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A Poice to the Fuithiul,

HEADINGS OF CHAPTERS,
LEVITICUS.

CHAPTER XXIIL

THE feasts or holy convocations of
Jehovah,

The Sabbath. (See Heb. iv. 1-10.)

First month, fourteenth day, the
passover.

First month, and fifteenth day, a
_holy convocatlon—»—the feast of un-
leavened bread for seven days. . (See
1Cor. v. 7, 8.)

‘When come into the land, the first
sheaf of harvest to be brought to the
priest to wave before Jehovah on the
first day of the week, to be accepted for
the people (see 1 Cor. xv. 20), with
burnt-offering, meat and drink-offerings.

. Fifty days from the offering of the
VOL. XXI,
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sheaf of first fruits, on the first day of
the week, a new meat-offering of two
wave-loaves of fine flour baken with
leaven, first fruits unto Jehovah (see
Acts i1. 1; James i 18), with seven
lambs, one bullock and two rams,
for a burnt-offering, meat and drink-
offerings, a kid for a sin-offering, and
two lambs for a peace-offering—the day
to be a holy convocation. The gleaning
of harvest to be left in the field.

Seventh month, first day—a sabbath,
the feast of trumpets.

Seventh month, tenth day, the day
of atonement, a sabbath, to afflict their
souls and do no manner of work.

Seventh month, fifteenth day, when
the harvest and vintage were over,
the feast of tabernacles for seven days ;
the first and eighth days were to be
sabbaths, the eighth a solemn assembly ;
the people were to dwell in booths, as a
memorial of the wilderness, and rejoice
before Jehovah seven days.

CHAPTER XXIV,
The oil for the lamps upon the
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candlestick, being ordered by Aaron,
that the light may burn continually
during the night without the veil
before Jehovah. The shew bread;
twelve cakes to be set upon the table
before Jehovah every sabbath, with pure
frankincense on each row ; the loaves
to be Aaron's and his sons’, and eaten
in the holy place as most holy ; the
frankincense a sweet savour-offering to
Jehovah. The mind of Jehovah sought
and declared as to a blasphemer ; he is
stoned to death by the congregation,

CHAPTER XXV.

When come into the land, every
seventh year, no cultivation or gather-
ing of its fruits, to be a sabbath of
rest unto the land : every fiftieth year
to be hallowed, as the year of jubilee,
for every man to return unto his
possessions ; the value of theland to be
estimated accordingly, so as not to be
alienated, for it is Jehovah’s, and the
owners but strangers and sojourners
with Him: every sale of land to be
subject to redemption, and to revert to
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the owner in the jubilee, the houses of
walled cities excepted-—save those of
the Levites, which are their possessions,
and if sold must revert to them. The
treatmuent of the poor. Their slaves
were not to be of their brethren who
were Jehovah’s servants, but of the
heathen round them or strangers
among them : if an Israelite sold him-
self to a stranger, it must be subject to
redemption and zelease in the jubilee
both of him and his children.

CHAPTER XXVI

Blessing on obedience ; consequences
of disobedience, and resource in con-
fession when these are come upon them,
Jehovah remembering His covenant
with the fathers.

CHAPTER XXVII,

In the case of anything devoted
by a vow, the persons to be for
Jehovah according to the estimation
of Moses; the rules given for this
estimation ; as also of a beast, house
or fleld valued by the priest, and for the
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redemption of these : if the field is not
redeemed it becomes the priest’s, as
holy to Jehovah, in the jubilee; no
devoted thing can be sold or redeemed,
as most holy to Jehovah.

BREACHES.

THE burden of the valley of vision.
(Isa. xxii. 1.) But why, we may ask,
is Jerusalem referred to as the valley
of vision? Evidently there is a con-
trast to chapter xxi., where Babylon is
designated as the desert of the sea.
In the mind of the prophetic Spirit,
she who said in her heart: “I am and
none else beside me, I shall not sit as a
widow, neither shall I know the loss of
children ” (chap. xlvii, 8), is viewed as
a wilderness in the midst of the sea of
nations, where once she was called
the “Lady of kingdoms.” In later
days, the mystic Babylon of the Apoca-
lypse is also seen by the prophet as in
the wilderness. All was desert there,
in the mind of the Spirit. But Jeru-
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salem—God’s centre for the earth,
whatever its condition may be, is the
subject of prophetic vision.. There the
interests of the Spirit of Christ are
concentrated. Prophetic watchmen are
set upon the walls—the Lord’s remem-
brancers—who are to give Him no
rest till He establish and till He make
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. And,
though Christ Himself had to say, “Oh
Jerusalem, how often would I have
gathered thy children together. .. .and
ye would not,” yet His Spirit in the
mouth of the captive remnant makes
known what the city of the great King
was to Him. «If I forget thee, O
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget
her cunning; if I do not remember
thee let my tongue cleave to the roof
of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem
to my chief joy.” (Ps. exxxvii. 5, 6.)
The time which the prophet is con-
sidering was a moment of joy and glad-
ness in the city of David, of slaying
oxen and killing sheep, eating flesh and
drinking wine. It was full of stirs, a
tumultuous city, a joyous city. It was,
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too, as utterly unconscious that the
Spirit of Christ in the prophet was
uttering the words: “I will weep
bitterly, labour not to comfort me,” as
Jerusalem in later times knew not Him
who wept over her. What a spot in
this earth of marvellous interest to
Him ! The city of our God, the moun-
tain of His holiness, it surely is in the
mind of the Spirit ; yet its actual con-
dition was ruinous: “Ye have seen
also the breaches of the city of David
that they are many.” Foe after foe
had eome against it, and breach after
breach had been made in it ; moreover,
the prophet foresees a day of trouble
and perplexity and breaking down the
walls in the valley of vision. Hence
the call of the Lord was to weeping
and mourning and girding with sack-
cloth ; but a time of outward prosperity
under Hezekiah made them self-con-
fident, and discovered their indifference
to the fact, that Zion did not answer to
the Lord’s mind. It was neither the
mountain of His holiness, save for
faith, nor the joy of the whole earth.
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They were patching up the breaches
after their own fashion, but “ye have
not looked to the maker thereof, neither
had respect unto him that fashioned it

lon,

\%’hat breach could have been made
in the city of the Lord of hosts, if God
had been known in her palaces for a
refuge? When that is so, the as-
sembled kings will be troubled and
haste away. The breaches were the
result of departure from the Lord—
His chastisement for unrighteousness
and evil. To bow under chastisement
is the true place of the disciplined soul.
To set ourselves to repair breaches
which He has made, is not to have
respect to Him that fashioned it long
ago. If we look to the Maker thereof,
we know He has said: “7I will close
up the breaches thereof, and I will
raise up his ruins, and I will build it
as in the days of old” (Amos ix. 11),
for never can it cease to be the valley
of vision, whether the subject be chas-
tening or future glory. Then in the
day of glory God will be in the midst
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of her, she shall not be moved, God
shall help her when the morning
appeareth.

Has this no voice for us? Are we
conscious of no breaches in that which
now is 5o dear to Christ—the assembly
of the living God? It will, as the
holy city Jerusalem, descend out of
heaven from God, having the glory
of God. It is now the habitation of
God by the Spirit—builded together,
as Jerusalem of old was “builded as a
city that is compact together,” God’s
centre, whither the tribes of Jehovah
go up. The walk worthy of such a
vocation is to be in all lowliness and
meekness, really in the grace of Christ,
and so endeavouring to keep the unity
 of the Spirit in the uniting bond of
peace. But if grace has waned, and
breaches have been made either by foes
without or evil within, what, then, is
the call of God ? On the one hand, to
look to the Maker thereof, and have
respect to Him who fashioned it long
ago; on the other, to have the suited
exercise of heart because that which is

B2
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the object of the interests of Christ is
the subject of His judgment. Surely
Kevelation ii, and iil. shew us the
candlesticks as the subject of prophetic
vision. It suits the flesh in us far more
to repair a breach and so to present a
respectable appearance, than to bow in
confession and own the hand of the
Lord dealing in faithfulness with that
which He loves. (Rev. iii. 19.)

The rebukes of the Lord by Malachi
caused those who feared Him to speak
often one to another. The mass were
replying to these rebukes by challeng-
ing the Lord: “Wherein hast thou
loved us " ¢ Wherein have we despised
thy name ¥’ said they in answer to the
burden of the word of the Lord. Yet
when the Lord rebukes and chastens,
how His heart goes out to those who
bow to Him in 1t. Witness his reply
to Ephraim when He heard him be-
moaning himself, and saying, *“ Thou art
the Lord my God ”:—*“ A son precious
to me is Ephraim, is he not a child of
delights ¥’ (Jer. xxxi. 20.) Surely the
exercised heart covets the position of
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the Psalmist: “I am a companion of
all them that fear thee, and of them
that keep thy precepts.” (Ps. cxix. 63.)
There is the sense, too, that we shall not
be alone. ‘“Let those that fear thee
turn unto me, and those that have
known thy testimonies.” (Ver. 79.) So
spake the Spirit of Christ in one of
old. When the same Spirit begins to
act in the saints to produce this holy
fear instead of indifference, we may
count indeed upon others being affected,
so that the Lord may hearken and
hear as they speak often one to another.
The first movement of the Spirit as to
the sin of unholy alliance with strangers
of the returned captivity, began with
Ezra alone. “When I heard this
thing I rent my garment . ... and sat
down astonied.” (Ezra ix. 3.) But the
sense of the evil on higsoul affects others
immediately. “Then were assembled
unto me every one that trembled at the
words of the God of Israel.” The
Spirit of God was moving by him, and
he makes confession of the sin of the
people, but expresses his own personal
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sense of the evil which weighed upon
his heart. “O my God, I am ashamed
and blush to lift up my face to thee.”
The effect of his confession was that
there assembled unto him out of Israel,
o very great congregation who wept very
sore. (Chap. x. 1.)

Oh for a deeper sense in our souls
at this day that every breach, every
faithful dealing of the Lord (who loves
the assembly) in chastening, is a call
from Himself to “look to the Maker
thereof, and have respect unto Him
that fashioned it long ago.”

May the Spirit of God, who alone
can move in the hearts of saints to
produce the true answer to such a call,
lead us to remember that ¢ the Lord is
nigh unto them that are of a broken
heart, and saveth such as be of a con-
trite spirit.” May He deliver us from
aught that savours of being “ haughty
because of my holy mountain,” and
keep us in the place of “a poor and
afflicted people who trust in the name
of the Lord.”

T.H R



LIGHT AND THE SOURCE
OF LIGHT.

It is very interesting to bear in mind
that our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,
is the light. It is not only that He
gives light, but He is the Source of it.
Christ is our light, The sun gives us
light, but it is not our light. The light
of the sun I enjoy while it shines; I
lose it the moment that it is removed
or obscured. The light from Christ I
never lose. I am a child of the light.
We are light in the Lord. We have
the light In us, becanse the Source of
it is in us. The Christian is in the
light, and never out of it. Alas, we
may not walk as children of light, but
then we are asleep ! Hence it is said,
“ Awake thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall shine
upon thee.” As a Christian the light
is my element—we are sons of the .
light, and sons of the day. When I am
entirely out of the darkness I shall be
in the day ; but I have the light of the
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day in me now. It is a light above
the brightness of the sun.

The natural light and the spiritual
light do not cominingle. The spiritual
light may be very small in me, but it
is a part of the fullest light; it is
Christ, and it came to me at conversion.
However small our reception of it
ay appear, “the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ,” who is the
image of God, comes to us from its
highest and greatest brilliancy. This
is a very great point. The full and per-
fect brilliancy does not reach us, though
the light of it does. The light comes
from its height, and leads up to i¢. The
nearer I come to the glory of Christ,
the more assured I am that T am of
Him. Tt is “the path of the just that
shineth more and more unto the perfect
day.” It began with me at the greafest
distance in order to convey me to the
greatest glory. It began from God’s
side of Christ’s work, or rather what
that work was to Him, and it travelled
down to me in my deepest darkness to
enlighten me, and not with relief or
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forgiveness merely, but with the glory
of my Saviour as He is to God. Then
it began with me, and though like as
the rays of the sun are diminished in
power because of the demse medium
which they have to pass through, so
the light which came from the greatest
brilliancy, is weak in me because of
the obstruction of the flesh, yet it is
the purest and the brightest light. It
does not improve in quality as I ap.
proach to Christ in glory, though I
enjoy it more. We have heard of one
who dreamed that as he passed from
one room to another in the great
palace, his reception as he advanced
was still more cordial, and when he
reached the presence chamber he was
received with acclamation. So it is
with us, the nearer we approach, the
more we enjoy the welcome and the
lory.

In Old Testament times, God in His
mercy, as for Isaiah, effected relief ; He
worked it out for him then and there.
To us He sends the light down from
the finish which has both glorified Him
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and delighted Him, to the darkest
depths in which we were, telling us
that—all things are ready, come to the
supper, and that we are as welcome to
Him in the feeblest infaney, as when
we shall go no more out—though we
ourselves do not know how welcome
we are but as we draw near,

THE LABOURER'S HIRE.

MATTHEW xix. 27 xx. 16.

THE mercenary character of the human
heart is presented to us by the Holy
Spirit in this portion of the Gospel, in
several instances. The young man in
chapter xix. 16 ; the ambitious mother
of Zebedee's children (chap. xx. 20} ;
and Peter (chap. xix. 27); all have in
view a well-earned recompense for their
efforts, and none of them have a full
understanding of perfect grace.

Peter (chap. xix. 27) wishes to know
what reward the disciples are to receive
for their devotedness and self-renuncia-
tion. The opportunity seems to him
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favourable for reminding the Lord of
the sacrifice he had made (he had left
a boat and some old nets in Galilee)
and of asking what they might expect
by way of remuneration.

This gives occasion to our blessed
Lord to speak the parable of the
labourers in the vineyard, a parable
in which we find full and perfect grace
contrasted with the mercenary spirit
of our hearts, and the Lord’s disap-
proval of the latter. (Compare chap.
xix. 30 with chap. xx. 8 and 16 for the
connection.)

But, before the parable, the Saviour
speaks of a new order of things, the
Regeneration (chap. xix. 28), when the
Son of man shall sit on the throne
of His glory—a world of glory, a
new creation, where the Man who had
taken the lowest place in this world—
gerving even unto death in profound
humiliation (chap. xx. 28)—should be
the highest, most blessed Potentate !
What a field for study to the true
Christian, and what a rebuke to the
speculator is this wonderful “Review
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of the two worlds”! No man has, by
pure grace, made any little sacrifice for
Christ, but shall receive a hundred-
fold, and inherit everlasting life. May
we follow with true hearts the One
who left all for us.

The parable (chap. xx. 1-16) is full
of interest, and none the less because
we'live in the last moments of the day
of grace : the eleventh hour has struck,
and in more senses than one. The first
labourers (verse 2) make a bargain
with the householder, and agree as to
the price, a denarius for the day’s
work. Those of the third, sixth, ninth,
and eleventh hours, leave all to their
employer. (Vers. 3-7.) The paying-
time shews at once the grace of Him
who alone is good (compare carefully
chap. xix. 16, 17 with chap. xx. 15).
He begins with the lasf, rewards them
according to His own goodness, and at
the same time shews no injustice to
the first. Would one reason or specu-
late before the judgment-seat of Christ ¢
Never will reasoning be allowed there,
nor, I presume, will any one desire to
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reason ; but the parable is spoken to us
now that we may learn to appreciate
that wonderful grace that has called
us to serve in the vineyard and to
follow Him who, the blessed Master,
came down to us not to be served, but
to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many.

It is not, perhaps, going too far to
assert, that later on, Peter, when think-
ing of unfading glory, would not have
envied ‘“our dearly-beloved brother
Paul,” though the latter were called at
a later hour and for a higher service
than himself.

May the privilege of serving the
Lord, who is rightly called Good, and
the glory of the day of the Regenera-
tion, be ever more real to our souls!

E L B

HETERODOXY :
ITS ORIGIN AND AIM.

HETERODOXY is always the construction
of a truth by the natural mind. The
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truth is reduced to man’s mind, and
wilfully maintained. It is to be noted
that heterodoxy is the work of the
enemy to defeat and corrupt the truth.
An avowed friend of the truth is used
to be its greatest foe, Hence, as a
rule, the origin of heterodoxy is con-
nected with the effective presentation
of some truth. It is not the open
denial of it, but a side issue, which,
while avowedly supporting it, actually
undermines it.

The serpent in deceiving Fve, did
not deny the word of God, but tampered
with it, and compromised it to suit
Eve’s taste. Eve accepted an in-
terpretation of the word of God which
suited her natural mind. She sinned.
Sin thus entered. This is the origin of
all heterodoxy. It is always to divert
souls from the divine scope of the
word of God. In this way Lot was
heterodox. He did not declare that
coming into the land was a mistake,
but in choosing the green fields of
Sodom he was diverted from the
calling of God. No one would have
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credited him if he had asserted that
they must return to Mesopotamia, but
when he put a construction on the
calling of God suited to his own taste,
he deceived himself, and in wilfully
maintaining it, he was heterodox.

Aaron’s sons were heterodox. They
did not deny the truth, that fire from
God had come down to consume the
sacrifices, but at the dictation of their
own mind they offered strange fire,
intimating that theirs was as good as
God’s, and thus reducing God’s to their
own. This is just what the heterodox
always do. Literally, it is the practical
agsertion, that the natural mind is quite
equal to the mind of the Spirit.

The gainsaying of Korah was hetero-
doxy. He did not deny that there was
a priesthood, but he maintained that
according to all natural rights, he, and
the sons of Reuben, were as well
entitled to it as Aaron and his house.
Heterodoxy always assumes, that it is
within the compass of man’s mind to
explain and apply the word of God.
Jeroboam was heterodox when he set
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up the caves at Bethel and Dan. In
the mind of the there is not
a true sense of the greatness of
and that there cannot be any deviation
from. His that He has set His
above al His name. It was
heterodoxy in the returned captives
when they went on saying
the time was not come that the Lord's
house should be built while the house
o God lay waste.

Now in the New Testament it was
the most religious people, men o the
greatest repute, who were heterodox.
The Jewish religion suited the natural
man, and hence the chief priests and
Pharisees would not bow to the light
o God in the Person o our Lord
Jesus Christ. | believe that when
Paul writes to Titus respecting a
heretic, he refers to Judaising teachers
wilfully maintaining what suitsor meets
man's mind. In every heterodoxy
there is place given to the natural
mind. If we look through al that
have arisen in Christian times, we
shdl find, that there is no heterodox



