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Things Nelo and O,

THE MANNA DESPISED.
(Numbers xi,)

“ AND when the people complained, it displeased the Lord ¢
and the Lord heard it ; and his anger was kindled ; and the
fire of the Lord burnt among them, and consumed them
that were in the uttermost parts of the camp. And the
people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto
the Lord, the fire was quenched. And he called the
name of the place Taberah; because the fire of the Lord
‘burnt among them. And the mixed multitude that was
among them fell a lusting; and the children of Israel also
wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? We
remember the fish which we did eat in Egypt freely; the
cucumbers and the melons, the lecks and the onions and
the garlic. But now our soul is dried away; there is no-
thing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes.”

Here the poor human heart lets itself thoroughly out.
Its tastes and its tendencies are made manifest. The
people sigh after the land of Egypt, and cast back wistful
looks after its fruits and its fleshpots. They do not say
aught about the lash of the taskmaster and the toil of the
brickkilns. There is total silence as to these things. No-
thing is remembered now, save those resources by which
Egypt had ministered to the lusts of nature.

How often is this the case with us! When once the
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD.

heart loses its freshness in the divine life—when heavenly
things begin to lose their savour—when first love declines
—when Christ ceases to be a satisfying and altogether
precious portion for the soul—when the word of God and
prayer lose their charm, and become heavy, dull, and
mechanical ; then the eye wanders back toward the world,
the heart follows the eye, and the feet follow the heart.
We forget, at such moments, what the world was to us
when we were in it, and of it. We forget what toil and
slavery, what misery and degradation we found in the ser-
vice of sin and of Satan, and think only of the gratification
and ease, the freedom from those painful exercises, con-
flicts, and anxieties wl . attend upon the wilderness path
of God's people.

A1l this is most sad, and should lead the soul into the
most profound self-judgment. Tt is terrible when those
who have set out to follow the Lord begin to grow weary
of the way and of God’s provision. How dreadful must
those words have sounded in the ear of Jehovah, “But
now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside
this manna, before our eyes.” Ah, Israel, what moxe didst
thou need? Was not that heavenly food enough for thee?
Couldst thou not live upon that which the hand of thy God
had provided for thee?

Do we count ourselves free to ask such questions? Do
we always find owr heavenly manna sufficient for us?
‘What means the frequent inquiry raised by professing
Christians as to the right or wrong of such and such
worldly pursuits and pleasures? Have we not even heard
from the lips of persons making the very highest profes-
sion, such words as these, “ How are we to fill up the day?
‘We cannot be always thinking about Christ and heavenly
things, we must have a little recreation.” Is not this
somewhat akin to Israel’s language in Numbers xi.? Yes
truly; and as is the langnage, so is the acting. We prove,
alas! that Christ is not cnough for the heart by the pal-



v

THE MANNA DESPISED. 3

pable fact of our betaking ourselves to other things. How
often, for example, does the Bible lie neglected for bours,
while the light and worthless literature of the world is
greedily devoured. 'What mean the well-thumbed news-
paper and the almost dust-covered Bible? Do not these
things tell a tale? Is not this despising the manna, and
sighing after, nay devouring, the leeks and onions?

‘We specially call the attention of young Christiang to
that which is now before us. We are deeply impressed
with a sense of their danger of falling into the very sin of
Israel, as recorded in our chapter. No doubt we are all
in danger; but the young amongst us are peculiarly so.
Those of us who are advanced in life are not so likely to
be drawn away by the frivolous pursuits of the world—by
its concerts, its flower-shows, its pleasure-parties, its vain
songs and light literature. But the young will have a
dash of the world. They long to taste it for themselves.
They do not find Christ an all-sufficient portion for the
heart, they want recreation.
~ Alas! alas! what a thought! How sad to hear a Chris-
tian say, “T want some recreation. How can I fill up the
day? I cannot be always thinking of Jesus.” We should
like to ask all who speak thus, How will you fill up
eternity ? Shall not Christ be sufficient to fill up its
countless ages? Shall you want recreation there? Will
you sigh-for light literature, vain songs, and frivolons
pursuits there P

It will, perhaps, be ‘said, “We shall be different then.”
In what respect? We have the divine nature—we have
the Holy Ghost—we have Christ for our portion—we
belong to heaven—~we are brought to God. “But we have
an evil nature in us.” Well, are we to cater for that? Is
it for that we crave zecreation ? Must we try to help our
wretched flesh, our corrupt nature, to fill up the day? Nay
we are called to deny it, to mortify, to reckon it dead.c
This is christian recreation. This is the mode in which
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the saint is called to fill up his day. How is it possible
for us to grow in the divine life, if we are only making
provision for the flesh? Egypt's food cannot nourish the
new nature ; and the great question for us is this, Which
do we really mean to nourish and cherish—the new or the
old? It must be obvious that the divine nature cannot
possibly feed upon newspapers, vain songs, and light
literature ; and hence, if we give ourselves in any measure
to these latter, our souls must wither and droop.

May we have grace to think of these things, to think
seriously. May we so walk in the Spirit that Christ may
ever be a satisfying portion for our hearts. Had Israel in
the wilderness walked with God, they never could have
said, “ Our soul is dried away : there is nothing at all, be-
side this manna, before our eyes.” That manna would
have been quite enough for them. And so with us. If
we really walk with God in this wilderness world, our
souls shall be satisfied with the portion that He gives, and
that portion is a heavenly Christ. Can He ever fail to
satisfy? Does He not satisfy the heart of God? Does
He not fill all heaven with His glory? Is He not the
theme of angels’ song, and the object of their adoring
homage and wondering worship? Is He not the one
grand subject of everlasting counsels and purposes? Doth
not the history of His ways overlap eternity ?

What answer have we to give to all these quevies?
‘What but a hearty, unreserved, unhesitating YES? Well,
then, is not this blessed One, in the deep mystery of His
Person, in the moral glory of His ways, in the brightness
and blessedness of His character—is not He enough for
our hearts? Do we want aught beside? Must we get the
newspaper or some light magazine to fill up the vacuum in
our souls? Must we turn from Christ to a flower-show or
a concert ?

Alas, that we should have to write thus! It is most sad;
but it is most needful, and we here put this question most
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pointedly to the reader: Dost thou really find Christ in-
sufficient to satisfy thy heart? Hast thou cravings which
He does not fully meet ? If so, thou art in a very alarming
condition of soul, and it behoves thee to look at once, and
to look closely, into this solemn matter. Get down on thy
face before God in honest self-judgment. Pour out thy
heart to Him. Tell Him all. Own to Him how thou hast
fallen and wandered—as surely thou must have done when
God’s Christ is not enough for thee. Have it all out in
secret with thy God, and take no rest until thou art fully
and blessedly restored to communion with Himself—to
heart fellowship with Him about the Son of His love.

0O SO, OO

A WORD TO THE EVANGELIST.

We trust it may not be deemed out of place if, at the
commencement of a new year, we venture to offer a word
of counsel and encouragement to all who have been and are
engaged in the blessed work of preaching the gospel of the
grace of God* We are, in some measure, aware of the
difficulties and discouragements which attend upon the path
of every evangelist, whatever may be his sphere of labour
or measure of gift; and it is our heart’s desire to hold up
the hands and cheer the hearts of all whomay be in danger
of falling under the depressing power of these things. We
increasingly feel the immense importance of an earnest,
fervent gospel testimony everywhere ; and we dread exceed-
ingly any falling off therein. We are imperatively called

* We sometimes hear persons speak of “ the gospel of the glory,”
as though it were something different from the gospel of the grace
of God. We suppose they mean to give prominence to the great
truth that Christ is in the glory. But surely we must never forget
that the One who is in the glory was nailed to the cross and buried
in the grave. This was what Paul preached. 1 Cor. xv. 1—4.
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to “do the work of an evangelist,” and not to be moved
from that work by any argumernts or considerations what-
soever.

Let none imagine that, in writing thus, we mean to de-
tract, in the smallest degree, from the value of teaching,
lecturing, or exhortation. Nothing is further from our
thoughts. “These things ought ye to have done, and not
to leave the other undone.” We mean not to compare the
work of the evangelist with that of the teacher, or to exalt
the former at the expense of the latter. Each has its own
proper place, its own distinctive interest and importance.

But is there not a danger, on the other hand, of the
evangelist abandoning his own precious work in order to
give himself to the work of teaching and lecturing? Is
there not a danger of the evangelist’'s becoming merged in
the teacher? We fear there is; and it is under the influ-
ence of this very fear that we pen these few lines. We
observe, with deep concern, some who were once known
amongst us 28 earnest and eminently successful evangelists,
now almost wholly abandoning their work and becoming
teachers and lecturers.

This is most deplorable. We really want evangelists. A
true evangelist is almost as great a rarity as a true pastor.
Alas! alas! how rare are both! The two are closely con-
nected. The evangelist gathers the sheep; the pastor feeds
and cares for them. The work of each lies very near the
heart of Christ—the Divine Evangelist and Pastor; buf it
is with the former we have now more immediately to do—
to encourage him in his work, and to warn him against the
temptation to turn aside from it, We cannot afford to lose
a single ambassador just now, or to have a single preacher
silent. We are perfectly aware of the fact that there is
in some quarters a strong tendency to throw cold water
upon the work of evangelization. There is a sad lack of
sympathy with the preacher of the gospel; and, as a neces-
sary consequence, of active co-operation with him in his
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work, Further, there is a mode of speaking of gospel
preaching which argues but little sympathy with the heart
of Him who wept over impenitent sinners, and who could
say, at the very opening of His blessed ministry, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor.” (Isaiah Ixi.; Luke iv.)
And again, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may
preach there also : for therefore came I forth.” Marki. 33.

Our blessed Lord was an indefatigable preacher of the
gospel, and all who are filled with His mind and spirit will
take a lively interest in the work of all those who are seek-
ing in their feeble measure to do the same. This interest
will be evinced, not only by earnest prayer for the divine
blessing upon the work, but also by diligent and persever-
ing efforts to get immortal sonls under the sound of the
gospel.

This is the way to help the evangelist, and this way lies
open to every member of the Church of God—man, woman,
or child. All can thus help forward the glorious work of
evangelization. If each member of the assembly were to
work diligently and prayerfully in this way, how different
would it be with the Lord’s dear servants who are seeking
to make known the unsearchable riches of Christ.

But, alas! how often is it otherwise. How often do we
hear even those who are of some repute for intelligence and
spirituality, when referring to meetings for gospel testimony,
say, “Oh! I am not going there; it is only the gospel.”
Think of that! ¢ Only the gospel.” If they would put the
idea into other words, they might say, “ It is only the heart
of God—only the precious blood of Chnst——onl 'y the glo-
rious record of the Holy Ghost.”

This would be putting the thing plainly. Nothing is
more sad than to hear professing Christians speak in this
way. It proves too clearly that their souls are very far
away from the heart of Jesus. We have invariably found
that those who think and speak slightingly of the work of the
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evangelist are persons of very little spirituality ; and on the
other hund, thie most devoted, the most true hearted, the best
taught saints of God are always sure to take a profound
interest in that work. How could it be otherwise ? Doth
not the voice of holy scripture bear the clearest testimony
to the fact of the interest of the Trinity in the work of the
gospel ? Most assuredly it does. "Who first preached the
gospel? Who was the first herald of salvation? Who
first announced the good news of the bruised seed of the
woman? The Lord God Himself, in the garden of Eden.
This is a telling fact in ccnnection with our theme. And
further, let us asgk, who was the most earnest, laborious and
faithful preacher that ever trod this earth? The Son of
God. And who has been preaching the gospel for the last
eighteen centuries? The Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven.

Thus then we have the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost all actually engaged in the work of evangelization;
and if this be so, who are we to dare to speak slightingly
of such a work? Nay, rather may our whole moral being
be stirred by the power of the Syirit of God so that we may
be able to add our fervent and deep amen to those precious
words of inspiration, “ How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of
good things ! Isaiah lii. 7; Rom, x. 15.

But it may be tiut these lines shall be scanned by some
one who has been engaged in the work of preaching the
gospel, and is beginning to feel rather discouraged. It
may be he has been called to preach in the same place for
years, and he feels burdened by the thought of having to
address the same rudience, on the same subject, week after
week, month after :nonth, year after year. He may feel at
a loss for something new, something fresh, some variety.
He may sigh for some new sphere, where the subjects which
are familiar to him will be new to the people. Or, if this
cannot be, he may feel led to substitute lectures and expo-
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sitions for the fervid, pointed, earnest preaching of the
gospel.

If we have in any measure set forth the reader's feelings
on this subject, we think it will greatly help him in his
work to bear in mind that the one grand theme of the true
evangelist is Christ. The power to handle that theme is
the Holy Ghost. The one to whom that theme is to be
unfolded is the poor lost sinner. Now, Christ is ever new;
the power of the Holy Ghost is ever fresh; the soul's con-
dition and destiny ever intensely interesting. Furthermore,
it is well for the evangelist to bear in mind, on every fresh
occasion of rising to preach, that his unconverted hearers
are totally ignorant of the gospel, and hence he should
preach as though it were the first time they had ever heard
the message, and the first time he had ever delivered it.
For, be it remembered, the preaching of the gospel, in the
divine acceptation of the phrase, is not a mere barren state-
ment of evangelical doctrine—a certain form of words enun-
ciated over and over again in wearisome routine. Far,
very far from it. The gospel is really the large loving
heart of Grod welling up and flowing forth toward the poor
lost sinner in streams of life and salvation. It is the pre-
sentation of the atoning death and glorious resurrection of
the Son of God; and all this in the present energy, glow,
and freshness of the Holy Ghost, from the exhaustless mine
of holy scripture. Moreover, the one absorbing object of
the preacher is to win souls for Christ, to the glory of God.
For this he labours and pleads; for this he prays, weeps,
and agonizes ; for this he thunders, appeals, and grapples
with the heart and conscience of his hearer. His object is
not to teach doctrines, though doctrines may be taught ;
his object is not to expound scripture, though scripture may
be expounded. These things le within the range of the
teacher or lecturer; but let it never be forgotten, the
preacher’s object is to bring the Saviour and the sinner
together—to win souls to Chxist. May God by His Spirit

133-2
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keep these thiiigs ever before our hearts, so that we may have
a deeper interest in the glorious work of evangelization !

‘We would, in conclusion, merely add a word of exhorta-
tion in reference to the Lord’s day evening. We would,
in all affection, say to our beloved and honoured fellow
labourers, seek to give that one hour to the great business
of the soul's salvation. There are 168 hours in the week,
and surely it is the least we may devote one of these to
this momentous work. It so happens that during that
interesting hour we can get the ear of our fellow-sinner.
Oh! let us use it to pour in the sweet story of God’s free
love and of Christ’s full salvation.

¢¢ Call them in’’—the poor, the wretched,
Sin-stained wanderers from the fold ;
Peace and pardon freely offer ;
Can you weigh their worth with gold ?
¢¢ Call them in"—the weak, the weary,
Laden with the doom of sin;
Bid them come and rest in Jesus
He is waiting—¢ call them in.”

¢ Call them in”’—the Jew, the Gentile;
Bid the stranger to the feast:
¢¢ Call them in”’—the rich, the noble,
From the highest to the least.
Forth the Father runs to meet them,
He hath all their sorrows seen;
Robe, and ring, and royal sandals
Wait the lost ones—* call them in,”

‘¢ Call them in”—the broken-hez;rted,

Cowering ’neath the brand of shamej

Speak love’s message low and tender,
*Twas for sinners Jesus came.

See, the shadows lengthen round us,
Soon the day-dawn will begin ;

Can you leave them lost and lonely ?
Christ is coming—** call them in.”
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SHORT PAPERS ON CHURCH HISTORY;
ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES.
(Rev. ii., iii.)

INTRODUCTION.

RarHER more than three years ago, two papers appeared
in this Magazine, under the title of “ Philadelphia.” These
were afterwards published separately as a little book, with
a few foot notes from church history. The re-appearance
of these papers, in their new form, first suggested the
thought of the proposed forthcoming papers under the
above title.

Many of our readers, we know, have neither the time
nor the opportunity for reading the voluminous works that
have been written from time to time on the history of the
Church. Still, that which has been the dwelling place of
God for the last eighteen hundred years, must be a subject
of the deepest interest to all His children. We speak not
now of the Church as it is often represented in history,
but as it is spoken of in scripture. There it is seen in its
true spiritual character, as the body of Christ, and as the
“ habitation of God through the Spirit.” Eph. ii.

‘We must always bear in mind, when reading what is
called a history of the Church, that from the days of the
apostles until now, there have been two distinet, and widely
different, classes of persons in the professing church: the
merely nominal, and the real—the true, and the false.
This was predicted. * For I know this,” says the apostle,
“that after my departure shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves
ghall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them.” (Acts xx.) His second epistle to
Timothy is also full of warnings and directions as to the
various forms of evil which were then but too plainly mani.
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fest. A rapid change for the worse had taken place from
the time that his first epistle was written. He exhorts the
truly godly to wak in separation from those who had
a fom of godliness, but who denied the power thereof.

such," he says, "turn away." Such exhortations

are dways needed, aways as now as
then. We cannot separate ourselves from Christendom,
without up but we can and ought to

separate ourselves from what the apostle calls  vessds
to dishonour." The promise is, that if a man purge
himsdf from these, heshall  avessdl unto honour, sancti-
fied, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every
good work."

Itis painfully mark the df-
ference on this point between the first and the second
epistlesto Timothy. In the first, the Church is spoken of

to its true character and position on the
earth. Thereit is seen as the house of deposi—
tary and display of truth to man. In the second epidtle, it
is spoken of aswhat it had become through the failure of
those into whose hands it had entrusted.

Take one passage from each epistle in illustration.

1. Thesethings write | unto hoping to come
shortly. But if | tarry long, that thou know
how thou oughtest to thyself in the house of God,

thepillar and ground of the truth. (1 Tina 14, 15)
2. Butin a great house there are not only vessels of gold
and of silver, also of wood and of and some to

honour, and some to dishonour." Here al is
changed. In place of divine order, there is hopeless
in place of the house of God, the pillar and

ground of truth,” there is a great

the mystery of iniquity." In place of the house being
according to the will of God and suitable for Him, it
was arranged and ordered according to the will of man,
and for ~ own persona advantage and exaltation. Thus



