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@hings Few and @ld.

ASA,

“The Lord is with you, while ye be with him.>
2 CHRONICLES XV. 2.

THE history of Asa, king of Judah, and the
Lord’s dealings with the remnant who had not
revolted from the house of David, is full of in-
struction for us in these remnant times. There
were times when the Lord was with His people
most manifestly, and there were times when He
was not with that same people. It is so now.
Is not the Lord manifestly present to faith in the
midst of Christians, when assembled together,
gathered to His name, according to His promise,
in Matthew xviii.? And are there not instances
when there is no manifestation of His presence
with His people, not only where all is mere
established form and routine, a man, or men,
appointed to everything, and no thought of look-
ing for the guidance of the Holy Ghost, and no
thought of the Lord Jesus being present ?

But where there is the profession of being
gathered to His name, and the outward form of
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wwming the presence and guidance of the Lord;
where the remnant-separation position is taken,
dtke ithe scparation of Judah from Israel—yes,
awoad the table of the Lord—are there not times
andl places where there is not the felt, conscious
sepse of the Lord’s presence, either for worship
or diseipline? Hymn after hymn, scripture after
geripture read, and no real divine order, no real
manifestation of the Lord with them, and conse-
gaently, no power for worship, no going out to
win souls, and take spoil from Satan. This is not
a gquestion of the salvation of the soul. Are
ihere not thousands saved who have never known
ibe reality of the Lord’s presence with those
draky gathered to His blessed name 2

New, this inquiry is the more important, when
we remember the last two conditions of the
seven states of Christendom. (Rev. ii, iii) In
Philadelphia we see the state of an assembly
4ruly gathered to Christ, the Holy and the True.
He is everything, and everything is approved.
¥n Laodicea Christ is nothing to them, they
have everything but Him, and there all is wrong,
and all is disapproved. Rich, and increased in
goads, but as to Christ, lukewarm indifference.
Now, can any one with spiritual discernment
question the fact, that there are assemblies sink-
img into this state? In this sense, then, how
aodemon the words of Azariah, the son of Oded:
*The Lord is with you, while ye be with him.”
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It is said in chapter xiv., “ And Asa did ¢hat
which was good and right in the eyes of the
Lorp his Gop.” We would not question, for =
moment, that, in these days again, the Spirit kas
raised up those who have sought only to do thet
which is good and right in the eyes of the Levd.
Such is the true Philadelphian condition, to hawe
the approval of the Lord. Sadly this is for
gotten in the mass of Sardis; but the Spirié ¢
God has led, in these last days, a feeble remnané
to desire, above all things, to walk in the sighs
of the Lord. (Compare Rev. iii. 7-13.)

Verses 4, 5. Strange altars and high places
did Asa remove, and built fenced cities in Judah,
Strange altars, unscriptural forms of worship,
have been removed in our days; and little ferced
assemblies have been gathered, holding the
blessed security of the Lord’s presence for
discipline. The land had rest, because the Lord
had given them rest.

It has also been wonderful, the deep enjoy-
ment of peace, of rest of soul, after centuries of
doubt and perplexity: “Because the Lord had
given him rest.” Yes, we have had rest, becaure
the Lord has given us perfect peace, rest of soul.
in His dear presence. Having been justified, we
have peace with God, through Jesus Christ onr
Lord. And not only so, but how calm the peace
of the soul, or of the assembly, that rests in the
love of God, and the consciousness of the pre-
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sence of the Lord—a peace of mind we never
knew in the organisations of men.

Agsa said, Let us build these cities, &e., “be-
cause we have sought the Lord our God, we have
sought him, and he hath given us rest on every
side. So they built, and prospered.” Surely we
may learn here how much holy discipline—yes,
walls and towers, gates and bars—have to do
with the spiritual prosperity of an assembly of
Christians. So they built, and prospered.

The army of Asa bare targets and spears, they
bare shields, and drew bows. Thus in active
gospel service now, we have found the need of
the shield of faith, in going forth to war with
the powers of darkness. Great was the host of
Zerah, the Ethiopian, the host of a thousand
thousand, and three hundred chariots. And this
great host came against Asa. “And Asa cried
unto the Lorp his God, and said, Lord, it is
nothing with thee to help, whether with many,
or with them that have no power: help us, O
Lorp our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy
name we g6 against this multitude.” Is not this
the true Philadelphian state of soul? A feeble
company, having little strength, but gathered to,
and trusting in, the name of the Lord. Yes,
“Help us, O Lord our God, for we rest in thee.”

Far more in Christendom than the host of
Zerah are the determined foes of those whe
know, and trust in, and rest in the Lord. And
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the warfare of the feeble remnant now is not to
destroy, but to save. It is not to smite, but to
heal. They do seek to gather much spoil, but it
is to spoil the cities of Satan of precious souls.
And, as Asa brought much spoil to Jerusalem, so
would they bring much spoil to the place where
the name of the Lord is recorded. Yes, they
would bring the spoil of precious souls to the
feet of their Lord. Yes, chapter xiv. may be
used as very aptly illustrating the work of the
Holy Ghost, in separating souls to the Lord, in
these Tast days, as found in the last but one state
of Christendom, as prophetically described in
the address to Philadelphia.

Have you known this rest of conscience,
through the infinite saerifice of Christ? And
have you known this rest of heart, as truly
gathered to the Lord ? If so, we will now look
at the warnings and instructions of chapter xv.

It is the Spirit of God who gives the warning.
He came upon the son of Oded: “And he went
out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me,
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The Lord is
with you, while ye be with him: and if ye seek
him, he will be found of you: but if ye forsake
him, he will forsake you.” We must beware of
using these words in reference to the eternal
salvation of our souls. In that sense, nething
can separate us from the love of God which isin
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. viii. 30-39.) But,
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as to all fruit-bearing, and real testimony for
Christ, and consequent reward hereafter, Jesus
says: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.” “If a man love me, he will
keep my words; and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him.” To such, how real the privilege! He
says to them, “For where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.”

In Luke xxiv. 35-48, and John xx. 19-23, we
have a visible illustration of the Lord in the
midst since His resurrection. Yes, Jesus Him-
self in the midst of them. Do we believe that
He is as really present now, though not seen by
mortal eyes? Does He open to us the scriptures,
by the Holy Ghost sent down to take His place ?
The question is this—1Is it reality, or mere form ?
In this sense, let us listen to the Spirit speaking
to us by the son of Oded. And, to help us in
meditating on these solemn warnings and encou-
ragements, let us remember that, though Thya-
tira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea run on to
the end, yet Sardis, or Protestantism, came out of
Thyatira, or Romanism; and Philadelphia suc-
ceeded Sardis. And, in like manner, the awful
state of Laodicea follows Philadelphia. And
may not this last be the dead and lifeless form of
those who have the very truth itself ?
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If, then, 2 Chronicles xiv. illustrates the
gracious work of God the Holy Ghost during
the last fifty years, how timely, then, and search-
ing the words of the same Spirit of God by the
son of Oded ? He thus addressed the remnant of
those days. May his words be blest to those
who have an ear to hear in these days.

Asa had an ear to hear, “Asa heard these
words.” We shall see the effect on him, and on
the remnant. Surely every verse speaks to us.
They were needed then, they are needed now.
The works of the beginning of his reign had to
be done again. Is it not so with us? Do we
not need dlso to do our first works? What is
the true condition of those professedly gathered
to Christ 2 Let us, then, hear the Spirit, in this
chapter, speaking to ourselves. Who can doubt
the need of this?

RPNy —
THE HARVEST OF WHEAT AND TARES.

THE crops are ripening fast; we may see the
colour change. The seed has been sown: all is
ready for the closing scene. We go back eighteen
centuries. Jesus sat in the little ship, and a great
multitude stood on the shore. He spoke many
things unto them in parables. The time had not
yet come to explain these things., The mystery of
the church was, as yet, kept a secret. The mys-
tery of the kingdom of heaven, during the ab-
gence of the King in heaven, was entirely unknown.
325-2
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The prophets had not this wondrous interval of
time revealed to them distinctly—from the death
of Messiah, to His coming again to set up His
kingdom on earth. The Spirit had foretold His
" ministry, His suffering and death, and His king-
dom over all the earth.

We desire to call attention to the fact, how ex-
actly this remarkable discourse has been fulfilled.
The first parable describes the entire change that
took place, from Judaism to Christianity —from
eommanding to sowing. ‘A sower went forth to
sow.” No longer seeking fruit from barren hu-
manity, but implanting a new life by the preached
word. And, to this day, but a part of the seed
sown brings forth fruit. Thus the first parable
describes exactly. what has, and does, take place in
a general way. The next three parables describe
the outward aspect of the kingdom of heaven
during the absence of the King. The last three
describe the result of the purpose of God during
this remarkable period.

It is, however, to the second parable we desire
to call especial attention. “The kingdom of
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good
seed in his field.” The first parable is the intro-
duction of the new principle of sowing seed, or
new life, and its results. The remaining six are
similitudes. A man sowed good seed in his field.
“ But while men slept, his enemy came, and
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.
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But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the
servants of the houscholder -came, and said unte
him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy
field? . From whence, then, hath it tares? He
said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said uanto him, Wilt thou, then, that we
go and gather them up? DBut he said, Nay ; lest,
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the
wheat with them. Let both grow together until
the harvest; and in the time of harvest, I will say
to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares,
and bind them in bundles to burn them ; but
gather the wheat into my barn.” The word trans-
lated, *“ tare,” means, the *“darnel,” a plant that
grows about four feet high, somecthing like rye,
but the seed is very injurious. We will keep to
the word tare, with this explanation. The multi-
tude could not in the least understand what this
parable meant. How could they, since they knew
nothing of this long period of time in which it
would be fulfilled? It will be quite different in
the millennium ; as Isaiah had foretold, the wicked
will be judged, and die. (Is. Ixv. 20.)

We will now hear the Lord’s explanation to His
~disciples. (Ver. 37.) ¢ e answered and said
unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the-
Son of man.” There can be no mistake—the-
sower is Himself. Whatever means He may em--
ploy, He is the Sower of the good seed. ¢ THE:
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wzELD 1S THE WORLD.” How strange that there
should be so common a mistake, as though He had
said, “ The field is the church.” The church is
met once named in these parables; indeed, it is
not until we come to chapter xvi. that the church
# named, and then as a fature thing. * Upon
this rock I will build my charch, and the gates of
fhell shall not prevail against it.”

No, the field is not the church, but the world ;
and in this field there are two kinds of seed sown.
“The good seed are the children of the kingdom;
But the tares are the children of the wicked”
Jone]. Thus the Lord Jesus, looking on to the
harvest time, sees only two classes—the children
of the kingdom, and the children of the wicked
ene—the wheat and the tares. This is just what
He sees now ; two companies, about to be reaped,
for the harvest is close at hand. What a sight, to
see as He sees!

He (the King) is away in heaven. Two parties
gompose the kingdom, or, as we say, Christendom.
Al who are truly born of God, who have passed
from death unto life, form one part of the coming
harvest ; all the unconverted in the kingdom form
the other part—the tares. The children of the
kingdom—the wheat—are about to be gathered
into the garner; the doom of the others we shall
find equally certain. Who are they? The chil-
dren of the wicked onme. Who sowed them in.
Christ’s field—the world, that part of the world
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that professes His name ? * The enemy that sowed
them is the devil.” These are plain, bui awiaf,
words. :

This took place whilst men slept. Yes, whilst
the Bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered amd
slept. What is called the history of the church i
really the history of this kingdom in mystery.
There we may learn the fulfilment of this parable.
Who has sown all these hosts of unconverted
men in the kingdom during the absence of the
King? “The enemy that sowed them is the
devil.” We must not limit this searching inquiry
to the dark ages, when the tares persecuted the
wheat to bitter death. What has been the work
of the enemy, even during the last three hundred
years? Nay, what has been the state of even the
most favoured country in this field—England?®
Almost the whole of the professed ministers of
Christ were notoriously unconverted men, and
“ the enemy that sowed them is the devil.”” What
solemn words | but they are the words of Him
who is the truth. And what was the state of
those forming the Greek and Roman church? Ged
had His hidden, nearly buried, wheat; and Hs
had His servants proclaiming the gospel, so far ac
they knew it.

‘What is the true state of Christendom at thi
moment? Who are wheat, and who are tares?
Who are the children of the kingdom, and whe
are the children of the wicked one? WheX®
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‘What say you, reader; to which class do you be-
long? Take the first test. John, writing to the
children of God, says, “I write unto you, little
children, because your sins are forgiven you for
his name’s sake.” (1 John ii. 12.) Have you
this mark of the children? Do you know .that
your sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake? The
children of the kingdom know this. The children
of the wicked one never know this—nay, often
declare it cannot be known.

To begin with the most boasting in this country
—the Church of Rome ; of all the thousands of its
priests, how many bave the mark of sins forgiven
for Christ’s sake? Could you find one in a
hundred? And who sowed all the tares? * The
enemy that sowed them is the devil.”

If this be true—and can we deny it ?—then
what must be the state of the flocks? We pre-
tend to no infallible knowledge ; the Lord knoweth
them that are His.  But we have been much—
yea, deeply—impressed with the remark of an in-
telligent christian clergyman of the Protestant
Establishment to a friend of ours. After close
obdervation, he had come to the conclusion, that
there were great numbers even now of the clergy
unconverted. The Lord knows; but is it possible
that He sees thousands of tares—clergymen, pro-
fessed ministers of Christ, some holding in their
head, and some denying, the truths of the Refor-
mation? And who sowed every one of them,
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every unconverted clergyman in England ? ¢ The
enemy that sowed them is the devil.” Think of
the spiritual condition of all these parishes. And
is Presbyterianism, or any other -ism, any better ?
Lord, open our eyes, to see as Thou seest.

There are two marks of the wheat—very un
mistakable ones. We have seen one: sins for-
given for Christ’s sake—not for the sake of ‘any-
thing we have done, but for His sake who died for
as, and was raised from the dead for our justifica-
tion; and the other is—that the wheat is ready to
be gathered into the garner; to be taken, at any
moment, to the inheritance of the saints in light.
Thus they are ready, and wait, ¢ giving thanks
unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light,” &e. (Col. i.12.) Yes, they have eternal
redemption through the blood of Christ, and are
therefore ready, as the children of the kingdom,
to be taken to the garner.

We beg of all our readers to apply at least these
two tests: IMave you the blessed certainty that
your sins are forgiven you for Christ’s sake? and
«can you give thanks that you are—yea, that the
Father saTH made you—meet for the inheritance
of the saints in light? If you cannot answer
these two marks in the affirmative, whatever your
profession, or position in the kingdom, YoU may
be a tare. O God, search us by Thy truth.

We will look, in the next place, at the harvest.
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NOTES FOE YOUNG ON
EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS.
XVI.

It will be noticed, there is now

change in the epistle. The next three
form a parenthesis. The righteousness of God
has now been fully revealed and explained in His
dealings with, and bringing to Himsalf, both Jew

Gentile. Both dike guilty, and now both
aike justified ; so0 that there is no condemnation,
and no separation from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. But if this be so, what becomes
of al the specia promises to Israel in the pro-
phets? Thisis the subject taken up in these three
chapters.

Had the apostle, who had so clearly brought
out this truth of no difference now in God's ded-
ings with both, ceesed to love the nation of Israel ?
Nay, his love for them was 0 intense, that, like
Moses of old, he had, as it were, been beside
himsdf. He says, have great heaviness, and
continual sorrow in my heart. For | could wish
that mysdf were accursed from Christ for my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh."
some cases, that intense love carried him beyond
the guidance of the Holy Ghost. (Acts xx.
xxi. 4, &c) No doubt the Lord bore with His den
voted servant, and overruled al for
at Paul suffered imprisonment and



