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THE LOVE OF CHRIST: 

OK, DESIRE. 

MANY Christians spend much of their lives de¬ 
siring the love of Christ, and still more in desiring 
to love Christ. " Draw me, we will run after 
thee." There is love to Christ, but a sehse of 
distance. " Tell me, 0 thou whom my soul loveth, 
where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to 
rest at noon? for why should I be as one that 
turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?" 
Such expressions as these iu the Song of Solomon 
express the state of many a soul now, as well do 
they describe the condition of the remnant of 
Israel in days to come. How many of us have 
felt a well-known line in a hymn suit the real state 
of our souls—" Oh, draw me, Saviour, after Thee" 
—and may have wondered why a dear servant of 
the Lord, more deeply experienced in the love of 
Christ than ourselves, should have altered it to, 
" Lord, Thou hast drawn me after Thee." Is not 
the difference immense ? 

The difference would not be greater than if you 
saw a child looking eagerly through a shop window 
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

at various kinds of delicious fruit within. Yes, 
that child loves grapes, and pears, and plums, and 
greatly desires them, but riot one does it enjoy ; it 
is outside, and they are all inside. A kind hand 
opens the door, and a loving voice says, Come in, 
my child. Freely I give you all. Eat, and enjoy, 
whatever is for your good. How real the differ¬ 
ence between the desire of that child, and the en¬ 
joyment of the fruit! And has not that One with 
the wounded hand opened the door ? Or does He 
leave us outside still, only to desire? It is, or 
was, the true place of a Jew outside the holiest; 
he could only earnestly desire. That is not the 
true place of a Christian. " The king hath 
brought me into his chambers." " As the apple-
tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved 
among the sons. I sat down under his shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my 
taste." Is not this the King with the wounded 
hands ? " He brought me to the banqueting-
house, and his banner over me was love." What 
holy, deep, real enjoyment do these words de¬ 
scribe ! Is this desire at a distance, looking 
through the window? No; " I sat"—perfect re¬ 
pose of heart—in the presence of Christ. No 
fear; no, such perfect love casteth out fear. God 
is love, and that new nature born of Him de-
lighteth in Him "with great delight." And it is 
not longing to love Him, but delighting in Him. 
"And his fruit was sweet to my taste." 
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Now a very common mistake is often made. Ifc 
is this: that we must love Him more, and more, 
and more, until at last we may hope to arrive at 
this banquet of love. It is not so; it is not an. 
act of our own. " He brought me to the ban-
queting-house." Oh, how tenderly He led me, 
with those wounded hands, to the banquet of love I 
But must it not be our love to Him that makes the 
banquet of love ? No, " His banner over me was 
love." 

Is it not evident, then, that if we truly " have-, 
known and believed the love that God hath to us," 
we must go beyond " Oh draw me, Saviour, after 
Thee"? It is quite true, in another sense, that we 
need constantly His power to keep us, and guide v 

us through this wilderness. Cut" God is love ; and 
he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in. God, and God 
in him." Yes, He has not only brought us into 
the banquet of love, and spread His banner over 
us, but this is our dwelling, abiding place. Is it 
not written, " Having loved his own which were 
in the world, he loved them to the end"? The 
banner of love ever floats over us. The fruit is 
ever sweet. The perfect rest is ever secure. Not 
a sin did He fail to bear. Never can He cease to. 
love or intercede for those whose sins He bore. 

No, the believer has not to desire peace with 
God, and rest to his soul. " I sat down." He 
has not to long for repose of soul in the pre¬ 
sence of Christ. No, he rests under His shadow 
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in sweet repose. He has not to desire the love of 
Christ: that love is sweet to his taste. He has not 
to say, " Oh draw me," he is brought into the ban-
queting-house. He can say, " My beloved is 
mine, and I am his ; he feedeth among the lilies." 

There is no effort to love; all is deep, perfect, 
full enjoyment. A miner in a deep pit, on fire, 
and about to perish in the suffocating fumes, may 
well cry out, " Oh, draw me out; oh, draw me out 
into the bright day and pure air." But if a noble¬ 
man sent his own son as volunteer to fetch him 
out of that pit of death, and then made him joint-
heir with that son of a large estate, he would not 
then desire to be out. Neither could he desire to 
be brought into the sunshine and light of day, 
nor to breathe the pure, fresh air. No; see him 
walking with and talking to that son who had 
saved him, and who delighted to share with him 
all the estate. 

Is this an over-drawn picture? Far from it. 
Every illustration fails to set forth the eternal love 
of God in Christ. " As the Father hath loved me, 
so have I loved you: continue ye in my love." 
Surely, then, He could not love us more. " So 
have I loved you." Mark, we have not to keep 
His commandments to cause Him to love us, or to 
attain to His love, but to abide in His love. " If 
ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my 
love; even as I have kept my Father's command¬ 
ments, and abide in his love." And why does the 
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Lord thus speak to us ? He says further, " These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 
He would not have us remain outside in the con¬ 
tinual disappointment of mere desire, but come 
into the banquet of full joy in the everlasting 
possession of His love, •with the conscience purged, 
and in perfect repose, through His precious blood; 
the heart for ever satisfied, dwelling in His un¬ 
changing love ; the affections now free to act and 
flow forth from Himself to all the objects of His 
love. For this is the desire of His heart. " This 
is my commandment, that ye love one another, as 
I have loved you." Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends." 

Have we to desire Him to do this ? Surely not. 
Who could have conceived such a thing? No, 
God so loved. Jesus so loved. It is done. 
" Christ also loved the church, and gave himself 
for it." " Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood." 

It will thus be seen b}' the Christian reader, that 
we cannot desire Christ to love us. His love to us 
has been displayed to the utmost. We cannot de¬ 
sire God to love us more than He has loved, 
or more than He does love. For nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

We may have a desire to depart, and be with 
Christ, which is far better. Paul had this desire. 
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(Phil. i. 23.) But this was because he knew the 
love of Christ to him. We may long and hope for 
that moment when we shall be like Him in the 
glorified body, but this is because of the certainty 
that when He appears we shall be like Him. Yes, 
we shall see Him as He is, and be like Him. But 
all this is far different from desiring now that 
Christ would love us. No, He wishes our present 
joy to be full, dwelling in His love. He says to 
the Father, "And the glory which thou gavest 
me, I have given them; that they may be one, 
even as we are one. I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one; and that 
the world may know that thou hast sent me, and 
hast loved them as thou hast loved me." (John 
xvii. 22, 23.) 

Just think of the glory given to Christ, already 
given to us. And shortly the world shall know 
that the Father hath loved us, even as He has 
loved Christ! I Oh, yes, the blessed One, with 
those wounds in His hands, says, Come into th& 
banquet; my banner over you is eternal love. 

But the reader may say, Ought I not to desire 
to love God ? How plain the answer! If you 
know and believe this wondrous love of God to 
you, you will (not desire, but) love Him, because 
He first loved you. " Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins." " We love 
Mm, because he first loved us." As the children 
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of God, we have the nature of our Father, and 
He is love. Would not that be a strange child 
that desired to love its parent ? And the love of 
God leads us to delight, to keep His command¬ 
ments. It is the very outflow of the new nature, 
by the power of the indwelling Spirit of God. 
True love is never occupied with self. Desire to 
love is always so. We may read page after page 
of those seeking and desiring to love God, and 
find nothing but self-occupancy, from beginning to 
end. If you ask them the meaning of those 
words, " The love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us" 
(Horn. v. 5), their thought will be, th? more we 
love God, the more He will love us. This shews 
sad ignorance of the great FACT declared here. 
Believing God, who hath raised from the dead 
Jesus our Lord, " who was delivered for our 
offences, and was raised again for our justification," 
we are justified, accounted righteous, before the 
very eye of God. " Therefore, being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." To desire to make peace with God 
would spoil all. It would be to set aside the peace 
now made by the blood of Jesus, and thus desire 
to make peace with God ourselves in some other 
way. No, it is as certain a fact that we have peace 
with God, as that He who has made our peace is 
raised from among the dead. We do not desire 
peace, we have it WITH GOD. We do not desire 
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access to the banquet of love, we have access by 
faith into this grace, this wondrous free favour 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. 

In like manner, though we pass through tribu¬ 
lation, yet we " glory in tribulations also, knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, 
experience; and experience, hope; and hope 
maketh not ashamed; because the lore of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given to us." 

Do not mistake: if the love of God is not shed 
abroad in your heart, if the Holy Ghost is not 
given to you, then you are not a Christian, and 
that is another matter. But if you know and be¬ 
lieve the love of God to you in sending His Son, 
then every barrier to the love of God has been 
removed. You have not to desire, but the love of 
God is shed abroad in your heart, the Holy Ghost 
is given to you. That love is revealed in Christ, 
cease your vain, unbelieving desires. No longer 
stand with the doubting crowd without, but take 
your happy seat beneath His shade in everlasting 
repose. The Lord bless these few thoughts on the 
difference between love and desire to every Chris¬ 
tian reader, and may we evermore rejoice in the 
Lord. C. S. 



THE RIBAND OF BLUE AND THE LACE 
OF BLUE. 

NDMBEKS xv.; EXODUS xxvm. 

IN these two scriptures we have a remarkable con¬ 
trast. The one, the riband of blue, is a symbol or 
sign of man fully tested under the most favourable 
circumstances: what man is to God. In the other, 
the lace of blue : what Christ is to man. 

Let us remember both were of God. Man has 
been tested. Christ is our great High Priest. 

In turning, then, first, to the riband of blue, let 
us remark that the institution of the riband of 
blue was of God. " And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, 
and bid them that they make them fringes in the 
borders of their garments, throughout their genera¬ 
tions, and that they put upon the fringe of the 
borders A RIBAND OF BLUE : and it shall be unto 
you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and 
remember all the commandments of the Lord, and 
do them That ye may remember and do all 
my commandments, and be holy unto your God. 
I am the Lord your God, which brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, to be your God. I am the 
Lord your God." 

Thus the institution of the riband of blue was of 
God, and is very beautiful. It was not worn in 
Egypt whilst they were slaves to Pharaoh, but 
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after God had brought them out by redemption. 
A riband of blue, worn by a slave of Pharaoh, or 
a slave of Satan, would be a contradiction, as blue 
is the heavenly colour, that which is of God. 

Who, then, were to wear the riband of blue ? 
The nation of Israel, and the stranger that came 
to dwell with them, to sojourn in the land. It was 
the outward visible sign of that one nation whom 
God had brought from Egypt, and to whom He 
had made known His laws and commandments. 
As circumcision was a mark before the eye of 
God, so the riband of blue was to be a constant 
sign of remembrance before their own eyes. 
" That ye may look upon it, and remember all the 
commandments of the Lord, and do them." "And 
be holy unto your God." It certainly was very 
striking: the blue on the fringe of their garments, 
almost touching the earth as they walked, with its 
heavenly colour, ever proclaiming the holy claims 
of God, He requiring men to walk in heavenly 
purity arid holiness before Him. 

The context of the institution of the riband of 
blue will shew that it was not a sign that Israel 
did thus walk in heavenly purity, but rather what 
a holy God must require. He must have a perfect 
obedience to all His commandments, if man is to 
stand on that ground before Him. 

The context is indeed remarkable. In chapter 
xiv. we find Israel murmuring, in rebellion so 
fearfully, that had God dealt with them in judg-
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merit, they would have been destroyed. Then we 
have the intercession of Moses. The Lord hears 
and pardons. Still there is continued rebellion 
and sin. Then grace shines out in chapter xv., 
and also government. They had pledged them¬ 
selves to do all the commandments of the Lord, in 
Exodus xix. Thus the riband of blue was a badge 
of the pledge they had taken to do ALL the 
commandments of Jehovah. 

The immediate context of this deeply interesting 
institution is still more remarkable. A man was 
found gathering sticks on the sabbath-day. If he 
had kept the law in every other point, yet he was 
guilty. " And the Lord said unto Moses, The man 
shall surely be put to death." The sabbath-day 
being a type of the rest of soul God gives through 
redemption, nothing could possibly be allowed on 
man's part to pollute that rest. God said to Israel, 
" And remember that thou wast a servant in the 
land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought 
thee out thence, through a mighty hand, and by a 
stretched-out arm : THEREFORE the Lord thy God 
commanded thee to keep the sabbath-day." (Deut. 
v. 15.) 

Does not God still speak in this shadow ? Peaco 
with God and rest of soul is only to be found 
through the redemption we have in Christ Jesus. 
Hence, nothing can be allowed of our works to 
touch or pollute the perfect sabbath of rest we 
have in Christ. 
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This will be seen in another scripture. Never 
•was the observance of the sabbath more strictly 
enforced than when Moses was just about to re¬ 
ceive the people's contributions for the tabernacle. 
" Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh 
day there shall be to you an holy day, a sabbath of 
rest to the Lord: whosoever doeth work therein, 
shall be put to death. Ye shall kindle no fire 
throughout your habitations on the sabbath-day." 
(Ex. xxxv. 2, 3.) 

Does not God say to us in this, The first thing I 
desire is, that you may have perfect repose in 
my presence: then I am ready to receive your 
smallest works and offerings ? And does not this 
explain why God could have no pleasure in those 
sacrifices which did not purge the conscience, or 
bring man into the holy presence of God? (See 
Heb. x. 1-10.) Nay, was not this God's eternal 
purpose to bring the sinner, perfectly purged from 
sins, into His holy presence in the perfect and 
eternal sabbath of rest? We can well see, then, 
why no work of man could be allowed to mar 
this rest. 

The man had not kindled the fire, but he had 
presumptuously gathered the sticks. And mark, 
that if a man is on the principle of law, of which 
the riband of blue was the outward sign, he is 
under the curse; for the least infraction of that 
law brings a curse. The gatherer of sticks, 
though he had not kindled the fire, must die. 
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We shall find this fully confirmed in the New 
Testament. 

We will now inquire what was the first thing 
that took place after the touching and beautiful in¬ 
stitution of the riband of blue. The very first 
thing we find in the host of the riband of blue, is 
the sin and rebellion of Korah and his company. 

How sad this is: instead of looking at the riband 
of blue, and keeping all the commandments of 
the Lord, to do them, to be holy unto the Lord, 
the very leaders, the ministers of the sanctuary, 
are chief in this fearful rebellion. This was the 
first act of the army of the riband of blue. Surely 
it demands our attention, and especially as we know 
this is one of the great sins of Christendom—the 
way of Core, or Korah. (Jude 11.) 

The sin was this: it was the ministers of God 
seeking also to usurp the priesthood. There was 
only one high priest in Israel, type of our only 
one great High Priest, passed into the heavens. 
Rebellion against Aaron was sin against the Lord. 
And what was the righteous judgment of the Lord 
on these wicked men ? The earth was made to 
open its mouth, and swallow them up. They went 
down alive into the pit. Fire also came out from 
the Lord, and destroyed the two hundred and fifty 
princes, famous in the congregation, men of re¬ 
nown. And if it was so fearful to sin against 
Aaron, is it a light matter, 0 ye so-called priests, 
famous in the congregation, to sin now against 
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Christ, by usurping the functions of priesthood ? 
We earnestly entreat you to repent before the ter¬ 
rible judgment, now so near at hand, overtakes 
you. 

There is but one great High Priest, who has 
passed into the heavens ; what, then, will be the 
judgment on those who usurp His place as priests 
on earth ? 

Thus, at the institution of the riband of blue, 
man was placed on the principle he had accepted, 
to remember and do all the commandments of the 
Lord; but the gathering of sticks on the sabbath, 
and the sin of Korah and his company, prove that 
the least presumptuous breach of that law must be 
punished with death. 

Then, further, what was the history of those 
marked out from the rest of the world by this 
badge of blue? Can we find one person, from 
Moses to Christ, that kept his pledge—that kept 
the holy principles of the riband of blue ? No, 
not one ; for " all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God." What a happy people would 
Israel have been, had they kept the holy walk of 
the riband of blue ! But, alas ! judges, priests, 
kings, people, all are proved, in God's word, guilty 
before Him! Not one kept the pledge of the 
riband of blue ! 

It was to this very nation, who wore the riband 
of blue on the fringe of their garments, that God 
sent His Son. Did He find the riband of blue a 
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true sign, that they remembered and did all the 
commandments of the Lord? Did He find them 
a holy people to Jehovah ? 

Hear what Jesus says: " All their works they 
do for to be seen of men: they make broad their 
phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 
garments." Yes, the eye of the Son of God saw 
that riband of blue on the fringe of their gar¬ 
ments, as a mark of hypocrisy and self-
righteousness. 

The two great commandments are—Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Now the 
Eternal God was made flesh, and dwelt among the 
company of the riband of blue. Did they love 
Him ? He who created the universe was revealed; 
in love, He had become their neighbour. Did 
the wearers of that heavenly-coloured riband love 
Him? They hated Him without a cause. They 
spat in His face. They demand that He should 
be crucified. And as He was offered up in divine 
love a sacrifice for sins, as He breathed those 
most tender words, "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do," they gnashed their 
teeth with rage and hatred of Him, though every 
one of them may have worn the riband of blue. 
They were pledged by that riband to remember all 
the commands of that very Jehovah-Jesus, whom, 
with wicked hands, they crucified, and hanged on 
a tree. 


