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A MOTTO FOR THE YEAR 1872. 

DEAH READER, we want you to accept a little motto for the 
year on which you have just entered; and, if we mistake 
not, you will find it a precious motto for every year during 
which your Lord may see fit to leave you on this earth. I t 
consists of two short but most weighty passages from the 
divine volume. You will find them in Psalm cxix. The 
first is this: " For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven." (Ver. 89.) The second is this: " Thy word have 
I hid in. mine heart, that I might not sin against thee." 
Verse 11. 

These are, in good truth, golden sentences for the present 
moment. They set forth the true place for the word, 
namely, "settled in heaven," and "hidden in the heart." 
Nor is this all; they also link the heart on to the very 
throne of God, by means of His own word, thus giving to 
the Christian all the stability and all the moral security 
which the divine word is capable of imparting. 

We do not forget—God forbid we should—that in order 
to enter into the power and value of these words, there 
must be faith wrought in the soul by the Holy Ghost. We 
would remember this. But our present subject is not faith, 
nor yet the precious work of the Spirit of God; but simply 
the word of God, in its eternal stability and its holy 
authority. We esteem it an unspeakable mercy and pri¬ 
vilege—in the midst of all the strife and confusion, the 
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discussion and controversy, the conflicting opinions and 
dogmas of men, the ever shifting sands of human thought 
and feeling—to have something "settled." It is a sweet 
relief and rest to the heart that has, it may he, teen tossed 
about for many a long year, on the troubled sea of human 
opinion, to find that there is, after all, and spite of all, that 
on which one may lean with all the calm confidence of 
faith, and find therein divine and eternal stability. 

What a mercy, in the face of the unrest and uncertainty 
of the present moment, to he able to say, " I have gotten 
something settled — settled for ever—settled for ever in 
heaven!" What effect, we may ask, can the bold and 
audacious reasonings of infidelity, or the sickly vapourings 
of superstition have upon the soul that can say, " My 
heart is linked to the throne of God by means of that word 
which is settled for ever in heaven?" None whatever. 
Infidelity and superstition—the two great agents of hell in 
this very day in which we live—can only take effect upon 
those who really have nothing settled, nothing fixed, no link 
with the throne and heart of God. The wavering and 
undecided—those who halt between two opinions, who are 
looking this way and that way, who are afloat, who have no 
haven, no anchorage—these are in imminent danger of fall¬ 
ing under the power of infidelity and superstition. 

We invite the special attention of the young reader to 
all this. We would sound a warning note in the ears of 
such. The present is a moment of deep and awful 
solemnity. The arch-enemy is putting forth every effort to 
sap the very foundations of Christianity. In all directions 
the divine authority and all-sufficiency of holy scripture is 
being called in question. Rationalism is gaining ground, 
to a fearful extent, at our seats of learning, and polluting 
the fountains whence the streams of religious thought and 
feeling are emanating over the land. Truth is at a dis¬ 
count, even amongst those who ought to be its guardians. 
We may, now-a-days, behold the strange sight of professing 
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Christian teachers taking part at meetings where professed 
infidels preside. Alas! alas! men who are professed infidels 
themselves may become pastors and teachers in that which 
"calls itself the Church of God. 

In the face of all this, how precious, how weighty is our 
motto, "For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven!" 
'Nothing can touch this. It is above and beyond the reach 
-of all the powers of earth and hell, men and devils. " The 
word of our God -shall stand for ever." The Lord be praised 
for the sweet and solid consolation of this! 

But let us remember the counterpart: " Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee." 
Here lies the great moral safeguard for the soul in this dark 
and evil day. To have "God's word hidden in the heart is 
the divine secret of being preserved from all the snares of 
the enemy, and from all the evil influences which are a.t 
work around us. Satan and his agents can do absolutely 
nothing with a soul that reverently clings to scripture. 
The man who has learnt, in the school of Christ, the force 
and -meaning of that one commanding sentence, "It is 
written," is proof against all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. 

Dear reader, let us earnestly entreat you to ponder these 
things. Let us remind you that the one grand point for 
the people of God, now and at all times, is obedience. It 
is not a question of power, or of gift, or of external show, 

. or of numbers; it is simply a question of obedience. " To 
obey is better than sacrifice." To obey what? The Church? 
Nay, the Church is a hopeless ruin, and cannot therefore 
be an authority. Obey what? The word of the Lord. 
What a rest for the heavt! What authority for the path! 
What stability for the whole practical career! There is 
nothing like it. It tranquillizes the Spirit in an ineffable 
manner, and imparts a holy consistency to the character. 
It is a divine answer to those who talk of power, boast of 
numbers, point to external show, and profess reverence for 
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antiquity. Moreover, it is the divine antidote for the spirit 
of independence, so rife, at the present day—for the haughty 
uprisings of the human will—the bold assertion of man's 
rights. The human mind is tossed like a ball from super¬ 
stition to infidelity, and can find no rest. It is like a ship 
without compass, rudder, or anchor, driven hither and 
thither. But thanks be to God for all those to whose hearts 
the Holy Ghost has interpreted our motto for 1872. " For 
ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven." " Thy word 
have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee." 

PAPERS ON THE LORD'S COMING. 

1NTHODUCTOBY. 

THE attentive reader of the New Testament will find, in its 
pages, three solemn and weighty facts presented to his view; 
namely, first, That the Son of God has come into this 
world and gone away; secondly, That the Holy Ghost has 
come down to this earth, and is here still; and, thirdly, 
That the Lord Jesus is coming again. 

These are the three great subjects unfolded in the New 
Testament scriptures; and we shall find that each of them 
has a double bearing; it has a bearing upon the world, and 
a bearing upon the Church—upon the world, as a whole, 
and upon each unconverted man, woman, and child, in par¬ 
ticular—upon the Church, as a whole, and upon each 
individual member thereof, in particular. It is impossible 
for any one to avoid the bearing of these three grand facts 
upon his own personal condition and future destiny. 

And, be it noted, we are not speaking of doctrines— 
though, no doubt, there are doctrines—but of facts—facts 
presented in the simplest possible manner, by the various 
inspired writers employed to set them forth. There is no 
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attempt at garnishing or setting off. The facts speak for 
themselves ; they are recorded and left to produce their 
own powerful effect upon the soul. 

I. And, first of all, let us look at the fact that the Son of 
God has been in this world of ours. " God so loved the 
world tliat he gave his only begotten Son." " The Son of 
God has come." He came in perfect love, as the very 
expression of the heart and mind, the nature and character 
of God. He was the brightness of God's glory, and the 
express image of His Person, and yet a lovtly, humble, 
gracious, social man; one who was to be seen, from day to 
day, about the streets; going from house to house; kind 
and affable to all; easily approached by the very poorest; 
taking up little children in His amis, in the most tender, 
gentle, winning way; drying the widow's tears; soothing 
the stricken and sorrowing heart ; feeding the hungry, 
healing the sick; cleansing the poor leper; meeting every 
form of human need and misery; at the bidding of all who 
stood in need of succour and sympathy. " He went about 
doing good." He was the unwearied servant of man's 
necessities. He never thought of Himself, or sought His 
own interest in any one tiling. He lived for others. It 
was His meat and His drink to do the will of God, and 
gladden the sad and weary hearts of the sons and daughters 
of men. His loving heart was ever flowing out in streams 
of blessing to all who felt the pressure of this sin-stricken, 
sorrowful world. 

Here, then, we have a marvellous fact before our eyes. 
This world has been visited—this earth has been trodden 
by that Blessed One of whom we have spoken—the Son of 
God—the Creator and Sustainer of the universe—the lowly, 
self-emptied, and loving, gracious Son of man—Jesus of 
Nazareth—God over all blessed for ever, and yet a spotless, 
holy, absolutely perfect man. He came in love to men— 
came into this world as the expression of perfect love to 
those who had sinned against God, and deserved nothing 
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but eternal perdition because of their sins. He came not 
to crush but to heal—not to judge but to save and to bless. 

What has become of this Blessed One ? How has the 
world treated Him ? It has cast Him out! It would not 
have Him! It preferred a robber and a murderer to thia 
holy, gracious, perfect man. The world got its choice. 
Jesus and a robber were placed before the world, and the 
question was put, " Which will you have ? " What was the 
answer? "Not this man, but Barabbas." "The chief 
priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should 
ask Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor answered 
and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I 
release unto you ? They said, Barabbas." (Matt, xxvii. 
20, 21.) The religious leaders and guides of the people— 
the men who ought to have led them in the right way, 
persuaded the poor ignorant multitude to reject the Son of 
God, and accept a robber and a murderer instead! : 

Reader, remember, you are in a world that has been 
guilty of this terrible act. And not only so, but, unless 
you have truly repented and believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you are part and parcel of that world, and you lie 
under the full guilt of that act. This is most solemn. The 
whole world stands charged with the deliberate rejection 
and murder of the Son of God. We have the testimony 
of no less than four inspired witnesses to this fact. Mat¬ 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John, all bear record that the whole 
world—the Jew and the Gentile—kings and governors, 
priests and people—all classes, sects, and parties agreed to 
crucify the Son of God—all agreed to murder the only 
perfect man that ever appeared on this earth—the perfect 
expression of God—God over all blessed for ever. We 
must either pronounce the four Evangelists to be false 
witnesses, or admit that the world as a whole, and each 
constituent part thereof, is stained with the awful crime 
of crucifying the Lord of glory. 

This is the true standard by which to measure the 
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world, and by which to measure the condition of every 
unconverted man, woman, and child in the world. If I 
want to know what the world is, I have only to reflect that 
the world is that which stands charged before God with the 
deliberate murder of His Son. Tremendous fact! A fact 
which stamps the world, in the most solemn manner, and 
places it before us in characters of appalling blackness. 
God has a controversy with this world. He has a question 
to settle with it—an awful question—the mere mention of 
which should make men's ears to tingle and their hearts to 
quake. A righteous God has to avenge the death of His 
Son. It is not merely that the world accepted a vile 
robber and murdered an innocent man; this, in itself, 
would have been a dreadful act. But no; that innocent 
man was none other than the Son of God, the beloved of 
the Father's heart. 

What a thought! The world will have to account to 
God for the death of His Son—for having nailed Him to a 
cross between two thieves! What a reckoning it will be! 
How red will be the day of vengeance! How awfully 
crushing the moment in the which God will draw the sword 
of judgment to avenge the death of His Son! How utterly 
vain the notion that the world is improving! Improving! 
—though stained with the blood of Jesus. Improving!— 
though under the judgment of God for that act. Improving! 
—though having to account to a righteous God for its treat¬ 
ment of the beloved of His soul, sent in love to bless and 
save. What blind fatuity! What wild folly ! Ah! no; 
reader, improvement there can be none till the besom of 
destruction and the sword of judgment have done their 
terrible work in avenging the murder — the deliberately 
planned and determinedly executed murder—of the blessed 
Son of God. We cannot conceive any delusion more 
fatally false than to imagine that the world can ever be im¬ 
proved while it lies beneath the awful curse of the death of 
Jesus. That world which preferred Barabbas to Christ 
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can know no improvement. There is nought before it save-
the overwhelming judgment of God. 

Thus much as to the weighty fact of the absence of Jesus, 
in its bearing upon the present condition and future destiny 
of the world. But this fact has another bearing. It bears 
upon the Church of God as a whole, and upon the indivi¬ 
dual believer. If the world has cast Christ out, the 
heavens have received Him. If man has rejected Him, 
God has exalted Him. If man has crucified Him, God 
has crowned Him. We must carefully distinguish these 
two things. The death of Christ, viewed as the act of the 
world—the act of man—involves nought but unmitigated 
wrath and judgment. On the other hand, the death of 
Christ, viewed as the act of God, involves nought but full 
and everlasting blessedness to all who repent and believe. 
A passage or two from the divine word will prove this. 

Let us turn, for a moment, to the sixty-ninth psalm, 
which so vividly presents our blessed and adoi-able Lord 
suffering from the hand of man, and appealing to God for 
vengeance. " Hear me, 0 Lord; for thy lovingkindness is 
good: turn unto me according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies. Aad hide not thy face from thy servant; 
for I am in trouble: hear me speedily: draw nigh unto my 
soul, and redeem it: deliver me, because of mine enemies. 
Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my 
dishonour: mine adversaries are all before thee. Reproach 
hath broken a y heart, and I am full of heaviness: and I 
looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for 
comforters, but I found none. They gave me also gall for 
my meat, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 
Let their table become a snare before them : and that 
which should have been for their welfare, let it become a 
trap. Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and 
make their loins continually to shake. Pour out thine 
indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take 
hold of them," &c. Verses 16—28. 
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All this is deeply and impressively solemn. Every word 
of this appeal will have its answer. Not a sj'llable of it 
shall fall to the ground. God will assuredly avenge the 
death of His Son. He will reckon with the world—with 
man for the treatment which His only begotten Son has 
received at their hands. We deem it right to press this 
home upon the heart and conscience of the reader. How 
awful the thought of Christ making intercession against 
people! How appalling to hear Him calling upon God for 
vengeance upon His enemies! How terrible will be the 
divine response to the cry of the injured Son ! 

But let us look at the other side of the picture. Turn to 
the twenty-second psalm, which presents the Blessed One 
suffering under the hand of God. Here the result is wholly 
different. Instead of judgment and vengeance, it is univer¬ 
sal and everlasting blessedness and glory. " I will declare 
thy name unto my brethren; in the midst of the congrega¬ 
tion will I praise thee. Ye that fear the Lord, praise him ; 
all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye 
the seed of Israel My praise shall be of thee in the great 
congregation; I will pay my vows before them that fear 
him. The meek shall eat and be satisfied ; they shall 
praise the Lord that seek him: your heart shall live for 
ever. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee. For the kingdom is the Lord's; and 
he is the governor among the nations A seed shall serve 
him; it shall be accounted to the Lor J for a generation. 
They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a 
people that shall be born, that he hath done this." Ver. 2:2-31. 

These two quotations present, with great distinctness, the 
two aspects of the death of Christ. He died, as a martyr, 
for righteousness, under the hand of man. For this man 
will have to account to God. But He died, as a victim, 
for sin, imder the hand of God. This is the foundation of 
all blessing to those that believe in His Name. His 
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martyr sufferings bring down wrath and judgment upon a 
godless world: His atoning sufferings open up the ever¬ 
lasting well-springs of life and salvation to the Church, to. 
Israel, and to the whole creation. The death of Jesus 
consummates the world's guilt; but secures the Church's 
acceptance. The world is stained, and the Church purged, 
by the blood of the cross. 

Such is the double bearing of the first of our three great 
New Testament facts. Jesus has come and gone—come, 
because God loved the world—gone, because the world 
hated God. If God were to ask the question—and He 
will ask it—" What have you done with my Son ?" What 
is the answer? " We hated Him, cast Him out, and cruci¬ 
fied Him. We preferred a robber to Him." 

But, blessed for ever be the God of all grace, the Chris¬ 
tian, the true believer, can look up to heaven and say, " My 
absent Lord is there, and there for me. He is gone from 
this wretched world, and His absence makes the entire 
scene around me a moral wilderness—a desolate waste." 

He w not here. This stamps the world with a character 
unmistakable in the judgment of every loyal heart. The 
world would not have Jesus. This is enough. We need 
not marvel at any tale of horror now. Police reports, 
grand jury calendars, the statistics of our cities and towns 
need not surprise us. The world that could reject the 
divine personification of all human goodness, and accept a 
robber and a murderer instead, has proved its moral turpi¬ 
tude to a degree not to be exceeded. Do we wonder when. 
we discover the hollowness and heartlessness of the world ? 
Are we surprised when we find out that it is not to be 
trusted? If so, it is plain we have not interpreted aright 
the absence of our beloved Lord. What does the cross of 
Christ prove? That God is love? N^ doubt. That 
Christ gave His precious life to save us from the flames of 
an everlasting hell? Blessedly true, all praise to His 
peerless name! But what does the cross prove as regards 
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the world ? That its guilt is consummated, and its judgment 
sealed. The world, in nailing to the cross the One who was 
perfectly good, proved, in the most unanswerable manner, 
that it was perfectly bad. " If I had not come and spoken 
unto them, they had not had sin; but now they have no 
cloke for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father 
also. If I had not done among them the works which none 
other man did, they had not had sin; but now have they 
both seen and hated both me and my Father. But this 
cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written 
in their law, They hated me without a cause." John xv. 22-26. 

II . But we must now glance, for a moment, at our second 
weighty fact. God the Holy Ghost has come down to this 
earth. It is now over eighteen long centuries since the 
Blessed Spirit descended from heaven ; and He has been 
here ever since. This is a stupendous fact. There is a 
Divine Person on this earth; and His presence—like the 
absence of Jesus—has a double bearing: it has a bearing 
upon the world, and a bearing upon the Church—upon the 
world as a whole, and upon every man, woman, and child 
therein; upon the Church as a whole, and upon every in¬ 
dividual member thereof in particular. As regards the 
world, this auaust Witness descended from heaven to convict 
it of the terrible crime of rejecting and crucifying the Son 
of God. As regards the Church, He came as the blessed 
Comforter, to take the place of the absent Jesus, and com¬ 
fort by His presence and ministry the hearts of His people. 
Thus, to the world, the Holy Ghost is a powerful Gonvicter; 
to the Church He is a precious Comforter. 

A passage or two of holy scripture will establish these 
points in the heart and mind of the pious reader who bows 
in lowly reverence to the authority of the divine word. 
Let us turn to the sixteenth chapter of John's Gospel. 
" But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of 
you asketh me, Whither goest thou ? But because I have 
said these things unto you, sorrow hajili filled your heart. 
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Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you 
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 
And when he is come, he will convict (̂ Af'yjeil the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment. Of sin, because 
they believe not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my 
Father, and ye see me no more ; of judgment, because the 
prince of this world is judged." Versus o—11. 

Again, in John xiv. we read, " If ye love me, keep my 
commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but 
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you." Verses 15—17. 

These quotations prove the double bearing of the presence 
of the Holy Ghost. We cannot attempt to dwell upon this 
subject in this brief introduction; but we trust the reader 
may be led to study it for himself, in the light of holy 
scripture ; and we are persuaded that the more he thus 
studies it, the more deeply he will feel its interest and 
immense practical importance. Alas ! that it should be so 
little understood; that Christians should so little see what 
is involved in the personal presence of the Eternal Spirit, 
God the Holy Ghost, on this earth—its solemn conse¬ 
quences as regards the world, and its precious results as 
regards the assembly as a whole, and each individual 
member in particular. 

Oh! that God's people everywhere may be led into a 
deeper understanding of these things; that they may con¬ 
sider what is due to that divine Person who dwells in them 
and with them; that they might have a jealous care not to 
" grieve" Him in their private walk, or " quench" Him in 
their public assemblies! 

We shall, if God permit, enter, in our next number, upon 
the tliird fact, which is the immediate subject of the series 


