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GENESIS. 

CHAPTER XII. 

THE call of Abram, which is only fully 
obeyed when his father was dead. 
(Acts vii. 4.) The promises of a 
great nation, and that all families of 
the earth should be blessed in him, are 
given to him. Lot accompanies him, 
they come into the land of Canaan; it 
is promised to Abram's seed. He builds 
an altar to the Lord, who appeared to 
him, and sojourns in the land of pro¬ 
mise as in a strange land. Pressed by 
famine, he goes down to Egypt, where 
he denies his wife, and is enriched. 
Pharaoh is plagued on her account, and 
sends him away. 

VOL. XX. B 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Abram returns to Bethel, to the 
place of his tenfc and altar at the first. 
Separation between Abram and Lot. 
Abram gives Lot his choice of the 
land, who chooses the well-watered 
plain of Jordan, pitching his tent 
toward wicked Sodom. After the 
separation, Abram is given to realise 
the extent of the promised land, which 
is confirmed to him and to his seed for 
ever. He dwells at Hebron, a pilgrim 
and a worshipper. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Lot now dwelling in Sodom, falls 
with Sodom, into the hands of the 
confederate kings under Chedorlaomer. 
Abram, with his trained band of 
servants, is victorious over them, and 
rescues Lot and his possessions. Mel-
chisedec, king and priest, met him 
returning from the slaughter of the 
kings, and blessed him, in the name of 
the most high God, possessor of heaven 
and earth; to whom also Abram gave 
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tithes of all. Abram refuses to be 
enriched by the king of Sodom. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Thereupon, the word of the Lord in 
a vision, reveals Him as Abram's shield 
and portion. The promise of a personal 
heir, and seed as the stars for multi¬ 
tude, is made to him as good as dead. 
Abram believed God, and is justified. 
The covenant of the land to his seed, 
and its boundaries from the river of 
Egypt to the Euphrates; present ful¬ 
filment connected with the suffering of 
his seed in a strange land, and the 
judgment of those that afflicted them, 
as well as of the Amorites, that 
held the land of promise, when their 
iniquity should be full. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

The flesh's attempt to obtain the 
promised seed, by Sarai's hand-maid, 
Hagar. She flees from her mistress. 
The angel enjoins her submission, 
and announces her numerous seed in 
Ishmael, and his place, She calls on 
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the Lord as "the God who reveals 
Himself." (Heb.) Ishmael is born to 
Abram "after the flesh." (Gal. iv. 29.) 

CHAPTER XVII. 

God reveals Himself to Abram as 
the Almighty God, before whom he 
was to walk, and gives him his new 
name of Abraham, as " father of many 
nations." He establishes His covenant 
with him and his seed, to give him the 
place of his strangership as an ever¬ 
lasting possession. Circumcision is 
instituted as a token of the covenant. 
Sarah too, gets her name as such, and 
is blessed; the promised seed is to be 
of her, and is personally pointed out 
by name : Ishmael, blessed, and to be 
multiplied, and become a great nation, 
but the covenant to be established with 
Isaac. Abraham is circumcised, and 
his house. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

The Lord appears to Abraham in 
company with two angels, and an¬ 
nounces the seed of promise as near 
to come. The angels go on towards 
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Sodom. The Lord treats Abraham as 
His friend, and announces the judgment 
of Sodorn and Gomorrah. Abraham, 
enjoying such intimacy, intercedes for 
the doomed cities, The patience and 
righteousness of the Judge of all the 
earth, 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Lot sits in the gate of Sodom. The 
visit of the angels. The iniquity of the 
inhabitants. The warning to Lot of 
its destruction, and his deliverance. 
The overthrow of the cities of the plain. 
Lot's wife lingers in heart in the judged 
place, and becomes a pillar of salt. The 
depravity of Lot's daughters, and origin 
of Moab and Ammon. 

CHAPTER XX. 

Abraham amongst the Philistines, in 
fear of whom he denies his wife. God 
preserves her ; warning Abimelech of 
judgment unless he restores her. 
Abimelech reproves Sarah. Abraham, 
as a prophet, intercedes for him, and 
the hand of God in government is 
removed from his house. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

The heir of promise is born and 
circumcised. His weaning is celebrated 
by a feast. The bondwoman and her 
son, who cannot be heir with the son 
of the free, are cast out. Abraham 
reproves Abimelech, who owns the 
presence of God with Abraham, and 
his title, as he takes possession at the 
well of Beer-sheba, and plants a grove, 
calling on the name of the Lord as the 
everlasting God. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

Abraham, when he is tried by the 
command to offer up Isaac, withholds 
not his only son from the Lord, and 
receives him in figure from the dead. 
The promise is confirmed to the seed 
(Gal. iii, 16) by an oath. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 
The death of Sarah. Abraham buys 

a burying-place of the Hittite, and 
buries his dead at Hebron. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Abraham sends the steward of his 
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house to seek a wife for the risen_heir, 
from the land where he was not to 
return. The dependent path of the 
servant; by the sign he had asked for, 
the Lord leads him to the house of 
Laban. The call and decision of the 
elect bride ; adorned with the gifts of 
the bridegroom, she is conducted across 
the desert: the meeting with Isaac. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

Abraham's other children, by 
Keturah, and death. Ishmael's sons 
and their greatness. The purpose of 
God as to election, made known in 
Jacob, the younger of Rebecca's twins, 
when not yet born. Esau despises his 
birthright, selling it for a morsel of 
meat. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

The Lord appears to Isaac, on the 
occasion of a second famine, and forbids 
him going to Egypt. He was to sojourn 
in the land of promise, and enjoy tho 
presence and blessing of tho Lord. 
The promises as to his seed (Israel), 
the blessing of the nations, and the 
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land, are renewed to him. The Philis¬ 
tines had part of the land ; he dwells 
with them, and denies his wife. He 
becomes great, the Lord blessing him. 
The Philistines had stopped the wells 
of his father: there is " contention" 
and " hatred." He retreats and finds 
" room ;" and at last went up to Beer-
sheba, where the Lord appeared to 
him, and blessed him; and he had 
his tent and his altar. Esau inter¬ 
marries with the Hittitcs, to Isaac and 
Eebecoa's grief. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

Jacob, by subtle means, seeks and 
obtains from Isaac the purposed bless¬ 
ing of the firstborn, that Esau in 
profanity had despised. Esau finds no 
place of repentance, and hates Jacob. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Jacob becomes a fugitive and a 
wanderer from the land of promise. 
The Lord God of his fathers reveals 
Himself to him, in the dream of the 
ladder between heaven and earth, and 
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assures to him and his seed the 
promises, adding that of His presence 
with him arid keeping till all were 
fulfilled. Jacob vows conditionally, 
that the Lord should be his God, the 
place of his pillow (Bethel) God's 
house, and the Lord's the tithe of all 
he should possess. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

Jacob's reception by Laban. He 
loves Rachel, and serves seven years 
for her, but gets Leah, and servos 
yet other seven years for Rachel. 
Reuben, Simeon, and Levi were born 
to the hated Loah. 

CHAPTER XXX. 

Rachel's maid bears to Jacob, Dan 
and Naphtali; Leah's maid, Gad and 
Asher. Leah bears Issachar and Zebu-
lun, and a daughter Dinah. God 
remembered Rachel, and gave her 
Joseph. Jacob's bargain with Laban 
for further service, and plans to have 
the best of it. 

+.-...-, I-n...... 
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LIFE AS PRESENTED IN 

SCRIPTURE. 

I HAVE doubted sometimes if it be 
sufficiently seen that, when life is 
spoken of in scripture, it is presented 
to us as a moral state into which one 
is brought through faith (the just shall 
live by faith), to which the nature 
begotten in the believer of the Spirit 
by the word necessarily answers. 
This moral state is formed by, and de¬ 
pendent on the way in which God is 
pleased to reveal Himself. The con¬ 
trasts in which life is presented to us 
in the word may serve to the elucida¬ 
tion of this. I think the mistake 
has been made of viewing life too much 
according to natural ideas, as a sort of 
deposit in the believer—though indeed 
there bo a seed of God in him—but 
in viewing it in this way the moral 
character and import of life appears to 
me in measure lost. 

Two or three passages will shew the 
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contrasts to which I have referred. In 
Psalm cxxxiii. 3 life for evermore is 
the explanation of " the blessing," and 
it is identified with Zion, and there¬ 
fore with all the moral force of Zion. 
" There he commanded the blessing, 
even life for evermore." In Daniel xii. 
2 eternal life is contrasted with shame 
and everlasting contempt; in Matthew 
xxv. 46 with everlasting punishment; 
in John v. 24 with a state of death, 
and so too in Romans vi. 23. These 
passages arc of moment, not exactly as 
describing what life is, but as showing 
it to us in contrast either with death 
as a moral state in the present, or with 
shame, contempt, and punishment in 
the future. 

I may hero notice the moral sequence 
which we find in llomans vi. 22. It 
begins with liberation from sin and 
bondage to God, it goes on to fruit 
unto holiness, and the climax is eternal 
life ; there is evidently a moral progres¬ 
sion here, though it doubtless ends in 
glory. And this brings me to another 
point, namely, the kind of persons who 
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arc spoken of as passing into life, of 
whose course down here life may be 
regarded as the consummation. In 
Matthew xxv. 46 it is the righteous. 
In Eomans ii. 7 it is those who, by 
patient continuance in good works, seek 
for glory, honour, incorruptibility. 

Now I think it will be evident that 
life thus regarded could not be viewed 
as existing, so far at least as man's 
participation in it is concerned, until 
the necessary conditions should be 
there according to God. I do not of 
course intend to give always to life, as 
presented in the word, precisely the 
same force. This must be ascertained 
from the particular context in which it 
stands. Hence, in the Old Testament, 
it doubtless refers to a state of 
blessing to be enjoyed on the earth 
under Christ, when the law is written 
in the heart; while in the New it is in 
the Son of God, Christ Jesus, carrying 
with it relationship and inheritance in 
Him, and is the fulfilment of God's 
eternal purpose. 

Now for the display of life it is plain 
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from scripture that two conditions were 
necessary; the first was the manifes¬ 
tation of life, of and according to God, 
in a man, the sphere of it being 
properly in glory, and this in One 
who is a quickening Spirit, the second 
Man, out of heaven ; the other was 
the removal of sin from before God, 
and that in such a way as that 
the glory of God might come in 
where the full power of sin had been ; 
and with this was the condemnation 
of the state of the first man. Now in 
the incarnation of the Son of God, the 
first condition was, in measure, fulfilled, 
and the second pledged. He was the 
living bread come down from heaven, 
and the bread that He would give was 
His flesh, which He would give for the 
life of the world. 

I will endeavour to trace a little 
the way in which eternal life is de¬ 
veloped in the writings of the apostle 
John. In John xvii. 3 its character 
and privilege are described by Jesus 
Himself as the knowing the Father as 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
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His sent One. This indicates at once 
its moral character, and renders it 
manifestly inseparable from the Son. 
Now what was necessary as from God 
was really present when the Father was 
manifested in the Son, become man; 
but there yet remained to be accom¬ 
plished the setting aside of the flesh 
that man might be wrought for the 
blessing; and to this I suppose the 
Lord refers in speaking of the brazen 
serpent in John iii. Nevertheless in 
the manifestation of the Son there 
was something far in advance of all 
that had ever been before. Light had 
come in as to the portion which the 
grace of God had in reserve for man. 
In John iii. the Lord speaks of eternal 
life through the giving of God's Son as 
the witness and expression of God's 
love to the world, and it is into the 
enjoyment and joy of this love that 
the believer in the Son is brought. 
This is eternal life, and is far beyond 
any question of kingdom. In John iv. 
the worship of God as Father is spoken 
of, the result of the living water in the 
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believer; it springs up unto everlasting 
life. Thus we have God known in His 
love, and worshipped as Father in 
Spirit and in truth. In chapter v. it 
is the effect of hearing the voice of the 
Son of God, and there is the conse¬ 
quent passage from death unto life. 
Here, as I have before shewn, it is an 
entire change as regards the state of 
things in which a soul lives morally. 
In chapter vi. the Son of God incarnate 
is presented as the Bread of life—the 
bread of God—and the way of life for 
man was to oat of this bread; all the 
grace of God was seen in the form in 
which the life was presented to man. 
At the same time He would give His 
flesh for the life of the world, and His 
death of necessity became the test of 
faith. Except they ate His flesh and 
drank His blood they had no life in 
them, and the Lord warns them that 
His words must not be understood in a 
carnal sense, for they were spirit and 
life. The true secret underneath all 
was that the Father was drawing souls 
to the Son; and in an incarnate and 
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crucified Christ faith has a portion given 
and enjoyed in communion with the 
Father and the Son. And this is eter¬ 
nal life, which for us will find its com¬ 
pletion in resurrection at the last day. 

I think the passages cited shew that 
the idea of life, in the first revelation of 
it in scripture, is a moral order of things 
into which the believer enters through 
grace, where wholly new objects are 
presented to him, which he is capable 
of enjoying in virtue of a new nature 
implanted in him. And the same 
thing is evident in the First Epistle of 
John, where the believer is viewed as 
being in life, enjoying the knowledge 
of the Father and the Son—born of 
God that he may enjoy it—having con¬ 
fidence with God, knowing the love of 
God, into the enjoyment of which he is 
introduced, and delivered from fear 
because love is made perfect with us, "in 
that, as He is, so are we in this world." 
And, in chapter v., the apostle reverts 
to the fact of the eternal life being 
in the Son, and ends with the expression, 
" He°is the true God and eternal life ;" 
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that is, that eternal life means a new 
order of things, so far as man is con • 
cerned, true only in the Son, and in 
believers as abiding in Him. The 
boundaries of the land of Israel's 
inheritance might be limited, and there 
might be a limit to the subsistence 
which the land could afford ; to Christ 
there can be no limit; the extent and 
area for blessing, so to speak, and the 
power to maintain those blessed are 
illimitable. In the writings of Paul, 
life is viewed rather as a display in the 
future, in which God's eternal purpose 
for man's glory will find its accomplish¬ 
ment. It was promised in Christ before 
the world was; it is now brought to 
light by our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
has annulled death ; and grace reigns 
through righteousness unto eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Thus, 
though the apostle recognises the 
present power of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, and exhorts Timothy to 
grasp eternal life, yet he speaks in 
general of eternal life as the consumma¬ 
tion of the believer's course, but which 
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is at the same time the fruit of God's 
eternal purpose. It is all the difference 
between a state of life in Christ in 
glory, and a state of life in blessing on 
the earth under Christ. The apostle 
Paul, speaking of life more in display, 
connects it with Christ in His present 
position in glory, rather than, as is 
the case with John, with the Son 
become man. 

There is another point, in connection 
with what I have said, of consider¬ 
able importance, and that is, that life, 
as to man's participation in it, is in 
scripture commonly linked with faith. 
The necessity and fact of new birth is 
constantly spoken of in the word, and 
in Peter the gospel is said to be the 
word by which it is produced; but it 
still remains true that faith is the way 
of life, and this is of the highest 
moment, because, though a soul may 
not in believing be very intelligent as 
to the import and moral bearing of 
faith, it really means the receiving of 
Christ, and the consequent renuncia¬ 
tion of self and the world. What is 
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done administratively in the putting 
off the old man and putting on the 
new, is really effectuated morally in 
faith in Christ crucified and risen. 
A soul is thus committed to Christ, in 
principle owning that, as to its own 
condition, it is lost; and having thus 
been drawn of the Father to the Son, 
the Spirit is received, the power and 
witness of the state of life and blessing 
in Christ, into which it is brought. 
My impression is that it is in this way 
life is presented in scripture ; not so 
much as a deposit in the believer, 
though indeed Christ lives in him in 
the power of the Spirit, but as a state 
of blessing, whether in Christ in glory, 
or under Christ on the earth, into 
which a believer, conscious of his own 
state of ruin by nature, is through 
grace brought, and for which he is 
wrought by the power of God. 

May the Lord give us to know the 
greatness of the blessing. 

F. E. R. 



"HE THAT SEEKETH, 

FINDETH." 

NATURALLY no man labours for a 
thing without expecting to reap the 
fruits of his labour; and divinely, " In 
all labour there is profit " for what we 
seek, we find. There is nothing to 
which the Spirit leads us to aspire, 
that we shall not reach. All this is 
plain enough. On the other hand, wo 
see many who suffer for a right position 
who do not expect anything from it, 
but they reap what they sowed; 
their hearts were really on something-
else ; their profession was but a cover, 
and hence they have been even deceived 
themselves until the reaping came. All 
our present gain depends on the 
measure of our faith. No sacrifice nor 
surrender acquires anything for me 
without faith. When I surrender or 
suffer, counting on God, which is faith, 
I am sure to reap in joy. But when I 
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suffer for even a right thing, because it 
is enjoined, in order that I may be 
able to enjoy my own things with an 
easy conscience, there is no gain from 
it; indeed, the gain is not sought. 

When a man surrenders for God, ho 
is ever like the children of the cap¬ 
tivity, fatter and fairer than those who 
did not suffer. There is no greater 
hindrance to the testimony in the 
present day than the saint who has 
suffered for the heavenly position, but 
yet evidently has never enjoyed the 
blessedness of that position. 

There has ever been a tendency in 
souls, according to thoir appreciation of 
truth, to follow in the steps of those 
who practically commend it. They sco 
that it is the right thing, but if they 
have not faith, while they suffer loss in 
following even at a distance, it will be 
found eventually that their hearts are 
not in the path; and they have gained 
nothing, and really do not expect any¬ 
thing from it, though approving of it. 

In the long run every one discloses 
the great object of his heart. It is re-
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markable how opportunity arises to 
retreat from an advanced position, and 
if this opportunity be accepted, the 
dominant desire and purpose of tho 
heart is gratified. It can be seen in 
every one's course. The accepting of 
the opportunity necessarily indicates 
tho leading desire of tho heart. Lot, 
when he separates from Abraham, be¬ 
trays at once where his heart is. " The 
green fields" suited him, he embraces 
the opportunity and drops out of the 
path of faith. He had no doubt suffered 
at first for the step he had taken in com¬ 
pany with Abraham ; but it is evident 
that he did not .consider this step 
paramount; that is, that nothing could 
exceed the ground ho now had entered 
on. Surely if ho had faith in God, and 
that God was leading him on, as Abram 
had, he must in his heart know that 
there was something to be reached 
better than "green fields." Tho man 
who could put up with "green fields " 
betrayed the secret of his heart. God 
looks upon the heart. A man who had 
sown wheat in his field would not be 
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satisfied with any lesser grain. Wo 
sow what we really desire to reap. I 
mean that the heart cannot bo truly 
satisfied with anything short of its 
real desire. This must be so when the 
desire is of the Spirit of God. 

We see a very remarkable contrast 
in the history of Abraham. He had 
come out to God, he counted on God ; 
he was rewarded openly. He not 
only rescued Lot, but a table was pre¬ 
pared for him in the presence of his 
enemies. Melchisedec met him and 
blessed him. The deep desire of his 
heart was gratified. How could " goods" 
or earthly gifts be enough for a heart 
that in faith counted on God, and ex¬ 
pected from Him. Surely Abraham 
was a man of like passions with us, but 
God looked upon the heart. Ho knew 
what he really sought in all his varia¬ 
tions ; and to it he comes, as wo all do. 

We can deceive our fellows, and we 
can deceive our own hearts, but God 
knows our hearts, and the thing that 
detains us, is the real object of the 
heart. Thus in Gideon's day 9,700 


