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Things Hew wmd Old.

HEAVEN OR HELL?

Irisan appalling thought that every one of us must
be either eternally saved or eternally lost. There
is no middle place. It is impossible to be in a
neutral position. The Judge is quickly coming to
execute Iis awful work. None can escape His-
flaming eye, none can flee beyond His reach.
Some will go into everlasting punishment, and
others into eternal glory. How vastly momentous-
is the subject! How intensely solemn! Can
anything be compared to its weighty. importance >
Is anything so worthy of consideration? What a
difference between one lifting up his eyes being in
torments, and another lifting up his eyes on the
Saviour’s face in perpetual joy and glory ! Well
might the blessed Lord say, “ What is a man
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? or, what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul ?’

The scriptures give the fullest warrant for our
having now the assurance of eternal salvation ;.
and most blessed it is to know that we have passed’
from death unto life, from condemnation fo justi-
fication, from enmity and rebellion to reconciliation
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD.

and peace. It seems strange that persons who
read the Bible should have a moment’s rest till
they can say with the patriarch I know that my
Redeemer liveth;” or, with the apostle, “ We know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not
made with hands eternal in the heavens.” Many,
however, with the Bible in their hands, appear to
live as if the present time-state would last for
ever; as if there were no eternal torment to fear
and flee from, no eternal glory to be enjoyed.
80 dull is the human mind as to a right contem-
plation of these everlasting realities, that, except
the Spirit of Glod arrest and enlighten the con- -
science, men perseveringly pursue the broad road
that leadeth to destruction, deaf to the gospel eall,
unmoved by the Saviour’s grace ; and in vain work
- hard to find happiness without having salvation.
Our Lord, however, often raised in the clearest
and most unmistakable way the warning voice.
On one occasion He spoke of some going away
into everlasting punishment, and of others into life
eternal. Again, He declared that some would be
east into outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. He
spake of some who would be rejoicing at the
marriage supper, while others are bound hand and
foot and taken away. He referred to some who
go into the marriage when the Bridegroom comes,
while others are for ever shut out. The apostle,
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too, plainly declares that some will be “ for ever
with the Lord,” and others ¢ punished with ever-
lasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord.” Seeing then what eternal consequences
are involved, doth it not behove men to obfain a
golid, scriptural assurance, that they are delivered
from the wrath to come, and at peace with God ?

But wHO ARE THE LOST? for scripture speaks
of living men as lost; that Jesus came to seek
and to save that which was lost. In a word, they
are without Christ. Whatever else they may have,
they have not Christ as their Saviour. This is the
vital and decisive point. The sure mark of a lost
gsoul is that he has not embraced Christ as his
only Saviour ; he has not received Him whom God
has sent. He is therefore in his sins, unforgiven,
unsaved, lost.

There may be the greatest possible variety of
natural character, educational attainment, or of
surrounding circumstances; still men are lost,
because they have not Christ. ‘¢ He that hath not
the Son of God, hath not life.” Some may be
moral, others immoral ; some chaste, others rude;
some professors of religion, others scoffers; some
nominal protestants, others professed infidels;
some clever and argumentative on religious
topics, others profoundly ignorapt; still they
have not life, they are dead in sins, lost, becanse
they have not received the Lord Jesus Christ
‘ag- their Saviour. Nothing can be clearer, or
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more plainly set forth in scripture; and the con-
sideration of it is very solemn. Their hearts have
not been melted by the Saviour’s love, they see
» no beauty in Him, they discern nothing charming
~in His gracious voice; they have been deaf te
“His groans and cries; His agony, and death,
and blood-shedding for sinners are nothing to
them. Their souls have not been affected by
eternal realities; their comforts and expectations
are limited to the narrow bounds of time and
-gsense. They believe only what they see, or what
‘they can prove. They believe not on Him whom
having not seen we love. Benevolent and generous
to their fellow-creatures they may be, but they
know nothing of the sweetness of ministering fo
Christ’s needy ones for His sake. Such are the
lost round about us; and the gospel of the grace
of God is preached that dead souls may live, and
-the lost be found. Blessed are those of whom it
can be said, ““ He was dead and is alive again, he
-was lost and is found.”

Now let us look at THE DOOM OF THE LOST.
Having lived in rejection of the Saviour, they die
unsaved. How solemn is the thought, that some,
with whose faces we are so familiar, may possibly
-fall under God’s everlasting punishment! Yea,
“we are certain that it must be so, if' they continue
to refuse to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for
salvation. ““ If ye belicve not that I am he, ye
shall die in your sins . . . . whither I go ye can-
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not come 3’ thus they are excluded for ever from
the glorious presence of God and the Lamb,
eternally separated from the fountain of love, life,
light and joy, and for ever in outer darkness. As
body and soul have been engaged in sinning against
God, so body and soul must be under the inflictions
of divine wrath, suffering the vengeance of eternal
fire. When men die, they vainly imagine they
have done with their bodies for ever; but it is not
80. They may be laid in the grave, and worms
may feed upon them, or the corruptible frame
moulder into dust, but the body must rise again.
¢ All that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come forth.” ¢ There shall be a resur-
rection both of the just and the umjust.” The
dead, small and great, must stand before God.
Body and soul must be banished from His pre-
sence. Body and soul must be cast into outer
darkness. They will be bound hand and foof and
taken away, where there is weeping, and wailing,
and gnashing of teeth. ¢ Iear him,” said Jesus,
“who is able to destroy both lody and soul in
hell.” Independently of the mental anguish, the
bodily suffering must be dreadful beyond concep-
tion, We experience pain now connected with
what may be called ‘matural sickness, and we
realise the comfort oflthe tear of sympathy, and
relieving remedies; but the pain then will "be
deserved infliction fordransgressions and sins ; it
will be unmitigated wrath poured out by divine
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justice, without sympathising friends to comfort,
or possible means of affording one moment’s
relief; but ceaseless and everlasting punishment in
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.
The interminable weeping, the constant shrieks of
bitterest remorse, the thickest, blackest darkness,
the intolerable anguish, the ceaseless frown of
God, the pit filled with vilest companions, give
us but a faint idea of what God has revealed
concerning the eternal misery of the lost. No
tongue can possibly describe their wretchedness.
The power of mental reflection, the ability to
bring past scenes to remembrance, the knowledge
of baving rejected the only Saviour, the certain
sense that some they once knew here are for ever
blessed in glory, while they feel tormented in the
flame, with vain and ceaseless longings for one
drop of water to ceol their parched tongues, while
they so bitterly experience that they are separated
for ever from all relief; the deepest remorse too
connected with the thought that had they in their
time-state bowed to the Saviour’s name, hearkened
to His voice, wept at His wounded feet, believed
in the efficacy of His blood, how unutterably
different their state would be ; all this and much
more will combine to fill up the torments of those
who die in their sins. O the inconceivable black-
ness of eternal despair! What artist could
delineate jt? What words can describe it!
‘What finite mind can grasp it! Surely it needed
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a gracious, mighty Saviour to redeem from such
destruction. The blood of Jesus, and nothing less,
was necessary to be shed in order that divine
Jjustice could exclaim, ¢ Deliver him from going
down to the pit, I have found a ransom.” Yes,
- Jesus is mighty to save ; and still He says of all
who come to Him, “ I will ransom them from the
power of the grave; I will redeem them from
death : O death, I will be thy plagues! O grave, I
will be thy destruction;” so that the coming
sinner can now triumphantly respond, O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin
is the law ; but thanks be to God, who giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

How awful, then, is the instruetion conveyed
by such words of scripture as ¢ everlasting
destruction,” ““eternal fire,” * everlasting punish-
ment”! Surely men do well to inquire like the
prophet, ¢ Who among us shall dwell with the
devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with
everlasting burnings?’ Should not every one
who reads these lines honestly put the question to
bis own conscience, ¢ Shall I be there?” Some
may hesitate, but we earnestly entreat them to
make this pointed and personal inquiry. Others
may reply, that it is impossible to give a decided
answer to such a question. No, dear reader, bear
with us when we still press for a reply, for the
scripture saith, “ He that believeth on him [the
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Lord Jesus Christ] is not condemned ; but he that
believeth not is condemned already, becaunse he hath
not believed on the name of the only-begotten Son
of God.” (Jobn iii. 18.) Can any language, dear
reader, be plainer, to shew you, that at this mo-
ment, the Searcher of hearts beholds you either
not condemned, or condemned already ? Let your
own conscience then respond.

There may be others who say, It is very harsh to
speak so plainly of the dreadful horrors of the lost ;
but our answer to such is, Did not our Lord warn
people against coming where their worm dieth not,
and the fire is not quenched? Did He not speak
of the greater dammnation? Did nof He also say,
“ Preach the gospel to every creature; he that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved, and he
that believeth not shall be damned””? Did not the
Apostle Paul say, ¢ Knowing the terror of the
Lord, we persuade men ”? and also,  How shall
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” O,
dear reader, our desire is that you may flee from
the wrath to come, and be saved ; for God is still
rich in mercy. The door of eternal salvation is
still 'wide open. The gospel is still the power of
God unto salvation to every one that believeth.
The blood. of the crucified Saviour still cleanses
from all sin. It is indeed a great salvation. The
foulest sinmer now has liberty to come to the
Lord Jesus without money, and without price.
He delivers from eternal condemnation, blots out
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all sin and transgression by His blood, freely gives
everlasting life and righteousness, and introduces
the far-off, self-destroying, guilty sinner, at once to
perfect peace in the Father’s bosom. Is not this
a great salvation? If the reader has neglected it
to the present moment, let him now inquire how he
can escape the wrath to come. You may not
have néglected chapel-going, church-going, alms-
giving, or the outward ordinances of religion, and
yet you have neglected this great salvation. O
unsaved soul! How can you be happy? How
can you give sleep to your eyes again, without
receiving this great salvation? Oh, that the Holy
Spirit may so awaken you to a sense of your real
danger, that you may flee to the Saviour now,
agonise to enter in at the strait gate, make the
precious blood of Christ your only refuge, and
find that it purges your conscience, and puts you:
on the ground of eternal salvation, and therefore of.
perfect peace with God. The Lord delights to save.

Let us now consider WHO ARE THE SAVED?
That must be me (says the Pharisee), for I give
alms, make long prayers, pay my dues, injure no
one, and live a good life. But in this he is sadly
deceived, for he knows not the only Saviour,
refuses His gospel, and all his righteousness is.
only filthy rags before God. God has declared,
“There is none righteous, no, not one . . . . none-
that doeth good, no, not one.” And, notwith-
standing all the boasted religiousness of many, it
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is further declared that “ By the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight.” Who
then can be saved? Is there any way by which
a crimson sinner can be made whiter than snow ?
Yes, in Christ and through IHis blood—even the
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe. A
believer, then, is cleansed from all sin by the blood
of Christ, and made the righteousness of God in
Christ who is risen and ascended ; and all on the
principle of faith. And there never has been any
other way of a sinner’s being accounted righteous
before God but in the way of faith. Abel and
Noah were accounted righteous by faith. Abra-
ham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness. David also spoke of the doctrine
of righteousness without works. Paul often
brings it before us in his epistles, and shews that
it shall be imputed to them now who belicve on
Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead; who was delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification. To the sin-
stricken soul then, who has taken refuge in the
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, He still says,
“Thy sins are forgiven . . . . thy faith hath
saved thee; go in peace.” (Luke vii. 48, 50.)
He has eternal life, and God wishes him to know
that he has it for his present comfort and bless-
ing.  The language of the beloved apostle John is
“ These things have I written unto you that
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believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye
may know that ye have eternal life,” and elsewhere
he says, “We know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren.” (1 Johnv.
13;ii1. 14.) Such also have remission of sins, and
are justified from all things; this also God wishes
" them to know for present assurance. ¢ Beit known
unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through
this man [Christ] is preached unto you the for-
giveness of sins: and by him, all that believe are
justified from all things;” and again, ¢ To him
[Christ] give all the prophets witness, that through
his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive
‘remission of sins.” (Acts xiii. 38, 39; x. 43.)
Moreover, to such as have remission of sins, the
Holy Ghost is given as the seal and earnest of
the inheritance ; and because they are children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus, the Holy Ghost is
given as the Spirit of adoption. * Because ye are
sons, Grod hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” (See
Acts x, 43-47 ; Gal. iii. 26; iv. 6.)

Can anything more clearly shew the present and
eternal salvation, those are brought into, by divine
grace, who know the Son of God now in glory,
who was crucified but is risen and ascended, as
the Object of their faith? Well might the apostle
say, that the preaching of the cross is, “unto us
which are saved,” the power of God.

) A P
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ELIJAH.

2 Kines 11.

Tr1s chapter is completo in itself. In it, we have
the translation, or ascension, of the witness of
God. ELjah: a name very significant— “ My
God is the Lord.” We shall find in this deeply
interesting portion of the word, that Elijah is a
type of Him whom Thomas would call “my Lord
and my God.”

The starting-point of this moral picture of Jesus
has been greatly overlooked. A little careful ex-
amination of the word will shew that this Gilgal,
from which Elisha went with Elijah, was not the
Gilgal on the low banks of the Jordan near to
Jericho. From that Gilgal, it was not possible for
them to have gone down to Beth-el. Indeed it is
said of Elisha, when he had re-crossed the Jordan
and was therefore in the neighbourhood of the
Jordan-Gilgal, that ‘“he went up from thence
unto Beth-el.”” (Ver. 23.)

In chapter i. Elijah had been sent to meet the
messengers of the king Ahaziah, who was sick;
and who had wickedly sent them from Samaria to
Ekron. (Ver. 3.) Elijah is found sitting on the
top of the hill, and from thence he went down
to Samaria. The king was surprised that the
messengers had turned back. All this could not
be, if we supposed Elijah on the low plains of the
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Jordan far away. But if we look at the Gilgal
placed on the map about ten miles from Samaria,
near to Shechem, over against the West or Medi-
terranean Sea, then this Gilgal would be straight
in the way to Ekron, where the messengers would
" pass. And this agrees exactly with its position
viewed from the standpoint of Moses, in the land
~ of Moab, when he wrote these words: “Put the
blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon
mount Ebal ; are they not on the other side Jordan,
by the way where the sun goeth down, in the land
of the Canaanites, which dwell in the champaign
over against Gilgal, beside the plains of Moreh ?”
(Deut. xi. 29, 30.) Thus Gilgal must have been
on the heights of Canaan, between the plains of
Moreh and the coast of the sea, where the sun
goeth down ; as placed on the map. To this also
agrees the account of Joshua, of the kings he
smote, beginning with Jericho, and going further
up the country, until we reach this very district.
“The king of Dor in the coast of Dor, one; the
king of the nations of Gilgal, one.” (Josh. xii. 23.)
This Gilgal then was a royal city on the heights of
the mountains of Canaan.

The descent of Elijah was from the heights of
Canaan to the depths of the Jordan. Do we not
then see here a picture of the path of the Lord
Jesus? “ Now that he ascended, what is it but
that he also descended first into the lower parts of
the earth? He that descended is the same also
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ascended up far above all iv.
9.) There was a solemnity gathered around the
scene  when the Lord would take up Elijah into
heaven." You will find it nearly a straight line
the Gilga of the heights Canaan,
Jericho, and the Jordan. In figure, he
must pass through the very Jordan of death.
Surely this points us to that one hour in His
history who made the heavens and the earth.
Oh that when He must needs suffer,
needs die.

Let usthen commence with Elijah at the royal
city on the heights of Canaan. From this height
he is the sent one down to Beth-el, the house of

What afigure of the true starting-point of
the Son of God, the sent One. If Canaan be a
figure of the heavenlies, then the heights of the
royal Gilgal remind us of those heights of glory He
had with the Father before the world was. (John
5) What a Thefirst stepin Elijah's
descent was from Gilga to Beth-el.  Tarry, |
pray for the Lord hath sent me to Beth-€l."
Yes, let us tarry awhile, and dwell on the first
step downwards from those heights of glory, when
He who is the image of the invishle God, became
man.  Who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be with but made
himsalf of no reputation, and took upon him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness
men." (Phil. ii. In the beginning was the



