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"BUT ONE THING NEEDFUL."

i . i

A Lecture, at Pktinfield, N. yi, on Monday evening,
Aiigust 4, 1884.

Now it came to pass, as they went, that He entered into
A certain village ; and a certain woman named Martha
received Him into her house. And she had a sister
called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard
His word. But Martha was cumbered about much
serving, and came to Him, and said, * Lord dost Thou
riot care that my sister hafti left me to serve alone ?
bid her, therefore, that she help me.' And Jesus an-
swered and said unto her, 'Martha, Martha, thou art
careful and troubled about many things: but one
thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen that good
partj which shall not be taken away from her.'Jf (Luke

A S you know, beloved friends, there was gen-
*^^ ume faith in both these women. "Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus." Martha
had not only received the Lord into her house, but
she had received Him into her heart; there is no
kind of doubt about that. The very character here
in which we find her was not merely her natural
character. She was busy about One that she
loved. She was busy about One whose glory she
recognized, at least in measure. She was busy in
serving Hhn; and there were very few, beloved
friends* in that land and time, that cared to serve
Him. He was One who had not where to lay His
head,—One who was despised and rejected of men
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n2 "BUT ONE THING NEEDFUL.

—the Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;
men hid, as it were, their faces from Him ; He was
despised, and they esteemed-Him not.

Martha had faith—genuine faith, as Mary had,—-
faith that thought of Him truly, as at least One
who had come far to serve her, One whom ske
owned as the Christ of God come into the world.
Martha was busy in her care for such an One; and
that is the solemn lesson. With all this love in her
heart, and with all this real faith in His person,̂ —

'that faith which made' her one of the very few in
Israel that recognized Him at all,—that with all
that, she could be so far wrong as we see her
wrong,—that with all that, she could be put in
disparaging contrast with Mary her sister,—Mary
who did nothing,—Mary who simply sat at His
feet to hear His word. TJje Lord takes her up to
signify His entire approbation as to where she was
and what she was. He has a reproof for Martha's
service, but has only approbation for Mary's
simply sitting at His feet.

His words are very striking; " Thou art careful,"
He says to Martha;—" Martha, Martha, thou art
careful and troubled about many things." Be-
loved friends, if* you are busy about many things,
you will not only be busy, but troubled. Martha,
we read, "was cumbered with much serving;" and
she was not only "encumbered," but "troubled;"
—it weighed upon her. It was very busy service;
but it weighed upon her,—weighed her down.
Beloved, if you have service that weighs you
down, look to it—see well why it is. Plainly, that
very character would put you along with Martha
here. She was cumbered with much • serving.
She goes to the Lord with her complaint Mary
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"BUT ONE THING NEEDFUL." 3

might help her; Mary has left her to serve alone.
She wants Him to use His authority with Mary.
She says, " Dost not Thou care that my sister hath
left me to serve alone? bid her, therefore, that she
help me." She began with seeking- to help the
Lord, as it were, and she ends with complaining
that she cannot get help herself. She wants to
serve the Lord, but she turns round at last and
wants ta get Mary to serve her. The Lord's
words are what we are to think about to-night:
"Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled
about many things: but one thing is needful; and
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not
be taken away from her." " But one thing is need-
ful"—only "one thing." To what a little point
would that diminish all care if we realized it: only
"one thing"! How many distractions would our
hearts be free from it we only recognized and
bowed to the truth of the Lord's words. Only
"one thing"! Do you honestly think it, beloved
friends? There are a great many needs in this
busy world: there are a great many duties that
you have, and that Christians think they have to
society, to their neighbors, and what not. The
Lord here would bring our hearts from evezy
thing simply to one, and that one, to sit at His feet
and hear His word! Don't you feel as if that
would leave service out altogether? How is it
possible that only one thing is needful, and Mary
had chosen that very part^ when there are so many
things to do ? Are we to leave out service to the
Lord?—what does it mean? Beloved, this: That
the thing which is to be our care is that we receive
from Christ; and if we receive,—4f we are receiv-
ing, beloved friends, service* and every thing else,
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4 "BUT ONE THING NEEDFUL."

may take care for itself. Mark, I do not mean that
you won't serve. You will—you will. But I say
this; that if your care is not for service, but to be
receiving from Him, you will 'find that that "one
thing" which the Lord speaks of embraces*ail the
rest.

What God wants from us is receptiveness,-—He
wants in us capacity to receive. You remember
what He says Himself in the seventh chapter of
John, when men were busy with their feast of tab-
ernacles before the time,r—busy with their empty
show of something which after all left the heart
just where' it was, or, rather, emptier than ever.
The Lord stands up just upon that great day of the
feast: the great day of the feast is when the hol-
lo wness comes out the most. And in that "great
day of the feast," when men have shown how little
they can do to secure the Happiness they have
been seeking, the Lord stands up and says, " If any
man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink. He
that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said,
out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."
(John vii, 37, 38.) Beloved, there is not any thing
there, you see—there is not any thing about these
busy Martha-cares—this busy Martha-service;
there is not a bit about it—not a bit about it.
" You take care," the Lord says, " to receive of
Me. Come and drink; and he that believeth on
Me, [faith being that receptive character in the
soul,—" he that believeth on Me,] out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water."

Well, now, can it be so simple? Have we not
got a great deal more to do than believe on Christ?
Why, how many of us, beloved friends, are believ-
ing on Christ? Thank G-od̂  a good many here.

Help and Food 3 (1885)



Help and Food 3 (1885)

"BUT ONE THING NEEDFUL." ' 5

And how many could say—how many could real-
ise at all that out of their bellies are flowing rivers
of living- water? Mark what a beautiful thing-,—
that out of the innermost of man's nature—the part
that craves—the part that is the natural man's god
in his fallen condition, the fullness flows. " Their
god is their belly," says the apostle in Corinthians:
that is to say, that man having fallen from God—
fallen from the apprehension of a love that satisfies,
and got to be a mere questioner of it, has got into
self-care—into labor—into lust. God did not put
him into such a place as that. God did not put
him into a place where he must care; God put him
into a garden; did not think that even the very
world which He had created was good enough for
the man of His choice, but took up one special part
ai it, planted it with trees of the choicest kind,
made every thing that should gratify his eyes—his
heart, and put him there in the midst of that gar-
den, beloved friends; to enjoy the favor ol God,
and receive from His hands. And that is all.

Well, you say, was there nothing else? had he
nothing to do ? No ; he had to refrain from doing,
—he had not to take of the fruit of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. There was no labor
that God required of him. He was the favorite oi
Heaven—the last, newest creature; he was put
there in a marked way as a dependent one, the
most dependent, I believe, of all God's creatures.
He was put there into a paradise watched by and
cared for by God Himself, all his necessities made
but the means of God's care for him being mani-
fested, He was essentially a dependent creature.
The angels had fallen before this, as we know, and
God had made man a creature like the angfels—an

t~i
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immortal spirit,—one who was, as it were, His
child—His offspring by creation. I say, God put
this spirit which He had made into a body, with
which it was to be linked, and upon which it was
in a certain respect to be even dependent. You
know how dependent we are upon our bodies. I
don't mean that Adam was in the same way that
we are. - He was not I don't mean to say that
there could be in Adam any tendency to death, or
any thing of that sort—the condition which we are
in as fallen. Surely not. But he had necessities,
he had to subsist by food, he was dependent upon
the senses for his communication with the world,
in which he was to subsist,' not independently, but
maintained by food. The angels fell by pride.
God, by all this, was hiding pride from man. He
was teaching him dependence; caring for him, at
the same time, in a way that made that depend-
ence no trouble to him. If He made him a needy
creature, He made all these*" things avenues by
which he could be filled with satisfaction and de-
light. How blessed and wonderful that! God has
joined those two things together from the very
beginning; making man dependent upon Himself,
and making that dependence no trouble—no dis-
tress, but a means of realizing the loving care of
his Maker and Preserver every day and hour.

And, beloved, you know how man fell. A beast
seduced him. God would not allow him to be
tempted by a higher being,---one in that character.
Of course, we know it Was Satan who seduced
him. But God would not allow him to come in any
angel-shape—as one higher than man. And that
makes very significant what you find in the second
of Genesis, that God made Adam look at all the

Help and Food 3 (1885)



Help and Food 3 (1885)

"BUT ONE THING NEEDFUL." J

beasts which He had made, and give them names,
He made him give them names as having knowl-
edge of them. And looking them through and
through, Adam knew that there was not one that
could be found that could be a help for him. He
was the master of the beast; they were all put
under his hand, and he was the lord of them. Then
God made woman, and gave her to be the help for
him that he needed. But, beloved, it was by a
beast man fell. God would not suffer him to be
tempted but by a beast. He should have no ex-
cuse. He should not be able to say really that he
was beguiled by one wliom he could suppose had
superior knowledge. He gave place to one who
was below him, lost his superiority over the beasts
themselves, and the blessed realization of what
God was having vanished from him, he was sent
out of paradise into the world outside, now to
prove for himself what his own hands could do
for him.

uGod hath made man upright," says the preacher,
"but he has sought out many inventions;" and men
are proud of it,—they are proud of their inventions.
I haye often said, How is it, beloved friends, that
man has to have these inventions ? Men say that
" necessity is the mother of invention,'* It is re-
quired to invent to meet men's necessities now.
But, beloved, how did man need those inventions?
They are the sign of the fall. Outside of paradise,
and fallen away from God, he lusts, His belly is
his god,—he craves. He is a creature made for
eternity; he has, as the preacher says again, " eter-
nity in his heart." That expression in Ecclesiastes
ilL n—"the world in his heart*'—should be "eter-
nity*" With eternity in his heart, man tries to
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