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ERRATA,

Page 134, 16th and 18th lines from foot, instead
of “plus,” read “ times.”

Page 275, 7th line from foot, instead of “oppo-
site,”" read “opposition.”

Page 297, 13th, 14th, and 17th lines from foot,
~mstead of “week,” read “work.”
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GENESIS IN THE LIGHT OF THE NEW THESTAMENT.

Abrakam.

CIircuMcIsION known, we find in the next chapter
God in communion with Abraham’(now indeed
Abraham) after a manner never before enjoyed.
The Lord not only comes or appears to him, but
openly associates Himself with him as with one of
whom He is not ashamed. No one can doubt,
that looks at it, the suggestive contrast with the
. next chapter, in which Lot for the last tune comes
before us, the very type of one “saved so as through
the fire.” This has been seen by others, but the
more we look at it, the more striking and instruct-
ive will it be found. I shall dwell at more length
than | have usually permitted myself upon lessons
of such intense and practical interest as are those
which God in His mercy has here given us.

- It should be evident that the foundation of all
this contrast expresses itself in the different posi-
tion of these two men—the one, in the door of his
tent at Mamre; the other, in the gate of Sodom.
In the one, we see still the persistent pilgrim; in
the other, one who has been untrue to his pilgrim-
ship, and is settled down amid the pollutions of a
sinful world, Striking it is, and most important to
remember, that he is a “righteous man,” expressly
declared so by the word of inspiration: “That
righteous man, in seeing and hearing, vexed his
righteous soul from day to day with their ungodly
deeds.” He is thus an example of how “the Lord
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta-
tions.” (z Pet. ii. 7,0.) This is a complete contrast
with the way in which the book of Genesis repre-
sents him. I need scarcely say, there is no contra-
diction; and the contrast itself is a very beautiful

Help and Food 2 (1884)



Help and Food 2 (1884)

5 GENESIS IN THE LIGHT

instance of the style of Scripture. In the actual
narrative he is spoken of as one of whom God
is ashamed: “ And it came to pass, when God de-
stroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered
;Mr&ﬁ:zm, and sent Lot out of the midst of the
overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in the
midst of which Lot dwelt.” Lot has been under
the cover, and God must use the cover toward
him. He is the God of Abraham; how could He
call Himself the God of Lot? How solemn this
treatment of one of His own! Reader, how is it
with you this moment as before God? Is He con-
fessing, or denying you? This is not a question
which you can turn off by saying, I am a Christian.
It is on that very ground that it appeals to you.

In the history, then, we find God making Him-
self strange to Lot. This was what His govern-
mental ways required——the discipline that the need
of his soul called for at the time. The need past
and gone, as He looks dack upon that history now,
I1e can pick out of it the good He had marked all
through, and say how precious to Him, even in a
Lot, was the trouble of soul which the iniquity of
Sodom gave him.  Such is our God! such is His
holiness, and such His grace!

But then liow clear this makes it that it was not
because Lot had taken part in the wickedness of
Sodom that the Lord was thus displeased! It was
simply on account of his being t/ere, even as of
Abraham that tent-life of his is marked out for His
special approval: “By faith he sojourned in the
land of promise as in a strange country, dwelling
in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, heirs. with
.him of the same promise . . . . These all died
in faith, not having received the promises, but
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O¥F THE NEW TESTAMENT. 7

having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. . . . .
But now they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God ; for He hath prepared for them
a city.” (Heb. xi. g, 13, 16.)

Thus, then, we are right in saying that the tent
~at Mamre and the gate of Sodom are character-
istic and contrasted things. Faith, looking for a
city which hath foundations, is content to scratch
the earth with a tent-pole merely. This was Abra-
ham’s place, pattern as he is, and father of all them
that believe; and God comes to commune with him,
in the broad open day—*“in the heat of the day.”

The style of His coming is as noticeable as all
else: there 1s no distance, there is intimacy: it is
three szen who come; in fact, two angels, and One
before whom the angels vail their faces. But they
come as men, and keep this place—the more strik-
ingly, because in the next chapter we find those
who had left Abraham still as two men appear in
Sodom explicitly as angels. Clearly, this differ-
ence has meaning in it. How sweet a [oreshadow-
ing of what in due time was to take place—the
t'lbernacling in flesh of Him in whom faith real-
izes the glory of Immanuel ‘now no more to faith
a Visitant merely. -

And Abraham’s practiced heart knew under all
disguises Him who stood there. We learn this
plainly from the first words with which he wel-
comes One whom yet in this garb he has never
seen before. * Lord,” he says, distinguishing Him
by a title only given to God, “if now I have found
favor in Thy sight, pass not away, I pray Thee,

Help and Food 2 (1884)



Help and Food 2 (1884)

8 “GENESIS IN THE LIGHT .

from Thy servant; let a little water, I pray you,
be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest your-
selves under the tree: and I will fetch a morsel ol
bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye
shall pass on: for therefore are ye come unto your
servant.” _

The faith that recognizes, entertains in the same
simplicity Him whom it recognizes. There IS
none of the unbelieving cry so often heard, “ We
have scen God, and we shall die.” In beautilul
confidence of faith, he meets Him who has come
to him as man, and as man gives Him human wel-
come. If He stoop to come so, he will not say,
“ That be far from Thee, Lord,” but receive Him
as He comes, putting undoubtedly before Him
whatever he has, and being met with unhesitating
acceptance. “Xe stood by them under the tree,
and they did eat.” |

And do you, beloved reader, in the like unsus-
picious way receive the grace which has now
come to us in a Christ made fully known? or do
you, alas! draw back from His approach, as if He
knew not the full reality of the place which He
has taken with us, or else the full reality of what
we are, among whom He has come? I cannot find
that Abraham even put his dress in order to ap-
pear before the L.ord Almighty. His best and his
worst were not so far apart as to make him think
of it. There was no preparation of himself to
appear before Him who knew him through and
through. Just as he was, whatever he was, the
love that met him was worthy of reception, then
and there: all the sweeter and more wonderful
the more he was unworthy.

But in fact, if we translate these figures, Abra-
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. OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. g
ham has that which may well, wherever He finds
it, bring the Lord in to have communion with us.
These “three measures of fine meal,” and this
“calf, tender and good:” do you not recognize
them? Surely wherever such food is found there
~will still be found the Lord in company. It is
Christ of whom these things speak, and occupa-
tion with Christ is still the essential and only pre-
requisite for communion. It is when the apostle
has introduced to us, in just such nearness as was
Abraham’s here, that eternal life which was with
the Father, and heard, seen, looked upon, and
handled with the hands among us here, that he
says, “ That which we have seen and heard declare
we unto you, that ye may have {ellowship with
us,” and then he adds, “and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

If, then, our souls lack fellowship,—if we are out
. of communion,—ought we not to ask ourselves if
the great primary lack be not of occupation with
Christ? Other things, no doubt, will enter in
where this is absent, and we shall not be able to
return to feed on Him until these things be judged
and removed. But hereis the first point of depart-
ure, as with Israel the turning from the manna.

Abraham’s tent is provided, then, with that with
which he entertains a heavenly guest. First, the
three measures of meal tell of Christ personally.
" The “meal” is not merely this: it is the ¢fine
flour” of the meat-offering afterward, which we all
know represents Him. It is Christ as man, the
Bread of life, the food of His people. But what
then are the “three measures”? What is the
measure of the Man Christ Jesus? Nothing less,
surely, than .this, that “in Him dwelleth all the
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10 GENESIS IN THE LIGHT

fullness of the Godhead bodily.” And is not this
what the number three, the number of the Trin1t3:
—that is, of divine fullness, speaks?* The “calf,’
on the other hand,—not necessarily what this 1m-
lies for us, but a young, fresh animal—mo less
clearly reminds us of Him who was the true and
perfect Workman for God. And here that mys-
tery, which we have before seen after the flood
began to be pressed upon man, that life given up
must sustain life, 1s ouce more told out. .
In Scripture thus the person and work of Christ
are kept ever together: it is not a work alone, but
a living Person who has accomplished the work.
Where we have Him before us really, communion
with God there cannot but be. How sweet that
thus, Lord’s day by Lord's day at least, the bread
and the wine are to be before us, to occupy our
very hands and eyes—so busy with the things of
time and sense as they are—with Him who claims
the whole man for Himself,—that is, for fullest
joy and blessing ; that afresh and afresh He in His
person and work may make communion with
God our power to go though a world which has
rejected Him, | : -
And now Abraham is to receive the final mes-
sage that the long-expected promise shall be ful-
filled. Intimately connected, surely, with the scene
before us (if we look through the figure to that of
‘which it speaks,) is the birth of Isaac now an-
nounced. It was a “son born” that was to make
Abraham’s heart glad,+ and we know of whom

*The same exactly as in the parable in Matthew xiii. T eannot butnn-
derstand, therefore, that it is Christ nlso thnt is represented there : it is
the food of God’s people which the professing chureh, having assumed
the teacher’s chair, is leavening with false doctrine.

i lsaac’’ means " Laoghter.”
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OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. Y1

Isaac is the type. Is it not of Christ come to
dwell—no more to visit merely—that the figure
speaks? Thus we have here what filled the apos-
tle's heart so afterward for the Ephesians, and
bowed his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus
~ Christ: “That He would grant unto you, accord-
ing to the riches of His glory, to be filled with
might by His Spirit in the inner man; that Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to com-
prehend with all saints the length and depth ard
breadth and height; and to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be
- hlled with all the fullness of God.” |

But this we shall have to look at more in an-
other place, We have now to see as the fulfillment
. and fruit of communion, the Lord disclosing to
Abraham the doom of Sodom, now just ready to
overwhelm her, How striking are the words in
which He counsels with Himself as to this, per-
mitting us also to hear that counsel! ¢ And the
Lord said, ¢Shall I hide from Abraham that thing
which [ do, seeing that Abraham shall surely be-
come a great and mighty nation, and all the nations
of the earth shall be blessed in him? for I know
him, that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way
of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the
Lord may bring upon Abraham all that He hath
spoken of him,'" )

How beautiful this testimony to one who could
be called “the friend of God"”! How sweet the
encouragement in maintaining in one’s household
an authority rapidly being given up in these days
an authority from God and for God! “He will
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