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Chapter m.—Continued. 

THUS we have a revelation of heavenly 
things brought directly to us from 
heaven by Christ, and in His person. 
He revealed these things in all their 
fresh beauty, a freshness which belonged 
to Him who dwelt for ever in heaven, 
and which He always enjoyed. He 
revealed these things in the perfection 
of His person, who was the glory of 
heaven. His nature is the atmosphere 
which all heavenly creatures breathe, 
and by which they live. He is the 
object of all the affections which jxist 
in the Holy place, from the Fi.tb.er 
Himself down to the last angel who fills 
heaven's court with praise ! He, Cl rist, 
is the centre of all heavens gioi-j. 
Such is the Son of man, He who came 
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Psalm ii.), He must take the more 
extended position of Son of man, set 
over the works of God, all things being 
put under His feet, (Psalm viii.) We 
also find in Daniel vii., the Son of man 
brought before the Ancient of days to 
receive the kingdom. The fact that He 
had created all things is given to us in 
the Colossians as the reason of His 
being the Firstborn of all the creation, 
He takes His place in it, according to 
God's counsels. This He did in order 
to bear the penalty of sin before God, 
to be the propitiation for our sins, and 
to put them away for ever, so that we 
should not perish. 

THE NAZAEITE PATH. 

NOTHING can be more solemn for, or 
important to, the saints of to-day, than 
a true understanding of the path of one 
separated to God in such a world as 
this ; for however blessed and exalted 
the position be, it will surely be lowered 
in the soul, and fail to be practically 
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realised in its blessedness, if the path 
and ways suitable to it are not accepted 
and maintained. Some may object to 
an apparent severing of the path from 
the position, but this is not intended in 
any sense, and it is only because at this 
moment it is severed in practice, and 
that there are many who neither adopt 
nor pursue such a path, although out¬ 
wardly assuming the position, that the 
subject is thus treated of; and it is in the 
earnest hope and prayer, that the Lord 
may be pleased to awaken hearts to the 
magnitude of all that is involved in 
being a separated one, that these few 
thoughts ave brought before the Lord's 
beloved people. Now it has been long ac¬ 
cepted as the truth of God, that whereas 
in the Epistles to the Ephesians and 
even Colossians, we see our place in and 
with Christ, in that of the Philippians, 
we have Christian walk in the power of 
the Holy Ghost, or the path of those 
who are of that company described as 
"the circumcision who worship by the 
Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus 
and do not trust in flesh"—and of those 
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of whom it is said, " our commonwealth 
has its existence in the heavens, from 
which also we await the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour." Four great realities 
then may be pointed out which charac¬ 
terise the life and path of one who is 
united to a glorified Christ at the right 
hand of God. 

1st.—There is the earnest desire and 
hope, and of course full purpose of 
heart, that Christ should be magnified 
in the body whether by life or by dsath. 
(Phil. i. 20.) What could be more 
blessed than that the vessel in and 
through which Satan brought dishonour 
on the name of God and misery and 
wretchedness on the creature, should be 
now so entirely the vessel of Christ, 
that He should be magnified in it! The 
reason, and motive power of this is, 
" for to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain." What a motive ! Christ Him¬ 
self had taken the place of everything, 
in the heart of His beloved servant, not 
even his desire for the saints and the 
welfare of the church of God, no:% his 
service and work generally, much as he 
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loved and was devoted to both, ruled 
his affections—his motive, power, all, 
was Christ, and the thought of Him 
alone can give a divine balance, and 
adjust all in its true place. The magni¬ 
tude of a path on earth governed by 
such a motive and object, fills the heart 
with wonder, and the manifestation of 
it, as set forth in Christ magnified in 
the body, whether by life or by death, 
is most blessed. Alas, how little the 
path of His saints to-day is marked by 
such a motive as this, it seems as if we 
had as a whole dropped down to such a 
a low platform in our ways, while ex¬ 
ternally adhering to the divine position 
which surely judges them, and yet it 
does look as if our collective insensibility 
was so great, our spiritual senses so 
dormant, our true instincts so blunted if 
not gone altogether, that the immense 
contrast between the position we assume, 
and the ways we pursue, does not ap¬ 
pear to strike us. Oh ! may the blessed 
Lord awaken in this closing moment 
His beloved people to a clear perception 
of the power there is in His Son the Lord 
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Jesus Christ as their true position and 
portion, so as to be their motive for a life 
and path suitable to Him with whom 
they are one in glory, and He in them 
on earth; thus will Christ be magnified 
in our bodies, not that He can be made 
greater than He is, but that all that He 
is, in His blessedness and beauty should 
be manifested in our bodies on the earth 
—and surely this would shew a heavenly 
path, a " manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, charity, patience"—amid 
the greatest trials and exercises of 
these closing days. 

2nd.—The next characteristics of the 
path of a separated people are found in 
Philippians ii., iii., the mind that was in 
Christ of lowliness and graciousness and 
unselfishness is to be their mind, even 
as it was witnessed in Paul himself, 
Timotheus and Epaphroditus, and these 
are " the circumcision," that is, that 
which is dead to sin, and to the flesh ; 
" the concision," on the contrary, being 
that which allowed the flesh; in reference 
to this see Levit. xxi. 5 as " the circum¬ 
cision," our practical ways would mani-
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fest it, worshipping by the Spirit of God, 
boasting in Christ Jesus, and having no 
confidence in the flesh. How entirely 
all this is outside, not the worst, but 
the very best of the man here, the first 
Adam—Christ and the Holy Ghost, 
instead of flesh and self—for it is in the 
sense of all that is good and religious 
and respectable in the flesh, that it is 
here spoken of. What a path this is, 
for His saints now, and what tongue is 
capable of expressing the blessedness 
and comfort of such ways, as are trod¬ 
den in company with this invisible 
object and power ! 

3rd.—But further on, we are told that 
a separated people on earth, are such, 
because of new associations in a new 
sphere—for "our commonwealth has 
its existence in the heavens"—blessed 
for ever be His name, for the comfort 
of knowing and the privilege of testify¬ 
ing that in the highest and truest sense 
we are citizens " of no mean city," 
that on high where He is and with 
Himself is our only country and home ; 
hence it is that we must be " strangers 
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and pilgrims on the earth." And surely 
we who by faith and in spirit may 
already be possessed by our portion in 
the heavens, cannot refuse a less con¬ 
fession than that which emanated from 
the worthies of old (see Heb. xi. 13-16) 
and hence it is that we claim for our 
rejected Lord and Master, a manner of 
life in His beloved people, which would 
manifest clearly their enjoyment of their 
own country and home on high—and 
shall this be denied to Him ? Shall it 
be said that it is unpractical to press 
upon the saints whose place and portion 
is on high, pilgrim ways and stranger 
habits on the earth ? Oh ! shall it not 
be rather felt, and deeply too, that no 
practical strangership, no unworldly 
walk, no pilgrim spirit or path, could 
ever fully or adequately express how 
entirely and completely those united to 
Christ in glory are outside of man and 
outside of earth ? Lord, only Thyself 
can enlighten the eyes of our hearts to 
see the greatness of Thy calling! 

4th.—Another characteristic of the se¬ 
parated path, is the superiority which is 
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found in it to all circumstances, a compe¬ 
tency and a power in Christ which makes 
its possessor independent of all; not in 
any sense is it hardness or insensibility, 
but such practical apprehension of the 
sufficiency of Christ, as enabled the 
apostle to say, " I have learnt in those 
circumstances in which I am to be 
satisfied in myself. I know both how 
to be abased, and I know how to abound. 
In everything and in all things I am 
initiated both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
privation. I have strength for all 
things in him that gives me power." 
(Chap. iv. 11-14.) What a testimony, 
and what a path! And so fully hud 
he proved this blessedness for himself 
amid the trials and exigencies of this 
path of life and light down here that as 
he thinks of others whose care and 
thought of him touched a heart not 
insensible though superior, he can say, 
" But my God shall abundantly supply 
all your need according to his riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus." Such then are 
a few of the rich and blessed features 
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of the path and walk of a heavenly 
man on this earth ; united to Christ in 
glory, and therefore separated to Him 
and from all that belongs to a world 
where He is still rejected and refused ; 
the light of that glory where He is, and 
in which He is seen, cheering and 
brightening the outside path where His 
sympathy and succour are known and 
enjoyed, and superseding and eclipsing 
the brightest thing of which He is 
neither the source nor centre. 

May He who thus revealed Himself 
on the road to Damascus, as a light 
from heaven above the brightness of 
the sun, in like manner shine into, and 
fill the hearts of His beloved people 
to-day, so that the separated path on 
earth may be their joy and comfort and 
satisfaction till He come. " W. T. T. 

STATE AND CONDUCT. 

As to a Christian, his state must depend 
on one of two things. 
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1st. Where the word of God controls 
by the Spirit. 

2nd. Neglect of the word. 
From one of these two is produced a 

Christian's state of soul. Now the first 
is the only right one, and in as far as I 
myself am in a right state I shall have 
unhindered communion by the Spirit 
with one in such a state, without know¬ 
ing anything about his conduct. If I 
meet him even for the first time in my 
life this will be so. And further, if on 
fuller acquaintance I have his acts before 
me, his conduct will still commend itself 
to me, that is, if we are both right as 
to state, as I have said. 

But the second is all wrong, and in 
as far as I myself am in a right state I 
shall have no fellowship with such an 
one, even though I have no special 
conduct of his before me to guide me. 
I have met him for the first time. His 
state is wrong, and there is a spiritual 
instinct produced by the Spirit, who 
knows and cannot sanction his state, and 
this (though I am incapable of explain¬ 
ing it) is communicated to me, if I 
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myself am humble and spiritual. (1 Cor. 
ii. 14-16.) If one acts while in this 
second condition which I have named, 
we have then his conduct before us. 
This must of necessity be all wrong too 
if his state is wrong, and must therefore 
be separated from. But the moral sepa¬ 
ration was there long before, and known. 

The state, then, produces one of three 
things : either good conduct, bad con¬ 
duct, or inactivity. Where the state is 
evil, the conduct must necessarily be 
so, and where the state is good, the 
conduct, being the outflow, will also be 
good. (Matt. vii. 16-18.) But there is 
also this, which must not be over¬ 
looked, a state of inaction, whereirr 
the word is neglected and the truth not 
obeyed. (Gal. iii. 1.) A state wherein 
the soul, that did like the Galatians 
once, " run well," is now " hindered," 
wherein the " first works" (Eev. ii. 5) 
begun in the Spirit, are no longer done, 
a state over which the gloom of indiffer¬ 
ence and neutrality as to the truth and 
Spirit are fast settling down ; works of 
a legal kind being nevertheless flourish-
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ing and abundant. This is a terrible 
state. Not even to all the dreadful 
moral evil denounced by him to the 
Corinthians does the apostle address 
such solemn warnings and denunciations 
as we find addressed to those in it. (See 
Gal. i. 6-9; iii. 4 ; iv. 11, 20; v. 1, 
4, 7, 12, &c.) 

To say nothing of its dreadful effect 
upon the soul, which is certain (1 Cor. 
xv. 83); it is a solemn thing not to be 
acting in moral separation from those 
whose state is wrong, and it indicates 
what is my own condition of soul. Nor 
is it necessary to await the conduct of 
such to guide, for there may be no 
specially culpable conduct, nor such as 
the assembly can deal in discipline 
with, yet a manifestly bad state, so that 
there is the neglect of what scripture 
terms " obeying the truth" as led of the 
Spirit. (Gal. iii. 1; v. 18.) Any one 
divinely taught must see that there was 
moral separation between the Galatians 
and the apostle as long as they continued 
in this state, while there was yet no 
giving them up, but a seeking on his part 
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to rouse them up to their privileges. 
(Gal. iv. 12.) 

May the Lord sustain in us faithful¬ 
ness to each other with that moral 
separation from every form of evil which 
the word teaches, and which the Spirit 
leads to, and that practical separation, 
too, which is consistent therewith. 

H. C. A. 

THOUGHTS FOE THIS DAY. 
WHO IS IN THE TESTIMONY ? 

THEKE has always heen a testimony. 
The expression " the testimony" is of 
frequent occurrence in the Old Testa¬ 
ment. The " arkof thetestimoriy," "the 
tabernacle of the testimony," and "thou 
ehalt give him the testimony." From 
the constant repetition of the word, it 
is very evident that the testimony was 
of the greatest importance. It is not 
necessary to add more to establish this 
great fact. Let us then first ascertain 
the testimony proper to the church, and 
now even when general declension has 
set in, the faithful are called to main-
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tain it. There having been a testimony 
always, it varied according to the reve¬ 
lation God gave of Himself. The 
testimony could not go beyond the 
revelation, but necessarily must be in 
keeping with it. There was always, at 
every time, a feebleness or a declension 
in maintaining the testimony, or a 
surrender of it when personal con¬ 
sideration weighed with the Lord's 
people; that is, if those who were 
called to witness were uncertain as to 
their own relation with God, or were 
indifferent to it, they forgot what was 
due to God, and considered only for 
themselves. 

The testimony now is, " He shall 
testify of me." God sent His Son into 
this world that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have ever¬ 
lasting life, and He is now at God's right 
hand, the Head of His body the church, 
which is down here as the real taber¬ 
nacle of testimony. In the limits of 
this paper it is not possible to set forth 
fully the terms of the testimony. 
Suffice it to say that the testimony 
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In conclusion, we must distinguish 
between those who are earnestly seek¬ 
ing to be true to the Christian calling, 
really growing into the testimony, how¬ 
ever slowly, and those who, while pro¬ 
fessing to bo in it, are insensible to 
the nature of the practice which it de¬ 
mands. The seller of jewelry might 
be pressing on in true and rapid strides 
to the testimony, but he cannot be in 
it. He who seeks a livelihood by 
selling things, for man's glory, surely 
he is not in the testimony, however in 
heart he may approve of it and long to 
be in it. If he has a true sense of what 
becomes a follower of Christ now, he 
could not make a gain by inducing any 
professor to adopt what was wholly in¬ 
consistent to the testimony. Some then 
may exclaim, '• Who then is in the 
testimony ?" I answer, "Though they 
are few, we are not for that reason to 
lower the standard. That, as I have 
said at the beginning, has been ever 
the snare of the adversary. "As it is so 
hard to keep it up, let us reduce it or 
surrender it altogether. Let us turn 
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back again into Egypt." Nay, let us 
accept the gravity and blessedness of 
our calling, and look to the Lord that 
we may cleave the more to Him, and 
then by the Holy Ghost we shall be 
enabled to be really in the testimony, 
the only path or coarse suited or satis¬ 
factory to the devoted heart on the 
earth. The more we love Him, the 
more we are in every particular like 
Him, and unlike the world that would 
not have Him. When I lose sight of 
Him, I lose sight of the testimony, and 
of the power to carry it out. 

LAMPS TKIMMED. 
BRIGHTLY in the heavenly height, 
Shines the clear Shechinali light ; 
Lord our waken'd heart aspires 
Far above the starry fires, 
To the throne where Thou art sitting, 
Claiming grace our weakness fitting ; 
Once again to Thee we pray. 
On the point of coining day. 

Falling low we sadly own 
That our light has paler grown, 
Since the time the herald spoke, 
And the slumb'ring virgins woke, 
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Crying at tlie midnight hour 
By the mighty Spirit's power ; 
When aroused by His acclaim 
We sought to trim the smould'ring flame. 
Yet to thee again we turn 
Though our feebler state we mourn, 
For one last supreme endeavour 
Ere we leave dark earth for ever ; 
Fresher power from Thee deriving, 
'Gainst the powers of evil striving. 
Thus the lamps, more brilliant made, 
Sparkle through the sombre shade. 

Still to Thee in patience cleaving, 
Slight and scorn and anger Graving, 
Bearing in this world of sin 
Light of heavenly origin, 
Mercy, grace, and self-denial 
Through this pressing hour of trial; 
These as luminaries glow 
And exotic virtues shew. 

Ending is our mission here, 
Soon we mount to that high sphere, 
Clad in splendour ev'ry one, 
Every countenance a sun, 
As " the Man of sorrows' " face* 
Sudden shone with dazzling blaze ; 
Every f'urrow'd line of care 
Shall be changed to glory there. 

* Luke ix, 29. 
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Chapter iii.—Continued. 

THEBE it was that He -who had not 
known sin was made sin before God 
in an absolute manner, and there His 
absolute obedience was seen to be 
perfect, " That the world may know 
that I love the Father, and as the 
Father hath commanded me, even so I 
do." He must be lifted up, the need of 
this was weighing upon us ; righteous¬ 
ness and God's very nature demanded 
that sin should be put away. But the 
sinner could not put away his own sin ; 
burdened as he was already with this 
sin, what could he do to put it away ? 
But the Son of man, rejected by men, 
has been lifted up before God, and there 
made sin, without any other thing or 
person in His work—alone before God. 
It was no question here of Jewish pro¬ 
mises, but of satisfying God's glory in 
this place; it was the last Adam, not 
disobedient as the first was, when he 
was enjoying all God's blessings, but 

VOlt XY. 0 
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responsibility and God's glory is re¬ 
solved and settled for the believer; 
there can be now no judgment for him, 
otherwise all would not be finished; 
this would be a denial of the efficacy 
of Christ's work. The soul would be 
placed upon another footing, a footing 
necessarily false, if this one (of Christ) 
be true, for nothing and no one can be 
what He has been. 

He then that believes in Him shall 
not be judged, as it is said also in 
chapter v. of this gospel. He who 
believes hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into judgment. But he who 
believeth not in Him is already judged, 
because He hath not believed in the 
name of the only-begotten Son of God. 
The presentation of the Son of God, 
of the Word made flesh, to man, had 
already put him to the test. The 
question of man's state had been 
answered, he rejected God in the per¬ 
son of His only-begotten Son, the full 
light; and God is light as He is love. 
Here it is not a question of sovereign 
love, but of conscience and responsi-
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bility. The light has been in the world 
and has shone clearly; the light of 
men, adapted to men. They have pre¬ 
ferred darkness to light, because their 
deeds were evil. Conscience leels the 
light, but that does not change the will; 
and if the will remains in a state of per¬ 
versity, conscience makes divine light 
insupportable. The state of the will as 
to God manifested down here, when 
conscience recognises the light, is that 
which forms the basis of present judg¬ 
ment, present but final in its character; 
there, where Christ has been thus 
presented. 

FEED THE CHUECH OF GOD. 
THE word feeding embraces botb food 
and culture, or discipline, which would 
promote true spiritual growth. The 
declension in the church has been ever 
marked by the lack of both. When 
the spiritual instruction is meagre, the 
discipline is careless or defective, and 
consequently there is no growth. In 
the reformed churches you may find 

G 2 
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the gospel preached, but little or no 
food for the saints, while the discipline 
is always lax and insufficient, both 
individually and collectively. It would 
be incongruous to suppose that there 
could be good food where there was 
not true discipline. It would in effect 
be that the food had no formative 
power. In common life if the food be 
wholesome, there is a correct develop¬ 
ment of the creature according to its 
order. The food is to increase the 
strength, and the discipline to subject 
the strength to its proper duties. The 
food for Christian growth is of God. Its 
virtue is disclosed in the discipline or 
culture which it effects. If the latter 
be defective, we may be assured the 
former is not nourishing. 

How could Christ be ministered in 
the power of the Holy Ghost when 
there was practical indifference as to 
the worldliness of the saints. It is 
for us to ascertain, both from scripture 
and actual- experience, that according as 
the food is good, so is the discipline 
true. I do uot confine discipline to 


