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"RECONCILED AND SAVED." 

"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by tk« dfiitk of ki> Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
tkafl be saved by his life." Romans v. 10. 
• If ever there was a moment in the which it was important 
to set forth the great foundation truths of Christianity, it is 
just now. The enemy is seeking, by every means in his 
power, to loosen the foundations of our faith—to weaken 
the authority of holy scripture over the heart and conscience 
—to introduce, in the most specious and fascinating forms, 
deadly error, in order to draw away the soul from Christ 
and His word. 

It may, perhaps, be said, " This is an old story." No 
doubt; it is as old as the second epistle to Timothy: second 
epistle of Peter, and Jude. But it is a new story also ; and 
while we do not feel it to be our work, as the conductors of 
" Things New and Old," to grapple, in a controversial way, 
with popular errors and evils, we do believe it to be our 
sacred duty to set forth and maintain constantly those 
grand, solid, fundamental truths which are our only safe¬ 
guard against every form of doctrinal error and moral 
pravity. 

Hence it is that we feel called upon, at the opening of 
tmr Volume for 1870, to draw the attention of our readers 
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I THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

to that very weighty passage which stands at the head of 
this paper. It is one of the fullest and most comprehensive 
statements of foundation doctrine to be found within the 
compass of the Volume of God. Let us meditate for a 
little upon it. 

In examining the context in which this passage stands, 
we find four distinct terms hy which the inspired writer sets 
forth the condition of man, in his unconverted state. He 
speaks of him as "without strength" This is what we 
may call a negative term. Man is utterly powerless, 
•wholly incapable of doing aught toward his own deliver¬ 
ance. He had been tried in every possible way. God had 
tested him and proved him, and found him absolutely good 
for nothing. When placed in Eden, in the midst of the ten 
thousand delights which a beneficent Creator had poured 
around him, he believed the devil's lie rather than the truth 
of God. (Gen. iii.) When driven out of Eden, we see him 
pursuing a career of evil—" evil only"—evil continually— 
until the judgment of God falls upon the whole race, with 
one solitary exception—Noah and his family. (Gen. vi.—viii.) 
Further, when in the restored earth man is entrusted with 
the sword of government, he gets drunk and exposes himself 
to contempt in the very presence of his sons. When entrusted 
with the holy office of the priesthood, he offers strange fire. 
(Lev. v.) When entrusted with the high office of king, and 
enriched with untold wealth, he marries strange wives and 
worships the idols of the heathen. 2 Chron. xj. 

Thus, wherever we trace man—the human race, we see 
nothing but the most humiliating failure. Man is proved 
to be good for nothing—" without strength." 

But there is more than this. Man is " ungodly." He is 
not only powerless as to all that is holy and good, but also 
without one single moral or spirilual link with the living 
and true God. Examine the unrenewed heart, from its 
centre to its circumference, and you will not find so much 
as oae true thought about God, or one right affection toward 
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(Jod, There may be a great deal that is amiable and 
attractive in the way of nature—much that is morally 
lovely in the eyes of men—many social virtues, and excel¬ 
lent qualities. Human nature, even in its ruins, may 
exhibit much of all these; just as the visible creation—this 
earth on which we live—displays, spite of its ruined and 
groaning condition, many splendid traces of the master hand 
that formed it. 
- All this is perfectly true, and perfectly obvious; and 
moreover, it must ever be taken into account, in dealing 
with the great question of man's standing and condition. 
There is an ultra way of speaking of the sinner's state 
which is much more likely to stumble and perplex the mind 
than to convict the conscience or break the heart. This 
should be carefully avoided. We should ever take account 
of all that is really good in human nature. If we look at 
the case of the rich young ruler, in Mark x., we must see 
that the Lord recognized something lovable in him, for we 
read that " Jesus beholding him, loved him," though we 
have no warrant whatever to suppose that there was aught 
of divine work in his soul, seeing that he turned his back 
upon Christ, and preferred the world to Him. But there 
was evidently something most attractive in this young man 
—something very different indeed from those gross, coarse, 
and degraded forms in which human nature ofttimes clothes 
itself. 

Now, we cannot but judge that the man who, in writing 
or discoursing upon the sinner's moral and spiritual state, 
would ignore or lose sight of those moral and social dis¬ 
tinctions, does positive damage to the cause of troth, and 
neutralizes the very object which we must believe he has in 
view. If, for example, we approach an amiable, upright, 
frank, and honourable person, and, in a sweeping manner, 
reduce him to a dead level, or place him in the same cate¬ 
gory with a crooked, cross-grained, scheming, dishonest, 
contemptible character, we only drive him away hi irrita-
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tion and disgust. Whereas, on the other hand, if we recog¬ 
nize whatever is really good; if we allow—as scripture 
most surely does—a sufficient margin in which to set down 
all that is morally and socially excellent even in fallen 
humanity, we are, to speak after the manner of men, much 
more likely to gain our end, than by injudiciously ignoring 
those distinctions, which, inasmuch as they clearly exist, it 
is the height of folly to deny. Still, it holds good—and let 
the reader solemnly consider the weighty fact—that man— 
the very best, the very fairest specimen—is "without 
strength," and "ungodly." Nor is this all. The apostle does 
not rest, in mere negatives. He not only tells us what man 
is not, but he goes on to tell us what he is. He gives us 
both sides of this great question. He not only declares 
that, " When we were without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly;" but he adds that, " God commend-
eth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us." 

Here,-then, we have the positive activity of evil—the 
actual energy of self-will. For, be it remembered, sin is 
doing our own will, in whatever line that will may travel, 
whatever form it may assume. It may present itself to our 
view in the shape of the grossest moral pravity, or it may 
array itself in the garb of a cultivated and refined taste ; 
but it is self-will all the while, and self-will is sin. It may 
be only like the acorn—the mere seed; but the acorn contains 
the wide spreading oak. Thus the heart of the newly born 
infant is a little seed-plot in which may be found the germ of 
every sin that ever was committed in this world. True, each 
seed may not germinate or bring forth fruit; but the seed is 
there, and only needs circumstances or influences to unfold 
it. If any one be kept from gross outward sins, it is not 
owing to a better nature, but simply to the fact of his sur¬ 
roundings. All men are sinners. All by nature do their 
own will. This stamps their character. "All have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God." From the days of 
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fallen Adam to this moment—well nigh six thousand years, 
=ti»ere has been but one solitary exception to this solemn and 
terrible rule—only One who never sinned—never did His 
own will, and that is the blessed Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
though God over all blessed for ever, yet, having become a 
man, He surrendered His own will completely, and did ever 
and only the things that pleased His Father. From the 

-manger to the cross, He was ruled, in all things, by the 
! will and the glory of God, He was the only perfect spot¬ 
less man that ever trod this sin-stained earth—the only 
fair untainted sheaf that ever appeared in the field of this 
world—"the man Christ Jesus," who died for us "sinners" 
—" suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, to bring us 
to God." 

What marvellous grace ! what soul-subduing love ! what 
amazing mercy! Oh! how it should melt these hearts 
of ours! Think, dear reader—think deeply of this love, 
this grace, this mercy. Dwell upon it until thy whole soul 
is absorbed in the contemplation of it. We are painfully 
insensible and indifferent. Indeed there is nothing more 
humbling than our culpable, our shameful indifference to a 
Saviour's love. We seem content to take salvation as the 
result of His cross and passion—His agony and grief—His 
ineffable sorrow, while, at the same time, our hearts are 
cold and indifferent to Him. He left the bright heavens, 
and came down into this dark and sinful world for us. He 
went down into the gloomy depths of death and the grave. 
He endured the hiding of God's countenance, which in¬ 
volved more intense anguish to His precious soul than all 
that men and devils, earth a-nd hell could do—He sank in 
deep waters, and went down into the horrible pit and into 
the miry clay—all this He did for us "sinners," when we 
were " ungodly," and " without strength;" and yet how little 
we think of it! How little we dwell upon it! How little 
we are moved by the record of it! 

The remembrance of this should humble us in the dust, 
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before our precious Saviour-God. The hardness of our 
hearts in the presence of the profound mystery of the cross 
and passion of our Lord Christ is, if possible, a more 
signal and striking proof of our depravity than the sins for 
which He died. 

But we have rather anticipated what may yet come 
before us in the further unfolding of our subject; and we 
shall close this paper with a brief reference to the fourth 
term by which the apostle sets forth our condition in 
nature. This is contained in the verse which forms our 
present thesis: " We were enemies." What a thought! 
We were not merely powerless, godless, sinful; but actu¬ 
ally hostile—in a state of positive enmity against God. 

Nothing can possibly exceed this. To be the enemy of 
God gives the most appalling idea we can possibly have of 
a sinner's state. And yet such is the actual condition of 
the unconverted reader of these lines. He is an enemy of 
God. He may be amiable, polite, attractive, refined, culti¬ 
vated, educated, moral, and even outwardly religious. He 
may occupy the very highest platform of religious profes¬ 
sion—be a church member—a regular communicant—ft 
worker in, the vineyard — a Sunday school teacher — a 
preacher—a minister, and all the while an enemy of God. 

How awful the thought! Oh ! beloved reader, do pause 
and consider, we beseech thee. Give this solemn question 
your undivided attention, just now. Do not put it aside. 
We appeal to thee, with all earnestness, as in the presence 
of Almighty God, of His Son Jesus Christ, and of the 
Eternal Spirit. We adjure thee, by the value of thy 
immortal soul, by the dread reality of the judgment seat of 
Christ, by all the horrors of that lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone, by the worm that never dies, by the 
awful fact of eternity—an eternity in the gloomy shades of 
hell—by the unutterable agony of being separated for ever 
from God, from Christ, and from all that is pure and lovely 
—by the combined force of all these arguments, we do 
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eetnestly and affectionately beseech thee to flee, this mo-
Witt, to the Saviour who stands with open arms and loving 
heart to receive thee. Come to Jesus! Come, now! 
Come, just as thou art! Only trust Him, and thou art safe 
—safe for ever—safe as He. 

(To be continued, if the Lard will.) 

A. SEVENTH LETTER ON EVANGELIZATION. 

December, 1869. 
DEAKEST A , 

Through want of space, I was obliged to close my last 
letter without even touching upon the subject of the 
Sunday School; and, although it involves my extending 
this series of letters into another year, I must devote a 
page or two to a branch of work which has occupied a very 
large place in my heart for thirty years. I should deem 
my series incomplete were this subject left untouched. 

Some may question how far the Sunday School can be 
viewed as an integral part of the work of evangelization. 
I can only say it is mainly in this light I regard it. I look 
upon it as one great and most interesting branch of gospel 
work. The superintendent of the Sunday School, and the 
teacher of the Sunday School class are workers in the wide 
gospel field, just as distinctly as the evangelist or preacher 
of the gospel. 

I am fully aware that a Sunday School differs materially 
from an ordinary gospel preaching. It is not convened in 
the same way, or conducted in the same manner. There is, 
if I may so express myself, a union of the parent, the 
teacher, and the evangelist in the person of the Sunday 
School worker. For the time being, he takes the place of 
the parent—he seeks to do the duty of a teacher; but he 
aims at the object of the evangelist—that priceless object, 
the salvation of the souls of the precious little ones com-
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mitted to his charge. As to the mode in which he gains his 
and—as to the details of his work—as to the varied agencies 
which he may bring to bear, he alone is responsible. 

I am aware that exception is taken to the Sunday 
School on the ground that its tendency is to interfere with 
parental or domestic training. Now, I must confess, 
dearest A—, that I cannot see any force whatever in this 
objection. The true object of the Sunday School is not to 
supersede parental training, but to help it where it exists, 
or to supply its lack where it does not exist. There are, as 
you and I well know, hundreds of thousands of dear chil¬ 
dren who have no parental training at all. Thousands 
have no parents, and thousands more have parents who 
are far worse than none. Look at the multitudes that 
throng the lanes, alleys, and courtyards of our large cities 
and towns, who seem hardly a degree above mere animal 
existence—yea, many of them like little incarnate demons. 
Iiook at the myriads who pour forth from our mills and 
factories, sent thither before they know their alphabet, that 
they may earn money for their parents, who, alas! too 
often spend.their children's earnings as well as their own 
in the gin shop. 

Who can think upon all these precious souls without 
wishing a hearty God speed to all true Sunday School 
workers, and earnestly longing for more thorough earnest¬ 
ness and energy in that most blessed work? 

I say, "true Sunday School workers," because I fear 
that many engage in the work who are not true, not real, 
not fit. Many, I fear, take it up as a little bit of fashion¬ 
able religious work suited to the younger members of 
religious communities. Many, too, view it as a kind of set 
off to a week of self-indulgence, folly, and worldliness. All 
such persons are an actual hindrance rather than a help to 
the sacred service. 

Then again, there are many who sincerely love Christ, 
anil long to serve Him in the Sunday School, but who are 
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.Hot really fitted for the work. They are deficient in tact, 
energy, order, and rule. They lack that power to adapt 
themselves to the children, and to engage their young 
hearts, which is so essential to the Sunday School worker. 
It is a great mistake to suppose that every one who stands 
idle in the market place is fit to turn into this particular 
branch of Christian labour. On the contrary, it needs a 
person thoroughly fitted of God for i t ; and if it be asked, 
" How are we ever to be supplied with suited agents for 
this branch of evangelistic service ?" I reply, Just in the 
same way as you are to be supplied in any other depart¬ 
ment—by earnest, persevering, believing prayer. I am 
most thoroughly persuaded that if Christians were more 
stirred up by God's Spirit, to feel the importance of the 
Sunday School —if they could only seize the idea that it is, 
like the tract depot and the preaching, part and parcel of 
that most glorious work to which we are called, in these 
closing days of Christendom's history—if they were more 
permeated by the idea of the evangelistic nature and object 
of Sunday School work, they would be more instant and 
earnest in prayer, both in the closet and in the public 
assembly, that the Lord would raise up in our midst a band 
of earnest, devoted, whole-hearted, Sunday School workers. 

This is the lack, dearest A—, and may God, in His 
abounding mercy, supply it! He is able, and surely He 
is willing. But then He will be waited on, and enquired 
of; and " He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him." I think we have much cause for thankfulness and 
praise for what has been done in the way of Sunday 
Schools, during the last few years. I well remember the 
time when many of our friends seemed to overlook this 
branch of work altogether. Even now, many treat it with 
indifference, thus weakening the hands and discouraging 
the hearts of those engaged in it. 

But I shall not dwell upon this, inasmuch as my theme 
is the Sunday School, and not those who neglect or oppose 
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it. I bless God for what I see in the way of encourage¬ 
ment. I have often been exceedingly refreshed and de¬ 
lighted by seeing some of our very oldest friends rising 
from the table of their Lord, and proceeding to arrange the 
benches on which the dear little ones were soon to be 
ranged to hear the sweet story of a Saviour's love. And 
what could be more lovely, more touching, or more morally 
suited, than for those who had just been remembering the 
Saviour's dying love to seek, even by the arrangement of 
the benches, to carry out His living words, " Suffer the 
little children to come unto me ?" 

There is very much I should, like to add as to the mode 
of working the Sunday School; but perhaps it is just as 
well that each worker should be wholly cast upon the 
living God for counsel and help as to details. We must 
ever remember that the Sunday School, like the tract 
depot, and the preaching, is entirely a work of individual 
responsibility. This is a grand point, and where it is fully 
understood, and where there is real earnestness of heart, 
and singleness of eye, I believe there will be no great diffi¬ 
culty as to the particular mode of working. A large heart, 
and a fixed purpose to carry on the great work, and fulfil 
the glorious mission committed to us, will effectually deliver 
us from the withering influence of crotchets and prejudices 
—those miserable obstructions to all that is lovely and of 
good report. 

May God pour out His blessing on all Sunday Schools, 
upon the pupils, the teachers, and the superintendents! 
May He also bless all who are engaged, in any way, in the 
instruction of the 'young! May He cheer and refresh their 
spirits by giving them to reap many golden sheaves in their 
own special corner of the one great and glorious gospel 
field! 

Ever believe me, dearest A—, 
Your deeply affectionate 

* * * — 
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SHORT PAPERS ON CHURCH HISTORY; 
&c., &c., &c. 

CHAPTER V. 

HAVTOS briefly sketched the lives of the twelve apostles, we 
naturally come to what may be called the thirteenth— 

THE APOSTLE PAUL. 
In a former paper* we have spoken, of the " conver¬ 

sion," and of the " apostleship" of Paid. We will now 
endeavour to trace his wonderful path, and note some of 
the prominent features of Ms labours. But first of all we 
would gather up what we know of him 

BEFOBE HIS CONVERSION. 

It is very evident, from the few hints that we have in the 
sacred narrative of the early life of Paul, that he was formed 
in a remarkable manner by the whole course of his edu¬ 
cation, for what he was to become, and for what he was 
to accomplish. This was of God, who watched over the 
development of that wonderful mind and heart, from the 
earliest period. (Gal. i. 16.) Then he was known as " Saul 
of Tarsus"—Saul was his Jewish name—the name given 
him by his Jewish parents. Paul was his Gentile name ; 
but we will speak of him as " Saul" until he is named 
" Paul" by the sacred historian. 

TABSTJS was the capital of Cilicia, and, as Paul says, " no 
mean city." It was renowned as a place of commerce, and 
as a seat, of literature. The tutors of both Augustus and 
Tiberius were men of Tarsus. But it will be chiefly 
famous to all time as the birth-place and early residence of 
the great apostle. 

But, though born in a Gentile city, he was " an Hebrew 
x>f the Hebrews." His father was of the tribe of Benjamin, 

* See vol. xii. p. 179. 
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and of the sect of the Pharisees, but settled at Tarsus. By 
some means he had acquired the Roman franchise, as his 
son could say to the chief captain, " But I was free born." 
At Tarsus he learned the trade of tent making. It was a 
wholesome custom among the Jews, to teach every child 
some trade though there might be little prospect of his 
depending upon it for his living. 

When Paul made his defence before his countrymen, 
(Acts xxii.) he tells them, that though born in Tarsus, he 
had been brought up " at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught 
according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers." 
History speaks of Gamaliel as one of the most eminent of the 
doctors of the law; and from the scriptures we learn, that 
he was moderate in his opinions, and possessed of much 
xvorldly wisdom. But the persecuting zeal of the pupil 
soon appears in strong contrast with the master's counsels 
for toleration. 

At the time of Stephen's martyrdom, Saul is spoken of 
as yet a young man, but as consenting to Stephen's death, 
and as keeping the clothes of them that stoned him. His 
conversion is supposed to have taken place about two years 
after the crucifixion; but the exaat date is unknown. 

From Acts ix. we learn, that he made no delay, after his 
conversion, in confessing his faith in Christ to those that 
were around him. " Then was Saul certain days with the 
disciples which were at Damascus: and straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogue that he is the Son of God." 
This new testimony is specially worthy of notice. Peter 
had proclaimed Him as the exalted Lord and Christ: Paul 
proclaims Him in His higher and personal glory, as the 
Son of God. But the time for his public ministry had not 
yet come; he had many things to learn, and, led of the 
Spirit, he retires into Arabia; remains there for three 
years, and returns to Damascus. G-alatians i. 17, 

Strengthened and confirmed in the faith during his 
retirement, he preaches with increased boldness, proving 


