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JOHN'S GOSPEL, 

WE have seen the general position of 
the sheep, but there is something more. 
(Ver. 10.) Jesus, in contrast with all 
the false pretenders who only came to 
steal and to kill, came that the sheep 
might have life, and that they might have 
it in abundance. The first expression 
gives us the object of His coming in 
general, which characterises the Gospel 
and also the Epistle of John: It is tho 
Son of God come down upon earth 
that we might live by Him. He is the 
eternal life which was with the Father ; 
He gives life, and is Himself our life. 
(Compare 1 John iv. 9; i. 2; v. 11,12; 
John iii. 15, 16 ; it would be easy to 
-multiply quotations.) The second pait 
of the sentence gives us the character 
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Father, one with the Father; this is 
the safety of the sheep. 

The Jews take up stones to stone 
Jesus. The Lord, calm in His faithful¬ 
ness to His Father, shews them that 
they are in fault by the language of 
their own scriptures, but appeals at the 
same time to His works as a proof of 
the truth of His testimony, and that He 
was Son of God, and the Father in 
Him, and He in the Father. Then 
they seek to take Him, but He escapes 
from their hands and goes away to the 
other side of the Jordan, where many 
come to Him and own that all that 
John the Baptist said of Him was true. 

ONE MOEE HONOURABLE THAN 
HIS BRETHREN. 

THERE is no principle of scripture that 
is more true than any and every other. 
But some are more striking and more 
clearly and copiously illustrated than 
the rest, and of these none more so than 
this—" Them that honour me I will 
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honour, and they that despise me shall 
be lightly esteemed"—that principle 
which the man of God enunciated to 
the aged Eli. The word of God ex¬ 
hibits, from one end to the other, the 
working out of this principle in its two¬ 
fold applications. 

The Old Testament teems with illus¬ 
trations of the tenacity with which 
God always adheres to His word, 
" Them that honour me I will honour." 
Enoch and Elijah translated from the 
earth; Joseph, David and Daniel ex¬ 
alted on the earth; " Moses and Aaron 
among his priests, and Samuel among 
them that call upon his name," are but 
a few of those witnesses for Jehovah, in 
singularly different ways and spheres, in 
whom this principle found its divine 
expression. 

In the New Testament we recognise 
with joy of heart that it reached its cul¬ 
minating example and display in Him 
who could say, " I honour my Father," 
and, " i t is my Father that honouieth 
me." (John viii.) And again in chapter 
xvii.—"I have glorified thee on the 
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earth: I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do. And now, -0 
Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self, with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was." Nor shall 
we fail* to welcome it as it appeared in 
the case of Stephen, whose face shone 
as that of an angel; for whom also, as 
well as for the beloved apostle John, 
the heavens opened ; while in Paul's 
case, he was himself caught up into the 
third heaven ! 

Each of these New Testament in¬ 
stances being of a heavenly stamp 
and order, points unmistakably no less 
to the character than to the source 
of that honour which God is now 
conferring, or is about to confer, on 
them that honour Him in this day. 
"Behold, I will make them of the 
synagogue of Satan, which say they are 
Jews, and are not, but do lie ; behold, I 
will make them to come and worship 
before thy feet, and to know that I have 
loved thee." The martyr arraigned 
before the Jewish Sanhedrim ; the dis¬ 
ciple whom Jesus loved in the grip of 
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the Roman lion ; and Paul in collapse, 
possibly, under the stoning of the infuri¬ 
ated Jews of Antioch and Iconium, were 
respectively suffering for the honour 
they would give to God only, as witnesses 
for the rejected One from the earth in 
whose name they had given testimony. 
In each case they found the divine 
answer in the signal honour of a heavenly 
character (more correctly heaven itself 
opened), which God made good to them 
in unction and in power. The honour 
may for the present be devoid of every¬ 
thing demonstrative, but is undeniable 
as to fact, and in character answering 
to our calling—it is essentially heavenly. 

Nor ought we to lose sight of this, 
that God Himself has a real and posi¬ 
tive appreciation of the honour paid 
Him by His saints. " He taketh plea¬ 
sure in his people," and therefore can¬ 
not fail to value every bit of honour 
rendered to His name. If we go back 
to Israel's history, we get here and there 
little episodes which serve to illustrate 
our principle. Let one suffice. Jabez, 
the child of sorrow; his name was the 
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standing memento of the bitterness in 
which his mother bare him. (1 Chron. 
iv.) Buthe " was more honourable than 
his brethren." Not that he was honoured 
by them, or by his nation, but the Spirit 
of God registered him as one of God's 
honourablcs. And wherefore ? Because 
his heart was toward God. He honoured 
the God of Israel, and called upon His 
name. He has no record but the sorrow 
of his conception, and his prayer to 
Jehovah. His parentage, his genealogy, 
his locality, are all denied us. He 
sprang out of Judah, and was closely 
connected with Bethlahem—a passing 
shadow thus of One that was to come! 
No more do we know, but the breath¬ 
ings of his heart Godward. He cries 
with deep earnestness, and with touch¬ 
ing pathos, to the God of Israel, " Oh, 
that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and 
enlarge my coast, and that thine hand 
might be with me, and that thou wouldest 
keep me from evil, that it may not 
grieve me !" His resource is in God, nor 
has he any other. It is Him whom he 
counts upon for blessing indeed, and to 
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enlarge his coast, and to give him 
His presence, and to keep him from 
the evil. He has learned, at least, 
that every good gift, and every per¬ 
fect gift, is from above. This alone 
he values, the gift which cometh from 
God; and this alone he dreads, the evil 
which God hateth. His heart was right 
with God. He was in fellowship with 
the heart of God; he honoured the God 
of Israel, and God honoured him, and 
he being dead yet speaketh. " And God 
granted him that which he requested," 
for he met the heart of God and re¬ 
freshed His spirit in a dry and thirsty 
land more than the hosts of Israel; and 
the Spirit of the Lord has given an 
eternal testimony of his words, the 
child of his mother's sorrow is ennobled 
by the God of Israel, and his honour 
shall never decay! 

Now, if this be God's answer to one 
of His ancients of Judah, may we not 
gather from it how true He must ever 
be to His own immediate word—" Them 
that honour rne I will honour " ? Every 
breathing of our hearts by the Spirit of 
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God is precious in His ear; every cup of 
cold water given in His name; every 
service rendered to His saints ; every 
sigh over that which grieves Him ; every 
thrill of joy for what brings glory to 
Him ; every step trodden, or word 
spoken, in furtherance of interests dear 
to His heart, is written with an eternal 
pen, and treasured in the archives of 
heaven, nor will He fail to requite even 
those who think upon His name. (Mai. 
iii. 16.) Children of sorrow we may 
indeed be, of whom the world has no 
record, and knows neither whence we 
come nor whither we are bound, but if 
our hearts be in the secret of the Lord, 
we are not only of the royal line, like 
Jabez, but, like Jabez, also of the line 
of faith; our requests are answered, our 
record is on high for eternity, heavenly 
resources are ours in their richest ple¬ 
nitude, and an opened heaven will soon 
receive us into its bosom, and then shall 
be fully displayed what only faith ac¬ 
cepts now, the immutability of that 
word, " Them that honour me I will 
honour," W, B. 



WHO IS A " WICKED PERSON"? 

IN a day of increasing laxity, it is im¬ 
portant to ascertain how scripture 
speaks of insubjection, or opposition to 
any divine order or rule. Every one 
with any conscience readily admits that 
blasphemy or immorality is vile. Now 
in scripture we read of a very grievous 
sin, much more common than either of 
these : namely, rebellion; so bad and 
intolerable that when parents pronounce 
their son to be " rebellious and stub¬ 
born," " the men of the city shall stone 
him with stones that he die." (Deut. 
xxi. 20, 21.) Rebellion is denounced 
as the " sin of witchcraft," and yet it is 
a sin which is very commonly tolerated. 
Rebellion is stubbornness, acting accord¬ 
ing to one's own ideas of things, and 
this may be even when the intention is 
the best. This shews the subtle nature 
of it. It is a well-known fact that 
would be corroborated by every parent 
and philosopher, that the institution of 
a rule, always arouses in the natural 
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mind a desire to evade it or diverge 
from it. Now when any one evades or 
diverges from any divine rule or order, 
no matter however good the plea, he is 
rebellious or stubborn, as if under an 
evil spirit, and necessarily he is evil, for 
the evil man seeketh only rebellion. 
(Prov. xvii. 11.) 

Let us look at the act which drew 
forth from Samuel the terrible con¬ 
demnation, " Bebellion is the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as in¬ 
iquity and idolatry," and in the light of 
it, let us judge our own ways in this 
day. King Saul was sent to destroy 
Amalek. (1 Sam. xv. 3.) " Now go and 
smite Amaiek, and utterly destroy all 
that they have, and spare them not; but 
slay both man and woman, infant and 
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass." 
The orders were distinct enough, but 
Saul was rebellious, and under the plea 
of making a sacrifice to the Lord, he 
spared the best of the spoil. The better 
the plea, we often find, the more grie¬ 
vous the nature of the rebellion, because 
there is a commendable excuse for it, 
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Saul had previously acted rebelliously 
in the things of God, he had assumed 
the priest's office. (1 Sam. xiii. 12-14.) 
We often see that there has been an un¬ 
authorised assumption in divine things, 
previous to the more public departure 
from the divine rule. No one can deny 
that the Spirit of God has His own rule, 
and if He has admitted me to a know¬ 
ledge of His rule, and the circle of it, in 
any place it is "rebellion, the sin of 
witchcraft," if I, even under the best of 
pleas, diverge from it. If I had not His 
orders, and had no light, it would be 
quite different; but if I have learned of 
Him, and then in contravention to His 
own order, attempt to set up another 
order, I am rebellious, and my sin is 
witchcraft. There is, as it were, an evil 
spirit counselling me, and if I do the 
act, I am stubborn, and this stubborn¬ 
ness is iniquity and idolatry. Peter was 
acting as Satan, when with the most 
amiable feelings for our Lord, he re¬ 
buked Him for speaking of His death ; 
he ran in direct contravention to the 
words of the Lord. The Lord disre-


