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A Voice to e FHuithful,

JOHN’S GOSPEL.

CHAPTER XVIL 8-17.

Bur this privilege that had been
granted to them, depended nupon another
one, or rather was realised in another
one, which was greater still. The Lord
had given to them all the intimate
communications that the Father had
made to Him as Son down here. It
wag all that belonged to this position
about which we are here occupied;
that of the Son upon earth. ¢ I have
given them the words that thou hast
given me.” Immense grace! It was
indeed placing them in His own position
before the Father. He had revealed to
them the Father’s name ; and this was
placing them, in title and fact, in His
own relationship of Son with the Father.
But Christ, having been Son here upon
earth, and come to finish the woik that
VOL. XIX. B
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the Father had given Him to do, had
justly received intimate communications
from Him, in order that all might be
done in a perfect and unfailing unity
with the Father. It was, for the Saviour,
the blessed part of His life. Now,
having placed the disciples (He speaks
here of the twelve) in the same relation-
ship with the Father in nature and
right, their place would not be sterile
and barren, but full of all the communi-
cations which belonged to it, and which
Jesus enjoyed. And this is the grace
given them. Before going further, it
may be well to make a few remarks
here.

This part of the Saviour's words
(verses 6-10, and even up to verse 19,
although this last portion considers the
disciples from another point of view)
applies to the eleven, as companions of
Christ upon earth. He had revealed
the Father’'s name to them ; He placed
them in the relationship in which He
was Himself with the Father, as Son,
but dwelling upon earth. The com-
munications which He Himself received
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were made to Him as being in this
relationship, and He communicated them
fo the disciples. I have no doubt what-
ever that Jesus spoke of what He knew,
and bore witness to that which He had
seen, nor do I doubt that the faoct
that He could say of Himself, ¢ the
Son of man that is in heaven’’ {John
iii. 18), had an essential influence upon
His ministry. But He was the mani-
festation of grace and truth down here,
aud up to the time that He was speaking,
it had not been .a question of giving to
the disciples the consciousness that they
were with Him in heaven; that was
going to be. In verse 24, this thought,
not of union, but at least of association
with Him in heaven, beginsg to shew
itself. His purpose assuredly was nof
to maintain Judaism, but to present that
which manifested the Father, grace and
truth come in Him, God’s character in
a Man down here fully manifested. It
was nof, either, the development of
God’s counsels and the mysteries of
grace, as Paul teaches them to us; it
wag one of the fruits of the glorifying
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of Jesus., The sun had shene behind
the clouds in the previous dispensations;
even now it is faith that lays hold of it ;
at the end, its manifestation will have
an earthly character; but here the
clouds clear away, and the sun itself
appears. The Father in the fulness of
grace, sends the Son ; the Son manifests
the Father perfectly, and glorifies Him,
and the disciples understand that all
that the Father had given to Jesus was
the Father's gift to the down here Son
(not, as I have said, Jehovah's gift fo
the Messiah) whom the Father had sent
in sovereign grace, and who had ecome
from the Father.

This is the basis of Jesus’ prayer.
He prayed for His disciples, not for the
world. The world was judged, buf the
Father had given Him His diseiples;
most precious truth, source both of our
blessings and of what characterises them.
The Lord, in leaving His disciples, prays
for them, and with the most touching
motives, which open up to our view also
the sphere into which we are brought.
All belongs to this revelation of the
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Father in the Son, the Father's Object,
and at the same time the Revealer of
His most tender love, and to the
introduction of the disciples into the
same relationship.

The first motive is to be found in
these words : ‘I pray for them, because
they are thine.” For the beloved Son,
the Father was everything; He lived to
glorify the Father, and He prays that
the Father may be for those who are
His, a Father such as He Himself
knew Him.

The second motive is the Son. Tho
Father cared for the Son’s glory; be-
caugse of this, He should take care of
His disciples, for now that Jesus was
going back to the Father, it is in them
that He should be glorified, The Father
would keep them because these were
His, and the Son should be glorified in
them., They must be kept if the Father
cared for the Son’s glory. Now there
was no separating the Father's inferests
and glory from those of the Son. All
that the Father had the Son had, and
all that the Son had the Father had.
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‘What a bond between the Father, the
Son, and the disciples! They belonged
to the Father, the Father had given
them the Son, and it was in them that
the Son was to be glorified. Their
actual place, which was the occasion of
the question, was that Jesus was going
away from the world to the Father, and
leaving His disciples down here.

Then Jesus gives the name in which
the Father should keep them: ¢ Holy
Father;” He should keep them ae-
cording to a Father's love, and the
holiness of His nature. Christ had kept
them Himself in this name during His
stay down here, and now He gives
them over to the immediate care of the
Father, according to the love towards
them that was common to the Father
and to the Son, and always in the name
of ¢“Holy Father,” ¢« Holy Father,
keep them in thy name that thou hast
given me.”* Christ was down here
the Son of the Father, and as such, He

* This is the best reading; the text
(received) has, *‘ those whom thou hast given
me.”
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answered to the Father's holiness in
all His ways and His thoughts. The
Father's will was exemplified in His
walk; He manifested in Himself the
Holy Father. Now He prayed that the
disoiples might be kept by what the
Father was in this relationship with
Jesus, The Lord was in it, and lived
in it; he who had seen Him had seen
the Father. As with Israel, He could
have said : ‘* Obey his voice, provoke
him not; for my name is in him.”
(Exoduas xxiii. 21.) Thus the Father
and He were one, not only in nature,
but in thoughts, acts, motions, and will.
Christ, in Hig life, was one with the
Holy Father.

Christ prayed for His own, that they
might be kept by the Father in that
name. He was by nature in this place ;
it was His place upon earth; they
needed to be kept there. He had kept
them all the time that He was in this
world, and now He gave them over to
the Father, that He also might keep
them, that there might be the same
thought, the same purpose, and that
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all their words and actions might
answer to it ; that the expression of
their life to all and to all together,
might be that of the Lord in His
relation to the Father, according to the
meaning and value of this name. The
Lord will speak soon of the mediatorial
means ; here, it is the fact that He
presents. The disciples should be one
—a single vessel of the life, of the
thoughts, of the revelation of the Father
Himself, as Christ had been. “Father”
the name of God in grace in sending
His Son, the Son revealing Him as
such ; and “holiness” according to that
which the Father is—this is what
should characterise them, and by the
power of the Holy Ghost,* all, as a
single being, should be only this in the
midst of the world; they should re-
picsent Christ in His relation to the
Father. It is evident that if there
were amongst them different thoughts
or purposes, they would fail as to this

* The Holy Ghost is not the subject lere,
but He is nevertheless the power that should
produce this life in the diseiples,
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position. The Father and the Son
were thus one when the Son was down
here ; this is what they were to be
amongst themselves according to the
relation in which Christ had been. It
is the name of * Father ” that had been
given to Him, that He might manifest
it in this world, and, according to His
holiness, there was nothing of this
world in Him to darken the revelation
of what the Father was.

Such was their position ; it was not
yet their mission. Being such, it was
to have Christ’s joy fulfilled in them.
Indeed, it was the Saviour’s joy, as
man down here. Infinite grace for
them, and in a certain sense for us all.
(Compare 1 John i. 1-4.) The sum of
all, is that the relation of Son down
here with the Holy Father, the name
in which He had kept His disciples
when Ie was down here, should be
their safeguard directly on the Father’s
part.

SO



v

HINDRANCES TO SERVICE.

THE first hindrance to service is being
out of communion. Any soil on the
conscience breaks communion, and
then there is not the enjoyment and
support of the Lord’s company. The
effect of His company is that the
service is rendered with a grace and
unction which the Lord only could
confer. This could not be explained to
any onewho had not known communion.
Communion is first known, when I
am so assured of my acquaintance
with the Lord, that I am, whatever be
the measure of my growth in divine
things, enjoying His company at what-
ever stage In my spiritual history His
grace has brought me to. It is not so
much the grace that is before me, as
the One who has secured the grace to
me ; 50 that wherever I am, historically,
whether leaving Egypt, in the wilder-
ness, or in Canaan, it is not the stage
which T have arrived at, that occupies
me, so0 much as the One with whom I
am in company, and who is the source
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of it all to me. Communion leads me
into His mind and thoughts with
regard to the place of blessing which I
am enjoying, so that when I serve (for
I cannot serve beyond the measure of
my own growth), I serve in the vigour
and freshness of one in actual associa-
tion with the Lord in effecting this
blessing for me.

It is a great thing to be in company
with the Lord as to His own feeling,
and also His value to God in His
service known to me.  This is the
reason that the one with a smaller
measure of truth, is often more effec-
tive in the enunciation of it, than one
more advanced in knowledge ; simply
because the former is in company with
the Lord, as to His own heart in the
work.

Once communion is known, the soul
feels, that like the holy anointing oil,
there is nothing to be compared to it,
It cannot be imitated ; and it cannot
be regained, if there is a soil on the
conscience, until the soil has heen
removed, One may not always he
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conscious of the particular soil which
has interrupted the communion, but
there is never restoration without a
conscious washing by the word. When
this takes place, there is an exercise of
soul ; the Spirit of God leading the
heart and conscience into what the
ashes of the red heifer over the running
water (Num. xix.) typified; even call-
ing to remembrance what Christ has
gone through on account of my sin.
There is no restoration to communion
apart from this exercise.

There is often much service, when
communion is not known, and, alas!
when it has been interrupted. When
there is service without communion
with the Lord having been known, the
servant, however gifted, never rises
beyond man, as the object of his
gervice. It is quite true that man is
the one to be served, but the servant’s
duty is to come from God, as His
servant, upheld by the Lord Himself.
When there is not this, service takes
very much the form of philanthropy.
Man’s need, and the benefit to man,
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and to his soul, is the aim of the
service.

Now when a servant who has
known communion continues serving
when out of communion, there will be
a rashness in testimony, like Peter
cutting off the ear of the high priest’s
servant.  There is an effort to do
something—a confidence in one’s per-
sonal love to the Lord There is often
much personal affection to the Lord
where there is not communion, and
this affection is sometimes regarded as
an evidence of communion, while very
often the effort to do something visibly
for the Lord, indicates that the servant
is not in communion ; and when it is
so, the right thing, which affection
dictates, is done in the wrong way.

Martha desired to serve, but it was
only her affection which led her, and
though she overtaxed herself in serv-
ing she did not meet the Lord's mind.
There may be affection without com-
munion, but the deepest affection is
enjoyed in communion. The servant
in communion can wait like Mary, till
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the fitting time comes for expressing
her affection. ~Communion always
leads one to think of the Lord first in
everything; whether I am an evangelist,
or a teacher, when I am in communion,
it is the Lord I am magnifying, it is
He whom I have before me, not
merely benefit, nor the one to be
benefited. Hence the one out of com-
munion, though he does not lose His
affection for the Lord, has not the
influence of the Lord’s company to
regulate and direct it. The servant in
communion is governed by the Lord’s
presence ; he cannot tell why he does
this or that, he is so consciously near
the Lord, that he does not act indepen-
dently ; and he waits in patience ; Le
does not make haste; and when he
acts, it is with marked self-surrender
for the Lord, and the house is filled
with the odour of the ointment.

The one impelled by affection for
the Lord, but who is out of commu-
nion with Him, would have called fire
to come from heaven. The difference
between the affection which would
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silence every opponent, and the affec-
tion which in complete self-surrender,
would be in sympathy with Him, is
great. The servant in communion is
sure to grow up into his true place
with the Lord, and as he does, he is8
more and more effective as His
servant,

There is however another order of
hindrance to a servant, which is, alas!
too common, and that is, his having
taken a wrong step; for instance.
being in the wrong place, or engaging
in an unsuited employment. It is not
so much the nature of the thing as the
simple fact that he has been betrayed
into a wrong step. It was a wrong
step for Peter to have gone into the
high priest's house, though doubtless
it was affection for the Lord which led
him to follow Him to it. It was a
wrong step for Abraham to have gone
down into Egypt; a wrong step for
David to have dwelt at Ziklag; but I
need not adduce more examples ; it is
enough if we see that the wrong step
must be retraced or obliterated, before
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there is any real or distinct advance
for that servant. Abraham had many
instances of divine favour after the
birth of Ishmael, but he was not in the
vigour of testimony, until the bond.
woman and her son were cast out.
‘When Jacob reached Bethel the last
link with his mother, who had first led
him into planning for his own advan-
tage, died. * Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse
died, and she was buried beneath
Bethel under an oak, and the name of
it was called, Allon-bachuth.” (Genesis
xxxv. 8.)

As the servant advances, he is
emancipated from that which once
enthralled him. Peter first gives up
his fishing to follow the Lord, from
affection. (Luke v.) Finally he does so
to follow a risen Christ in communion
with Him. (John xxi.) Many a ser-
vant is hindered from having taken
some wrong step; indeed the wrong
steps on account of which servants are
hindered, are more than could be
described or enumerated; and until
these are retraced, or abandoned, they
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will be hindered ; for then and then
only, will that servant® be able to
follow his Lord fully. I may be told
that would entail great suffering—
great loss and pain to one’s family and
friends. Yes, surely; so did Mary’s act,
to the very disciples of the Lord. But
I am bold to say, that there can be no
testimony without suffering and loss
in this evil world,

D —

THOUGHTS FOR THIS DAY:

GOD'S APPROACH TO US AND OURS
TO HIM.

“Tar day that thou eatest thereof,
thou shalt surely die.” The judgment
of death fell on man when he ate of
the tree of knowledge of good and
evih “By man came death.,” But
because of the evil and violence of men
on the earth, it is written, “the end
of all flesh is come before me.” «“It
repented the Lord that he had made
man on the earth.” Hence he was not
only doomed to die, but because of his
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wicked works, there must be an end of
man in the flesh. Thus we have man
the sinner under the doom of death,
and as in the flesh, intolerable to God.

‘We have now to see how the blessed
God can approach him, and how man
can approach God. Abel in faith sees
that the only way of approach was by
a vietim, notchargeable with his offence,
bearing the judgment of it ; and at the
time of bearing it, having a personal
excellency. Therefore he brought of
the firstlings of his flock and of the fat
thereof.” Enoch in another day sets
forth the faith that pleases God ; not
only believing in His existence, but
in His nature to reward for seeking
Him, the distinet contrast to what Eve
had done; while Noah is practically
saved, and begins a new history in
divine favour in the place where he
had been under judgment. In Abra-
ham, righteousness by faith is declared.
I need not pursue the expressions of
faith, recorded, as it were, in a chain,
in Hebrews xi., until Rahab, by faith,
is in the land ; typically the Gentile
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in heavenly places. I adduce these
witnesses of the true nature of approach,
for it is helpful to see that God never
left Himself without a witness, and in
this way the history of their testimony
is very interesting,

The law did not really offer an
approach to the sinner. It expressed
God’s righteous demand ; and thus it
became to fallen man  the ministration
of condemnation.” But consequent on
Israel’s idolatry —practical apostasy
from God before the law was given, the
offerings were appointed by the Lerd
from the tabernacle of testimony.

Now the offerings did set forth in
type the manner and nature of our
approach to God, and the ground of it;
but in none of them was there definitely
set forth the nature and scope of His
approach to us. The offerings are of
extreme interest, because they open
out in detail the nature of our ap-
proach, when as yet there was no real
ground for it. So much so, that if we
had only the book of Leviticus, or if
we were confined to our own approach
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to God, we should measure our ac-
ceptance with God by the measure of
our growth in apprehension of what
Christ, the true offering, is. For
instance, a godly Jew after offering his
burnt-offering went away with the
gense in his soul, a true one too, that
he was accepted by God. ¢ God testify-
ing of his gifts.” An enjoyable sense I
admit, but exclusively confined to him-
self as the offerer. It was all on his
own side, even that he was formally
accepted through that offering being
accepted of God. There was nothing
beyond the sense that he stood well
with God at the moment. There was
no idea that God could approach him.
So that if a Christian limits the work
and offering of Christ to the types,
however fully they may set forth his
acceptance, it is still merely an atom in
comparison with the measure in which
the blessed God can approach him.
This latter is not set forth in the types.
In the offerings from Abel down, the
one great thing is that the offerer may
ghtain an acceptance with God, He
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may, as I have said, be assured through
grace, of acceptance, as were Abel,
Noah, Abram, Manoah and others ; but
in none of these is set forth that the
initiative is on God’s side. It is on the
side of the man, either without law or
under law.

There is however distinet intimation
on the part of God, that He desires the
approach of man and rejoices in it.
Numerous passages in the Old Testa-
ment express it. “ Return, ye back-
sliding children, and I will heal your
backslidings.” (Jer. il 22) “Is
Ephraim my dear son, is he a pleasant
child, for since I spake against him I
do earnestly remember him still, there-
fore my bowels are troubled for him.”
(Jer. xxxi. 20.) “And I will cause
him to draw near, and he shall approach
unto me- for who is this that engaged
his heart to approach unto me? saith
the Lord.” (Jer. xxx. 21.) *Blessed
is the man whom thou choosest, and
causest to approach unto thee, that he
may dwell in thy courts.” (Psa. lxv. 4.)
We also find several instances in the
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Old Scriptures o the measure in which
He could approach to man. " The Lord
appeared” we read continually. "The
God o glory appeared unto our father
Abram." To Moses He appeared in
the burning bush, and till more in the
Mount; as adso to the prophets; but
while al these cases evince desire on
the part of God to come near to man,
He had as yet no ground to come
near, S0 as to have man before Him
without fear. True, there are re-
assuring utterances to the prophets and
others, to be at ease in the presence o
God's glory ; in most cases it was like
Daniel, who though told to stand upon
his standing, only stood " tremblingly;"
while in the manner in which God
drew near to Abram, or placed Moses
in the presence of His glory, we are
taught His desire and purpose to have
us near Him in love.

But it is evident that there was as
yet noway in which God could draw
near, 0 as entirely to disarm man o
fear, because o the gracious loving way
He approached him. He could not



