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ERRATA.

Page 174, 2d HUG from foot, to «* Scrip,11 acid ««tare."
" 1S5, 2dpar., 2d line, should be "question; under

law, rigidly enforced,".
" 189, 5tli line from foot, read " incorporated them

in a ritual."
11 190, 4tliline, "damned" should be "dammed."
" 192, 1st line, ( < I " should be " i t . "
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OY-NOTES TO THE BIBLE BOOKS.

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE.

I
A KINSMAN-REDEEMER. (Chap. i.-iv. 13.)

T H E character of Luke has been already dwelt
upon. It shows us the Lord as man fully, perfect
in dependence, near us in the grace which has
brought Him down. But this involves the salva-
tion by grace of those who in faith receive Him ;
and this salvation is every where the theme in
Luke, from the opening to the close. "A Kinsman-
Redeemer" might well be the title of the whole
book. .As such He is presented to us very plainly
in. this opening- part.

1. (i.) His Annunciation: Promise fulfilled
in Grace.

It is striking how the names of those brought be-
fore us in the very first chapter are significant of
the character of what is in the mind of the Spirit
here. " Zechariah " means "Jehovah has remem-
bered," "Jehovah" being the name by which .God
reveals Himself in the book of redemption (Exodus),
•taking the people up in grace, to fulfill the promise
made to their fathers; while "Elizabeth" means
"God's oath." Referring to this very promise,
Zacharias's song accordingly unites the signifi-
cance of these two names: "Blessed be the Lord
[Jehovah] God of Israel, for He hath visited and
redeemed His people, and hath raised up a horn
of salvation for us in the house of His servant
David; . . . . to perform the mercy promised to
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2 KEY-NOTES TO THE BIBLE BOOKS.

our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant;
the oath which He sware to our father Abraham."
Grace is fulfilling—as grace only could fulfill—
divine promise to a lost and guilty people. And in
beautiful accord with this, the child of such an
union, brought forth himself by almighty power,
beyond the strength of nature, is named "John,"—
i.e., the "grace of Jehovah." This is characteristic,
as already said, of the whole book; and for this
reason, it is emphasized at the* beginning,—in the
goodness of God, to assist our apprehension of it.

(1) 1-4. The brief introduction answers also fully
to the contents of the book. Luke is a Gentile
addressing another Gentile as to that which he
himself has received by faith through the ministry
of others, to communicate to him the certain
knowledge of that in which he has been instructed.
His reference to those from whom the things of
which he speaks have been by himself received
does not in the least affect the full authority of
what he writes as inspired scripture. God is not
tied to any method of inspiration, and Luke's gospel
is to give full certainty to faith.

(2) 5~25- The announcement of the herald of
Christ's coming. The true seed of Abraham, (comp.
Heb. ii. 14, 16,) the election of grace, come at once
into view in Luke. Zacharias and Elizabeth repeat
the history of their forefather. Zacharias is of the
priestly family, of the course of Abijah, the eighth
course. The)? are righteous before God, yet child-
less, and Elizabeth (" God's oath,") under the re-
proach of barrenness among men (see v. 25); but
no mere human righteousness can claim the fulfill-
ment of divine promises. God has in fact delayed
the answer to Zacharias's prayers to make it the
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KEY-NOTES TO THIS BIBLE BOOKS. 3

more manifestly from Himself, and thus the
greater. The angel appears at the time of incense,
and on the right side of the altar of incense, and
John is announced to go before the Lord in the
spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of
many to God,

(3) 26-38. The announcement of Christ Himself.
The next announcement is of One infinitely
greater, and made, not in the temple, but in a
private dwelling. The One who comes is to be
"Seed of the woman," virgin-born, true man, yet
even as such Son of God; Heir of David's throne,
yet with unending empire. "The gift of John to
Zacharias was an answer to his prayers—God
faithful in His goodness toward His people who
wait upon Him. But this was an act of sovereign
grace." Christ, unsought for by man, was given
in the mere good pleasure of God; and man, in
Him, rises to a rule higher than that lost in Eden,
and to a full image and likeness of God, of which
that which the first man possessed was but the type.

(4) 39-56. Marys song. The song of Mary is of
grace,—a grace which necessarily, therefore, takes
up the lowly and puts down the proud; of a Sav-
iour-God acting in remembrance of His mercy,
and according to promise, which is the contrast to
law. It does not go beyond Israel as yet propheti-
cally, but in principle does: Israel themselves only
finding blessing from God in that free grace in
which the Gentiles can as well be blessed as they.

(5) 57-8°- Zacharias s song. The song of Zach-
arias also'ceiebrates the visitation of and mercy to
Israel, likewise grounding it on God's free promise
to Abraham. John's mission is declared in terms
very evangelical,'—-"To give knowledge of salva-

Help and Food 4 (1886)



Help and Food 4 (1886)

4 KEY-NOTES TO THE BIBLE BOOKS.

tion unto His people by the remission of their sins."
It is "the tender mercy of our God, whereby the
dayspring from on high hath visited us."

2. (ii.) His Coining, and Reception by Faith.

(i) ii. 1-7. His birth in Bethlehem. In the circum-
stances of His birth is seen His humiliation, and
yet all the power of the world is unconsciously His
servant. The Sovereign of the world commands
a census that the prophecy as to His birthplace
may be accomplished; Mary and Joseph are
brought by it to Bethlehem, and then it is carried
no further: (i the census itself was first made when
Cyrenius was governor of Syria,"-—years after-
ward. But thus the Lord of all is born into the
world, and laid in a manger, for there is no room
for Him in the inn: sad sign, surely, of men's con-
dition, when their Lord and Maker, prophesied of
in every minute particular as coming, heralded
even now by angelic visitation, could come at last
unnoticed and unknown!

(2) 8-20. The announcement to the shepherds. The
announcement is here, not as to the magi of a King
of the Jews, but of a " Saviour which is Christ the
Lord." "To the poor the gospel is preached"
characterizes this first testimony, not of a star in
the heavens, but of heaven itself opened, angels
themselves announcing God's "delight in men."
To shepherds is the good Shepherd made known,
a Saviour becoming such by the renunciation of
power; His sign the "manger now, in after-days
the cross. They come to Bethlehem* see, and
spread abroad the news of what is come to pass,
and men wonder, while faith in them rejoices and
glorifies God.
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KEY-NOTES TO THE BIBLE BOOKS. 5

(3) 21-39. The testimony of the Holy Ghost in
Simeon and Anna. Angels have witnessed; now,
the Spirit of God in the hearts of His believing
people. In circumcision, the Lord accepts the
"likeness of sinful flesh" (Rom. viii. 3; the very
expression declares Him absolutely free from the
reality of it); as in the purification of His mother,
and the sacrifices offered—sacrifices which spoke
of Him. Under all this, faith, in Simeon, recog-
nizes, as taught of the Spirit, a Saviour and salva-
tion, into the light of which (the glory of Israel)

' the Gentiles are to be brought. Yet the stum-
bling of many is foreseen also, the thoughts of
human hearts being tested and revealed. A second
witness is given by the Spirit in Anna.

(4) 40-52. The youth of the perfect Man. Only
in Luke have we the Lord's youth spoken of, and
who except an inspired writer would have dared
so to speak of it? Perfect in subjection to His
earthly parents; perfect in His place as a child;
with the doctors in the temple, listening, and ask-
ing questions; growing in wisdom as in stature,
arid winning correspondingly the openly mani-
fested favor of God, and even of man; withal,
about His Father's business always, yet marked
by no miracle as }̂ et, but only by the loveliness of
lowly sweet perfection : such is the picture for a
moment unvailed before our eyes. May we ador-
ingly contemplate it!

3. (iii.~iv. 13.) Manifested, Approved^ and
Vindicated by Trial.

(1) iii. 1-6. The Baptist. With so brief a notice,
thirty 3^ears pass,—the time of the Lord's fulhll-
ment of His own personal responsibility as man,—
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6 KEY-NOTES TO THE BIBLE BOOKS.

the "ten days" before the "keeping up" of the
passover-lamb (Ex. xii. 3, 6). His public manifest-
ation is now approaching, and the word of God
comes to John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilder-
ness. Here, the quotation from Isaiah attests the
moral principles of the preparation of the Lord's
way, and that "all flesh shall see the salvation of
God.*'

(2) 7-20. His testimony. It is characteristic
that what is said to the leaders of the people in
Matthew is here addressed to the people at large.
Practical conduct is enjoined, while yet no claim"
on God is allowed on this account: they must not
begin to say within themselves that they have
Abraham for their father. One mightier than he
is to follow him, baptizing with the Holy Ghost or
with the fire of divine wrath. John's testimony
ends in Herod's prison.

(3) 2 I~38. The Son of Man. The Lord now is
presented, baptized, and sealed with the Holy
Ghost in the very place which for others is the
place of confessed sin: the Father's voice pro-
claims Him the object of divine delight. He is
now thirty years of age—the age of commencing
Levite service. In His genealogy—no doubt,
Mary's,—the generations are counted, not forward
to, but backward from Him; the stream of bless-
ing, therefore, not stopping with Abraham, but
going back to Adam, and Adam himself seen
(though not as fountain-head of the race,) once
more as son of God.

(4) iv. 1—13. His testing. After the testimony of
acceptation, He is tested. No other order would
be worthy of Him or of God. He needs not the
test, though man does: full of the Holy Ghost, He
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UNCONSCIOUS DEFILEMENT. 7

is led up of the Spirit into the, wilderness, and is
forty days tempted, not by sin, for He had none,
nor could it even from outside solicit Him, but by
the devil. Assailed in all human weakness by
every possible device of the enemy, He conquers
him by the Word of God alone. "And when the
devil had ended all the temptation, he departed
from Him for a season."

UNCONSCIOUS DEFILEMENT.

•'And if a soul sin, and commit any of these things which
are forbidden to he done by the commandments of the
Lords THOUGH HE WIST IT NOT, yet is he guilty, and
shall bear his iniquity" (Lev, v. 17,)

HP HE application of the Lord's action in John
•*• xiii, where He washes His disciples' feet, is

often a seriously defective one. It is quite true
that it is, as the Lord Himself explains it, a cleans-
ing that we may have part with Him.* Not part
i?i Him, of course, for this all His disciples had,
with one terrible exception only. Part with Him
is fellowship; and for fellowship, there must be
cleansing—judgment of all that with which He
cannot go. He, therefore, must cleanse. Not
merely, we must be clean, hut-He must cleanse:
" If / wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me."

Carefully He keeps this separate from that one
great washing, or bathing of the whole person,

*TMs ft!one should bo enough to set aside the thought which some have
entertained, that tlio foot;-washing is to bo taken as a literal institution,
enjoined upon all Christians by Christ's prccopL and oxamplc. He Him-
eolf says, "What I do tliou knoweat not now, but them shalt know niter-
ward." Peter certainly knew what his Master was doing in this lowly act
of His, literally tnken. But wlio could suppose that the literal act was
necessary, in order that His disciples should have "part with." Him ?
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8 UNCONSCIOUS DEFILEMENT.

which, once accomplished, never needs to be re-
peated. " He that is washed [or rather, «• bathed,"]
needeth not, save to wash his feet, but is clean
every whit; and ye are clean, but not all"—refer-
ring to the traitor. Here, the indelible mark that
new birth makes upon the soul is clearly declared.
"Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it,
that He might sanctif}^ and cleanse it with washing
of water, by the Word!' We are "born of water"
(Jno. iii. 5),—"born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God" (i Pet.
i. 23). And "whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin, for his seed remaineth in him, and he
cannot sin, because he is born of God " (1 Jno. iii. 9).
Here, then, is that washing which is once for all,
and which never needs -to be repeated; which
transforms a sinner into a saint by a true and
effectual work upon his soul, and that for eternity.

But then the words of the apostle most certainly
do not mean—against all the assurances of every
man's soul, as well as express scripture also,—that
a child of God, by virtue of being that, is incapable
of sin. "In many things we offend all" is the
positive assurance of the Word again (Jas* iii. 2).
The words of John declare the nature and perpe-
tuity of the Christian character: it is the Christian
as such that he presents to us, without at all
denying that the Christian does not always act in
character. Every where, as we know, Scripture is
filled with warnings against sin, which, dwelling-
in us, although born again, is ready to manifest
itself, in thought and word and deed, upon any
occasion. The world through which we pass, also,
is full of incitements to it; the devil, the prince of
it, our ceaseless and unsleeping foe; while sin
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