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’@’hingss New and OI4.

THE TWO LINKS.

THERE are two very important links in Christianity which
we should seek to understand, namely, first, the link of
everlasting life; and, secondly, the link of personal com-
munion. These links, being perfectly distinet, should never
be confounded ; and, being in.timately connected, should
_pexexr.be. separated. The former is the ground of our
seeurity ; the latter, the secret spring of our enjoyment and
the source of all our fruitfulness. That can never be
broken ; this may be snapped by a thousand things.

Seeing, then, that these links are of such immense im-
portance, let us reverently and prayerfully enter upon the
examination of them in the divine light of inspiration.

And, first, then, as to the precious link of everlasting
life, we cannot possibly do better than quote & few plain
passages of scripture setting forth whence it comes, what it
is, when, and how, it is formed.

But, first of all, it must be distinetly borne in mind
that man, in his natural state, knows nothing of this link,
“ That which is born of the flesh is flesh.”” There may be
much that is truly amiable, great nob111ty of character,
great generosity, strict integrity; but there is no eternal
life. The first link is unknown, It matters not how you
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD.

cultivate and elevate nature, you cannot, by any possibility,
form the grand link of everlasting life. You may make it
moral, learned, religious, but so long as it is mere nature,
there is no eternal life.  You may select all the very finest
moral virtues, and concentrate them in one individual, and
that individual may never have felt so much as a single
pulsation of everlasting life. It is not that these virtues
and qualities are not good and desirable in themselves ; no
one in his senses would question that. Whatever is morally
good in nature is to be estimated at its proper value, No
one would think, for a moment, of placing a sober, in-
dustrious, amiable, well-principled man on a level with
a drunken, idle, cross-grained spendthrift. Looked at from
a social and moral point of view, there is, obviously, a
wide and very material difference. Baut, be it clearly under-
stood, and well-remembered, that we can never by the finest
virtues and noblest qualities of the old creation purchase
a place in the new ; we can never by all the excellencies of
the first Adam, even if concentrated in one individaal,
establish a title to membership in the Second. The two
are totally distinet—the old and the new—the first and the
Second. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
- that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” ¢ Therefore, if
any man be in Christ he is a new creation; old things are
passed away ; behold all things are become new.”
. Nothing can be more explicit, nothing more conclusive,
than the last quoted passage from the fifth chapter of
Second Corinthians. ¢ Old things,” of what kind soever
they be, “are passed away.” They are not recognized as
having any existence in the new creation, wherein, *all
things are of God.” The old foundation has been com-
pletely removed, and new foundations laid in redemption.
Nor is there so much as a single particle of the old material
worked up into the new. ¢ All things are become new "—
“ All things are of God.” The old creation *bottles”
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have been flung aside, and redemption bottles set in their
stead, The old creation * garment” has been cast away,
and the new, the spotless robe of redemption, substituted.
In this fair robe man’s hand never wove a thread, nor set a
stitch. How do we know? How can we speak with such
confidence and authority ? For the best of all reasons,
because the divinely authoritative, and therefore absolutely
conclusive voice of holy scripture declares that, in the new
ereation, ¢ A4/ things are of God.” The Lord be praised
that it is so! It is this that makes all so secure—that
places” all so entirely beyond the reach of the enemy’s
power. He cannot touch anything or anyone in the new
creation, Death is the limit of Satan’s domain. The
grave forms the boundary of his dominion. But the new
creation begins at the other side of death—it opens upon
our enraptured gaze at heaven’s side of that tomb where
the Prince of Life lay buried—it pours the brilliant beams
of its glories around us in the midst of a scene where
death can never enter, where sin and sorrow are un-
known, where the hiss of the serpent can never be heard,
nor his hateful trail be seen. ¢ All things are of God.”"

Now, it would remove a host of difficulties and perplexi-
ties, and simplify matters amazingly, if this point of the
new creation were clearly understood. If we look around on
what ig called the religious world, or the professing church,
what do we see? A large amount of effort to improve
man, in his Adamie, his natural, or old creation condition.
Philanthropy, science, philosophy, religion, are all brought
into play ; every species of moral leverage is brought to
bear, for the purpose of raising man in the scale of exist-
ence. What do men mean when they talk, as they often
do, of “elevating the masses?” How far can they go in
their operations? To what point can they elevate them ?
Can they raise them into the new creation? Clearly not,
seeing that in that creation all things are of God.
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But, further, who, or what, are these “ masses” that are
sought to be elevated ? Are they born of the flesh, or born
of the Spirit? Of the flesh confessedly and assuredly.
Well, then, ¢ That which is born of the flesh is flesh.”
You may elevate it as high as you please. You may apply
the most powerful lever, and raise it to the very loftiest
point attainable. Educate, cultivate, sublimate it as you
will. Let science, philosophy, religion (so-called), and
philanthropy bring all their resources to bear; and what
has been done? You cannot make it spirit—you cannot
bring it into the new creation—you cannot form the first
grand link of everlasting life. You have done absolutely
nothing towards man’s best, his spiritual, his eternal
interests. You have left him still in his old Adamic state,
his old creation circumstances; you have left him in his
liahbilities, his responsibilities, his sing, his guilt; you have
left him exposed to the righteous wrath of a sin-hating
God. He may be more cultivated in his guilt, but he is
guilty all the while. Cultivation cannot remove guilt;
education cannot blot out sins; civilization cannot remove
from man’s horizon the dark and heavy clouds of death
and judgment.

Let us not be misunderstood. We do not want to make
little of education or ecivilization, true philanthropy or
true philosophy. We say, distinctly, let them go for what
they are really worth, let them be estimated at their true
value. We are ready to allow as large a margin as may
- be demanded, in which to insert all the possible advantages
of education, in all its branches; and having done so, we
return with accumulated foree to cur grand thesis, namely,
that in “elevating the masses,” you are elevating that
which has no existence before God, ne place in the new
creation; and we repeat it, with emphasis, and urge it with
energy, that until you get the soul into the new creation,
you have done absolutely nothing for it, with respect to
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eternity, to heaven, and to God. True, you may smooth
man’s way through this world; you may remove some of
the roughnesses from the highway of human life; you
may dandle the flesh in the delusive lap of luxury and
ease; all this you may do, and much more; yon may
wreath man’s brow with every species of laurel that ever
was won in the various arenas in which men have carried
on the competitive struggle for fame ; yon may adorn his
name with all the titles that ever were bestowed by mortal
upon his fellow mortal, and after all this, you may leave
bim in his sins, and exposed to death and eternal damna-
tion. If the first grand link be not formed, the soul is
like a vessel broken from her moorings, and driven over the
watery waste, without either rudder or compass.

Now, we most earnestly desire to press this point upon
the attention of the reader. We deeply feel its immense
practical importance. We believe there is hardly any truth
to which the devil offers more fierce and constant opposi-
tion than the truth of the new creation. Ie knows
well its mighty moral influence, its power to lift the soul
up out of present things, to produce deadness to the world,
and practical and habitual elevation above the things of
time and sense. Hence his”efforts to keep people ever en-
gaged in the hopeless work of trying to elevate nature and
improve the world. He has no objection to morality, to
religion as such, in all its forms. He will even use
Christianity itself as a means of improving the old nature.
Indeed his masterpiece is to tack on the Christian religion
as a “new piece” upon the “old garment” of fallen
nature. You may do what you like, provided you leave
man in the old creation; for Satan knows full well that so
long as you leave him there, you have left him in his
clutches. All in the old creation 1s in the grasp of Satan,
and within the full range of his guns. All in the new
creation is beyond him. ¢ He that is born of God keepeth
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himself and that wicked one toucheth him not.” It is not
said that the believer keepeth himself and that wicked one
toucheth him not. The believer is a complex being, having
two natures—the old and the new, the flesh and the Spirit,
and if he does not watch, ¢ that wicked one” will speedily
touch him, upset him, and cut out plenty of sorrowful work
for him. But the divine nature, the new creation, cannot
be touched, and so long as we walk in the energy of the
divine nature, and breathe the atmosphere of the new cre=-
ation, we are perfectly safe from all the assaults of the
enemy.

And, now, let us proceed to enquire how it is we get into
the new creation—how we become possessed of the divine
nature—how this link of everlasting life is formed. A
quotation or two from the word will suffice to open this
point to us. ¢ God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.” Mark these words,
reader, observe the connection, ¢Believeth in him?” —
¢ Have everlasting life.”” This is the link—simple faith,
Thus it is we pass from the old creation, with all its
belongings, into the new creation with all its belongings.
This is the precious secret of the new birth—faith wrought
in the soul by the grace of God the Holy Ghost—faith that
takes God at His word, that sets to its seal that God is
true —faith that links the soul with a risen Christ, the
Head and beginning of the New Creation.

Take another quotation, ¢ Verily, verily, I say unto you,
he that heareth my words, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into judg-
ment ; but is passed from death unto life.” Here is the
link again. ¢ Believeth on me”— Hath everlasting life.”
Nothing can be more simple. By natural birth we enter the
precincts of the old creation, and become heirs of all that
appertained to the first Adam. By spiritual birth, we
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enter the precinets of the new creation, and become the
heirs of all that appertains to the Second Adam. And if
it be asked, what is the secret of this great mystery of the
spiritual birth? the answer is, “Faith.” ¢He that be-
lieveth on me.” Henece, if the reader is one who believes
in Jesus, according to the language of the above passages,
he is in the new creation—he is a possessor of the divine
nature—he is linked on to Christ, by a link which is per-
fectly indissoluble. Such an one can never perish. No
power of earth or hell, men or devils can ever snap that
link of everlasting life which connects all Christ’s members
with their risen Head in glory, and with one another.

And let the reader note particularly that, in reference to
the link of eternal life, and its formation, we must take
God's thoughts in place of our own; we must be governed
exclusively by the word of God, and not by our own vain
reasonings, foolish imaginings, and ever changing feelings.
Moreover, we must be careful not to confound the two
links which, though intimately connected, are perfectly
distinet. 'We must not displace them, but leave them in
their divine order. The first does not depend upon the
second ; but the second flows out of the first. The second
is as much a link as the first; but it is second, and not
first. All the power and malice of Satan cannot snap the
first link ; the weight of a feather may’snap the second.
The first link endureth for ever; the second may be broken
in a moment. The first link owes its permanency to the
work of Christ fur us, which was finished on the cross, and
to the word of God Z0o us, which is settled for ever in
heaven ; the second link depends upon the action of the
Holy Ghost in us, which may be, and alas! is, interfered
with by a thousand things, in the course of a single day.
The former isbased upon Christ’s victory for us; the latter
is based upon the Spirit's victories i us.

Now, it is our firm conviction that thousands get shaken as
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8 THINGS NEW AND OLD.

to the reality and perpetuity of the first link of everlasting
life, by reason of failure in the maintenance of the second
link of personal communion. Something occurs to snap
the latter, and they begin at once to question the ex-
istence of the former. This is a mistake; but it only
serves to show the immense importance of holy vigilance
in our daily walk so that the link of personal communion
may not be broken by sin, in thought, word, or deed; or
if it should be broken, of having it instantly restored by
self-judgment and confession, founded upon the death and
advocacy of Christ. Itis an undeniable fact, confirmed by
the sad experience of thousands of true saints of God, that
when the second link is snapped, it is next to impossible to
realize the first.  And this, though so vitally important to
us, is, in reality, but a secondary thing; for, surely, the
suspension of our communion is a small thing when com-
pared with the dishonour done to the cause of Christ, and
the grief offered to the Holy Ghost by that which occa-
sioned the suspension.

May the Spirit of God work in us mightily to prodace
watchfulness, prayerfulness, seriousness, and earnestuess;
that nothing may occur to interrupt cur communion, but
that the two links may be understood and enjoyed in their
due place and order, to the glory of God by us, the stabi-
lity of our peace in Him, and the integrity and purity of
our walk before Him !

——0r@l 00—

ECCLESIASTES AND THE CANTICLES.

Tae soul is much instructed by the different purpose of
the Spirit of God in Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon.
Placed together, as I may say, in the progress of the oracles
of God, they may naturally be looked at together, one pen-
man also, under the Divine Author, being employed in both,
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and they will be found to read our souls very different,
though consistent Iessons.

In Ecclesiastes we are taught that ¢he that drinketh of
these waters shall thirst again;” in the Song we learn
that ‘“he that drinke'h of the water that Christ giveth
shall never thirst.”

In Ecclesiastes the soul is presented as having full
capacity to try everything under the sun. Solomon had
been raised up as such an one. What could any man do
which he could not do? What, within range of human at-
tainments, was beyond him? He could say, and it was
not a vain boast, “ What can the man do that cometh after
the king ? ” meaning himself. (Eccles. ii. 12.) And the only
answer ig, “ even that which hath been already done.” No
one had, or could have, the command of more extended
rescurces than he had, because God had so exalted and
appointed him. He commanded wealth, and houours, and
pleasures, and learning, all manner of such various stores
of delights were found with him. He could wield the
instruments, and traffic in the markets of all human,
natural, earthly, and carnal attainments and treasures,
without stint and difficulty, and he tried them to the full,
he tried them in all their variety, as he eloquently tells us
in his Ecclesiastes. He found, however, that they would
not do, they left his heart a parched ground and wilder-
ness still. Instead of raising music there, it was all and
only “vexation of spirit” that was felt, and “ vanity” that
was uttered over it all. Ile that drank those waters
thirsted still.

In the Song the soul is differently affected altogether.
1t is in a different attitude and with a different experience.
It Las but one object but that one is enough. It is satisfied,
and never for a moment thinks of looking for a second. It
has * the beloved”” and cares for nothing else.

The soul, here, it is true, has its grief as well as in Ecclesi-
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astes, Butitisa grief of an entirely different character.
Here, it sighs aver its want of capacity to enjoy s object
Jully ; there, as we saw, it sighed over the insufficiency of its
object, having full capacity to prove all that it was with.
“ Draw me, we will run after thee,” is the fond language
of the heart here. It seeks for nothing but Jesus, but la-
ments that it is not nearer to Him, more intimate with Him,
more fully and altogether with Him. ¢Isleepbutmy heart
waketh, ”’ tells us, in like measure, that want of power in
wakefulness is felt, but no want of an object, as indeed the
sequel of that fervent breathing discloses ; for when that
drowsy soul is questioned about its object, it recounts His
beauties from head to foot, and thinks not for a moment of
searching for another,

Such is the experience here, and such the character of
the grief of the heart. It is conscicus want of capacity to
do the object presented justice, to answer its worth wor-
thily—a grief that deeply honours it, and, I may say,
hallows it, and we want a little more of this in ourselves.
We want to find in Jesus a full and satisfying object, a
corrective for the wanderings of the heart, which, till
it fixes rightly on Him, will, in the spirit of Eccle-
siastes, go about and still say, *“ Who will show us any
good?” The building of palaces, the planting of vine-
yards, the getting of singing men, and singing women,
and musical instruments of all sorts, the multiplying of
the children of men, all the trammels of the heart should
end at the discovery of Jesus. Thus will the grief of the
soul change—then, as in the Canticles, it will be sorrow
over our want of capacity in ourselves to enjoy what we
have reached in the blessed assurance that there is no
defect or insnfficiency in our portion itself. For he that
“ drinketh of that water shall never thirst.”

—C OB O—
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MEDITATIONS.

Song of Solomon vii. 1—35.

“ How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince’s
daughter,”  The spouse of the King is again minutely
surveyed, and addressed by a new title. O prince's
daughter.” Her connection with reyalty is now acknow-
ledged. She is brought into the closest relationship with
the King. This is manifest to all. When Messiah takes
the throne, according to the plain and foreible language of
the forty-fifth psalm, this will be her place. There we
read, « Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of
Ophir.” When He enters the scene, and takes the throne
of his father David, every thing is changed in Isracl.
What a c¢hange for Jerusalem! What a change for the
Jewish people! Jerusalem will have the first place, and
all the cities of Judah shall own it. The eartA’s blessing
will also come in then threugh the exaltation of the Jews.
“ Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom
thou mayest make princes in all the earth.”

And now, hear, as it were, his first address from the
throne to His beloved people. “ Hearken, O daughter, and
consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own
people and thy father’s house; so shall the king greatly
desire thy beauty ; for He is thy Lord, and worship thou
him.” It is no lcnger the glory of the fathers—Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, but the brighter glory of the true seed
royal of the house of Judah. Christ s allin all. He who
foves righteousness and hates wickedness, proves Him-
self fit to govern. In righteousness and in judgment, He
has brought in the full triumph and glory of the Jewish
people. He has led them on to vietory over the heads of
all their foes, He who led them inte captivity, is now a
captive in the bottomless pit. Christ is on the throne, and
all his enemies are made His footstool. And now, the
people are to look to Him, not to the futhers, in whom they
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have hitherto boasted. * We be Abraham’s seed,” was
ouce their empty boast, to the lowly Jesus; but every
thing is changed new. Hence the emphatic word to the
daughter of Zion; ¢ Forget thine owm people, and thy
Sather's hovse : so shall the Lmr,r greatly desire thy beauty
Jor ke is thy Lord ; and worship thou him.?

But has this beautiful address from the lips of Jesus»
though as King of the Jews, no voiee to thee, my soul?
Is it only fit for Israel? Far from it, I would say, In
spirit, and in principle, ¥t is plainly applicable to all
Christ’s disciples now. * Abide in me”—* Follow me,”
are still deeper, No sooner is a soul converted to Jesus,
than it should, in that sense, forget, and turn away from,
all its old asscciations. Everything contrary to His will,
or that would hinder us in carrying out His will, should
be given up, and, as it were, forgotten. The application of
the passage is easy, provided we are prepared to give up
our hearts to Him. “ My son, give me thine heart, and
let thine eyes observe my ways,” is surely a falr demand,
at all times, from Him who gave Himself for ns. His
devotedness to ws is complete. He kept nothing back; He
gave all.  He loved us, and gave Himself for us. Not
enly His life, true and blessed as that is, but He gave
Himself. 'The cross, of course, is the strongest expression
of His love that we can ever have. Butin giving Himself,
He gives all that He 7, as the Man Christ Jesus—the
Saviour of sinmers. Observe, especially, I pray thee, the
greatness of this gift —HIMSELF! And also, the giver—
HE, gave Himself. All His qualities—all His excellencies,
are given in this gift. This is love—this is devotedness—
this is consecration. He keeps baek nothing from us;
His love is perfect. He— Himself, is mine,

Now I have found a friend,
Jesus is mine ;

His love shall never end,
Jesus is mine.



MEDITATIONS,

We have a full Christ, adored and blessed be His

May we alow that would diminish to the soul
His we count sdif, and all that belongs to it,

dross. His wisdom, His righteousness, His peace, His
joy, His His short, the perfection of His
work, His more abundant life in and the glory
of His are the believer's in the gift of Himself.

Take one illustration of this marvellous truth, and see that

fully understand this mystery of perfect love, O my

It is written, that He made peace through the

blood of his cross." Peace," in this connexion, means

We are reconciled, our peace is made, a-

cording to the perfection of His work on the cross. But it
is also written, Peace | leave with you, my peace |

unto Here, does not mean reconciliation,
Christ's own peace. My peace answering to
the glory of Person, which He leaves to us as a legacy
in this troubled scene. And He gives not as the world
the world gives a and keeps a part, but He,
gives all. Oh, what What has love not
what a ground of for the heart in this umn
speakable gift. To know that Jesusis isto know

the sweetness of full peace, and quiet rest, in His own

blessed presence. But if there be such a ground for

dencein this gift, Oh, what a motive there is, for whole-

hearted entire consecration  body, soul,

and spirit to the blessed May we know the oonfi-

dence, and act from the motive. May our love be the fair
of His.

Thine eye the love,

A love producing love reciprocal,

Which Thy being's course,

As face toface in water

Yea, asone by gate,
waveless mirrors may behold

The faithful transcript of



