His recorded 
word to Peter. Many love the Lord 
and value Him for the service He has 
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rendered them, and would gladly spend or 
be spent for Him, so as to advance the 
knowledge of His grace and the blessings 
of it here, yet are not so personally 
attached to Him that they would sacrifice 
anything most valued and precious in 
order to be identified with Him in His 
rejection, like those to whom it might 
be said, " Seeing thou hast not withheld 
thy son, thine only son from me, in 
blessing will I bless thee." They do 
not rise up to the act which is to be " a 
memorial of her," for that is a surren¬ 
der done to Him, as it were, for His 
burial, so that no trace or memorial of 
it can be seen among men. 

The Lord said to the young man in 
the gospels, " sell all that thou hast and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven, and come, take up 
thy cross and follow me." Not a rem¬ 
nant was to be left for him to connect 
himself with man. 

Where there is no memorial in the eyes 
of men, then there is a memorial of the 
true follower in His eyes. The purpose of 
the heart of Euth is to be our purpose. 
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" Where thou diest will I die, and there 
will I be buried." 

0 for the heart that seeks and insists 
on identification with our Lord in His 
path here. He the one object pre¬ 
eminently before it, as He was to Mary. 

The other way in which we have fel¬ 
lowship with His sufferings here is in 
holding fast His word and not denying 
His name. The more distinctly and 
correctly anyone insists on the truth, 
not merely portions of it, but the truth 
as it has been revealed in the Word, 
the more he will be opposed by friends 
and associates in Simon's house. Paul 
had to contend with Peter publicly, in 
order that the truth might be preserved 
to the saints. He lost the companionship 
of Barnabas because of his faithfulness. 
Surely the Lord would note that as a 
memorial of him. He in his zeal for 
the truth sacrificed friendship sooner 
than submit to any qualification of it. 
The children of the captivity will endure 
the fiery furnace sooner than yield to 
false worship of any kind. Stephen in 
the maintenance of the truth follows in 
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the very steps of his Lord and Master, 
is refused and killed by those whom he 
had most desired to serve, and who 
ought to have been the last to be guilty 
of such a deed. Thus in this day the 
bitterest persecution is from those who 
have religious eminence of one kind or 
another, and cannot comprehend the 
truth in advance of their own experi¬ 
ence. It has been said there is little or 
no opposition to any truth long received, 
such as justification by faith, but if you 
press the unity of the body you will be 
opposed; and we find the opposition 
comes most severely from those who 
have been regarded as patrons or teachers 
of long established truths. The opposi¬ 
tion is to anything that makes a new or 
fresh demand on me. The old truth 
has been accepted, and in a way its 
effect has been blunted by familiarity 
with it; but when truth in advance is 
presented and insisted on, the new 
vigour and force will be infused into all 
of it, and those who are satisfied w%ith 
what they have learned, and plume 
themselves on it, do not like to be 
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distanced by those who are contending 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
the saints, " with one mind striving to¬ 
gether for the faith of the gospel." The 
Lord's last words to Pilate must be ours 
if we really seek identification with 
Him, even that we are here to bear wit¬ 
ness unto the truth. 

Inasmuch as we do, and suffer on 
account of our doing so, we are in the 
act of Mary, dear to Him, therefore 
marked by Him as a memorial of the 
grace which has led us to do it. It is not 
merely the sacrifice of means and friends 
in the service of Christ, but a much 
deeper suffering may be entailed by 
the faithful maintenance of the whole 
truth of God. Paul endured the deep 
sorrow that all in Asia had turned away 
from him, but also like our Lord when 
His disciples forsook Him and fled, he 
can say, " All men forsook me." Surely 
that came up as a memorial before the 
Lord, just as the offering of those who 
went to the war was to be a heave-offer¬ 
ing unto the Lord. (Num. xxxi. 29.) 

The Lord lead us to delight Him now 
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by our faithful following Him, and un¬ 
swerving maintenance of the truth, 
whatever affliction it may entail on us 
from those from whom we had expected 
help and countenance. 

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY. 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY—ITS PRESENT 
STATE. 

I PROPOSE to take a view of Christian 
ministry in the present day, wherever it 
is found. I shall consider first, Chris¬ 
tian ministry with ordination, and 
secondly, without ordination. First 
Christian ministry with ordination em¬ 
braces all Christian ministers, whether 
episcopalian, presbyterian, or dissenters. 
These ministers preach the gospel—that 
a"soul is saved not by works, but by 
faith in Christ, the only sacrifice and 
ransom for our sins. They them¬ 
selves have faith in His blood, and they 
preach this one and all, though some more 
fervently and effectively than others, 



2 8 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL. 

grow slowly and often fail; but in the 
end, the Spirit of God having been 
honoured by these ministers, honours 
them by leading the souls under their 
care, like the Corinthians, from their 
unjudged levity, into renewed zeal and 
vigour of life. 

"WITHOUT ME YE CAN DO 
NOTHING." 

THE surest proof of progress, and the 
deepest cheer to the heart, go hand in 
hand. They are simultaneous in that 
word, " Without me ye can do nothing." 
There is always progress in proportion 
as I am conscious that apart from Him 
I can do nothing. No power for any¬ 
thing apart from Him. The most 
beautiful flower will fade and come to 
nothing apart from the parent stem ; and 
the more you have this conviction and 
act upon it, the more you are confirmed 
in the new creation; not only rooted, 
but built up in Him. Often one 
reaches some bright expression of grace 
which attracts, like the blossom of a 
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tree; but every blossom is not fruit. 
The heart deeply sensible that nothing 
can be done apart from Christ, testifies 
of its growth by not resting in any suc¬ 
cess, however promising, but simply in 
the Lord Himself. You may have had 
the most appropriate conversation with 
one deeply interested, and yet you must 
not depend on the effect produced, but 
on Him who only can complete it. You 
may have had a very good time beside 
a sick bed; but the more you advance 
in the knowledge of Christ, the less will 
you think of the time, but simply and 
entirely depend on Him who can make 
it really useful. The same in writing a 
letter, or in any service ; the blossom 
may be very fragrant and encouraging, 
but the heart deeply advanced in the 
knowledge of Christ does not trust in 
the blossom, but directly and easily 
and cheerfully turns and clings to Him, 
the source and spring of all power to 
bring all promise to perfection. In this 
way growth is measured; for as the 
strength of a great branch of a tree is 
measured by the extent in which it 
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draws from the parent stem, so is the 
advance of strength in me measured by 
the extent of my drawing on the Lord ; 
no strength or progress can be acquired 
apart from Him. 

"What a delight and satisfaction to my 
heart to be assured that I can do nothing 
apart from the One whose love has so 
entirely bound my heart to Himself; 
and the more I am dependent on Him, 
like the branch of a tree, the more I 
draw on Him, and necessarily, the more 
I have of Him. No word could more 
fully satisfy the true heart than that— 
"Apart from me ye can do nothing;" 
because if I am really bound to Him, I 
should feel severed and distanced, could 
I do anything independently of Him. 
As the acquisition of power increases 
by dependence on Him, the heart is the 
better acquainted with Him whose love 
passeth knowledge. As the branch in¬ 
creases, the bond to the tree in¬ 
creases, and the blossom and fruit 
increase also. May we be like the 
branch that cannot do without Him, and 
rejoice daily that the bond is greater and 
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greater, and be the blossoms ever so 
numerous and fragrant, may our eye 
rest, not on anything produced, but on 
Him who produced it. 

FRAGMENT. 
WOELDLINESS begins wherever Christ is 
not the motive and ride of what I do in 
the necessary details of lift; because 
Christ accompanies as light and grace 
there, as well as lighting us above. It 
was a different thing the manna and the 
old corn of the land, but Christ is both. 
I must be clothed and I must have a 
house, but if I deck my person it is the 
flesh and folly, not Christ, if I do it 
at all • the degree may be more or less, 
but the principle judges it. If I furnish 
my house I must have tables and chairs 
as a necessity of the ordinary path of 
life ; Christ will still be my rule ; He 
bends graciously to my necessities ; He 
does not cultivate folly. I shall seek 
what meets my necessity with thankful¬ 
ness. If I seek to please the world and 
meet its eye, wordliness begins. The 
measure of judgment in this may of 
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course be different, according to the 
degree of spiritual progress; the 
principle is simple. If I love vanity 
most clearly it is not Christ. If I 
dress or furnish to meet the world's 
eye, it is worldliness. Had I a sick 
wife I should get the easiest chair 
possible. God delights in tenderness, 
but that is not the world. 

" . . . . THE GLOBY OF GOD, 
AND JESUS " 

OH ! what were the glory without Thee, 
Thou Son of the Father's delight; 

Thyself,—not the radiance about Thee— 
We own as the Star of this night. 

That radiance be brighter, more glorious ! 
The diadems over Thy brow 

Be many!—Oh, Saviour, victorious ! 
But only our Object art Thou. 

Then publish glad tidings of glory, 
But oh! 'tis the glory of Christ; 

And there, blessed Lord, we adore Thee 
Though worthy to hide in the dust. 

Enough Lord! yet still we are craving 
To know more the depth and the height 

In Jesus;—Jehovah a-saving, 
The Fount of our rest and delight. 


