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GRACE MEETING AND BLESSING 
HELPLESS SINNERS. 

" And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I 
pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord 
Eeeth : but the water is naught, and the ground barren. And 
he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And 
they brought it to him. And he went forth unto the spring of 
the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith 
the Lord, I have healed these waters; there shall not be 
from thence any more death or barren land. So the waters 
were healed unto this day, according to the saying of 
Elisha, which he spake." (2 Kings ii. 19-22.) 

THAT man is a sinner most will admit. Few will 
deny it. Those who believe there is a God know 
it is true. Some are accused by conscience, others 
by comparing themselves with their pious neigh¬ 
bours ; and others by scriptural instruction. Open, 
flagrant sins are, in this country, generally con¬ 
demned. Morality moreover, is found by experience 
to be a better thing even for this life than vice; 
hende, on the ground of expediency, as well as 
conscience, gross sins are shunned by many. 

Much is said in scripture about man's practical 
265 



•2 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

sinfulness and rebellion against God, much about 
Ms unclean and corrupting ways. The cross of 
•Christ gives us the climax of man's enmity against 
God, as well as shews the aboundings of divine 
grace. There man's activity in evil was fully-
manifested. 

Perhaps there is scarcely a sin that man is 
capable of, God has not noted in His holy word; 
which shews how thoroughly He knew what was 
i n man. As to sins then, in their enormity and 
foulness, many have no question, for they are often 
.acted round about us; but man's entire helplessness 
toward God is a truth which we fear few will 
.admit. The scripture statement that man is 
"without strength" is at direct variance with 
many minds, who think themselves both competent 
•to worship and serve God, as well as to exercise a 
judgment on divine things. It is this truth which 
this brief record of one of Elisha's miracles in the 
aiame of Jehovah strikingly illustrates. 

No doubt the great point in it is the readiness 
and power of God, in grace, to bring in healing in 
Israel, where all is death and barrenness. Elijah 
had been God's faithful witness to the nation's 
terrible departure from God. Both king and 
people were such transgressors, and the prophet so 
felt himself alone that he said, " I only am left." 
The prophet's testimony to the people's departure 
from God, He confirmed in translating him from 
.earth to heaven. A man now had ascended into 
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heaven, after crossing Jordan, the river of death 
and judgment. This Elisha saw and knew to be 
the secret of his power. The first thing, therefore, 
after this, we find Elisha conscious of, was, that 
Jericho was the place of barrenness and death; but-
he knew also that, there was power in God to heal,, 
and that when the people took their true place of 
owning such to be their condition, He would heal,. 
!&8t mark, this is the first action of Jehovah's-
faithful servant for the earth's blessing, after the-
man had ascended into heaven. The time will 
come when the people of Israel will say, " Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." We 
know it is also written concerning our Lord's com¬ 
ing again to this earth, " Unto you that fear my 
name [a remnant in Israel], shall the Sun of" 
righteousness arise with healing in his wings." 
(Mai. iv. 2.) 

But as we have said, this little incident illustrates-
the state of man as a helpless sinner, and the way 
in which God is now in grace bringing in healing-
and blessing. We have not represented here the 
gross sins of which man is capable, but his help¬ 
lessness, his inability to bear fruit, the absence of 
spiritual life because he is dead in trespasses and 
in sins. It is solemnly true that" all have sinned," 
and that the heart of man "is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked ;" but it is equally 
true that men are "dead in sins," "without 
strength," and not bringing forth any fruit to God, 
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The acknowledgment to the man of God was 
" The situation is pleasant, but the water is naught, 
and the ground barren." (Ver. 19.) The circum¬ 
stances were agreeable. The sun shed upon it his 
cheering rays, alid showers descended from heaven, 
fructifying seasons passed in proper succession, 
but there was no fruit. All who passed by, while 
noticing the pleasantness of the situation, could not 
fail to be struck with its perpetual barrenness. 
The sun's rays, and the showers from heaven made 
no difference; it was still said, " the water is 
naught, and the ground barren." 

And such is man. His circumstances are often 
pleasant; he is surrounded with kindly influences, 
providential mercies, and untold comforts and ad¬ 
vantages, yet, alas ! as to his actings toward God, 
allies reully a blank; there is no life, and conse¬ 
quently no fruit. With all the busy movements of 
religious activity, men have to learn, if they come 
under divine teaching, that " the carnal mind is 
enmity against God; for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be, so then they 
that are in tne flesh cannot please God." (Rom. 
viii. 7, 8.) The unconverted man being "without 
strength,"and"deadinsins,"lives onearth as "hav¬ 
ing no hope, and without God in the world." How 
very solemn I He may be a nominal professor of 
Christianity, surrounded with exemplary Christians, 
and exposed to the influence of some of their 
privileges, yet is he a fruitless professor, like a 
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barren fig-tree. He may even take the place of 
leading and instructing others, and bolster himself 
up on his educational accomplishments, yet, be¬ 
cause he is not born of God, he has not life, and 
is bat the blind leading the blind, and both falling 
into the- ditch. He may be as diligent and scrupu-
looa as a Pharisee in his endeavours to benefit his 
f«&ow creatures, and use every means and appliance 
within his power to ameliorate their distress, and, 
•withal, be " dead in sins," and bearing no fruit ac¬ 
ceptable unto God. There is no life, and therefore no 
fruit—not as some would have it, a little life, and 
a little fruit, for, though their circumstances may 
be pleasant, " the water is naught, and the ground 
barren." 

Many will allow that man is sinful, and .that he 
«an do nothing unless assisted by God ; as i£ wan 
had some innate power of holiness which- only 
needed help. But such is far from the truth. It 
is not help from God, but life which he needs; for 
" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." And as to fruit-bearing, Jesus 
taught even His own dear and blessed disciples, 
who had life, that they must abide in Him even as 
& branch abides in the vine, as their alone source 
of' power and blessing, or they could not 
bear fruit; for said He, " without me ye can do 
nothing." 

It was not then at Jericho a question of digging, 
•or dressing, or of irrigating the land, or, in any 
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sense, improving the old condition of things, but 
the bringing in of something entirely new. The 
gospel of the grace of God is not an improvement 
of the Jews' religion, but a new order of things 
altogether; for the gospel makes no demands on 
man in order to be blessed, but brings to him freely 
everything that he needs. It is not do and liver 

but live and do. " The law was given by Mosesr 

but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." Yesr 

since Jesus rose from among the dead, ascended into 
heaven, and sent down the Holy Ghost, the glad-
tidings of peace made, and redemption accomplished 
have been declared. The prophet says, " Bring me 
a new cruse and put salt therein." It was something 
new, for it was meeting the need in pure grace ; 
and to illustrate it a new cruse must be brought. 
Whatever salt may teach us, it is clear first, that 
"salt is good;" secondly, that it has "savour," 
and can season or preserve; thirdly, it was to be 
mixed with the sacrifices—" with all thine offerings, 
thou shalt offer salt." (See Luke xiv. 34; Lev. ii. 
13.) Its goodness, savoury qualities, and associa¬ 
tion with all the offerings, clearly tells us of the 
grace of God to us in Christ Jesus. " For by 
grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works lest 
any man should boast." (Eph. ii. 8, 9.) How 
wonderful that God has thus come out to us in this 
matchless way of grace, and thus completely and 
for ever saved us ; for " God commendeth his love 
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toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us." (Rom. v. 8.) 

But it is not the knowledge of the letter of 
scripture, important as it is, but the application to 
the soul of the grace and savour of Christ that 
man needs for healing. It is when the Holy Ghost 
brings Christ who died on the cross to save sinners, 
in all the sin-cleansing efficacy of His blood, deep 
down into the heart, that souls have life, realise 
peace, and are strengthened to bring forth fruit. 
<£ How much more shall the blood of Christ purge 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God." (Heb. ix. 14.) And so we read, that Elisha 
" went forth unto the spring of the waters, and 
•cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith Jehovah, 
I have healed these waters; there shall not be from 
thence any more dearth and barren land. So the 
waters were healed unto this day, according to the 
saying of Elisha which he spake." (Vers. 20-22.) 
Observe here the two things in this illustration 
which are often presented to us in the scripture for 
peace and rest of soul: the work of Christ, and 
the word of God. The salt was applied to the 
spring, and then it was said, " Thus saith Jehovah, 
I have healed these waters." The ground of peace 
is the work of Christ on the cross—His blood— 
" having made peace by the blood of his cross," 
and the sole autlioriiij fm* peace, the word of God, 
And therefore it must be only on the principle of 
faith. The word of God declares that " Whoso-

265-2 
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ever believe th on him [the Lord Jesus Christ] shall 
receive remission of sins," . . . . and " their sins 
and iniquities will I remember no more." (Actsx.; 
Heb. x. 17.) Thus the person who takes his place 
by faith before God, as a helpless and guilty sinner, 
looks to Christ as the object of faith, reposes on the 
blood of Christ as the ground of peace, and 
rests on the unalterable word of God as the autho¬ 
rity for peace ; such are cleansed from all sin, are 
justified from all things, are children of God, and 
' ; have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

What saith the reader to these things ? Have 
you taken your true place before God of a guilty, 
helpless sinner ? And have you so reposed on the 
blood of Christ, as to be assured by the word of God 
that you are cleansed from all sin, justified from 
all things ? If so, the language of your heart has 
been, when looking unto Jesus— 

/ 
" A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 

On thy kind arms I fall, 
Thou art my Lord and righteousness, 

My Saviour, and my all." 

CHRIST now is risen and at the right hand of God, 
in virtue of what He did on the cross for us ; and 
He has sent down the Holy Ghost, " that we 
might know the things that are freely given to u» 
of God." 



PLAIN PAPERS ON THE SECOND 
COMING OF CHRIST. 

JUDGMENT. 

" And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but 
now commandeth all men everywhere to repent; because 
he hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the 
world ,in righteousness, by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, 
in that he hath raised him from the dead." (Acts xvii. 
30, 31.) 

REPENTANCE and forgiveness now, or judgment 
hereafter, such is the unalterable sentence of the 
word of God. " If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Yes, God 
must be faithful to the claims of the atoning value 
of the death of the Lord Jesus. It is not He may, 
but in righteousness He will—yea, to be righteous 
He must forgive us our sins. Is Jesus your 
Saviour, or will He be your Judge? " F o r the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son." The word of God is 
most distinct on the question of judgment, as the 
lot of man, as such. "But I say unto you, That 
every idle word that men shall speak, they shall 
give account thereof in the day of judgment." 
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'There is only one ground of exemption, and when 
we think of the everlasting issues, is it not of the 
-utmost moment to ascertain what that ground of 
exemption from judgment is? Is it not on the 
sole ground that the Lord Jesus hath once " ap¬ 
peared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself ? 
And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
;after this the judgment; so Christ was once offered 
to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time, without 
sin, unto salvation." (Hob. ix. 26-28.) This is 
m perfect harmony with the blessed statement of 
the Lord Jesus: "Verily, verily, I say unto you> 
he that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
•come into condemnation [or judgment], but is 
passed from death unto life." (John v. 24.) 

Thus those who hear the word of the Lord Jesus, 
and believe God that sent Him, shall not come into 
judgment. He was offered to bear their sins; 
God sent Him for this very purpose. The offer¬ 
ings of the law could never put sins away. " In 
ihose sacrifices there is a remembrance again made 
of sins every year." (Heb. x.) But when the 
blood of bulls and of goats could not possibly take 
.away sins, then the Lord Jesus came, for the very 
purpose of putting away sin, by the offering of 
Himself once. And "after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right 
hand of God." "For by one offering he hath 
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perfected for ever [that is, in perpetuity] them that 
are sanctified." The Holy Ghost is a witness of 
all this. Now mark, this ground of exemption 
from judgment for sins is wholly of God ; the 
will of God is the very source of it. " Lo, I. 
come to do thy will, 0 God." The One that has 
accomplished this will is the Eternal Son. The 
One that bears witness is the Holy Ghost. What 
a ground this is for the soul to rest upon ! Instead 
of judgment, God says, " And their sins and in¬ 
iquities will I remember no more." Yes, thus as-
death and judgment are the common lot of man, 
so " Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many." Instead of judgment, then, "Unto them' 
that look for him shall he appear the second time-
without sin unto salvation." Have you heard the 
word of Jesus ? Do you believe God who sent Him ?' 
That it was the will of God that the Son should 
come into this world for the purpose of bearing 
the sins of many—that is, of all who believe Himti 
—and therefore of putting away your sins, if you 
do believe God, by the one sacrifice of Himself?' 
Does your soul rest on the fact that He has offered 
Himself thus once? and that what the blood of 
bulls and goats could not do, He has done once for 
ever ? What! your sins put away for ever ? so-
put away to the glory of God, that He has sat 
down on the right hand of God ? Oh, to think 
that God cannot in righteousness remember one of 
our sins and iniquities against us ! Justified from 
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all things, so that He says, " and their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more." Can He, 
then, who died for our sins, and was raised for our 
justification, after all come again to judge ns for 
those very sins ? No, He comes without sin, that 
is, without a question of sin as against us; it is 
"unto salvation." 

The righteousness of God makes this impossible. 
He who died for our sins, who finished the work 
that the Father gave Him to do, claims not only 
our everlasting justification, but He says," Father, 
I will that they also whom tho>: hast given me be 
with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me." He who thus 
speaks could say, " 0 righteous Father, the world 
hath not known thee : but I have known thee, and 
these have known that thou hast sent me." 

Who shall judge the believer for his sins ? God 
is their Jnstifier. His righteousness is revealed in 
justifying them, by the redemption they have freely 
through Christ Jesus, even through His blood. Shall 
Jesusjudge them, who is coming to judge the world 
in righteousness ? Why, He came the first time for 
the very purpose of glorifying God in taking our 
sins away; and He has done it. He is set down 
for ever. We are perfected for ever; our sins 
and iniquities to be remembered no more. 

Judicially there is nothing to judge now—" There 
is therefore NOW no condemnation to them that are 
in Christ Jesus." (Rom. viii. 1.) All has been 
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judged, sins, and sin, in and by that one sacrifice 
for sin. Now, even amongst men, if a man's 
liabilities have been met by another, discharged, 
and the receipt given, no righteous judge could 
bring such a person into court again. Can God, 
then, be unrighteous, and bring the justified be¬ 
liever in Christ into judgment? Impossible. So 
that if we look at that terrible day of wrath and 
fiery indignation, when the Lord Jesus shall come 
to judge the world, that is, the living nations of 
this earth; when all the tribes of the earth shall 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven, with power and great 
glory; we know that, before this awful day of 
wrath and everlasting punishment on the despisers 
of the mercy of God, all believers will have been 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. They 
will appear with Him when He comes to judge, 
and, as His joint-heirs, they will be seated with 
Him to judge the world. (Col. iii. 4 ; 1 Thess. iii. 
13 ; iv. 14 ; Jude 14.) Nothing is more clearly 
taught in holy scripture than this, that instead of 
the saints being raised to stand in a general judg¬ 
ment at the coming of Christ, they will come with 
Him to judge the world. (Rev. xix. 14; xx. 4.) Not 
only will the Lord be on His throne, but John 
says, " I saw thrones, and they sat upon them." 
'•' Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection; on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
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Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years." 

And the redeemed church, the Lamb's wife, 
having reigned with Christ in the glory of 
God a thousand years; then takes place the-
judgment of the wicked dead. " And I saw a 
great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; 
and there was found no place for them. And I 
saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the hooks were opened," &c. (Rev. xx. 
11.) Yes, it is appointed unto men (not all 
men) once to die, and after death the judgment. 
These are they, the rest of the dead, that lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished. (Heb. 
ix. 27 ; Rev. xx. 5.) Oh, how terrible to be raised 
to stand before the great white throne .' There is 
no deliverance then; no more sacrifice for sins; 
no escape. " And whosoever was not found written 
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire." 
Whilst most assuredly believers, washed in the-
blood of the Lamb, and for a millennium reigning 
in glory with Christ, can never stand, after all this, 
before that terrible throne; yet "the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake of 
fire which burneth with fire and brimstone : which 
is the second death." 

Oh, reader, how do you stand with God ? Do 


