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A Poige to thy Jithful,

THE SHIPWRECK AND THE MAN
OF FAITH.

Drrriourries, where there are re-
gources, are but opportunities for the
gkilful use of them. If I know the
mind of the Lord, if I am acting and
walking in keeping with His word, the
greater the difficulty which confronts
me, and the greater the opposition pre-
gented to me, the greater and more
evident will be the Lord’s interference
on my behalf. Ag there are no lack of
resources in Him, consequently the
difficulties and opposition become, to the
man of faith, opportunities for the dis-
play of His power, and way of effecting
deliverance. There is one thing neces-
gary for the man of God in any time of
difficulty—namely, the knowledge of
His mind at the time. This knowledge
VOL, XIV. B



2 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL,

is acquired only by nearness to Him.
gelf ; and this is not reached at the very
moment it is needed, but by a previous
walk of habitual singleness of eye, and
true devotedness of heart.

It is remarkable and deeply interest-
ing, while very searching, the condition
of soul or state of the person to whom .
the Lord will make known His mind in
a critical moment. The Lord does not
tell Hig mind to every one. ¢ Shall I
hide [He says] from Abraham the thing
which I do? For I know him, that he
will command his children and his
household affer him, and they shall keep
the way of the Lord,” &ec., &e. * The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear
him.” I call you not servants, but
friends, for the servant knoweth not
what hislord doeth.” Thereis a certain
condition of soul, not suddenly acquired,
which fits one for being the depositary of
the Liord’s mind in a crisis. This state or
preparation is nof confined to prominent
teachers or laborious servants. Alag!
it sometimes happens that some even
among them, are not ready or prepared
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for the Lord’s mind in a day of trouble
and confusion.  The Simeons and
Annas of another day portray the moral
characteristics of those who receive light
from the Lord as to the true course when
all the old is breaking up. Simeon and
Anna embody one great sentiment, the
“ ypper springs and the nether springs.”
Christ Himself, the one thought and ob-
jeet of the heart, while God’s house on
earth is the one sphere of interest ; and
the proclaiming of His name fo all that
will hear—the one work., Surely to
such in any day is the way of the Lord
made known. Let no one then be dis-
couraged. (See Is. lviil. 6-12.) When
does the light break forth as the morn-
ing? When shall the Lord guide thee
continually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought ? When shalt thou be called,
The repairer of the breach, and The
restorer of paths to dwell in ¢ When
unworldly and unselfish, in true self-
sacrificing love you serve others, It is
no new thing to state that a man cannot
have faith in God if he be not faithful

in his own walk and manner of life.
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If a man does not act in the exercise of
love to his brother (see 1 John iii. 17—
22), he cannot in confidence of hearf
turn to God to help him. My little
children, let us not love in word, neither
in tongue, but in deed and in truth. If
our heart condemn us not, then have we
confidence toward God, and whatsoever
we ask we receive of him,” &e. It is
here that discouragement and fear in-
trude in a trying time. One has not
been habitually proeceeding in simple
dependence on God in one’s daily rou-
tine; and hence, when some special
diffieulty oceurs, one is found unpre-
pared. ¢ If thou hast run with the
footmen, and they have wearied thee,
then how canst thou contend with
horses, and if in the land of peace
« « . . then how wilt thou do in the
swelling of Jordan 9 The man of faith
rises as the life-buoy in .proportion as
the waters of difficulty increase; he is
above them, because his eye and heart
are set on Him whois above them. But
in order to do this at a very great
juncture, he must be in the habitual
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practice of faith in God ; and if he be,
he must be for God here, and separate
from the world. Otherwise, though he
may be rescued as Lot was, he will not
find himself out of the reach of the
brimstone and the fire, as Abram was,
because he was separate before the
crisis came, and he knew the mind of
the Liord in if.

The man of faith not only sees
nothing but God, but everything that
he might have counted on is against
him, to discourage his faith. There
are no props to faith in the moment of
real faith. Thus Abram learned, and
thus the scripture is fulfilled, which
said, “ Abram believed God, and it was
counted to him for righteousness.” It
is in the hopelessness of everything
here and of everything necessary too,
that faith reigns. Thus it was with
Paul in the shipwreck in Acts xxvii. He
had nothing to support his faith ; on the
contrary he was opposed, and for a
moment defeated by every natural or
visible influence, The master and owner
of the vessel—the one with the greatest
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interest in it, and to whom the safely of
the ship was of the most importance—
the one whom self-interest thoroughly
controlled, opposed him; and not only
so, the majority of the passengers op-
posed him because the haven was not
commodious to winter in; and finally
the counsel of self-interest and expedi-
ency was confirmed and assured even by
Providence, for ¢ the south wind blew
softly.” Does the man of faith droop
or become discouraged because all these
influences carry the day against him ?
Nay ; then it is that he most impli-
citly counts on God, and though it
might appear that he is overcome for a
moment,he is enabled to come forth with
the marvellous and gracious assurance—
“ God hath given thee all them that
sail with thee.” The man of faith is
like Eleazer the son of Dodo in another
day,—*¢ One of the three mighty men
with David when they defied the Philis-
tines that were there gathered together
to battle, and the men of Israel were
gone away. He arose and smote the
Philistines until his hand was wearyand
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“his hand clave unto the sword, and the
Lord wrought a great victory that day,
and the people returned after him only
to spoil.” (2 Sam. xxiii. 10-11.) Thus
Paul learned at that time—graduated as
I might say in the school of God, how
in simple dependence on God he could
be enabled to surmount all opposition of
the most influential character, and do
without any apparent means in the
most trying circumstances, and yet
secure the most perfect safety for all
them that sail with him ; he could say
‘‘there shall not a hair fall from the
head of any of you.” And soit came
to pass that they escaped all safe to land.

Well then in any moral shipwreck all
we require is simple faith in God; and
the more we are opposed by the best
influences here, the more we must keep
our eyes on God only, because the less
the probabilities are, the more distinctly
the succour and relief will be of God.
¢t Jehovah-Jireh—in the mount of the

Lord it will be seen.” Buf we must
remember that faith in God is not, as I
might say, of a sudden growth, If I
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am loving the Lord’s appearing, I am
walking separate from everything that
is unsuited to Him. The bride is ¢ all-
glorions within, her clothing is of
wrought gold:” and I am sure, that
when we do not taste the cheer of faith
in a”day of distress, it is because we
have not been practically holding on by
the Lord step by step in our daily life,
both with regard to our own affairs and
in His concerns. For generally we find
the practice ground of faith is in our own
circumstances, in order that as skilled
archers we may take our place in the
house of the Lord and in His army.

“FAITHFUL MEN.”
2 Timothy ii. 2.

¢ MorEovER it is required in stewards
that & man be found faithful.” (1 Cor.
iv. 2.) Israelhad been the unrighteous
steward of God on the earth. (Luke xvi.)
Paul in hig last writing before his de-
parture, his heart broken with the
failure he beheld, and the desertion he
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experienced, specially charged his be-
loved Timothy in view of these last
days, that the truth he had heard of
him should be committed to faithful
men, who should be able to teach other
faithful men also.

Thus the Spirit of God had in view a
line of witnesses possessing moral and
spiritual qualifications for maintaining
the festimony of God. As we read in
Hebrews xiil. 7, ¢ Remember your
leaders who have spoken unto you the
word of God ; whose faith [or fidelity]
follow.” So Paul could say (1 Cor. vii.
25), <1 give myjudgment, as one that
hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be
faithful.” Timothy himself had this
qualifieation, as we shall find, and the
Spirit of God signified in the apostolic
charge he received, that the Lord would
have a chain of ¢ faithful men” who
should be both depositaries and exposi-
tors of Paul's doctrine, the faith of
God’s elect and the truth according to
godliness.’

There are two characteristic epithets
which we meet with frequently in Paul's

‘ B2
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writings, and which when eonnected, as
now and again they are, speak volumes
for those whom they distinguish, They
are the terms ¢ faithful’” and * beloved.”
These two words, like two competent
witnesses to character, establish a solid
title for those to whom the Holy Ghost
has attached them.

Comparing 1 Corinthians vii. 25, and
1 Timothy i. 12, with 2 Peter 1il. 15, we
see them to have been Paul’s distinetion,
And from other scriptures (1 Cor.iv,17;
Eph. vi. 21; Col. 1. 7,1iv. 7, 9, and 2
Tim. i, 2), we find they also distin-
guished respectively Timothy, Tychicus,
lipaphras, and Onesimus; four Gentile
believers whom Paul associated with
himself in his service to the assembly of
God. There are others whose fidelity is
recorded, as Silvanus and Antipas, but
of whom the word ¢ beloved” is not
used ; while on the other hand, signifi-
cantly enough, Barnabas is “beloved,”
but nowhere termed ¢ faithful.” Surcly
this is pregnant with instruetion for our
souls. * Beloved” marks the place
these servants of the Lord enjoyed in



& PAITHFUL MEN,” 11

the affections of the saints while the
other word is more distinetly Godward,
though also bringing in their relations to
their brethren.

Coming down to our own day and the
present experiences of the assembly of
God, may we not ask whether what has
grieved the Spirit of God all along the
church’s history, and which every true
heart finds occasion to mourn over this
moment, has not been mainly due to the
forfeiture of tho -cpithet of ¢ faithful”
by those leaders whom God would
otherwige have used in maintenance of
the truth which is according to godli-
ness, all that pertains to Christ and the
church, and which constitutes the present
testimony of God upon earth ?

That coincident with this there has
always been a lamentable degree of
general failure among the saints, he that
runs may read, snd every godly ome
will confess it for himself. And because
this ought to be far more widely ac-
cepted than it is, we need to be reminded
of the prevalent unheavenliness and
unsteadfastness, and of the many cases
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in which the houses or families, or
businesses, or certain habits, of believ-
ers, bring a reproach upon the testi-
mony they have professed and the
position they have accepted.

° But this being admitted, yet it must be
acknowledged that what has wrought the
greatest havoe in the assembly of God is
that those who have long and deservedly
been addressed as ¢ Beloved’ have, agto
faithfulness, made shipwreck ; and, alas!
may we not add ? have in some cases
intrenched upon that place which is only
rightly filled by the person of the Holy
Ghost, present in the name and authority
of Christ. Be it that such may rightly
be beloved still, yet who does not see
that outward demonstrations of affection
in such a ecase would indicate that faith-
fulness to God and to His testimony,
and the ‘‘endeavouring to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond
of peace” were of no sort of conse-
quence ? Surely it is not only to disturb
the well-ordered balance of scripture,
but actually to provoke the Lord to
jealousy! And in all solefunity it be-
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comes us to ask ourselves, ‘‘ Are we
stronger than he 2’ (1 Cor. x. 22.)
Must we not all, on reflection, confess
that there has been grievous and general
default in giving Christ His place in the
assembly ‘“ as a Son over his own house” ?
go little sense prevailing generally of
what a magnificent and matchless reality
that presence is maintained in the power
and plenitude of the Holy Ghost here
in His own person, and what an abso-
lute subjection the Lord’s authority
claims from us. How deplorably have we -
all failed in this! And the Lord has
permitted us to prove that ‘¢ confidence
in an unfaithful man in time of trouble
is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of
joint.” (Prov. xxv. 19.) Nor can any
remedy be found but in a real and in-
tensely practical turning afresh to Him
with fidelity of heart, and in holy and un-
feigned allegiance to His blessed name
and person! If ardent adulation given
where faithfulness has become wanting,
only tempts us to return acrimony and
acerbity, we have need to call to mind
the word, ““ If ye bite and devour one
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another, take heed that ye be not con-
sumed one of another.” And again, ¢ The
wrath of man worketh not the righteous-
ness of God!” Let it be observed, too,
that neither in the assertion of dogmatic
truths, nor in the pressing abstract prin-
ciples will any recovery be found but in
the getting back to the Master's feet !

It should be the comfort of each of
us to remember that He who loved the
church and gave Himself for it, can
never fail in that ever faithful, change-

" less love to every member of His body ;
that He delights to touch our hearts
with a renewed sense of it ; and loves to
make known His own mind to those
who really look to Him! Certain
leaders may fail us, as when did they
not ? but ¢ the meek will he guide in
judgment, and the meek will he teach
hig way.” We can never hope to be
relisved of the necessity for trying the
spirits, but the Lord will ever have His
¢ faithful men,” to whom His saints can
look up. (1 Thess. v. 12,18.) Wecan
never hope to be relieved from proving
all things, that we may ¢ hold fast that
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which is good;” but the unimpaired
word of God in all its priceless value,
the Holy Ghost will never cease to
minister in every opened ear for the
glory of Christ. Exercise of conscience
and heart by the saints generally, with
diligent feeding upon the rich pastures
of the word, and not less real subjection
to the Lord’s anthority in the assembly,
will quicken the judgment and discern-
ment of the saints as to who are and
who are not * faithful men,” for ¢ them
that honour me I will honour,” saith the
Lord. It is our business to know them
and to esteem them, and to be at peace
among ourselves. (1 Thess. v. 12, 18.)
If divided judgment should lead
to deeper reverence for the word, and
the failnre of shepherds shounld cast the
sheep more upon the Liord Himself
owning the common sin; and if the
general declension should humble us in
self-judgment, so that unworldliness be
revived and devotedness to Christ be-
come more marked, then shall also the
bonds of gnity be drawn closer, and the
corporate testimony be a fitter answer
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to the deep desire of His heart. Butif
He have not His place and authority
restored and recognised, shall He not be
a8 One whose words are, ¢ Behold I
stand at the door and knock; ¢f any
man hear my voice and open the
door, I will ecome in to him &nd sup with
him and he with me” ? TFailure there
is and there will be (both the "wide-
spread and increasing laxity that is,
alag, 50 marked, and the specific unfaith-
fulness alluded to) for the shadows are
lengthening to their extreme declen-
sion; and true testimony may in con-
sequence become more and more in-
dividual in its character, but wherever
there be found those who call on the
Lord out of a pure heart, and who
are really turning to Him with what
scripture calls purpose of heart, His
faithful love changeless as Himself,
will richly requite those who think upon
His name! Whatever the declension,
and how general-soever the failure,
those who are ¢ faithful,” and go on
with Him who is “rar faithful and the
true,” will still oceupy themselves with
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the church because so much an object of
the affections of His blessed heart, being
His body, His bride! And the aggra-
vated failure of the testimony will only
bring out into brighter and more beau-
teous relief in such a day of unreality,
the persevering devotedness of those
whose sole desive is to spend and be
spent for that whieh is supremely dear
to Him. Thus, happily, will the Spirit
of God ever find both a path and a
province for God's *¢ faithful men.”
W. R,
D.

——

A WORD ON THE BODY OF
CHRIST.

OxE body and one Spirit! Truths how
simply stated, yet how muech ignored,
and even when owned, how liftle in their
fulness understood! One body—the
body of Christ; He the Head, His
people the members, which together
with Him, when viewed in this connee-
tion, make np what scripture calls ihe
Clwist. (1 Cor. xii. 12; Ephes. iii. 4.)
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One body! Then denominationalism
must be wrong, and independency must
be gquite out of the current of God's
thoughts. TFor one body speaks of union,
and membership. There is but one
which God owns, and those forming it
are members one of another (Rom. xii.
5; Bph. iv. 25), being members of
Christ’s body (Eph. v. 80), and have all
been baptised into one body in the
power of the Holy Ghost. (1 Cor. xii.
18.) Do we view the body in its local
character ¢ There is but one, and to it
all true Christians in any place belong,
whether they know it or not. If we
view it in its general character, the truth
is the same. There is but one body,
and to it all true Christians on earth
belong, and from it none, thank God,
can ever break away, however from
wilfulness or ignorance they may dis-
own it,

Now is thig truth one to be held in
theory only ? No. Itis a most prac-
tical one, and a helpful one in the
ecclesiastical confusion around us. No-
thing is more catholic than thig truth of



A WORD ON THE BODY OF CHRIST, 19

the body of Christ, yet nothing more
readily provokes the charge of exclusive-
ness against those who acknowledge it,
and act upon it; sinee, to such as
understand not the truth in question, the
attempt to maintain it practically, seems
to give to that charge currency and
support. On the other hand it is not
gurely too much to assert that in the
practical carrying of it out in accordance
with seripture, Christians, all of us in-
deed, if not kept are liable to break down.
One body and one Spirit. These
truths are now in some measure owned.
God in His grace by the teaching of
the Holy Ghost through His servantsin
these last days, has brought them out
afresh from the word in which they had
lain practically unnoticed for so long.
But no formative truth is recovered
without a struggle, and it may be that
God’s people will be tested, to see if
they have really learnt the one in gues-
tion. There is but one body, as there
is but one Spirit, and the body viewed
either locally or generally is always re-
garded in the word as complete, though,
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if we speak of the body of Christ in its
fullest character, including as that does
all the saints from Pentecost to the
rapture, it is not yet completed.

The body viewed locally is regarded
a8 always complete, with its full comple-
ment of members, hence it is competent
for action, and fully provided with all its
parts for its increage. All that is requi-
site as fo members it surely has. But
although in the disordered state of the
assembly of God, all the members of
the body cannot be got together for
action, nor all its parts be got to work
harmoniously for its increase, the’ Lord
has provided for this state of things by
the promise of Matthew xviii. 20, of His
presence in the midst of two or three
gathered unto His name. Have we not
proved the value of such a word, and
His faithfulness to it ?

But if He provides for the disordered
state of the assembly locally, has He
loft the assembly at large to shift for
itself ? That surely would be unlike the
character of such a Head, of Him who
loved the assembly and gave Himself
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for it. Is evil to pass unchecked,
not to be into and dealt with,
because the question raised cannot be
decided by the body in its loca
character ? Such aconclusion must not
be allowed for amoment. If the ques-
tion be concerning true character of
the local assembly, instead of merely
that of any member of it, is it to go un
solved, because by the very nature of
the case the body viewed localy cannot
be judge in its own cause ? Why is
it that when the body is treated of in
its local and genera characters, members
and joints and bands are mentioned,
whereas, when the body in its
character is introduced, are um
noticed ? (See 1 Cor. xii. 27 ; Rom. Xii.
5; Eph. iv. Cal. ii. 19, compared
with Eph. i. Col.i. 18.) In heaven
no such action as has now to take
place will bo needed, and the increase of
the body will have been attained.
But here on earth it is different. The
members, the parts of the body, are
requisite, and they are provided.

Surely if we bear this in mind, wo



