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@ Doice to the Faithiul,

JOHN’S GOSPEL,
Chapter xiv, 16-28.

Tur presence of the Comforter is the
grand actual truth of Christianity: the
basis of this is the revelation of the
Father in the Son, and then the fulfil-
ment of the work of redemption by the
Son; and the [fact that Man, in fhe
person of Jesus, has gone info divine
glory, has prepared the way for the
descent of the Holy Ghost down here,
given to believers to dwell with them
and in them, that they may know the
fulness of this redemption, their rela-
tionship with the Father, the fact that
they are in Christ, and Christ in them,
and the heavenly glory in which they
will be made like to Him ; and that He
may lead them across the desert, having
at the same time spiritual intelligence,
VOL, XVII, B
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“my Father will love him, and we will
make our abode with him.” The Father
and the Son come to dwell with the be-
loved person ; and this does not take place
merely by the Holy Ghost, as every
divine activity ; but by the Holy Ghost
such a person enjoys the presence of
the Father, and of the Son, of their
dwelling in him; and the Holy Ghost
does not leave him, so that he epjoys
constantly in his heart the presence of
the Eather and of the Son. The nature
of this communion, that is, of the
realisation of the presence of the Father
and the Son, is of all-importance, and
gives ineffable repose and joy. We
shall dwell in the Father’s house, and
we shall find the Son there in glory;
but, till then, the Father and the Son
come, and reveal themselves to us, and
make their abode in us. All is done by
the Holy Ghost, but it is the presence
of the Father and the Son that makes
itself felt in this special character ; and
the Son is Jesus, who loved us, and
gave Himself for ug, The Son had re-
vealed the Father, for him who had
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PROFESSION AND PROSPECT

eyes to see; and now the Holy Ghost
gives us to enjoy the presence of the
Father and Son (but “in us™), if we
keep the Saviour’s words.

PROFESSION AND PROSPECT.
Philippians iii.

Ir is well known that it is far more diffi-
culf to surrender prospects than posses-
_sions ; the former we have not as yet
proved or tested, they are generally ex-
aggerated in the mind as to their value,
and their power to minister to enjoy-
ment and satisfaction of heart; but the
latter have been fully tried in every
way, and there can be no doubt as to
what they ean render in the way of en-
joyment and delight.

Now it is not possible to strip the
heart of present things; the person
may be impoverished to any amount
almost, exactions of the greatest rigour
accepted, and the heart still goes after
its idols : ‘“ Keep thy heart with all dili-
gence, for out of it are the issues of
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life"’—¢ where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.”” Now it is of
great importance elearly to understand
that ¢ the things that were gain to me,”
spoken of in this chapter, were not bad
things in themselves, they were, on the
contrary, in a sense, good things—they
were advantages pertaining to a man
after the flesh, they were connected
with earth and time; moreover, they
were of such a nature as to retain a fast
hold upon the affections and mind of
one like Saul of Tarsus; the heart
could not be stripped of these in his
case, or in ours; legal demands could
not displace fleshly advantages then,
any more than now ; nothing can expel
the world from the heart, or keep it out,
save its being possessed by a treasure of
inconceivable preciousness and value.
This Christ alone is, as He possesses
the throne of the heart, all rivals are
displaced ; the weaning of Isaac must
be repeated in the history of the soul.
(See Gen. xxi.) This wag the possession
which held its triumphant sway over the
apostle, it is the only possession which
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ean control our hearts. It is very
blessed to see the progress there was
with him, as the resources of this pos-
session developed, as it were, in his
soul. First, it was, “what things,”
these 1 counted loss on accouni of
Christ, This carries us back to the
start of his history, when the Saviour
in glory was revealed in him on the
road fo Damascus; but af the time he
wrote, ‘I count all things loss,” he had
passed through every kind of sorrow,
suffering, and trial; he was on the eve
then of the finish of his journey, and
not looking on to an untried future, but
looking back over a well-tested past, ho
says, 1 count all things loss;” ho ad-~
vances from ¢ what things” to “ull
things.” Such is the result of the heart
and affections being held by a passession ;
it désplaced at the first what things were
gain to him, but it finally engrossed his
whole soul, so that he counted all things
loss and §lth for its excellency. How
blessed to see the power of a heavenly
Christ in such an one as Saul of Tarsus !
And is this not to be witnessed now ?
B2
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Has this treasure-possession lost its
virtue ? Did this displacement and en-
grossment pertain o other times and
days than our own ? If not, why is it
so little seen now? May each con-
seience and heart in exercise answer for
itself, as before Him,

But not only have we possession set
forth here, we have prospects also;
these are expressed thus—¢‘ our com-
monwealth has its existence in the
heavens, from which also we await the
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, who shall
transform our body of humiliation into
conformity to his body of glory,” &e.
Is it saying too much to assert, that, in
vroportion to the possession being en-
joyed, is the prospect watched for ?

It is well to be reminded of the en-
tirely heavenly character of this prospect ;
it 18 not, o any sense, on earth that we
have possession or prospect; a grave
and martyrdom are all that we can ex-
pect here in the truth of our ealling.
Many of us shrink from owning this in
doctrine, all of us are very feeble in our
expression of it in practice. There is
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a prospect for this earth: it will yet
enjoy its sabbath, but that is not our
prospect ; we profess to expect the re-
turn to the air for us, of Himself, our
Saviour and our Lord, What a prospect !
Moreover, we avow constantly our be-
lief in the fact that it may be at any
moment ; but then, how does this con-
sist with our troubles and cares about
present things, our plans and positions ?
Must we not own how little our prospect
has influenced our present? And is it
to be accounted for by the fact, that
treasure in heaven has not so possessed
us in the present as to act upon hope
for the future ? If this be so, may the
blessed Lord lead our hearts and affee-
tions into present possession in heaven !
from which also we may await the
Saviour, the Iiord Jesus Christ; so
that, bounded by nothing below, nothing
seen, governed by nothing but Christ,
we may press toward the mark for the
prize now, at any moment expecting to
rise and meet the One who is coming
to take us (7(1[1&7\7}/@&0#(11) unto Himself,
W



“THE OUTLINE OF SOUND
WORDS.”
2 Timothy i. 13.

Ir anything has characterised tho
awakening of our day, it is surely the
distinetness with which the stupendous
truths of Christianity have been brought
out and put before the soul.

For many centuries the circle of these
great truths had been lost, and even
that which in part was known was so
little defined, that it is a notorious fact
that amongst the very best books of so-
called theology, the best religious works,
only confused presentations of truth
could be found. Take, for example,
guch a subject as the Righteousness of
Gfod in the writings of Luther, Calvin,
or later divineg, and compare it wilh
that which we possess, through God’s
merey and grace.

The illustration at once suggests it-
self, to one accustomed to look at the
heavenly bodies through a telescope, of
the confused image observed before the
instrument has been properly brought
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to a focus. One cannot say positively
it is not the moon, say, but it might be
anything else ; and as the lines become
defined and the ridges and peaks traced
out clearly on the background, eries of
admiration are often raised by those who
for the first time behold such a sight.
The effort of the enemy from the
beginning was to render the outline of
christian revelation indistinet. No en-
lightened soul has ever read the works
of even the early fathers without feeling
inclined to blush for their confused
style. The church of God, whose
position and glory were so clearly taught
in Paul's writings, is seen undefined
through a misty haze : the contour is
lost! The direst tangle as to the separ-
ate calling of Israel and the heavenly
company ; and the foeus gets more and
more displaced as time goes on, till at
last nothing can be seen but a be-
wildering figure. Thus gradually was
the “outline® of gound words,” so in-
sisted upon by Paul to Timothy lost, and
the grandest and most blessed truths,
¥ morbrwoig
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majestic in their simplicity, reduced to a
hopeless maze of undefined lines. O
what would that apostle who exhorted
his devoted follower to study to present
himself to God, a workman not to be
ashamed (cutting in a straight line the
word of truth), have said to the state of
things in the middle ages ?

In our day, Christianity has been
brought out clearly and distinetly. Truth
has been distinguished from error in a
general and extensive way; and the
several parts of the truth, the several
truths forming the whole, have been de-
fined with marvellous clearness and pre-
eision, the work of the Spirit of God by
special gift. No one who is spiritual
can doubt of the wonderful exactitude
with which God has been pleaged to set
His word before us in these last days.

An all-important question now arises,
Is there not a tendency to spoil the con-
tour at the present moment ? to oblite-
rate the lines that mark these truths so
definitely ? It is well known, even in
the affairs of this world, definitions are
very difficult to make ; and a man who
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in the ordinary language of life can
define things without saying too much
or too little, is justly regarded as a use-
ful person. In divine things, as stated
above, we believe in the positive action
of the Holy Ghost in gift, and in the
choice of the teacher’s words ; and the
danger perhaps we incur in general is
rather that of saying too much, and so
of rendering obscure that which has
already been presented with divine
clearness. Nothing is more striking
than a well-defined inscription, and a
traveller in South Italy is astonished to
see some of the faces of the milestones
along the Appian Way as legible as
when the marble was cut in the time of
Nerva and Trajan. I have been assured
that those who seek to renew a once
chiselled stone often succeed in spoiling
its distinctness.

Be that as it may, in a day like our
own, when we have lost somewhat of
the first freshness of reeovered truth,
and many heads and pens are constantly
at work, we may fear lest the grand and
fundamental truths, so clearly presented
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to ue, and confided as it were to our
keeping, be not damaged through our
over-desire to develop and explain.
The subject is Buggestive, and from its
very nature demands brevity. Perhaps
in many cases there may be a need to
study prayerfully what has already been
gaid and written, than to seek oneself
to develop it.

May God give us not only to keep to
clear and defined lines, but also hearts
to appreciate His truth, and to live as
men who value it for His sake! Doubt-
less God is still working in many places,
and producing this sincere desire to
conform to Hig mind in many souls.

May our whole strength be expended
in this direction ! E. L. B,

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY,
““SANCTIFY YOURSELVES.”
Tae more distinetly we are here for the
Lord, the more absolutely must we be
separate from everything unsuited to
Him. There are two characteristics for
the heavenly warfare, namely, armour
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and prayer (see Eph, vi.): one is prac-
tical superiority to evil, Satan baffled by
one's conduct; and the other is our
assured confidence in God for His people
on the earth. The real preparation for
battle is above with Christ, and then we
are here suitably for Him. In a day
like thig, surely every true heart will
hail any light which would help him to
be more for the Liord here.

The first great principle is, ¢ Come
out from among them, and be ye sepa-
rate, and touch not the unclean thing,
and I will receive you.” Invariably we
shall find that, where there is spiritual
zeal, the man of God is marked by the
distinetness of his separation from mere
natural influences, in the first instance.
Thig is his beauty : ¢ Forget also thine
own people, and thy father’s house, so
shall the king greatly desire thy beauty.”
No one ean really stand for Christ here
until he has left his own place for Christ’s
place; and then, because he has been
detached from things here, he can re-
sume here really for Him, The true
heart, like Rebekah, cannot help itself,
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holily, and justly, and unblameably we
behaved ourselves among you that be-
lieve.” If we had no part dark, our
bodies would be full of light, there
would be no check to the action of the
Spirit withinus. The dark part is some
positive hindrance, and if it be un-
checked it will, however gecreted, expose
itself some day. Barnabas had not
merely determined to take Mark, on
account of his being his kinsman, but
the Jewish tendency, which he had
not set aside, as a dark part, now be-
trayed him. Every one is exposed
here, if he is not perfecting holiness in
the fear of the Lord. The servant
cannot effectively present the grace
which he knows not the power of him-
self. How can the man with the beam
in his own eye, propose to take a mote
out of another’s eye? He must re-
move the beam from his own eye, and
then he will see clearly to remove the
mote from his brother’s eye. The
servant is not deprived of his gift be-
cause he has grieved the Holy Spirit by
his ways or association, but the Lord
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must deal with him about if, be he an
Isaac or a Moses. One was influenced
by his son’s venison—small things can
warp us—and the other had neglected
to circumeise his som, possibly influ-
enced by his wife, and God sought to kill
him when he went forth as Iis servant.
James warns us not to be many masters,
knowing that we sghall receive the
greater condemnation. I believe every
servant is exposed to the world, when
he persists in any unholiness unjudged,
and that the leaven of it will render
him markedly defective in his ministry,
though, if he had judged it, he would
have had greater power there.

The Lord lead our hearts to accept
the word of exhortation —*¢ Sanetify
yourselves.”

MANIFESTATION—WHEN ?

Tre manifestation of Christ will be the
manifestation of the saints on earth
with Him. That is the time for show,
the only time for show; and that runs
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counter to all human thoughts, and what
man likes. The great principle of
Christianity is to wait—we shall be
manifested. The time for show is
coming ; and then, not only the appear-
ance of the saints, but their garments will
be spotless, To think that we shall be
suited in everything to the company of
the Christ in glory! The great thing is
to look at that glory and to be changed
into the same even now. That is not
looking for the admiration of this
world, but waiting for the glory, when
-we shall be manifested with Christ.
Our life is hid with Christ, and we are
not to be shown-off now in anything,
whether religiously, congregationally,
colleetively, or locally, or in any other
way. The danger of the saint who
knows much, is to show himself off; but
the secret ig to know that this is not the
time for it, ¢ When Christ, who is our
life, shall appear, then shall we also
appear—be manifested—with him in
glory ;" that is what we have got to look
for. I cannot have anything to show
till then, because I should only tarnish
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it. How it sobers us, and reconciles us
to the troublous things around, that
we have nothing to do but to wait.
Risen with Christ, death behind, Christ
waiting, that is our position, Christ is
sitting; and the church’s attitude is
sitting. I mean that as to being any-
thing, we are to sit still, and wait for
the day of manifestation. He is sitting
at the right hand of God: this is the
simple position of the saints, We are
in the right place, but are we in the
right attitude ? Can we sit quietly and
wait, or are we restless, running hither
and thither? Christ is waiting; this will
balance our souls till the glory. Let it
be ever before us, and the Lord keep
us waiting for this, for His name sake.

W. B

“ FORWARD !

‘WHEN on the long and dreary way,
Or at the dawn of breaking day,

Or in the damp and chill night-air,
Or in the noontide’s dusty glare,
Lord, as we march, we look to Thee,
To lead ns on to victory !
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There lie the bowers of repose,
There grow the violet and rose ;
There the soft tapestry, the bed,
Here, pillows for the weary head !
Never! O Lord, we look to Thee
To nerve our souls for victory !

‘When the blest Spirit’s unction flows,
‘When the first flush of triumph glows,
O who shall guide the ready hand ?
So keep us under Thy command—
Looking, O Lord, in faith to Thee,

To keep us calm in victory !

‘When gentle friends have turn'd aside,
And when the soul is sorely tried, . .
Ag David once, his Ziklag burnt,

In sore affliction lessons learnt ;

But look’d, O Lord, in faith to Thee*
To lead him on to victory !

Soon shall eternal triumph yield
Repose from off the battle-field ;
All power of evil trodden down,
The waving palm . . . the glittering
crown . . .

Then, blessed Lord, we'll shout to Thee
Of full and perfect victory !

L L B

* 1 Samuel xxx. ¢




JOHN’S GOSPEL.
Chapter xiv, 23-28.

Wz may notice that the seripture
employs two different words here:
¢ gommandments” and ** word.” Both
have their own import, for the first
speaks of authority and obedience, the
second of giving heed to what the Lord
says. Iach has thus a special bearing.
To the soul that hath His command-
ments and keepeth them, the Lord
- manifests Himself, and this is the fruit
of obedience; but the blessing of the
dwelling of the Father and Son in the
heart is the result of Jesus’ word
exerting its legitimate influence in the
heart. Now he that loveth not Jesus,
that is, whose heaxt is not governed by
this personal affection to the Saviour,
keepeth not his words ; and the word
that they heard was not their Master’s
word, as that of a man, that is of g
feacher who spoke on his own account,
but the word of the Father who had
sent Jesus. All the work of grace ig
VOL. XV, ¢
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another thing altogether; because that
was taking place, the answer of God in
His soul was not the effect of His
perfect and blessed presence, but forsak-
ing, according to the perfect opposition
of His nature to sin., But in this, we
approach those sufferings that no one
can fathom,

The Lord does not give as we give
anything, and who consequently do not
possess it any longer: He brings us
into the enjoyment of all that He Him-
self enjoys: glory, the Father’s love,
joy. He keeps back nothing for Him-
self, and in which we have not our
part.

The verses that terminate the chapler
contain a touching expression of the
manner in which Jesus expects the
affection of His own. ¢ If ye had loved
me, ye would have rejoiced that I go to
the Father.” (Ver. 28.) If you think
of yourselves, it is quite natural that
you should be afflicted ; but if you were
to think of me, it would be your joy to
think that I leave this world of sorrow
and suffering to go to the Father, in
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taking again my glory and entering
again into the land of holiness and
peace, there where all my rights are
recognised. Thus the Lord places
Himself close to us, and desires that we
should think of His happiness. What
Christian is there that rejoices not at
the thought of His glory ?

“ CHANNELS.”

“In those days, the multitude being
very great, and having nothing to eat,
Jesus called his disciples unto him, and
saith unto them, I have eompassion on
the multitude, because they have now
been with me three days, and have no-
thing to eat; and if I send them away
fasting to their own houses, they will
faint by the way; for divers of them
came from far. And his disciples an-
swered him, From whence can a man
satisfy these men with bread here in
the wilderness ? And he asked them,
How many loaves have ye ? And they
sald, Seven. And he commanded the
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people to sit down on the ground ; and
he took the seven loaves, and gave
thanks, and brake, and gave to his dis-
ciples to set before them ; and they did
set them before the people. And they
bad a few small fishes; and he blessed,
and commanded to set them also before
them. So they did eat, and were filled ;
and they took up of the broken meat
that was left, seven baskets. And they
that had eaten were about four thou-
sand, and he sent them away.” (Mark
viii. 1-9.)

The foregoing passage presents a
very striking and beantiful illustration
of one special feature of the Christian’s
mission in this world, which the reader
will do well to ponder. It is of im-
mense importance, and of universal ap-
plication. It concerns every child of
God. We have each one to remember
that we are sent into this world to be 2
channel of communication between the
heart of Christ and every form of need
that may cross our path from day to
day.

This isaninterestingand lovely feature
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o the Chrigtian's mission. True, it is
only one o the many festures, but it
is one of exceeding preciousness and
beauty. It is pre-eminently practica
too, as we shall see.

O course, it of necessity assumes
that | am a Christian. If | do not
know that | have eternd life, if | am at
al doubtful as to my eterna salvation,
if 1 do not know Christ as my own pre-
cious Saviour and portion,
the object, and the resting-place o my

occupy mysdf with the Chris~
tian's mission, is smply to deceive my-
«df, and blind my eyes to my
condition, A known and enjoyed -
vation, and aknown and enjoyed Saviour
and Lo][d, are absolutely essential oo
o it.

Having thus much, to guard
reader against salf-deception, as also to
guard our subject against any misappre-
hension, we shall look, for a few mo-
ments, a the lovely passage
stands at the head of this paper. May
the blessed open and apply it to
our )

c



