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ADDRESS TO THE READER.

+ Ix presenting to the reader the first number of our
periodical, we feel called upon to state our reasons for
entering upon such a service, and also the objects which
wve hope, by the grace of God, to effect.

We do not deem any apology necessary for adding
another to the numerous publications already extant,
having for their object the circulation of pure truth.
‘We want them all, and thousands more, if we could
get them. . We cannot have too many agencies for the
furtherance of that which is good, and the suppression
of that which is evil.

For, first of all, it is a lamentable fact that the
enemy of souls has wrought, far more diligently, at the
printing press, than the servants of the living God.
Numerous as are the books, the pamphlets, the tracts,
and the periodicals in which the words of eternal truth
shine, for the instruction and comfort of souls, yet are
they outnumbered, to an appalling amount, by publica-
tions of an infidel, immoral, and irreligious tendency.

2. We believe that the art of printing was designed,
by a gracious Providence, as a powerful engine for the
diffasion of scriptural knowledge; but we cannot shut
our eyes to the startling fact that the enemy is making
diligent use of that very art, for the purpose of cor-
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rupting, in all directions, the springs of thought and
feeling. He is publishing, in the cheapest and most
attractive form, gross evil, soul-destroying error, and
perverted truth. And, we may. safely say, if positive
error has slain its thousands, perverted truth has slain
its tens of thousands.

8. Now, we are fully assured that, notwithstanding
all the enemy’s efforts, the Lord is gathering out His
own—that He is accomplishing His purposes, and
hastening His everlasting kingdom. But should this
be a reason for slackness, coldness, and indifference, on
the part of the servants of Christ? The very reverse;
yea, the assurance thereof is the basis of “stedfast”
and “ unmovable” service. It is because we know, on
divine authority, that ¢ our labour shall not be in vain
in the Lord,” that therefore we work. Thank God for
such a solid foundation! It would be sad, indeed, if
what our God has graciously given as a soul-stirring
encouragement to work should be used as a plea for in-
activity—if the assurance of reaching God’s end were to-
be a reason for neglecting God’s means, This would be
a grievous use to make of the goodness and faithfulness
of God.

4. But, further, we undertake this service because
we feel bound to serve and testify, while the time for
service and testimony lasts. The day is rapidly ap-
proaching, in the which we shall not be called upon to
render such fruits. When we get into the Master's
presence, we shall admire and worship; but, now, in
“the little while,” in the night of His absence, it is
our holy and happy privilege to be “always abounding
in the work of the Lord.” (1 Cor. xv. 58.) We are
responsible to let the light shine forth, in every pos-
sible way—to circulate the truth of God, by all means,
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by word of mouth, by “ paper and ink,” in public and
private, “in the morning and in the evening,” “in
season and ont of season;” we should “sow beside all
waters.” In a word, whether we consider the impor-
tance of divine truth, the value of immortal souls, or
the fearful progress of error and evil, we are impera-
tively called upon to be up and doing, in the name of
the Lord, under the guidance of His word, and by the
grace of His Spirit.

Such, then, beloved reader, are our reasons for
issning this monthly paper. We are anxious, so far
as in us lies, to lend a helping hand in the good work.
‘We desire to spread the glad tidings, to feed the lambs
and sheep of the flock of Christ, to move in the current
of His thoughts and sympathies, and to promote the
glory of His holy name. We believe there cannot be
too many heralds of the gospel of the grace of God—
too many hands stretched forth to scatter the good seed
of the kingdom, or to feed the beloved Church of God.
Alas! that there should be so few. May the Lord raise
up and send forth gifted and holy labourers into His
vineyard !

II. And, now, one word as to the objects which we
hope to effect.

1. We hope to furnish the poor of the flock with a
penny serial, containing plain papers, designed for their
special use.

2. We hope to be enabled to set forth the funda-
mental traths of the gospel—the free grace of God—
the efficacy of the blood of Jesus Christ—the power and
value of His advocacy and priesthood—the atiractions
and dignity of His Person, and the hope of His coming
glory.

3. Moreover, we hope to furnish, from time to time,
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as the Lord may enable us, brief and simple expositions
of various portions of the word of God, adapted for
such persons as are not in a position to devote much
time to the study of scripture. The aim of such expo-
sitions shall be “to stir up the pure mind”—to draw
out the affections after Christ—to establish the heart
and conscience in foundation truth—to deepen the
soul’s experience of divine things—to elevate the tone of
life and character—and to enlarge the spiritual vision.

4. Finally, we cherish the hope of being enabled to
send forth, every month, a Magazine, in which THE -
NAME OF JESUS shall be the great, prominent ob-
jeet. He is, in very truth, the living centre of « things
new and old.” He it is who says, * Jehovah possessed
me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old.
I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or
ever the earth was.” (Prov. viii. 22,28.) And He it is
who, as the Incarnate One, was emphatically the * zew
thing in the earth.” He is worthy of all honour. So
worthy is He, that the book or the tract which has not
for its direct object the glory of His most excellent
name is not worth the printing. Every tongue should
speak His worth. Every pen should portray His
character. Every page of every book should be fra-
grant with the graces of His adorable Person. - There is
1o name like the name of Jesus.

Such, then, are the objects which we have in view,
in the publication of ¢ TmiNes NEw axp Orp;” and we
earnestly desire that when these objects cease to sway
the minds of all connected with this Magazine its exist-
ence may terminate. If God does not want it, nejther
do we. And if it be not for the furtherance of His
glory and the good of His Church at large, we would
not desire to have aught to do with it. We can truly
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" say to our readers, “ We seek not yours, but you.” If
. our pages should be used of God to bring any souls to
. find settled peace in the blood of the cross, or to stir up
.-any hearts to a more intense devotedness to Christ, or a
greater longing for His glorious advent, we shall count
" ourselves amply——oh! how amply—rewarded.
May the Lord grant His rich blessing upon this pub-
lication! May He be graciously pleased to use it for
" the advancement of His cause in the earth, and for the
permanent profit of souls! Amen.—Eb.

——o03i0o—

THE TRUE GROUND OF PEACE.
“When I see the blood I will pass over you.”—Exod. xii. 13.

THE dlood on the lintel secured Israel's peace. There was
uothing more raquired in order to enjoy settled peace, in
reference to the destroying angel, than the application of
the blood of sprinkling. God did not add anything to the
blood, because nothing more was necessary to obtain salva-
tion from the sword of judgment. He did not say, “ When
T see the blood and the unleavened bread or bitter herbs, I
will pass over you.” By nomeans. These things had their
proper place, and their proper value; but they never could
be regarded as the ground of peace, in the presence of God.

It is most needful to be simple and clear as to what it is
which constitutes the groundwork of peace. So many
things are mixed up with the work of Christ, that souls
are plunged in darkness and uncertainty as to their aceept-
ance. They know that there is no other way of being saved
but by the blood of Christ; bnt the devils know this, and
it avails them nought. What is needed is to know that we
are saved—absolutely—perfect—eternally saved. There
isno such thing asbeing partly saved and partly lost; partly
justified and partly guilty; partly alive and partly dead;
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partly born of God and partly not. Thereare but the twp
states, and we must be in either the one or the other.

The Israelite was not partly sheltered by the blood, and
partly exposed to the sword of the destroyer. Heknew he
was safe. He did not hope so. He was not praying to be
so. He was perfectly safe. And why? Because God had
said, *When I see the blood I will pass over you.” He
simply rested upon God’s testimony abont the shed blood.
He set to His seal that God was true. He believed that
God meant what He said, and that gave him peace. He
was able to take his place at the paschal feast, in confidence,
quietness, and assurance, knowing that the destroyer could
not touch him, when a spotless victim had died in his stead.

If an Israelite had been asked as to his enjoyment of
peace, what would he have said? Would he have said,
“I know there is no other way of escape but the blood of
the Lamb; and I know that that is a divinely-perfect way;
and, moreover, I know that that blood has been shed and
sprinkled on my door-post; but, somehow, I do not feel
quite comfortable. I am not quite sure if T am safe. Ifear
1 do not value the blood as I-ought, nor love the God of my -
fathers as I ought.” Would such have been his answer?
Assuredly not. And yet hundreds of professing Christians '
speak thus, when asked if they have peace. They put their
thoughts about the blood, in place of the blood itself, and
thus, in result, make salvation as much dependent upon
themselves as if they were to be saved by works.

Now, the Israclite was saved by the blood «lone, and not
by his thoughts about it. His thoughts might be deep or-
they might be shallow; but, deep or shallow, they had
nothing to do with his safety; he was not saved by his
thoughts or feelings, but by the blood. God did not say,
¢ When you see the blood I will pass over you.” No; but
“When Isee.” What gave an Israelite peace was the fact -
that Jehovah’s eye rested on the blood. This tranquillized
his heart. The blood was outside, and the Israelite inside,
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8o that he could not possibly see it; but God saw it and-
that was quite enough.

The application of this to the question of a sinner’s peace:
is very plain. Christ, having shed His blood, as a perfect.
.atonement for sin, has taken it into the presence of God,
ond sprinkled it there; and God’s testimony assures the
believer that everything is settled on his behalf, All the
claims of Justice have been fully answered; sin has been
perfectly put away, so that the full tide of redeeming lover
may roll down from the heart of God, along the channel
which the sacrifice of Christ has opened for it.

To this truth the Holy Ghost bears witness. He ever sets-
forth the fact of God’s estimate of the blood of Christ. He
points the sinner’s eye to the accomplished work of the
cross. He declares that all is done; that sin has been put’
far away, and righteousness brought nigh—so nigh that it
is “to all them that believe.” Believe what? Believe what
God says, becanse He says it, not because they feel it.

Now, we are constantly prone to look at something im
ourselves as necessary to form the ground of peace. We-
are apt to regard the work of the Spirit ¢n us, rather than
the work of Christ for us, as the foundation of our peace.
This is a mistake. We know that the operations of the
Spirit of God have their proper place in Christianity ; but
His work is never set forth as that on which our peace’
depends. The Holy Ghost did not make peace ; but Christ
did. - The Holy Ghost is not said to be our peace; but
Christ is. God did not send “preaching peace” by the
Holy Ghost; but “by Jesus Christ”” (Comp. Acts x. 365
Eph. ii. 14, 17; Col. i 20.)

The Holy Ghost reveals Christ; He makes us to know,
enjoy, and feed upon Christ. He bears witness to Christ;
takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto us. He
is- the power of communion, the seal, the witness, the
earnest, the unction. In short, His operations are essential.
‘Without Him, we can neither see, hear, know, feel, experi-
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ence, enjoy, nor exhibit aught of Christ. This is plaiu"

.and is understood and admitted by every true and rightly-
instructed Christian.

Yet, notwithstanding all this, the work of the Spirit is
mot the ground of peace, though He enables us to enjoy
‘the peace. He is not our title, though He reveals our title
and enables us to enjoy it. The Ioly Ghost is still carry«
ing on His work in the soul of the believer. He *maketh
‘intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered.” He
labours to bring us into more entire conformity to the Lord
Jesus Christ. His aim is “ to present every man perfect in
Christ.” Heis the Author of every right desire, every holy
.aspiration, every pure and heavenly affection, every divine
experience; but His work in and with us will not be com-
plete until we have left this present scene, and taken our
place with Christ in the glory. Just as, in the case of
Abraham’s servant, his work was not complete until he
presented Rebecea to Isaac.

Not' so the work of Christ for us. That is absolutely
and eternally complete. He could say, “I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do.” (John xvii. 4.)
And, again, It is finished.” The blessed Spirit cannot yet
say He has finished the work. He has been patiently and
faithfully working for the last eighteen hundred years, as
the true—the divine Vicar of Christ on earth. He still
works amid the various hostile influences which surround
-the sphere of His operations. He still works in the hearts
of the people of God, in order to bring them up, practically
and experimentally, to the divinely-appointed standard.
But He never teaches a soul to lean on His work for peace
in the presence of divine holiness. His office is to speak of
Jesus. He does not speak of Himself. “He,” says Christ,
“shall take of mine and show it unto yon.” He can only
present Christ’s work as the solid basis on which the soul
must rest for ever. Yea, it is on the ground of Christ’s
perfect atonement that He takes up His abode and carries
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His operations in the believer. “In whom also, after
at ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
romise.” No power or energy of the Holy Ghost could
ncel sin.  The blood has done that. “The blood of Jesus
ist his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”
It is of the utmost importance to distinguish between the
pirit’s work n us, and Christ’s work for us. Where they
re confounded, one rarely finds settled peace as to the
nestion of sin. The type of the passover illustrates the
istinction very simply. The Israelite’s peace was not
ounded on the unleavened bread or the bitter herbs, but
pon the blood. Nor was it, by any means, a question of
hat e thought about the blood, but what God thought
bout it. This gives immense relief and comfort to the
eart. God has found a ransom, and He reveals that ran-
om to us sinners, in order that we might rest therein, on
he authority of His word, and by the grace of His Spirit.
nd albeit our thoughts and feelings must ever fall far
hort of the infinite preciousness of that ransom, yet, inas-
uch as God tells us that He is perfectly satisfied about
lour sins, we may be satisfied also. Our conscience may
well find settled rest where God's holiness finds rest.
i Beloved reader, if you have not as yet found peace in
Jesus, we pray you to ponder this deeply. See the sim-
plicity of the ground on which your peace is to rest. God
is well pleased in the finished work of Christ—¢ well
pleased for his righteousness’ sake.” That righteousness is.
not founded upon your feelings or experience, but upon the
shed blood of the Lamb of God; and hence your peace is
not dependent upon your feelings or experience, but upon
the same precious blood which is of changeless efficacy,
and changeless value in the judgment of God.

‘What, then, remains for the believer? To what is he
called? To keep the feast of unleavened bread, by putting
away everything contrary to the lLallowed purity of his
elevated position. It is His privilege to feed upon that
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precious Christ whose blood had cancelled all His guilt.
- Being assured that the sword of the destroyer cannot
touch him, because it has fallen upon Christ instead: it is
for him to feast in holy repose within the blood-stricken
-door, under the perfect shelter which God’s own love has
-provided in the blood of the cross.
May God the Holy Ghost lead every doubting, wavering
heart to find rest in the divine testimony contained in those
words, “ WHEN I SEE THE BLOOD I WILL PASS

QOVER YOU.”—Tre above is an extract, slightly altered, from the
MS. of ¢ Notes on the Book of Exodus.”

-0 SR O s

COMFORT FOR A BEREAVED HEART.

It is sweet to see the Lord’s hand in all His ways of tender,
faithful love towards us, He only loves, Judgment is
passed. Love alone remains for the dear children of His
grace. There is nothing peral in the dispensations of a
Father's hand. He chastens us; but if He does, it is only
“ that we may be partakers of his holiness.” (Heb. xii. 10.)
And, blessed be His name, if the chastening leaves a deep
furrow, in the bereaved heart, it is but a channel through
which the love of our heavenly Father's heart may flow.

This love may be manifested in various ways. Some-
times He gives us a sight and a sense of the wretchedness
and loathsomeness of our own nature, so that we cannot
bear to look at ourselves; and then we are glad to turn to
the blessed Lord and gaze on what we are in Him, who is
in the Father’s presence for us. Such experience had
David, Peter, Paul, and many others.

But sometimes His tender heart will seek to bring about
the same blessed results by sore bereavement. He breaks
one cord of the heart after another, until He comes to the
last, and that, too, must go; for He will have us wholly to
Himself. His love can endure no rivals. ‘
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However, though the relationship be broken on earth, the
*affections are formed anew in resurrection, in connexion
- with Christ, our heavenly centre, where they can never
rmore be interrupted. They are re-set, re-strung, re-estab-
'lished, for ever, in purest, brightest glory'. God must have

us entirely to Himself. He cannot afford to let the affec-

“tions of His children go out after another. But oh! sweet
thought! the cord which He has snapped on earth, He has
joined in heaven, in resurrection life and glory. It is but
the more closely, permanently, and gloriously joined, never,
no néver more, to be undone. Sooner or later, every one
of our heart-strings must be broken, with all that pertains
to self and the world, and be re-strung for a glorious im-
mortality.

All this is divinely true, now, in the blessed Jesus. He
is done with everything that could have kept us from God.
He came, in perfect grace and love, into the state we were
in by sin. Himself absolutely sinless, IIe passed through
‘it all for us. “For in that he himself suffered, being
tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.” (Heb.
ii. 18.) And now He would have us, in reference to these
things; to be as He is—to enter into His joy. He is now
at home in the presence of God, leaving sin, nature, the
world, and all such, behind. And He is now saying to us,
#See what I have done, as you and jfor you. Enter into
the reality, and taste the sweetness of it all. ¢All things

tare yours. Lift up your eyes, and behold the fields of
i glory ; reach hither your hand, and pluck the clusters from
the vine of God. Let God be your joy, your resource, your
:object, as He is mine.”

There is no rest, no resource, but in, the living God—no
happiness but in Him.

“ Who sought it else,
Sought mellow grapes beneath the icy pole;
Sought blooming roses on the cheek of death;
Sought substance in a world of fleeting shade™
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THE DOUBLE PHASE OP THE SECOND
ADVENT.

iv. 13; v. 11.

THESE verses form a very distinct section of thisinstructive
and valuable epistle, in which theinspired apostle sets forth

the two great phases of the advent of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, 1st, That phase of it
bears upon a sorrowing the 2nd, That phase of it

bears upon a rejoicing world.

The Holy Ghost makes use of the same grand truth, at
once to comfort the heart of a weeping saint and to wara
the heart of an exulting The tears of the for-
mer, and the boastings of thelatter, are both met by the
same all-important and most influentia

Now, it is usual to ascribe to death what the apostle here
ascribes only to the Lord'scoming. We frequently hear it
said, when a Chrigtian friend hasdeparted, We shall soon
follow him." Thisisnot what the apostle but quite
thereverse. | would you to beignorant, brethren,
concerning them that have fallen asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope." And why not? Is
it because they were 0 soon to follow them ? By no means.
This be put to death in the place of a returning
Christ. The comfort which the Holy Ghost had to offer to
the bereaved heart of asaint, rested on atotaly different
ground.  For if webedievethat Jesus died and rose again
even 0 aso them that deep in Jesus will God bring with
him." The coming of Christ was S0 near to the apostle's

vividly and so naturally before his as the
proper object of hope, that he can say, wewho are dive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord." The worldly
heart would say, My Lord his but the
true attitude of a in reference to the second advent of
Chrigt, is set forth in the expression, we which are alive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord."

The two great boundaries of the Church's existence, down



