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LERRATA.

Page 46, 7th line from foot, ¢ humiliation *” should be *human.’’
¢ 47, 8th line from top, ‘“‘national”” should be ‘‘rational.”
“ 169, 8th line, ‘“‘procrastination’ should be ¢ prostration.”’
¢ 172, 14th from foot, ‘“national’’ should be ¢ natural.”
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MOTTO FOR 1888 :--"For to me, to live is Christ.”
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THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH.

FILLING THE HAND.

“And he put all upon Aaron’s hands, and upon his sons’
hands, and waved them for a wave-offering before the
Lord.  And Moses took them from off their hands, and
burnt them on the altar upon the burnit-off ering ; they were
consecrations for a sweet savor; it is an off ering made
by fire unto the Lord.” (Lev. viil. 27, 28.)

T has been often remarked that “consecration”
I in this passage is filling the hand. Aaron and
his sons are practically consecrated to God by
the putting into their hands the fat and shoulder of
the ram, with cakes and wafer of the meat- (or
meal-) offering, and waving them for a wave-offering
before the Lord. Then they are taken and burnt
upon the altar as a sweet savor.

Before this, and in order to it, we must remem-
ber, they have been washed (these priests) in water,
and sprinkled with the blood of sacrifice; and this
has been put upon the tip of the right ear, the
thumb of the right hand, and the great toe of the
right foot. Even so must we, if we are to be priests
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2 - FILLING THE HAND.

to God, be washed with the “ washing of regenera-
tion,” and have our “hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience,” being set apart to Him as His by the
power of the same cleansing blood which has
bought us, that we should be no more our own.
Thus cleansed from sin, and become the servants of
God, we have our fruit unto holiness and the end
everlasting life,

As priests, our occupation is with the holy
things; and this practical consecration is just occu-
pation. All Christians are priests to God, and 1t 1s
our business to attend to these things. The hand, in
the type before us, speaks of all our activities, our
labor. The ear is that by which we receive in-
struction; the foot speaks of our individual walk
before God; but the hand 1s that by which we lay
hold of things around, and mold and transiorm
them. By the hand, man shows himself the natural
vicegerent of God upon earth; and thus, while the
ear and foot have been equally set apart to Him by
the blood of atonement, the hand it is now that 1s
to be filled for consecration: we are to be rawught
our business. Blessed be God, it is indeed true
that-—

“With Him is @// our business now.”’

Some one may object, indeed, that in saying this
we go much too far. Our circumstances in the
world will not allow of any thing like this; indeed,
it is our mere secular employment that we habitu-
ally call our “business.” And it is true that as
Christians, alas! we not only pick up the language
of the world, but sanction its thoughts. Neverthe-
less, it is also plainly true, and easily to be proved
from Scripture, that the Christian’s business 1s
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with Christ. No less than Paul’s is our motto to
be, “To me to live 1s Christ;” and what does that
mean, except that all that makes up our life—the
whole business of our life—is Christ?

By this 1t 1s not denied at all, as it would be ab-
surd and impossible to deny, that each one of us
has his earthly calling, duties to fulfill which carry
us into the world, and require a large part of our
time to be spent in their discharge. We have fam-
ilies to provide for, and that is often a work of
much toil, yet “he that provideth not for his own,
specially for those of his own house, has denied the
faith, and is worse than an infidel.” Christianity
loses sight of none of these claims, but enforces
them all upon us: they are as many as,our links of
connection with other men; every link is a respon-
sibility ; every responsibility toward man a respon-
sibility to God also.

This is sufficiently solemn; and it is nothing but
a misuse of grace to make it lessen for us its solem-
nity. Life is full of seriousness; the more serious
~our sense of 1t the better.

Yet while “all things are full of labor,” as the
preacher says, and the Christian does not escape
from this, yet “Labor not for the meat that perish-
eth” i1s the Lord’s own word to us: a word of sim-
pler meaning than we may have apprehended 1in it.
For, in truth, we are never to labor for the perish-
ing food, but are privileged rather to labor for
Him who has appointed our path, and to whom
our duty is. Our duty thus bccomes to us that
yoke of Christ which is easy, and in which we find
rest. Our business is with Him: its recompense
from Himself; and if we had to toil ten or more
hours a day for Aim, would it be a spiritual weight
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to drag us down {rom communion with Him, or
rather a service in which for all our need and in
all our weakness His power and fullness should be
more than sufficiency?

Alas! for these Christless businesses in which
self-will is rampant, and the “gain to me” is not
‘““loss for Christ”™! When shall we learn that there
is no spot on earth in which there 1s not a battle
between two forces? no course that we can take
which 1s merely necutral between Christ and the
world, between God and mammon? Here 1s a
spiritual leprosy which pollutes the whole life and
secularizes it: for if the business be secular, no part
of the life can be kept sacred.

How significant a thing, then, is this priestly
consecration, in which our Aands are filled with
Christ. Our hands are to wave before God the fat
and the shoulder and the cakes of the meal-offering.
We are to keep Him thus before God, presenting
Him in the energy of His devotedness (the fat), in
the burden-sustaining “shoulder,” in the perfection
of His life of holy balance and consistency in the
power of the Holy Ghost. God is to see in us this
memorial of His beloved Son, whatever we put our
hand to; not merely an imitation of Him, but a de-
votedness derived from the apprehension of His, a
power which is His strength made perfect in weak-
ness,—a life, in short, which is but the life of
Christ, developed by the power of the Spirit in us.
For“out of His fullness have all we received, even
grace upon grace.”

Is 1t not of our priestly consecration we are
reminded, when, from week to week, on the first
day of the week, before its toil begins, we, as His
disciples, come together to break bread? Is He
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not for faith put afresh into our hands, that we may
receive Him in the place He has taken for us, and
in occupation with Him begin again and again the
henceforth of our lives? He thus claims posses-
sion of us every way, fills our eyes, our hands,
makes Himself ours that we may be His, that
henceforth whatever we look at, it may be Christ
we sec; whatever we handle, we may touch Christ
init. How sweet to be reminded! how solemn the
need of being thus reminded!

Christian reader, have you so learnt Christ? To
see Him in every thing, find Him every where, have
your whole business with Him, take in nothing
‘any other yoke than His yoke? This is rest,
liberty, power. To come short of it is distraction
and confusion. “A double-minded man is unstable
in all his ways.”

“That I am Thine, my Lord and God,
Sprinkled and ransomed by Thy blood,—
Repeat that word once more,
With such an energy and light,
That this world’s flattery nor spite
To shake me never may have power.

“ From various cares my heart retires,
Though deep and boundless its desires;
1’m now to please but One :
Him, before whom the elders bow,
With Him is all my business now,
And with the souls that are His own.

“This is my joy that ne’er can fail,
To see my Saviour’s arm prevail,
To mark the steps of grace ;
How new-born souls, convinced of sin,
His blood revealed to them within,
Extol the Lamb in every place.
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“With these my happy lot is cast!
Through the world’s deserts rude and waste,
Or through its gardens fair ;
Whether the storms of trouble sweep,
Or all in dead supineness sleep,
Still to go on be all my care.

“See, the dear sheep by Jesus drawn
In blest simplicity move on ;
They trust His Shepherd’s crook.
Beholders many faults may find,
But they can guess at Jesus’' mind,
Content if written in His book.

“0 all ye wise, ye rich, ye just,

Who the blood’s doctrine have discussed,
And judge it weak and slight :
Grant that I may (the rest’s your own)

In shame and poverty sit down
At this one well-spring of delight.

“Indeed, if Jesus ne'er was slain,
Or aught can make His ransom vain,
That now it heals no more,—
If His heart’s tenderness has fled,
It of a Church He is not Head,
Nor Lord of all, as heretofore,

“Then,—so refers my state to Him,
Unwarranted I must esteem,
And wretched all T do.
Ah, my heart throbs, and seizes fast
The covenant that will ever last ;
[t knows, it knows, these things are true,

“No, my dear Lord, in following Thee,
And not in dark uncertainty,
1'his foot obedient moves:
"T'ts with a Brother and a King,
Who many to His yoke will bring,
Who ever lives and ever loves.
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“ Now, then, my Way, my Truth, my Life,
Henceforth let sorrow, doubt, and strife
Drop off like autumn leaves;
Henceforth, as privileged by Thee,
Simple and undistracted be,
My soul which to Thy sceptre cleaves.

“Let me my weary mind recline
On that eternal love of Thine,

And human thoughts forget ;
Childlike, attend what Thou wilt say,,
Go forth and do it while ’'tis day,

Nor ever leave my sweet retreat.

“ At all times to my spirit bear
An inward witness, soft and clear,
Of Thy redeeming power ;
This will instruct Thy child and fit,
Will sparkle forth whate’er is mist,
For exigence of every hour,

“When all the sequel is well weighed,
I cast myself upon Thine aid,
A sea, where none can sink ;
Yea, in that sphere I stand, poor worm,
Where Thou wilt for Thy name perform
Above whate’er I ask or think.”
(Gambold.)

A BRIGHT SUNSET.

“Not a cloud above, not a spot within.”

ET me die the death of the righteous,” said
Balaam of old, “and let my last end be like
his.” (Num. xxiii. 10.) And who knows but

that there was a measure of sincerity in the words
of the hireling prophet, as from the “top of the
rocks” he beheld the thousands of God’s people
encamping in divinely prescribed order around
~that cloud-capped tabernacle?
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No wonder, either, that even this poor money-
loving prophet should at that moment give vent
to such an expression; for Israel was indeed a
blessed people. Jehovah Himself was in the midst
of her, at once her Saviour, her Defender and her
Guide.

Yet, what a moral contradiction 1t was to hear
this lover of the “wages of unrighteousness” saying,
‘“Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my
last end be like his.”

Well, reader, I know neither your course of life
nor your state of soul. God knows both. But I
dare venture to say that the substance of Balaam’s
prayer has been the burden of your thoughts, aye,
many a time. Now I want to ask you to think a
little more of those three monosyllables, “my last
end”/ Repeat them over to yourself again and
again,—*“ MY last end.” Take a pencil and write
them down, if you will; but weigh well their mean-
ing, I pray vou, so that at least one of God’s desires
may be realized in your case. O that they were
wise, that they understood this, that they would
consider their Jazter end /" (Deut. xxxil. 29.)

Life’s journey wz// come to a close some day.
That 1s certain. You may even now be very near
the end. A long eternity is before you, and,
whether you like it or not, you are inseparably
linked with it. I solemnly ask you, therefore, as
you look beyond all earthly plans and pleasures—
beyond earthly friendships and earthly ties—
beyond life’s latest hour, What are your prospects ?
What shall the end be ?

But 1 have a bright tale to tell you, and I want
your attention. The happy subject of it, Richard
H , was for years a valued personal {riend and
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