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THE ALL-SUFFICIENCY OF CHRIST. 

WHEN once the soul has been brought to feel the 
reality of its condition before God, the depth of its 
ruin, guilt, and misery, its utter and hopeless bank¬ 
ruptcy, there can be no rest until the Holy Spirit re¬ 
veals a full and an all-sufficient Christ to the heart. 
The only possible answer to our total ruin is God's 
perfect remedy. 

This is a very simple, but a most important truth; 
and.we may say, with all possible assurance, the mac* 
deeply and thoroughly the reader learns it for himself 
the better. The true secret of peace is to get, to. ti»« 
very end of a guilty, ruined, helpless-, worthless self, 
and there find an all-sufficient Christ, as God's provi¬ 
sion for our very deepest need. This truly is rest—s 
rest which can never be disturbed. There may be 
sorrow, pressure, conflict, exercise of soul, heaviness: 
through manifold temptations, ups and downs, all sorte 
of trials and difficulties; but we feel persuaded thai 
when a soul is really brought by God's Spirit to se* 
the end of self, and to rest in a full Christ, it finds * 
peace which can never be interrupted. 
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

The unsettled state of so many of God's dear people 
is the result of not having received into their hearts a 
full Christ, as God's own very provision for them. No 
doubt this sad and painful result may be brought about 
by various contributing causes, such as a legal mind, a 
morbid conscience, a self-occupied heart, bad teaching, 
a Secret hankering after this present world, some little 
reserve in the heart, as to the claims of God, of Christ, 
and of eternity. But, whatever may be the producing 
cause, we believe it will be found, in almost every case, 
that the lack of settled peace, so common amongst the 
Lord's people, is the result of not seeing, not believing, 
what God has made His Christ to be to them, and for 
them, and that for ever. 

Now what we propose, in this our opening paper for 
the year 1876, is to shew the anxious reader, from the 
precious pages of the word of God, that there is trea¬ 
sured up for him in Christ all he can possibly need, 
whether it be to meet ihe claims of his conscience, the 
cravings of his heart, or the exigencies of his path. 
We shall seek, by the grace of God, to prove that the 
work of Christ is the only true resting place for the con¬ 
science ; His Person, the only true object for the heart; 
His word, the only true guide for the path. 

And first, then, let us dwell for a little upon 

THE WOEK OF CHRIST AS THE ONLY BESTING PLAcri FOB 

THE CONSCIENCE. 

In considering this great subject, two things claim 
our attention: first, what Christ has done for us; 
secondly, what He is doing for us. In the former we 
have atonement; in the latter, advocacy. He died for 
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us on the cross. He lives for us on the throne. 
By His precious atoning death, He has met our entire 
condition as sinners. He has borne our sins, and put 
them away for ever. He stood charged with all our 
sins—the sins of all who believe in His name. " Je¬ 
hovah laid on him the iniquities of us all." (Isa. liii.) 
And again, " For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God." 
1 Peter iii. 18. 

This is a grand and all-important truth for the 
anxious soul—a truth which lies at the very foundation 
of the whole Christian position. It is impossible that 
any truly awakened soul, any spiritually enlightened 
conscience, can enjoy divinely settled peace until this 
most precious truth is laid hold of in simple faith. I 
must know, upon divine authority, that all my sins are 
put away for ever out of God's sight; that He Himself 
has disposed of them in such a manner as to satisfy all 
the claims of His throne, and all the attributes of His 
nature; that He has glorified Himself in the putting 
away of my sins, in a far higher and more wonderful 
manner than if He had sent me to .an everlasting hell 
on account of them. 

Yes, He Himself has done it. This is the very gist 
and marrow, the heart's core, of the whole matter. 
God has laid our sins on Jesus, and- He tells us so in 
His holy word, so that we may know it upon divine 
authority—an authority that cannot lie. God planned 
i t ; God did it; God says it. It is all of God, from 
first to last, and we have simply to rest in it like a little 
child. How do I know that Jesus bore my sins in His 
own body on the tree ? By the very same authority 
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•which tells me I had sins to be borne. God, in His 
marvellous and matchless love, assures me, a poor 
guilty, hell-deserving sinner, that He has Himself un¬ 
dertaken the whole matter of my sins, and disposed of 
it in such a manner as to bring a rich harvest of glory 
to His own eternal name, throughout the wide universe, 
in presence of all created intelligence. 

The living faith of this must tranquillize the con¬ 
science. If God has satisfied Himself about my sins, 
I may well be satisfied also. I know I am a sinner— 
it may be the chief of sinners. I know my sins are 
more in number than the hairs of my head ; that they 
are black as midnight—black as hell itself. I know 
that any one of these sins, the very least, deserves the 
eternal flames of hell. I know—because God's word 
tells me—that a single speck of sin can never enter His 
holy presence, and hence, so far as I am concerned, 
there was no possible issue, save eternal separation 
from God. All this I know, upon the clear and un¬ 
questionable authority of that word which is settled for 
ever in heaven. 

But oh! the profound mystery of the cross!—the 
glorious mystery of redeeming love ! I see God Him¬ 
self taking all my sins—the black and terrible category 
—all my sins, as He knew and estimated them. I see 
Him laying them all upon the head of my blessed Sub¬ 
stitute, and dealing with Him about them. I see all 
the billows and waves of God's righteous wrath—His 
wrath against my sins—His wrath which should have 
consumed me soul and body in hell throughout a 
dreary eternity; I see them all rolling over the Man 
who stood in my stead; who represented me before 
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Odd; who bore all that was due to me : with whom a 
holy God dealt as He should have dealt with me. I see 
inflexible justice, holiness, truth, and righteousness 
dealing with my sins, and making a clear and eternal 
riddance of them. Not one of them is suffered to 
pass! There is no connivance, no palliation, no slur¬ 
ring over, no indifference. This could not possibly be, 
once God Himself took the matter in hand. His glory 
was at stake; His unsullied holiness, His eternal ma¬ 
jesty, the lofty claims of His government. 

All these had to be provided for in such wise as to 
glorify Himself in view of angels, men, and devils. He 
might have sent me to hell—righteously, justly, sent 
me to hell—because of my sins. I deserved nothing 
else. My whole moral being, from its profoundest 
depths, owns this—must own it. I have not a word to 
say in excuse for a single sinful thought, to say nothing 
of a sin-stained life from first to last—yes, a life of de¬ 
liberate, rebellious, high-handed sin. 

Others may reason as they please as to the injustice 
of "»n eternity of punishment for a life of sin—the utter 
want of-proportion between a few years of wrong-doing 
and endless ages of torment in the lake of fire. They 
may reason, but I thoroughly believe, and unreservedly 
confess, that for a single sin against such a Being as 
the God whom I see at the cross, I richly deserved ever¬ 
lasting punishment in the deep, dark, and dismal pit of 
hell. 

I am not writing as a theologian ; if I were, it would 
be a very easy task indeed to bring an unanswerable 
array of scripture evidence in proof of the solemn truth 
of eternal punishment. But no; I am writing as one 
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•who has been divinely taught the true desert of sin, 
and that desert I calmly, deliberately, and solemnly 
declare, is, and can be, nothing less than eternal ex¬ 
clusion from the presence of God and the Lamb— 
eternal torment in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimstone. 

But—eternal hallelujahs to the God of all grace !— 
instead of sending us to hell because of our sins, He 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for those sins. And, 
in the unfolding of the marvellous plan of redemption, 
we see a holy God dealing with the question of our 
sins, and executing judgment upon them in the Person 
of His well-beloved, eternal, and co-equal Son, in order 
that the full flood-tide of His love might flow down 
into our hearts. " Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins." 1 John iv. 10. 

Now this must give peace to the conscience, if only it 
be received in the simplicity of faith. How is it pos¬ 
sible for a person to believe that God has satisfied Him¬ 
self as to his sins, and not have peace ? If God says 
to us, " Your sins and iniquities I will remember no 
more," what could we desire further as a basis of peace 
for our conscience ? If God assures me that all my 
sins are blotted out as a thick cloud—that they are cast 
behind His back—for ever gone from His sight—should 
I not have peace ? If He shews me the Man who bore 
my sins on the cross, now crowned at the right hand of 
the Majesty in the heavens, ought not my soul to enter 
into perfect rest as to the question of my sins ? Most 
assuredly. 

For how, let me ask, did Christ reach the place which 
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He now fills on the throne of God ? Was it «s God 
over all, blessed for ever ? INO ; for He -was always 
that. Was it as the eternal Son of the Father ? No; 
He was ever that—ever in the bosom of the Father— 
the object of the Father's eternal and ineffable delight. 
Was it as a spotless, holy, perfect Man—One whose 
nature was absolutely pure, perfectly free from sin? 
No; for in that character, and on that ground, He could 
at any moment, between the manger and the cross, have 
claimed a place at the right hand of God. How was it 
then ? Eternal praise to the God of all grace'. it was 
•as the One who had by His death accomplished the 
glorious work of redemption—the One who had stood 
charged with the full weight of our sins—the One who 
had perfectly satisfied all the righteous claims of that 
throne on which He now sits. 

This is a grand, cardinal point for the anxious reader 
to seize. It cannot fail to emancipate the heart, and 
tranquillize the conscience. We cannot possibly be¬ 
hold by faith the Man who was nailed to the tree, now 
•crowned on the throne, and not have peace with God. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, having taken upon Himself our 
sins, and the judgment due to them, He could not be 
where He now is if a single one of those sins remained 
unatoned for. To see the sin-bearer crowned with glory 
is to see our sins gone for ever from the divine presence. 
Where are our sins ? They are all obliterated. How 
do we know this ? The One who took them all upon 
Himself has passed through the heavens to the very 
highest pinnacle of glory. Eternal justice has wreathed 
His blessed brow with a diadem of glory, as the Accom-
plisher of our redemption—the Bearer of our sins; thus 
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proving, beyond all question, or possibility of a ques¬ 
tion, that our sins are all put away out of God's sight 
for ever. A crowned Christ, and a clear conscience, 
are, in the blessed economy of grace, inseparably 
linked together. Wondrous fact! Well may we chant 
with all our ransomed powers the jraises of redeeming 
love. 

But let us see how this most consolatory truth is set 
forth in holy scripture. In Bomans iii. we read, "But 
nowthe righteousness of God,without law [x<«/"' vopov'], 
is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the pro¬ 
phets ; even the righteousness of God, by faith of Jesus 
Christ, unto all and upon all them that believe: for 
there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus : 
ivhom God hath set forth a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission 
[or passing over] of sins that are past [in time gone by], 
through the forbearance of God; to declare at this 
time his righteousness; that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." 

Again, in chapter iv., speaking of Abraham's faith 
being counted to him for righteousness, the apostle adds, 
" Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was 
imputed to him : but for us also to whom it shall be 
imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead; who was delivered for our offences, 
and raised again for ow justification." Here we have 
God introduced to our souls as the One who raised from 
the dead the Bearer of our sins. Why did He do so ? 
Because the One who bad been delivered for our offences 
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had perfectly glorified Him respecting those offeiwes, 
and put them away for ever. God not only sent His 
only-begotten Son into the world, but He bruised Him 
for our iniquities, and raised Him from the dead, in 
order that we might know and believe that our iniquities, 
are all disposed of in such a manner as to glorify Him 
infinitely and everlastingly. Eternal and universal 
homage to His name ! 

But we have further testimony on this grand funda¬ 
mental truth. In Hebrews i. we read such soul-stirring 
words as these : " God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners [or in divers measures and modes] spake 
in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by [his] Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he 
made the worlds ; who being the brightness of his glory, 
and the express image of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he had by him¬ 
self purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high." Our Lord Christ, blessed be His 
name, would not take His seat on the throne of God, 
until He had, by the offering of Himself on the cross,. 
purged our sins. Hence a risen Christ at God's right 
hand is the glorious and unanswerable proof that our 
sins are all gone, for He could not be. where He now 
is if a single one of those sins remained. God raised. * 
from the dead the selfsame Man on whom He Himself 
had laid the full weight of our sins. Thus all is settled 
—divinely, eternally settled. It is as impossible that a 
angle sin can be found on the very weakest believer in 
Jesus, as on Jesus Himself. This is a wonderful thing 
to be able to say, but it is the solid truth of God, esta-



10 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

Wished in manifold places in holy scripture; and the 
soul that believes it must possess a peace which the 
world can neither give nor take away. 

(To be continued, if God permit.) 

ONE-SIDED THEOLOGY. 

WE have received a long letter from America, furnish¬ 
ing a very striking proof of the bewildering effect of 
one-sided theology. Our correspondent is evidently 
under the influence of what is styled the high school of 
doctrine. Hence, he cannot see the Tightness of calling 
upon the unconverted to " come," to " hear," to " re¬ 
pent," or to " believe." It seems to him like telling a 
crab tree to bear some apples in order that it may be¬ 
come an apple tree. 

Now, we thoroughly believe that faith is the gift of 
God, and that it is not according to man's will or by 
human power, in any shape or form. And further, we 
believe that not a single soul would ever come to Christ 
if not drawn, yea, compelled, by divine grace so to do ; 
and therefore all who are saved, have to thank the free 
and sovereign grace of God for it; their song is, and 
ever shall be, " Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy 
truth's sake." 

All this we believe not as part of a certain system of 
doctrine, but as the revealed truth o£ God. But, on the 
other hand, we believe, just as fully, in the solemn 
truth of man's moral responsibility, inasmuch as it is 
plainly taught in scripture, though we do not find it 



ONE-SIDED THEOLOGY. 1 1 

amongst -what are called " The five points of the faith 
of God's elect." We believe these five points, so far as 
they go ; but they are very far indeed from containing 
the faith of God's elect. There are wide fields of divine 
revelation which this stunted and one-sided system does 
not touch upon, or even hint at, in the most remote 
manner. Where do we find the heavenly calling ? 
Where the glorious truth of the church as the body 
and bride of Christ ? Where, the precious sanctifying 
hope of the coming of Christ to receive His people to 
Himself ? Where have we the grand scope of prophecy 
opened to the vision of our souls, in that which 'is so 
pompously styled, " The faith of God's elect ?" We 
look in vain for a single trace of them in the entire 
system to which our American friend is attached. 

Now, can we suppose, for a moment, that the blessed 
apostle Paul would accept as "The faith of God's elect" 
a system which leaves out that glorious mystery of the 
church of which he was specially made the minister ? 
Suppose any one had shewn Paul " The five points" of 
Calvinism, as a statement of the truth of God, what 
would he have said ? What! " The whole truth of 
God"—" The faith of God's elect"—"All that is essen¬ 
tial to be believed"—and yet not a syllable about the 
real position of the church—its calling, its standing, its 
hopes, its privileges! And not a word about Israel's 
future ! A complete ignoring, or at best a thorough 
alienation, of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and David. The whole body of prophetic teach¬ 
ing subjected to a system of spiritualising, falsely so * 
called, whereby Israel is robbed of their proper portion, 
and Christians dragged down to an earthly level. And 
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all this is presented to us, with the loftiest pretensions, 
as " The faith of God's elect." 

Thank God it is not so. He, blessed be His name, 
has not confined Himself within the narrow limits of any 
school of doctrine, high, low, or moderate. He has 
revealed Himself. He has told out the deep and pre-
cions secrets of His heart. He has nnfolded His eternal 
counsels, as to the church, as to Israel, the Gentiles, 
and the wide creation. Men might as well attempt to 
confine the ocean in buckets of their own formation as 
to confine the vast range of divine revelation within the 
miserable enclosures of human systems of doctrine. 
I t cannot be done, and it ought not to be attempted. 
Better fax to fling aside all systems of theology and 
schools of divinity, and come like a little child to the 
eternal fountain of holy scripture, and there drink in the 
living teachings of God's Spirit. 

Nothing is more damaging to the truth of God, more 
withering to the soul, or more subversive of all spiritual 
growth and progress than mere theology, high or low, 
—Calvinistic or Arminian. It is impossible for the soul 
to make progress beyond the boundaries of the system 
to which it is attached. If I am taught to regard " The 
five points" as " The faith of God's elect," I shall not 
think of looking beyond them; and then a most glorious 
field of heavenly truth is shut out from the vision of my 
soul. I am stunted, narrow, one-sided; and not only 
so, but I am in danger of getting into that hard, dry 
state of soul which results from being occupied with 
mere points of doctrine instead of with Christ. A dis¬ 
ciple of the high school of doctrine will not hear of a 
world-wide gospel—of God's love to the world—of glad 
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tidings to every creature under heaven. He has only 
gotten a gospel foe the elect. On the other hand, a dis¬ 
ciple of the low or Anainian school will not hear of the 
eternal security of God's people. They are only safe as 
long as ihey continue faithful. Their salvation depends 
partly upon Christ, andf»artly npon themselves. Accord¬ 
ing to this system, the song of the redeemed should be 
changed. Instead of " Worthy is the Lamb," we should 
have to add, " and worthy am I." We may be saved 
to-day, and lost to-morrow. All this is most miserable. 
It grossly dishonours God, and robs the Christian of all 
true peace. 

We do not write to offend the reader. Nothing is 
further from our thoughts. We are dealing not with 
persons* but with schools of doctrine and systems of 
divinity which we would, most earnestly, entreat our 
beloved readers to abandon, at once, and for ever. Not 
one of them contains the full, entire truth of God. 
There are certain elements' of truth in all of them; but 
the tenth is neutralized by the error ; and even if we 
could find a system which contains, so far as it goes, 
nothing but the truth, yet if it does not contain the 
whole truth, its effect upon the soul is most pernicious, 
because it leads a person to plume himself on having the 
truth of God when, in reality, he has only laid hold of a 
one-sided system of man. 

Then again we rarely find a mere disciple of any 
school of doctrine whp can face scripture as a whole. 
Favourite texts will be quoted, and continually re¬ 
iterated ; but a large body of scripture is left almost 
wholly unappropriated. For example, take such pas¬ 
sages as the following, " But now God comniandeth all 


