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Things Pew and Ol

CONVERSION: WHAT IS IT?

Tae first chapter of first Thessalonians presents a very
striking and beautiful picture of what we may truly
eall genuine conversion. We propose to study the
picture in company with the reader. If we are not
much mistaken, we shall find the study at once interest-
ing and profitable. It will, most assuredly, furnish an
answer distinet and clear, to the question which stands
at the head of this article, namely, What is conversion ?

Nor is this, by any means, a small matter. It is well,
in days like these, to have a divine answer to such a
question. We hear a good deal, now-a-days, about
cases of conversion; and we would heartily bless God
for every soul truly converted to Him.

We need hardly say we believe in the absolute, the
indispensable, the universal necessity of divine con-
version. Let a man be what he may; be he Jew or
Greek, barbarian, Seythian, bond or free, Protestant or
Roman Catholic ; in short, whatever be his nationality,
Hs ceclesiastical position, or his theological creed, he
must be converted, else he is on the broad and direct
road to an everlasting hell.

There is no one born a Christian, in the divine sense

241



2 THINGS NEW AND OLD,

of that word. Neither can any one be educated into
Christianity. Itis a fatal mistake, a deadly delusion,
a deceit of the arch-enemy of souls, for any one to think
that he can be a Christian, either by birth or education,
or that he can be made a Christian by water baptism, or
by any religious ceremony whatsoever. A man becomes
a Christian only by being divinely converted. What
this conversion is, we shall sec in the course of our pre-
sent study. What we would, at the very outset, insist
upon, and earnestly press on the attention of all whom
it may concern, is the urgent and absolute necessity, in
every case, of true conversion to God.

This cannot be set aside. It is the height of folly for
any one to attempt to ignore or to make light of it.
For an immortal being—one who has a boundless etex-
nity stretching away before him, to neglect the solemn
question of his conversion, is the wildest fatuity of
which any one can possibly be guilty. In comparison
with this most weighty subject, all other things dwindle
into utter insignificance. The various objects that en-
gage the thoughts and absorb the energies of men and
women in the busy scene around us, are but as the
small dust of the balance in comparison with this one
grand, momentous question of the soul’s conversion to
God. All the speculations of commercial life, all the
schemes of money making, the absorbing question of
profitable investment, all the pursuits of the pleasure
hunter—the theatre, the concert, the ball-room, the
billiard room, the card table, the dice box, the race
course, the hunting ground, the drinking saloon—all the
numberless and nameless things that the poor unsatis-
fied heart longs after, and grasps at—all are but as the
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vapour of the morning, the foam on the water, the
smoke from the chimney top, the withered leaf of
autumn—all vanish away, and leave an aching void
behind. The heart remains unsatisfied, the soul un-
saved, because unconverted.

And what then ? Ah! yes; whatthen ? Tremendous
question! What remains at the end of all this scena
of commercial excitement, political strife and ambition,
money making and pleasure hunting? Why then
the man has to face death! < It is appointed unto
men once to die.” There is no getting over this.
There is no discharge in this war. All the wealth of
the universe could not pﬁrchase one moment’s respite
at the hand of the ruthless foe. All the medical skill
which earth affords, all the fond solicitude of affection-
ate relatives and friends, all their tears, all their sighs,
all their entreaties cannot stave off the dreaded moment
or cause the king of terrors to sheathe his terrible
sword. Death eannot be disposed of by any art of man.
The moment must come when the link is to be snapped
which connects the heart with all the fair and fascinat-
ing scenes of human life. Fondly loved friends, charm-
ing pursuits, eoveted objects, all must be given up. A
thousand worlds could not avert the stroke. Death
must be looked at straight in the face. It is an awful
mystery-—a tremendous fact—a stern reality. It stands
full in front of every unconverted man, woman, and
child beneath the canopy of heaven ; and it is merely a
question of time, hours, days, months, or years, when
the boundary line must be crossed which separates
time, with all its empty, vain, shadowy pursuits, from
eternity with all its stupendous realities.
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And what then ? Let scripture answer. Nothing
else can. Men would fain reply according to their own
vain notions., They would have us believe that after
death comes annihilation. ¢ Let us eat and drink, for
to-morrow we die.” Empty conceit! Vain delusion !
Foolish dream of the human imagination blinded by the
god of this world! How could an immortal soul be
annihilated ? Man, in the garden of Eden, became
the possessor of a never dying spirit. ¢ The Lord God
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man
became a living soul "—not a dying soul. The soul
must live for ever. Converted or unconverted, it has
cternity before it. Oh ! the overpowering weight of
this consideration to every thoughtful spirit! No hu-
mar mind can grasp its immensity. It is beyond our
comprehension, but not beyond our belief.

Let us hearken to the voice of God. What does
seripture teach? One line of holy scripture is quite
sufficient to sweep away ten thousand arguments and
theories of the human mind. Does death annihilate ?
Nay! <«Itis appointed unto men once to die, but after
this the judgment.”

Mark these words, ¢ After this the judgment.” And
this applies only to those who die in their sins—only
to unbelievers. For the Christian, judgment is passed
for ever, as scripture teaches in manifold places. It is
important to note this, because men tell us that, inas-
much as there is eternal life only in Christ, therefore all
who are out of Christ shall be annihilated.

Not so says the word of God. There is judgment
after death. And what will be the issue of the judg-
ment? Again scripture speaks in language as clear ag
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it is solemn and impressive. ¢ And I saw a great white
throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away ; and there was found
no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before the throne; and the books were
opened ; and another book, which is the book of life ;
and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in books, according to their works. And
the sea gave up the dead which were in it : and death
and hades delivered up the dead which were in them ;
and they were judged every man according to their works.
This is the second death—the lake of fire. And who-
soever was not found written in the book of life ‘was
cast into the lake of fire.”” Revelation xx.

ATl this is ag plain as words can make it. There is
not the slightest ground for demur or difficulty. For
all whose names are in the book of life, there is no
judgment at all. Those whose names are not in that
book shall be judged according to their works. And
what then? Annihilation ? Nay; but, ¢ the lake of
fire ;” and that for ever and for ever. '

How overwhelming is the thought of this! Surely ’
it ought to rouse every soul to the serious consideration
of the great subject now before us, namely, the urgent
need of conversion to God. This is the only way of -
escape. An unconverted person, whoever and what- '
ever he is, has death, judgment, and the lake of fire
before him, and every throb of his pulse brings him
nearer and nearer to those awful realities. It is not °
more sure that the sun shall rise, at a certain moment, to-
morrow morning, than that the reader must ere long, -
pass into eternity ; and if his name is not in the book of
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life—if he is not converted—if he is not in Christ, he
will, assuredly, be judged according to his works, and
the certain igsue of that judgment will be the lake that
burneth with fire and brimstone, and that through the
endless ages of a dark and gloomy eternity. Oh'! the
terrible monotony of hell ! .

The reader may perhaps marvel at our dwelling at
such length on this dreadful theme. He may feel dis-
posed to ask, ¢ Will this convert people 27 1If it does
not convert them, it may lead them to see their need of
conversion. It may lead them 1o see their imminent
danger. It may induce them to flee from the wrath to
come. Why did the blessed apostle reason with Felix
on the subject of ¢ judgment to come ?”’ Surely that
he might persuade him to turn from his evil ways and
live. Why did our blessed Lord Himself so constantly
press upon His hearers the solemn reality of eternity ?
‘Why did He so often speak of the deathless worm and
the unquenchable fire ? Surely it was for the purpose of
rousing them to a sense of their danger, that they might
flee for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
them.

Are we wiser than He? Are we more tender?
Have we found out some better mode of converting
people 2 Are we to be afraid of pressing upon our
readers or our hearers, the same solemn theme which
our Lord so pressed upon the men of His time? Are
we to shrink from offending polite ears by the plain de-
claration that all who die unconverted must inevitably
stand before the great white throne, and pass into the
lake of fire? God forbid! It must not be. We
solemnly call upon the unconverted reander in this our
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opening paper for the year 1878, to give his undivided
attention to the all important question of his soul's sal-
vation. Let nothing induce him to neglect it. Let
neither cares, pleasures, nor duties so occupy him
as to hide from his view the magnitude and deep
seriousness of this matter. <« What shall it profit
a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose
his own soul ? Or what shall a man give in exchange
for his soul 2”

Oh'! reader, if thou art unsaved, unconverted, let us
earnestly entreat thee to ponder these things. If God
permit, we hope, in a future paper, to unfold what con-
version is—how it is effected, and what it involves.
But, just now, it seems pressed upon us in the form of
a solemn duty to seek to rouse thee to a sense of thy
need of being savingly converted to God. This is
the only way of entering His kingdom. So eur
Liord Christ distinctly tells us; and we trust you know
this, at least, that not one jot or tittle of His holy
gayings can ever pass away. Heaven and earth shall
pass away; but His word can never pass away. All
the power of earth and hell, men and devils, cannot
make void the words of our Lord Jesus Christ. Either
of two things for thee—conversion here, or.eternal dam-
nation hereafter.

Thus it stands if we are to be guided by the word of
God; and, in view of this, ig it possible for us to be
too earnest, too vehement, too importunate in urging
upon every unconverted soul with whom we may come
In contact, either with voice or pen, the indispensable
necessity, this very moment, of fleeing from the wrath
to come, fleeing to that blessed Saviour who died on the

241-2
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cross for our salvation ; who stands with open arms to
receive all who come; and who declares in His own
sweet and precious grace, *HIy THAT COMETH UNTO ME,
I WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT.”

(To be continued, if the Lord will.)

e OO 5O OO

REFLECTIONS ON THE EPISTLE OF JUDE.

WE now come to consider one of the prineipal means
by which the saint is maintained in the conscious en-
joyment of the divine favour.

‘‘ BUILDING TUP YOURSELVES ON YOUR MOST HOLY
FAITH.”

No christian duty, or rather, no distinetive christian
privilege, is more nourishing, more strengthening to
the heart, than this holy building. It evidently implies
progress in the knowledge of the truth and that by the
believer’s diligent study of the word. We are not
called to rest merely on the true foundation but to build
upon it. ¢ The faith once delivered to the saints,”
finds a place not only in the sacred writings, but in the
heart of the growing Christian. The word ¢ faith”
here means, not the Christian’s act of faith, but the
truths which he believes—it is the object, not the act of
faith, This also is the way, the sure way, of keeping
ourselves in the love of God, in communion with
Him.

But why is it called not only *faith,” but ¢ our
most holy faith 2 Because they are the words of the
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thrice Holy One who reveals them, and the heart is
purified by faith. When we are built up by this faith
we must be made holy. ¢ As he which hath ealled you
is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation ;
because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.”
(1 Pet. 1. 15, 16.) It is also holy faith, inasmuch as it
separates the believer from the overspreading evil which
may be more or less developed in hisday. ¢ Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, rightcously, and godly, in this
present world : looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour,
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purily unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works.” Titus ii. 12,
13, 14.

The apostle Peter in the commencement of his
gecond Epistle introduces a line of truth, which, while
exeeedingly valuable in itself, forms the best eom-
mentary we can have on the exhortations of the apostle
Jude. ¢ According as his divine power hath given
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godiiness,
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue ; whereby are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises : that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine mature, having escaped the
corruption thatis in the world through lust.” Here the
Christian is said to be ¢ ecalled,” as in our kindred
Epistle, but not to keep himself in the love of God, or
to build himself up on his most holy faith; but to that
which will accomplish precisely the same objeets. He
is ““ called to glory and virtue;” glory as an object,
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and virtue, or moral courage, by which difficulties are
overcome, the old nature kept in cheek, victory gained
over the enemies of our faith, and communion with
God maintained.

This expression, so important to be understood, ¢ Is
really not to glory and wvirtue,” says one, “ but by his
own glory and by virtue.”” "What serves to make it plain
is this :— Adam was not ¢called’ when in paradise.
When innocent, he was not called by God’s own glory
and by virtue. What Adam was bound to do was just
to stay where he was. That is, he was responsible to
do the will of God, or rather, not to do what God pro-
hibited in his case . . . . Our calling is by God’s own
glory. The whole prineiple of Christianity is just this.
¥ takes the believer out of the place in which he
naturally is; and therefore it is spoken of as a calling.

The christian ¢ calling” supposes that the gospel,
when received, deals with the soul by the power of the
Spirit of God; and that he who receives it is called out
of the condition in which man is plunged by sin ; not
put back again into the position of Adam, but taken
into another position altogether. It is no longer a
question of man on earth; he is called by God’s own
glory and by virtue. Itis by God’sown glory, because
if God saves, He calls to stand in nothing less than
that glory.”

And observes another, * Thus we have the call of
God, to pursue glory as our object, gaining the vietory
by virtue—spiritual conrage. It is not a law given to
a people already gathered together, but glory proposed,
in order fo be reached by spiritual energy. Moreover,
we have divine power acting according to its own effi-
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cacy, for the life of God in us, and for godliness. Now
in connection with these two things—namely, with
glory and with the energy of life, very great and pre-
cious promises are given to us; for all the promises in
short are developed either in the glory or in the life
which leads to it. By means of these promises we are
made morally partakers of the divine nature. Precious
truth! Privilege so exalted, and which renders us
capable of enjoying God Himself as well as all good.”*

Such is the call of divine grace; and here, all is
strictly individual. Each believer is called to walk
according to this new standard, the glory of God, and
this new energy, moral courage. The effect of sin is to
rob God of His glory, as it is written, ¢ All have sinned
and come short of the glory of God.” But the effect
of the call of grace by the gospel of Christ, who glori-
fied God on the earth, is to place the believer in the
unclouded beams of the divine glory, in all the moral
fulness of Christ Himself, and there to find his home
and rest for ever. What a prospect! What a future !
And for such feeble failing ones as we now are! Need
we wonder at the apostle saying, in view of this, «“ We
are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent
from the body, and to be present with the Lord ?”
2 Corinthians v. 8.

But blessed beyond expression as all this is, it is
not enough practically for the believer. Jude says,
“Build,” build an edifice as it were for the service of
the Lord and the glory of His name. Peter says, ¢ add,”
add to all this, to what? These exceeding great

* Synopsis, vol. v. p. 434. Intreductory Lectures to the Catho=
lic Epistles, p. 272.
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and precious promises, whereby ye are partakers of
the divine nature, with all its privileges and blessings.
¢ And besides this,” as he says, ¢“giving all diligence,
add to your faith virtue.” This is the most important
addition and gives reality to all the rest. Without this
difficulties are not overcome, and communion with God
isinterrupted. ¢ And to virtue knowledge ; and to know-
ledge temperance ; and to temperance patience ; and to
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness charity. TFor if these things
be in you and abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter i. 8-8,

et O 1} OO

«TO DIE IS GAIN.”

¢ Curist shall be magnified in my body, whether it be
by life, or by death. Fortome tolive is Christ, and to
die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit
of my labour : yet what I shall choose I wot not. For
I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to de-
part and to be with Christ which is far better.” Philip-
pians i. 20-28.

There is one word in the above quoted beautiful
testimony of the apostle, which the Lord gave for com-
fort and sustainment of heart in a time of sore bereave-
ment. A time when the deepest, and truest human
sympathy seemed perfectly powerless, attempting as it
appeared to do, to fill the blank in, and comfort the
heart which lay so sorely crushed, by the severance
from one round whom its deepest and tenderest affee-
tions were so strongly entwined.
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¢ The heart knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger
intermeddleth not with it,”” in such a season of sorrow.
But ““he who made the ear shall he not hear? e
who formed the eye, shall he not see ?”’  And we may
surely add, He who framed the heart shall He not
know, and be able to fathom its deepest and most
hidden recesses, so far beyond the reach of human
sympathy and love ? Assuredly He can; and it is His
joy to come in at such a time, and by His Spirit, minis-
ter that which exactly meets the unutterable longings,
as well as soothes the wild bitter agony of the broken
heart.

Thus the first gleam of light which broke into the
thick darkness of those first days of agony, was conveyed
by those four little words, * To dieisgain.” And, day
by day, the Lord brought the thought of his ¢“gain”
home with such increased power and certainty to the
goul, that it enabled one, not merely to bow to His will,
but to thank Him for taking one (who was far dearer
than life) to the joy, and rest, and unspeakable blessed-
ness of His presence. Away from all sorrow and pos-
sible loss here, to the certainty of eternal ¢“gain’ above

It is with the earnest desire—in this world of bereaved
homes and breaking hearts—to be “able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort where-
with we ourselves are comforted of God,” that we
desire to meditate upon this one little word ¢ caix,”
and have our hearts occupied with the present and
eternal blessing of those dear to us, who have gone to
be * with Christ.”

True it is—¢Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
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which God hath prepared for them that loveHim. But
God hath revealed them unto us by His for the
Spirit dl things, yea, the deep things of
and it is our sweet privilege and consolation to let in,
0 far asthey are revealed to us, the joys and blessed—
ness of the home over there." Sothat aready its
cam fair light may be filling our souls, and leading us
to find dl repose in His presence, where those we
love are, though absent from the body,"

Him there! Human reason and imagina-

tion must fail to picturetheir perfect happiness.
But gazing up into an opened heaven, can see
the and Receiver of al His of

rest in the assurance that in his pre-
sence is fulness of joy," so the ready words rise to
our

Great gain is thine, beloved one, exchanging
Thy sorrow's hour, for
And we, in thought, oer all thy gladness
praise to God, our seemliest employ.”

We little know the trials they have been removed
nor, how truly, righteous have been taken
from the evil which would have sorely crushed
their sensitive hearts. What storms they have been
sheltered from ! What sorrows spared ! Time only
reveals these things to but faith shews us, now
and at once their perfect and present blessing, in the
presence of the Lord !
Let uslook back for a moment at the past. Was
not every thought and desire of our hearts linked with
their joy ? Were we not made glad by their pleasure,



