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@hings Few and Old.

SELF-JUDGMENXNT.

THERE are few exercises more valuable or healthful for the
Christian than self-judgment. I do not mean by this the
unhappy practice of looking in upon oneself for evidences
of life and security in Christ. This is terrible work to be

“at. To be looking at a worthless self, instead of at a risen
Christ, is as deplorable an occupation as we can well con-
ceive. The idea which many Christians seem to entertain,
in reference to what is called self-examination, is truly de-
pressing. They look upon it as an exercise which may end
in their discovering that they are not Christians at all.
This, I repeat it, is most terrible work.

No doubt it is well for those who have been building
upon a sandy foundation, to have their eyes opened to see
the dangerous delusion. It is well for such as have been
complacently wrapping themselves up in pharisaic robes, to
have those robes stripped off. It is well for those who have
been sleeping in a heuse on fire, to be roused from their
slumbers. Itis well for such as have been walking, blind-
fold, to the brink of some frightful precipice, to have the
bandage removed from their eyes, so that they may see their
danger, and retreat. No intelligent and well-regulated
mind would think of calling in question the rightness of all
this. But then, fully admitting the above, the question of
true self-judgment remains wholly untouched, The Chris-
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD.

tian is never once taught, in the word of God, to examine
himself with the idea of finding out that he is not a
Christian. The very reverse is the case, as I shall en-
deavour to show.

There are two passages, in the New Testament, which are
sadly misinterpreted. The first is in reference to the cele-
bration of the Lord’s supper: ¢Let a man examine himself,
and so let him eat of this bread, and drink of this eup; for
he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh
judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.”
(1 Cor. xi. 28, 29.) Now, it is usual to apply the term
“unworthily,” in this passage, to persons doing the act,
whereas, it really refers to the manner of doing it. The
apostle never thought of calling in question the christianity
of the Corinthians: nay, in the opening address of his
epistle, he looks at them as “the church of God which is
in Corinth, sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints’” (or
saints by calling). How could he use this language, in the
first chapter, and, in the eleventh chapter, callin question
the worthiness of these saints to take their seat at the
Lord’s supper ? Impossible. He looked upon them as
saints, and, as such, he exhorted them to celebrate the Lord’s
supper in a worthy manner. The question of any but true
Christians being there, is never raised ; so that it is utterly
impossible that the word ‘unworthily ”” could apply to

persons. Its application is entirely to the manner. The

. persons were worthy, but their manner was not; and they
' were called, as saints, to judge themselves as to their ways,

else the Lord might judge them in their persons, as was
already the case. In aword, it was as true Christians they
were called to judge themselves. Ifthey were in doubt as
to that, they were utterly unable to judge anything. I
never think of setting my child to judge as to whether heis
my child or not; but I expect him to judge himself, as to
his habits, else if he do not, I may have to do, by chasten-
ing, what he ought to do by self-judgment. It isbecause I
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Yook upon him as my child, that T witt not allow him fo sit
at my table with soiled garments and disorderly manuers.

The second passage occurs in 2 Corinthians xiii. ¢ Sincc
ye seek & proof of Christ speaking inme........ examine
yourselves.” (Verses 3—5.) The rest of the passage is
parenthetic. The real point is this. The apostle appeals
to the Corinthians themselves as the clear proof that his
apostleship was divine—that Christ had spoken in him—
that his commission was from heaven. He looked upon
them as true Christians, notwithstanding all their confusion;
but, inasmuch as they were seals to his ministry, that min-
istry must be divine, and, hence, they ought not to listen to
the false apostles who were speaking against him. Their
christianity and his apostleship were so intimately con-
nected, that to question the one was to question the other.
It is, therefore, plain that the apostle did not call upon the
Corinthians to examine themselves with any such idea as
that the examination might issue in the sad discovery that
they were not Christians at all. Quite the reverse. In
truth, it is as if I were to produce a real watch to a person,
and say, “ Since you seek a proof that the man who made
this is a watchmaker, examine it.”

Thus, then, it seems plain, that neither of the above pas-
sages affords any warrant for that kind of self-examination
for which some contend, which is really based upon a
system of doubts and fears, and has no warrant whatever
in the Word of God. The self-judgment to which I would
call the reader’s attention is a totally different thing. It is
& sacred christian exercise, of the most salutary character.
It is based upon the most unclouded confidence as to our
salvation and acceptance in Christ. The Christian is called
to judge self, because he is, and not to see if he be, a
Christian, This makes all the difference. Were I to ex~
amine gelf for a thousand years, I should never find it to be
aught else than a worthless, ruined, vile thing—a thing
which God has set aside, and which I am called to reckon
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as ‘““dead.” How could I ever expect to get any comfort-
able evidences by such an examination? Impossible. The
Christian’s evidences are not to be found in his ruined self,
but in God’s risen Christ; and the more he can get done
with the former and occupied with the latter, the happier
and holier he will be. The Christian judges himself,
judges his ways, judges his habits, judges his thoughts,
words, and actions, because he believes he is a Christian,
not because he doubts it. If he doubts, he is not fit to

; judge anything., It isasknowing and enjoying the eternal
stability of God’s grace, the divine efficacy of the blood
of Jesus, the all-prevailing power of His advocacy, the un-
alterable authority of the Word, the divine security of the
very feeblest of Christ’s sheep—it is as entering, by the
teaching of God the Holy Ghost, into these priceless realities,
that the true believer judges himself. The human idea
of seif-examination is founded upon unbelief. The divine
idea of self-judgment is founded upon confidence.

But, let us never forget that we are called to judge our-
selves. If we lose sight of this, nature will soon get ahead
of us, and we shall make sorry work of it. The most de-
voted Christians have a mass of things which need to be
judged, and, if they are not habitually judged, they will
assuredly cut out abundance of bitter work for them. If
there be irritability or levity, pride or vanity, natural in-
dolence or natural impetuosity—whatever there be that
belongs to our fallen nature, we must, as Christians, judge
and subdue that thing. That which is abidingly judged
will never get upon the conscience. Self-judgment keeps
all our matters right and square; but, if nature be not
Jjudged, there is no knowing how, when, or where it may
break out, and produce keen anguish of soul, and bring
gross dishonour upon the Lord's name. The most grievous
cases of failure and declension may be traced to the neglect
of self-judgment in little things. There are three distinet
stages of judgment, namely, self judgment, church judg-
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ment, and divine judgment. If a man judges himself, the
assembly is kept clear. If he fail to do so, evil will break
out in some shape or form, and then the assembly is in-
volved ; and if the assembly fail to judge the evil, then
God maust deal with the assembly. If Achan had judged
the covetous thought, the assembly would not have become
involved. (Joshua vii.) If the Corinthians had judged
themselves in secret, the Lord would not to have had to
judge the assembly in public. 1 Cor. xi.

AlLl this is deeply practical and soul-subduing, May all
the Lord’s people learn to walk in the cloudless sunshine
of His favour, in the holy enjoyment of their relationship,
and in the habitual exercise of a spirit of self-judgment!

Pt S ———— &

A PRESENT SALVATION.

DurING the late and present revivals, many truths, of
great and vital importance, have been brought prominently
before the professing Church. For the acknowledgment
and maintenance of these, the Church is now responsible.
If the light which God has powerfully and practically
brought in, be rejected, judgment must follow! Light
always brings responsibility. This is the solemn position
‘in which the Church is now placed. The revival has
greatly increased her responsibilities. And not only as to
truth, but also as to the increase of ¢ lambs * and “sheep,”
which need constant pastoral care. While we have much
to be truly thankful for, we have much, very much to be
accountable for. The Church is God’s witness on the
earth; “the pillar and ground of the truth,” and the
«channel of grace and truth to souls. It is also spoken of as
a “candlestick,”—a light-bearer. Hence, it is always a
solemn thing to trifie with, or reject, the light which God
"vouchsafes to give, either in the case of an individual, or in
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the case of the professing Church at large. * He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith uato the
ehurches.,” (Rev. ii., iii.)

The following truths appear to us to have been gra-
© clously revived, in many quarters of late. What may
* have been formerly held and taught doctrinally, have been
lately manifested amongst us, in living power and blessed
reality. Glory be to God!

I. The truth as to the presence and power of the Holy
Ghost on the earth, has been convineingly displayed, in
numberless cases of happy conversion, without the inter-
vention of human instrumentality. Who could fail to be
convinced that the Holy Ghost Himself is present and
acting in divine power ? Soulshave been brought, in spirit
to Christ in heaven, by the working of the Holy Ghost
on the carth. Oh! that His presence, hereafter, may be
duly acknowledged, and His sovereign rule and authority
fully submitted to, See John xiv., xv., xvi.; Acts ii.

II. The blessed Lord Jesus, as the risen Man o glory,
has been seen and enjoyed, as the one object of the soul’s
confidence and delight. He has been revealed by the Holy
Ghost as such, to many hearts. Hence, we do not now
hear, as we once did, merely of such an one having made a
profession of religion, but of such an one having been
brought to Jesus, made happy in Him, and bearing the
tirst fruits of the Spirit, which are “love, joy, and peace.”
This is a glorious truth! occupation with a heavenly Object

is the only way of making us heavenly in our thoughts,

affections, and practical ways. Phil. iii.
III. The knowledge of a present salvation, to all who

believe in Jesus. Not merely a hope that all may end well,

if the best endeavours are put forth, but the happy assurance
that all is now well, and shall be well for cver, by the pure
grace of God.

1V. The power and various uses of prayer, and prayer-
meetings. 'These have been multiplied in some quarters,
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nearly a hundred-fold. What a reviving! May we never
witness a falling away! ¢“Pray without ceasing.” (1
Thess. v. 17.)

V. Many who had lost sight of the solemn, yet cheering
truth of the Lord’s coming, are now, ¢ Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” (Titus ii.) How often
have we heard of late, such expressions as, ¢ Surely the
time is short. The coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
Is not the Lord rapidly gathering out His own? Surely,
He will, ere long, be here Himself” May this blessed
truth be maintained in living power, in our hearts, until we
are wrapt in clouds to meet the Lord in the air. (1 Thess.
iv. 14, 18. 1 Cor. xv. 51, 58.)

Surely the revival of such deeply precious truths, is a
rich blessing to the Church, from its exalted Head in glory.
It is like a fresh trust committed unto her. And we have
not been called to learn them from the lips of some great
teachers whom the Lord might have sent, as He has done
in former times; but from the practical exhibition of His
living grace in thousands of precious souls.  Our lesson is
to be learnt, in their present and eternal blessing. And
they remain before us, as the Epistle of Christ, written not
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in
tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart. (2 Cor.
iii. 3.) May the epistle never become blotted and difficult
to read, and may the Church be true and faithful to her
new, and increased responsibilities.

But we must also bear in mind, that those truths which
have been most graciously revived in many quarters; and
which have come home to many hearts with all the freshness
and power of something quite new, are, nevertheless
abundantly taught in the Holy Scriptures. There they
are to be met with, richly strewed on every page. If they
were not previously seen and enjoyed, the fault is not in
Scripture. Take, for example, the everywhere needed, yet

252
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much overlooked truth, of a present salvation to the believer
in Jesus. No truth is less enjoyed by a large majority of
christians, and yet, no truth is more plainly, or frequently
taught in Scripture. We will conclude these reflections,
by referring to one or two passages on this point.

Turn with me, in the first place, to John v. 24, ¢Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from death
unto life.” This is the Lord’s own declaration as to the
yresent condition of those who believe the gospel—the
truth here presented. Nothing could be more pointed and
solemn, He begins with a, ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto
you.” It i only the voice of Jesus that can speak peace to
a troubled soul, and give the full assurance of a present
salvation. Only let the weary and heavy laden listen unto
Him, and it shall be so. “I say unto you.” This is the
voice of Jesus. “He that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me.” This is the truth to be believed—
the gospel of the grace of God. If has its source in God,
and “God is love.” It flows from the heart of God, the
fountain of redeeming love, and Jesus is the channel of that
lIove to us. It is elsewhere called, ¢ the gospel of God....
concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. i. 1-3.)

Now, my dear reader, this is what Jesus would have you
and me firmly to believe. Namely, that every blessing to

- the sinner, flows from the heart of God as its source, and
comes to us,in the Person, and through the work, of the
Lord Jesus Christ. When we truly believe this, we are
drawn to God in Christ, as to the One who loves us, and
sent His only begotten Son to die for us, that we might
not only be saved, but brought back to Himself, and made
happy in His love for ever. (See John iii. 14—18. 1 John
iv. 8, 19. 1 Pet.iii. 18.) This truth, when believed, wing
the confidence of our hearts, and we trust in Jesus, as our
Saviour, knowing that God is glorified, and has His own joy
in our salvation.



A PRESENT SALVATION. 9

And now, mark the three grand consequences of faith
in the word of Jesus. First, the possession of everlasting
life. It is a present reality. ¢ Hath everlasting life.”
Not, observe, may, at some future period, have it, but
“hath” it now, at this present time. Secondly, *And
shall not come into condemnation.” The believer is now,
completely, and for ever justified. He can never again, even
stand in judgment. He stands in Christ, and with Christ.
And he is just as safe as Christ Himself, being, by faith,
one with Him. Thirdly, ¢ Butis passed from death unto
life.” The state of the believer is entirely and for ever
changed. He has passed from a condition of death in
trespasses and sins, into one of life, forgiveness, and complete
Jjustification. This is the present condition of every believer
in Christ Jesus, without one exception. Surely this is a
present salvation, and an everlasting salvation. The life,
standing, and condition of the soul, are all completely
changed. Christ Himself is the life, standing, and condition
of the believer in the sight of God. To know this, is light
to the eyes, peace to the conscience, and joy to the heart.
But oh! my dear reader, hear it, learn it, believe it, from
the lips of Christ Himself.

Turn now, to Luke vii. 36—50. Here, we find a poor,
distressed soul at the feet of Jesus. The only right place
for such. But Jesus is much engaged with Simon and his
friends. Will He attend to this poor, disreputable sinncrs
at once, and before them all? Oh, yes! He will; He docs.
And His loving, gracious, tender heart is so filled with her
case, that He seems to pay mo morc attention either to
Simon or his friends, save to shew them, how much he
values her weeping love, above all that self-righteousness
can do. -The poor woman’s tears and kisses, were a richer
feast, and more refreshing to His heart, then anything
Simon had set before Him.

But mark, especially, the three blessings, which he said
were now hers. First, “ And he said unto her, thy sins
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are forgiven.” It was not something, you perceive, yet to be
done, but something already done. It was an accomplished,
a present reality. “ Thy sins are forgiven.” Secondly,
“Thy faith hath saved thee,” she was already saved. It was
done. Thy faith—thy confidence in me as thy Saviour,
¢hath saved thee.” Not, observe, her tears, her kisses, or
her ointment, precious as these were to the heart of Jesus;
but her ¢faith.” This is encouraging ; for suck humility is
often wanting. Tew come up to the measure of this poor
woman. But, blessed be God, wherever there is simple
Jaith, there is a present salvation.  Thirdly, * Go in peace.”
All is now peace to the soul, and peace with God. The
voice of Jesus speaks peace to herself. Everything that
was against her has been put away, on the ground of the
sacrifice of Christ. Such are God’s ways of wondrous
grace, with every sinner that falls at the feet of Jesus for
mercy.

But some one who reads this paper may say, ¢ This is
just where I am, T know. And none but the Lord Himself
knows the depths of distress I have passed through in
my soul, and the tears I have shed. But I cannot feel
that the heavy burden of my sins is removed, and I am
still an utter stranger to peace. Why is this?” Only one
reason, beloved reader, can be given for the continuance of
such a state of soul. And that is, you are not listening to,
and believing what Jesus is saying to you. You are listen-
ing to the suggestions of your own mind, and guided by
the feelings of your own heart. Shut your ears against
every voice but that of Jesus, and you will soon be happy.
You have yet to learn this all-important prineiple, namely,
that you must believe a thing, before you can feel it. You
must believe that your sins ave forgiven before you can feel
it—you must believe that you are saved before you can feel
it—you must believe that you have peace, before you can
feelit. If, as you say, you are at the fect of Jesus, in
earnest about your soul, and looking to Him alone for salva-
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tion, then, believe, oh, believe His word. He is saying
to you, as plainly as words can say anything, “thy sins are
forgiven, thy faith Aath saved thee, go in peace.” ¢Only
believe,” and you will be quite happy, and rejoicing. How
could you be otherwise, if you believed His word? But
how can you expect to find rest to your soul, before you
believe the truth that declares you have peace? And let
there be no half work, believe it fully, allow no doubt or
question to arise in your mind. Hear Christ Himself
saying these precious words to you. What would you have
thought, if, when Jesus, in such love and tenderness, said to
this poor woman at His feet, “thy sins are forgiven,” she
had said to Him, ¢ Well, I hope they are.” Could anything
have been more wounding to the heart of Jesus? Well,
and what have you been doing all this time? And what
are thousands of His dear ones doing? Though it may be
in ignorance, and in much tenderness of soul, still, they are
wounding His patient, loving heart, with their unworthy
doubts and fears. Surely when He says, thy sins are for-
given, you ought implicitly, and with all your heart, to
believe it, and doubt no more for ever. His word never
changes, and your condition never can, in His sight. You
may experience many changes of mind aund feeling within
yourself, but your life, standing, and condition in Christ
are like Himself, unchangeable. ]

May your soul get a firm hold of the precious words of
Jesus, in all their divine fulness and simplicity, and rcjoide
before Him in the happy assurance of your own perfect and
present salvation.

‘Who trust unto the Lamb,
‘Whom we in heaven see,

Are cleans’d by blood from guilt and shame,
From condempation free.

This union ne'er shall break,
Though earth’s strong columns bow,
The strong, the tempted, and the weak,
Are one in Jesus now.
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JEHOVAH'S TENDER CARE.

(AN BXTEACT.)

“¢ AND, now, as to the second class of statutes contained in
our section, namely, those which so touchingly bring out
divine tenderness and care. Take the following, “And
when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not °
wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou
gather the gleanings of thy barvest. And thou shalt not
glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape
of thy vineyard, thow shalt leave them for the poor and
stranger ; I am the Lord your God.” (chap. xix. 9, 10.)
This ordinance will meet us again in chap. xxiii; but there we
shall see it in its dispensational bearing. Here we contem-
plate it morally, as unfolding the precious grace of Israel’s
God. He would think of *the poor and stranger,” and He
would have His people think of them likewise. When the
golden sheaves were being reaped, and the mellow clusters
gathered, “the poor and stranger ™ were to be remembered
by the Israel of God, because Jehovah was the God of Israel.
The reaper and the grape-gatherer were not to be governe
by a spirit of grasping ecovetousness, which would bare the
.corners of the field, and strip the branches of the vine; but
rather by a spirit of large-hearted, generous benevolence,
which would leave a sheaf and a cluster, for *the poor and
stranger,” that they, too, might rejoice in the unbounded
goodness of Him whose paths drop fatness, and on whose
open hand all the sons of want may confidently wait.

The book of Ruth furnishes a fine example of one who
fully acted out this most benevolent statute. “And Boaz
said unto her, (Ruth) At meal time come thou hither, and
eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And
she sat beside the reapers, and he reached her parched corn,
and she did eat, and was sufficed and left. And when she
was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men,






