Help and Food 1 (1883)

HELP AND FOOD

FOR

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH.

Vol. L. )

NEW YORK:
Lo1ZEAUX BROTHERS, 63 FOURTH AVENUE.
| 1883. ‘

Help and Food 1 (1883)



Help and Food 1 (1883)

ERRATUM.

On page 292, next to verse 5, insert the following:—

HE.
6. The enemy, [his] desolations are completed
for evermore: yea, thou hast destroyed cities;
their remembrance is perished with them.
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THE MEDIATOR.

(I, xxviii. 15-30.)

I HAVE read these verses, beloved friends, not

with the thought of trying to bring out, in any
wise, even in outline, all that might present itsell
to me here, but rather taking them as the key to
some thoughts with regard to our blessed Lord
Himself, in that character which is His exclusively,
—the character of Mediator. He is the “one Medi-
ator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus.”
And this word, Mediator, means, one who is in the
midst—between two. Thus Christ is, on the one
hand, with God, for God, and God; and with man,
for man, and man. The fact of what He is in His
own person is, I would say, the basis-fact for all
the rest.

How wonderful, beloved friends, that there is
now in the presence of God for us a Man,—yea,
and upon the Father’s throne! though there, of
course, because He is, in the highest and most ex-
clusive sense, Son of the Father. He is thus the
only begotten Son in virtue of His deity as He is
the firsz-begotten Son in virtue of His humanity—
head of a race. In the tabernacle of His manhood
was thus displayed, and without a vail, the glory
of Godhead. “The Word was made flesh, and
dwelt [“tabernacled,” the word is,] among us, (and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the on/y be-
gotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
Thus, what answered to the glory dwelling in the
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tabernacle of old was the glory of the Eternal Son.
But the glory in Israel’s tabernacle they could not
behold. The glory of Christ we 4o behold (that
of which the other was but a type). And why?
Because 1t 1s full of grace and truth. “No man
hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath dc-
clared Him”—*“told Him out.”

Now, in this expression—*“{ull of grace and
truth "—we have, in brief, the two main thoughts
of the breastplate. “Truth” is the effect of the
light, and God is light. Light is what manifests,—
brings out the truth, 7s the truth. Christ, the light
of the world, is the truth come into it: every thing
gets its true character from Him. ¢ Grace,” while
it 1s what is in God, 1s foward man. Look, now, at
the breastplate. It was, as you know, what was
on the heart of the high-priest when he went in to
God. In the breastplate were the Urim and
Thummim—*“lights and perfections,” as the words
mean; and the Urim and Thummim must be upon
the priest in order that he might give an answer
from God.

Thus, in the day of the return {from the captivity,
when the remnant who returned found certain
priests who could not show their genealogy, they
were put from the priesthood, not because their
claim could be disproved, but because it could not
be proved. There was no one to decide the ques-
tion whether they were really priests,—no recog-
nized way of getting an answer from God; and
they were told that they must wait until there
should stand up a priest with Urim and Thum-
mim. God might raise up a prophet and send a
message through him, as He did at that very time
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by Haggai and Zechariah, but there was no rcgular
way of access to God, to get answer such as the
case required.
Now, these Urim and Thummim are the things

[ want to speak of particularly. “Lights and per-
fections” the term means, as I have said. And
these things are one: the “lights” ar¢ the “perfec-
tions,”—they are two ways of speaking of the
same thing. |

«  “God is light;” He is “the Father of iights”
That is to say, all partial displays of glory, of
whatever character, come from Him as Source.
Light is 2 wonderful thing—a thing in which na-
ture itself (now that we have the Word) speaks to
us very plainly, and very beautifully too. Accord-
ing to the views of modern investigators, light is
(as God is) a trinity—a trinity in unity. These
primary rays, so called, make up the one ray of
white, or colorless, light. There 1s, at the outset,
a very evident basis for the Scripture comparison.

But then there is something more, and more

striking, I think; and-it is this: that the color by
which every thing in nature is clothed comes from
the light itself—from the different combinations of
these three primary colors; or, to express it better,
from the partial display by the object of the light
itself. Tc make plain what I mean: A blue object
is one in which the red and the yellow rays of the
white light are absorbed, and only the blue, there-
fore, are left to come out. The blue of the object
is thus derived from the light itself. So with a
green object—the red alone is absorbed, and the
blue and yellow combined makes the color green.
Again, if the blue pe absorbed, it is an orange; if
the yellow, a purple; and so on for all the rest.
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Now, what a beautiful thought that is! and how
true, that every thing here—every work of God’s
hands is the display, more or less, of some attribute
or attributes in Himself. These colors are the di-
verse glory of the one light, displayed in a various
beauty, which we have not eyes for in the one
white ray. Yet, though invisible, these colors are
all there, and by being separated {from one another
are brought to our notice, so that the distinct
beauty of each is seen.

Now, that is how God delights to come out and
spread Himself before the vision of His creatures.
As “light” in Himself, we could at least but little
know Him; but as the “ Father of lights,” as He
displays these before us, we learn Him so.

Take the gospels as an example, in which the
one Son, whom in His fullness ““no man knows, but
the Father only,” is given to us in four separate
ways, that, as Son of David, as Minister (not min-
istered unto), as Son of Man, as Son of God, we
might be able to discern Him better. So, in fact,
the separate books of Scripture divide the truth
for us into distinctly characterized parts, too little
realized, indeed, for what they are, or accepted in
the gracious design of God in shaping them,

So, again, in the Church,—collectively, the “epis-
tle [not epistles] of Christ.” No man could be an
“epistle” by himself,—the parchment is not broad
enough to write it; yet each one, reflecting in his
measure some part of the divine image, and getting
thus accordingly his character (or color), may help
to manifest Him to the eyes of men. Thus, you
may find in one man, as in Job, remarkable pa-
tience; in another, as remarkaple energy; seldom,
perhaps, one who can display in equal measure the
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paticnce and the encrgy. Men are thus character-
ized by some overbalance—some one or more
things prominently developed, and which often
means, a defect of some other quality; and yet to
our dull eyes the predominant one is thus strik-
ingly brought out,

And so, beloved friends, does God display, in
His various dealings with us, His various attri-
butes; in one thing His holiness shining out pre-
eminently, in another Iis truth, in another His
love, and so on. Thus He adapts His greatness
to our littleness, speaking to us in language that
we are able to bear, that we may apprchend Him
more as He desires we should.

A few words more as to the light. Not that I
want to dwell upon this too much; and yet [ think
it 1s not in vain, especially 1in the present day, to
speak of what nature presents to us, where Scrip-
ture gives the real and only key. We find, if we
turn to the first chapter of Genesis, that light was
before the sun. It puzzles the wise men to explain
it; nevertheless, for the natural to figure the spir-
itual, it must have been so. For what is the sun?
Is it not a dark earth-mass which God has clothed
with the glory of the light, His image? Now,
that is what God has done in Christ; He has
clothed humanity, in the person of the Lord Jesus
Christ, with the glory of deity; and that is the Sun
in Scripture-type. That “Sun of Righteousness”
yet to rise upon the world with healing in His
wings 1s Christ— Immanuel: manhood clothed
with the glory of the Godhead—dark no more.

Thus the “lights” in the breastplate are the
“perfections,” the *various perfections, of God
Himself. These many-colored jewels are the
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manifold display of the divine cxcellency. And
mark, these jewels are crystallized lights—uzn-
changeable perfections. It 1s not a display, passing
however great. In the rainbow, the token of
God’s covenant with the new earth brought
through the judgment, you have what is essen-
tially similar in character, but it is the display of
God in one act. The whole diversified display of
divine glory, 1 believe,—the whole spectrum of
color—banding the storm of divine judgment in
the cross. “Now 1s the Son of Man glorified, and
God 1s glorified in Him.” But however God
might thus be at one time displayed, it is for all
time that He is displayed; for He 1s always the
same, and that is what is marked here. The jew-
els never lose and never change their light; and
so 1s God always the “ Father of lights,” always
“without variableness or shadow of turning.”

Mark, now, where these stones are found. They
are upon the breastplate. And where is the breast-
plate? Upon the heart of the high-priest. The
stones press upon the heart of Israel’s high-priest.
Surely we know now what that means,—that the
one who goes to God for man (and that is what the
priest does) must be one who has upon his heart
before he goes, and as going, all that God Himself
is. Only Christ could be, or was, that; but all
that God is, in every varied attribute of His—
every color, so to speak, of the light—is there
upon His heart abidingly; so dear, that He can
never forget it, never lose sight of what is due to
God in any one solitary particular.

But even that, taken by itself, would not qualify
Him for a mediator. There must be something
clse, and there is. The mediator-priest springs
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from the tribe of Levi—*joined,”—third son of
Israel; forin resurrection (of which these “thirds”
manifestly speak) alone can He “join” or bring
others to God. In Himself personally He 1s in-
deed, we know, a Levi—“joined "—only begotten
and first-begotten—Man to God; but in resur-
rection 1s He priest-Levite to join as Mediator
others. This He is perfectly in heart as office; for
upon these jewels, “graven upon them with the
engraving of a signet” (“Set me as a seal upon
thine heart,” says the spouse in the Song of Songs),
are the names of God’s people,—here, of course,
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel; for us, the
type of all the people of God. These twelve names
are engraven upon the jewels, so that you would
have to break the jewels to picces to get them ofl.
There they abide, unchangeably as the jewels
themselves. In the light of the jewels you read
the names. They are identified with the display of
the lights and perfections of God Himself; so that
here 1s One upon whose heart the people of God
dwell, unfailingly and unchangeably cofinected
with the display of the glory of God. Standing as
He does on the one hand for God, on the other for
man, it is not as if these were two separate or sep-
arable things with Him, much less things that
might be 1n opposition to one another; they are
things seen together, as the names written upon
the Urim and Thummim ]ewelsﬂtyplcally, the
divine perfectlons

Beloved, that is what the Lord Jesus Christ is;
that is how He abides before God now, the blessed
One who can never forget what is due to God,
never the need of His people, never the righteous-
ness which must be displayed in the blessing itself.
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