
VOICE 

TO 

THE FAITHFUL. 

' He that striveth for the mastery is temperate 
in all things."—1 Cor. ix. 25, 

VOL. XVI. 

LONDON GOSPEL TftAOT DEPOT, 
PATERNOSTER SQUARE, 



CONTENTS 

T , ~ P A O B 

JOHN s GOSPEL— 
Chapter vi 1, 33, 65 
Chapter vii 97,129,161 
Chapter yiii 193,225,257 
Chapter ix 289 
Chapter x 321,353 

THOUGHTS FOE THIS DAY— 
Our calling, and how divisions occur ... 23 
An intellectual receiver of truth is an 

opposerofit 53 
The present testimony 86 
The presence of the Lord with His 

people, and its effect 116 
The faithful company 150 
"Who is a dissenter or a divisionist ? ... 181 
By their fruits ye shall recognise them 212 
Can we meet now on the ground of the 

one body ? 241 
The things that are Jesus Christ's ... 276 
Tight the good fight of Faith 308 
Earthly or Heavenly 339 
The Two Ministries 370 

MISCELLANEOUS— 
The prisoner of Jesus Christ for the 

Gentiles 10 
The Christian Motto 19 ' ' I have set before thee an opened door" 39 Following the Lord wholly 45 



IV CONTENTS. 
PAGE 

MISCELLANEOUS—Continued. 
The effect of His presence 48 
Devotedness learns to do the right thing 49 
The beauty and blessedness of pleasing 

God 69 
Indifference—Neutrality—Self-assertion 80 
The beginning 106 
The new order 125 
Satisfied 140 
Joy in sorrow 166 
" Abundantly satisfied" 171 
' ' Be not thon therefore ashamed of the 

testimony of oxir Lord" 202 
The Father, as presented by Paul and 

by John 222 
An open door 231 
The ground of ministry, as seen in 

Ephesians iv 253 
The Father's delight in Christ and ours 255 
"The joy of the Lord is your strength" 262 
" "What Israel ought to do" 271 
Grace and Government 296 
Fragment on Ephesiaus 305 
The obedience of Christ 307 
A Man of Faith 326 
Mount Moriah, "after these things "... 359 
Fragments 64,286,287,352 

POETBY— 
Our Mission 128 
Alone with Jesus 192 
The forlorn hope 288 Joy unspeakable and full of glory ... 319 



% Mtt to tity 4aithfnL 

JOHN'S GOSPEL. 

Chapter vi. 40-58. 

THE Jews murmured because the Lord 
said that He had come down from 
heaven. They saw the Son, and did 
not believe in Him: they knew Him 
after the flesh; He was Joseph's son 
for them. The Lord then insists upon 
the fact that no one can come unto 
Him, unless the Father draw him; He 
insists upon the need of grace to be 
able to come, not that every one was not 
free to come, as people say, for whoso¬ 
ever should see the Son and believe 
on Him would have eternal life ; but 
He shews that the affection of the flesh 
is enmity against God. There is the 
blinding of sin, of the flesh, and the 
hatred of God, as far as ever He reveals 
Himself; there is no one that under -

VOL, XVI. B 
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demned for us. In receiving, by faith, 
Christ's death as the absolute condem¬ 
nation of that which I am, I have part in 
the efficacy of that which He has 
done : sin has been before God, and 
has disappeared from before His eyes 
in the death of Christ, who besides, 
never knew it. I say in my own 
mind; that is myself. I eat it; I 
place myself there by the operation of 
the Spirit of God, not that I believe 
that it is personally for me, but I 
recognise what death means, and I 
place myself in it by faith in Christ. 

(To be continued.) 

THE PRISONER OF JESUS CHRIST 
FOE THE GENTILES. 

PAUL was an apostle of the Gentiles, 
and the special character of his apostle-
ship the rest of the apostolic college 
distinctly recognised. (Gal. ii. 7.) 

He received his commission direct 
from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, on 
the first occasion that he saw Him and 
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heard Him; and his sphere of service 
was communicated to him on that day 
—eventful to him and to us—ere he 
left the spot near Damascus, on which 
he was converted. From the time, then, 
of his conversion he was acquainted 
with it. But when standing before the 
Koman governor, Festus, at Cassarea, 
with the great Koman officials of the 
province as listeners, Paul, for the first 
time that we read of, made known pub¬ 
licly the terms of that divine commis¬ 
sion with which he was entrusted, and 
in which the Gentiles had such interest. 
" I have appeared unto thee for this 
purpose, to make thee a minister, and a 
witness both of these things which thou 
hast seen, and of those things in the 
which I will appear unto thee : deliver¬ 
ing thee [or taking thee out] from the 
people [that is, the Jews], and from 
the Gentiles, unto whom* I send thee, 
to open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they 

* "Now" is omitted here by all uncial 
MSS and most versions. 
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may receive forgiveness of sins, and in¬ 
heritance among them which are sancti¬ 
fied by faith that is in me." (Acts xxvi. 
16-18.) 

His apostolic mission thus announced, 
the time for his work among the Gen¬ 
tiles to commence was afterwards made 
known to him. And two years before 
he detailed the terms of his commission 
abeve quoted, he had let his countrymen 
hear, in a tongue dear to their hearts, 
after what time and under what circum¬ 
stances it was, that he went forth in 
fulfilment of his divine call. He had 
been addressed in the temple at Jerusa¬ 
lem in words impossible to be mis¬ 
understood, which plainly told him, that 
the hour had come in the counsels of 
God when he was to go to the Gentiles. 
"Depart," the Lord Jesus had said to 
him, " for I will send thee far hence 
unto the Gentiles." (Acts xxii. 21.) 

It was a fact of the greatest signifi¬ 
cance for the Jews that he had that 
vision in the temple at Jerusalem. He 
there saw again the One who had 
arrested him on his journey to Damas-
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cus, against whom the Jews were still 
so bitter. The Lord Jesus when on 
earth had vindicated His claims to be 
the Son of God, and Jehovah, by His 
ways and by His miracles, wrought in 
that house in His own name. (Matt. 
xxi. 14.) Now, though He had been 
condemned years before by the Jewish 
council as a blasphemer, and had 
suffered the death awarded by the 
Eoman law, He appeared in the temple 
at Jerusalem, and gave to Paul that 
message quoted above. In that which 
was viewed by the Jews as the holy 
place (Acts vi. 13), the crucified One 
appeared, and the only divine communi¬ 
cation that scripture records received 
within its enclosure after His death, 
came from Himself to His servant, 
the apostle of the Gentiles. Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, would work in the 
fullest grace amongst those who had no 
part in the privileges and inheritance 
of His earthly people. 

Sent forth on his mission, the oppo¬ 
sition of the Jews to the truth he 
experienced where he went, when 
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offering grace to the Gentiles. And if 
they could not prevent the proclama¬ 
tion of divine grace reaching their 
ears, they aroused the spirit of persecu¬ 
tion, and succeeded at times in driving 
away from places the preachers of the 
gospel. (Acts xiv. 2-6, 19; xvii. 5-14; 
xviii. 12.) But other dangers to the 
work arose. The enemy, when he could 
not stop it by force, attempted to ruin it 
by corruption. Judaising teaching came 
in, which, had it been allowed to go on 
unchecked, would have sapped the very 
foundations of Christianity. This called 
forth in defence of the truth the apostle 
of the Gentiles, who, as he tells the 
Galatians, would not yield one iota to 
Judaising teaching, in order that the 
truth of the gospel might continue with 
those who had been Gentiles. (Gal. ii. 

4-6.). 
Going up to Jerusalem in the course 

of his third missionary journey, with 
alms from the churches of Macedonia, 
Achaia, and Galatia, for the poor saints 
at Jerusalem, a manifest proof that the 
truth which he preached made those 



THE PRISONER OF JESUS CHEIST. 1 5 

once Gentiles own the existence of a 
bond formerly unknown between them 
and those who had been Jews, he was 
put in prison in Judea, and sent a pri¬ 
soner to be tried by the emperor him¬ 
self in Rome. So he arrived at the 
capital of the habitable world a prisoner 
in bonds — "the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ for you," he writes to the 
Ephesians, " the Gentiles." It was the 
maintenance of the truth of the grace 
of God, flowing out equally to those 
who had been Gentiles as to those who 
had been Jews, that provoked against 
him the unappeasable hostility of his 
own countrymen. Had he Judaised he 
might have been left in comparative 
peace. But his fidelity to the truth 
and to the objects of his apostleship 
exposed him to dangers and troubles 
from which others in Judea, it would 
appear, were after a time exempt. 

An apostle of Gentiles, a teacher, 
too, of Gentiles, such was he whilst 
actively engaged in work. In prison he 
can describe himself in a different and 
unique way : " the prisoner of Christ 
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Jesus for you the Gentiles." This was 
enough to move their hearts. His ser¬ 
vice on their behalf, and his contending 
for the truth at Autioch and Jerusa¬ 
lem were matters well known. At 
Rome he was giving the strongest 
proof he could, short of a martyr's 
death, of his unswerving fidelity to the 
Master he served, and of his unabated 
desire for the continuance unimpaired 
among the saints of the truth of the 
gospel, and of the full revelation of the 
counsels of God, of which he had been 
the chosen channel to make them known 
to the whole church of God. 

Paul valued the truth—he understood 
how intimately Gentiles were concerned 
in it. He suffered to maintain it, and 
tells us what the distinctive features of 
the mystery are, for fidelity to which 
he was a prisoner in Rome, namely, 
that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, 
and of the same body, and joint-par¬ 
takers of the promise in Christ Jesus by 
the gospel. (Eph. iii. 6.) These differ¬ 
ent subjects he had mentioned in chap¬ 
ter i. of that epistle. All of them we 
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learn were of great value in his eyes, 
and that not simply because they were 
blessings in which he had part, but as 
parts of God's revelation of the full 
unfolding of His mind, which embraced 
in the blessings thus announced those 
who had been Gentiles in common with 
those who had been Jews. The un¬ 
selfish heart of Paul appears to great 
advantage in all this. A subject of 
divine grace himself, he entered into 
and rejoiced in God's counsels of grace, 
whoever might be subjects of it. Again, 
writing to Timothy, and speaking of 
his first answer before the emperor, we 
learn of what importance in his eyes 
was the truth of which he was the 
special exponent. " The Lord stood 
with me and strengthened me ; that by 
me the preaching might be fully known, 
and that all the Gentiles might hear." 
(2 Tim. iv. 17.) 

Joint-partakers of God's promise in 
Christ Jesus, Gentiles could share 
equally with Jews in eternal life in 
Christ Jesus, promised before the world 
began (2 Tim, i. 3 ; Titus i. 2), and 
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in all that is connected with it. Aa 
fellow-heirs, the inheritance bestowed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, in which 
those who are His are to have part, 
believers from among them can and 
shall share in. Members, too, are such 
of His body, none closer to Christ than 
those who were once dead in trespasses 
and sins. If Paul suffered bonds and 
imprisonment to maintain all this, in 
which Gentiles are vitally interested, 
are Christians to shew indifference or 
sapineness to any part of the truth for 
which he was the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ for the Gentiles ? Should such 
receive the tidings of life, and the 
hope of an inheritance, and forget, 
or shew no concern in the revelation 
about the body of Christ, and of all 
that is connected with it ? Men do 
not generally suffer for a trifle. Few 
are willing to suffer bonds for a mere 
dogma. Paul suffered for all this truth, 
to maintain the testimony unimpaired 
on behalf of Gentiles. How much we 
owe, under God, to his faithfulness and 
boldness at Antjoch, and in Borne. 



THE PMSONEB OP JESUS OHEIST. 1 9 

Should we be content to hold as mere 
dogma that for which he endured im¬ 
prisonment ? In his eyes it was pre¬ 
cious, it waa real, and it was to be 
practical. Through the recovery of the 
truth in these days we have the oppor¬ 
tunity and the privilege of shewing 
what it is to us. Shall Christians use 
their opportunity, or let it slip ? 

THE CHRISTIAN MOTTO. 
"He must increase, but I must decrease." 

John iii. 30. 

IT is while living and walking ahout 
down here that we ought to be able 
nevertheless to say " I die daily," and 
what is a dead man but a useless 
man as to this world and one repulsive 
and obnoxious to all its schemes ? And 
such we'are in God's account: " Ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God." And such we are to be prac¬ 
tically. Is it comely for a Christian to 
be reaching after earthly honours, 
riches, reputation, or aught else here 
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below, and if doing so, has he learnt 
the meaning of " He must increase, but 
I must decrease" ? Is not the name of 
Christian (that worthy name upon you, 
by which ye are called) sften scoffed 
and mocked at on these very points ? 
because of the inconsistencies of those 
who bear it ? Of the whole course of 
the Lord Jesus it is written, " He made 
himself of no reputation." 

Alas, that it should not be so with all 
of ns. Alas, that with even some of us 
here to-night God's finger is upon us, 
and our consciences are telling us as to 
this, " Thou art the man." Yet it is only 
by thus taking our true places before 
God as to these things with a real 
desire for Him to deal with us, that we 
are profited by speaking of them to¬ 
gether. We are in our folly sacrificing 
the present enjoyment of the eternal, 
for the passing pleasure of the temporal, 
for no man can enjoy both. A remark¬ 
able illustration of this is given us if 
we turn to Hebrews xiii. There Esaa 
comes before us, " who for one morsel 
of meat sold his birthright." With 
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the birthright went the blessing of the 
firstborn. But this blessing had es¬ 
pecial reference to the future, to the 
Messiah who was to come, the promised 
seed, of which God had spoken to 
Abraham, in whom " all families of the 
earth" were to be blessed. (See Gen. 
xxviii. 3-15.) The mess of pottage, 
the satisfaction of the moment, the 
pleasing of nature, was preferred to 
the whole blessed range of God's 
promises by Esau; and what does scrip¬ 
ture say of such ? It calls Esau a 
" profane person"—one who preferred 
the enjoyment of the present to the 
glorious realities awaiting him in the 
future. It is the contrast between 
faith and sight. 

My brethren, we too are blest. The 
blessing of the "Firstborn from the 
dead" is upon us. " Lifting up his hands 
he blessed them, and as he blessed them 
he was parted from them and carried 
up into heaven." But it is not earthly 
but heavenly, not true for sight but 
real to faith. Are we enjoying it— 
making much of it ? He is gone up. 
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Thence He is coming again in " like 
manner." "Heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Christ" we are waiting for 
Him here, until the time comes when 
according to God's eternal purpose He 
will " gather together in one all things 
in Christ." (Eph. i. 9, 10.) Seeing 
that we have learnt, poor dull scholars, 
that in all things He shall " have 
the pre-eminence"—that it is God's 
must concerning Him. (1 Cor. xv. 
25.) Are wo saying and practically 
seeking to carry it out, " He must 
increase, but I must decrease" ? Or 
are we like Esau despising the bless¬ 
ing, gathering to ourselves the poor 
passing and empty things of earth, 
none of which we can take with us, 
upon which (the flesh in us and all that 
ministers to it) our God hath stamped 
" vanity of vanities, all is vanity." Ah, 
which is it with you ? One thing is 
certain, we are each saying or practising 
in our ways day by day either this, 
"He must increase," or this, " Imust 
increase," and you cannot change the 
one word withou^changing the other. If 
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you say " I must increase" you must 
add, " He must decrease," and in our 
souls we bear witness that this is so. 
" What a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap," is seen daily in the condition and 
ways of God's people as to this very truth. 
Is it then your purpose to shew in your 
life that the words of John the Baptist 
are your motto ? May it be so, and 
may the Lord give His word power 
over our souls for His name's sake. 

H. C. A. 

THOUGHTS FOE THIS DAY. 

OUR CALLING, AND HOW DIVISIONS 
OCCUE. 

WE must see and hold in faith our 
calling before we can understand a 
division. A division is a breaking 
away from our calling, and it must be 
known and followed in order to mark 
those who cause divisions and offences 
among you contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned. We shall look 
at our calling first in its varied phases. 
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trespasses and sins, for he has known 
himself to have been there where 
Christ died to sin. Christ died there 
in grace, as sin condemned before God; 
and the sinner says to himself: "that is 
really myself; I am that in the flesh, 
and now Christ having offered Himself 
for that, God has made Him sin for us ; 
but Christ in dying has done with sin, 
and therefore I have done with it too. 
There is then no existing relationship 
between God and the race of the first 
Adam: the death of Jesus has shewn 
forth this fact, when God had tried 
everything, even to the gift of His Son. 
God has done with all this race of the 
first man upon the cross ; and as for 
me, I have done with sin, which was 
the basis of all this. Oh, how mar¬ 
vellous and perfect are God's ways, 
full of infinite grace !" 

I recall it to mind that it is not here 
a question of our heavenly position at 
this moment: John, as we have said 
elsewhere, hardly ever speaks of it. 
Christ will raise up the believer at the 
last day. He speaks of His own 
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ascension to- complete the truth: come 
from heaven, He will go back there; 
but He does not associate us with 
Himself in heaven, as a present fruit of 
His ascension. For us, He goes on 
from His ascension to the resurrection 
of our bodies. 

" I HAVE SET BEFORE THEE 
AN OPENED DOOR." 

REVELATION m. 8. 

THERE can be no doubt that the passage 
alluded to refers to our time, and that 
we should give heed to it. It has been 
so much brought into prominence that 
many are afraid of saying much about 
it, and others again accept it without 
duly considering its import. 

Still there is the fact and the promise, 
and they are not to be forgotten ; if we 
feel our weakness and failure, we should 
give the more diligent heed to what our 
Lord says about His work, as the time 
of His coming draws nigh. 

A distinction should be made, as to 
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this, between that which is merely 
outward, and the sure though quiet 
action of the Holy Spirit, by whom the 
Lord is carrying on His work in these 
last days. That the Lord does use 
outward and providential circumstances, 
and different means in different countries 
and places, there can be no doubt; and 
they play a great part in the carrying 
out of His ways. But if we limit our 
view to this exterior part of the subject 
(as I believe many do), we shall fail to 
apprehend the force of the "opened 
door j " and our days are such that one 
may be very active and perform an 
immense amount of work, without being 
in the secret of the Master's mind. 

To take a strong example of this, 
any one who has travelled in Catholic 
countries will be astonished at the 
well-meant though futile endeavours 
of some to convert them to Protes¬ 
tantism. They judge that because there 
is a certain religious liberty, they may 
go to work to carry out their hopeless 
scheme, unmindful of Thyatira's doom. 
It is not that souls may not be found 
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and blessed even in such countries, but 
no power will ever convert the countries 
themselves. " I gave her time to 
repent," saith the Lord, " and she hath 
not repented." Such efforts are not 
according to the secret of the Lord's 
mind. 

This is the extreme case, but many 
others might be quoted: and indeed 
many, in the so-called religious world, 
see no further, than a great time of 
liberty for preaching, printing, and so 
diffusing Christian truth. But there is 
something further, and there will be no 
true work for the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the present day unless it be by the 
Holy Ghost, who is working as surely 
in the midst of Christendom, both in 
converting souls, and in giving them 
light and power, as He was in the 
midst of Israel in Zechariah's day. 
The answer which was given to the 
question about the two mystic olive-
trees standing on either side of the 
golden candlestick, was : " not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts," and this applies 

o2 
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now, though the circumstances be dif¬ 
ferent. In our blessed Saviour's time 
too, the same might be said: He, 
the true Shepherd, found out all His 
scattered sheep by the Holy Spirit's 
action. " To him the porter openeth." 
(John x.) Again, all through the Acts, 
we see the distinct leading and action 
of the Holy Spirit, as well as outward 
opportunities. 

We must understand the state of 
things around us to be in communion 
with the Lord in His present work. 
The remnant briefly alluded to in 
Zechariab's day made no pretension to 
the privileges of the nation, as though 
all were in perfect order. It was a 
time of general failure when Jehovah's 
Spirit was acting in a faithful few, and 
it has been noticed that a spiritual and 
intelligent state is necessary, to be 
able to distinguish the Holy Spirit's 
sovereign action in such a state of 
things. And so with us, although the 
Spirit abides in and with us in a far 
more blessed way:—we must remember 
that the church lost her beauty and 
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strength at the very beginning. She 
was only seen for a very short time in 
her perfect form; its contour was soon 
marred. If any one has watched an 
eclipse taking place soon after moon-
rise, in a clear sky, he will have been 
struck by the sudden fading of the 
splendid globe, as the first withering 
shade of the penumbra comes upon her, 
and so on until total eclipse. 

When one has understood a little, 
the present state of things, and given 
up all idea of converting the world, or 
reforming the church, and taken the 
place of a feeble remnant, the question 
very naturally presents itself: "What 
would the Lord have us to do ?" and 
the answer comes again : " Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit." 
The Spirit which did not leave the 
remnant until Messiah came, dwells in 
us, and will dwell in us for ever; and 
the Lord Jesus Christ will guide us at 
the present moment by His action. 

A struggle is going on in our day, 
between human activity, means, and 
intelligence on the one hand, and the 



4 4 A VOICE TO THE FAITHFUL. 

Holy Ghost on the other. As the 
final events of the church upon earth 
unroll themselves before us, we find 
almost a repetition of the scenes in Israel 
when Messiah first came. Dry religion, 
learning, and money of scribes, Pha¬ 
risees and Herodians ;—and a feeble 
but Spirit-led remnant on the other, 
whose entire trust was in the Lord, 
and whose songs of superhuman beauty 
(Luke i. iii.), shew hearts true to Him, 
and finely strung by divine action. 

In short, the Lord Jesus is acting as 
truly now by the Holy Ghost as in 
former times, and if any have been 
allowed to be faithful thus far (mis¬ 
trusting themselves, and cleaving to the 
Lord with full purpose of heart), the 
door is open before them. May we 
with earnest prayer and fasting look to 
the Lord that the current of the Holy 
Spirit's action be free, both amongst 
ourselves and in leading to individual 
service, and great blessing will surely 
follow. Each will find his place in 
that sphere where true service may be 
performed for the Lord Jesus Christ 


