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THANKSGIVING. 

THE year just passed away has been a year of 
trial and suffering to many: perplexity in the 
world, and sorrow in the church of God—what 
need of prayer and endurance ! We feel assured 
however, it will be helpful to our souls, to-
recount a few of the things for which we can, as 
believers, give thanks. 

1. Wo can give thanks, that the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ " hath chosen us 
in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before him 
in love." 

For this we have not to pray, but to give-
thanks. " For whom he did foreknow, he also-
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the first-born among 
many brethren. Moreover, whom he did pre¬ 
destinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justi¬ 
fied, them he also glorified." (Rom. viii. 29, SO.) 

We can thus look back into eternity, and 
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

give thanks that our salvation is according to 
eternal purpose. Yes, giving thanks to Him, 
" who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but ac¬ 
cording to his own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus, before the world began." 
(2 Tim. i. 9.) What a theme for thanksgiving ! 

2. " But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law." This again was not in answer to our 
prayers, but for which we can surely give thanks. 
And what God purposed in eternity, Jesus accom¬ 
plished in the fulness of time, or in the due 
appointed time. 

And further, for the believer's thanksgiving, 
redemption is not only accomplished, but we 
have it. " In whom WE HAVE redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace." (Eph. i. 7.) Again, we have 
not to pray for redemption or the forgiveness of 
sins when we have both, but surely to give 
thanks. 

3. If we believe God we have not to pray for 
justification and peace. Believing God we are 
justified. It is written, " By him all that believe 
ARE justified from all things." (Acts xiii. 39.) We 
are reckoned righteous, believing God who raised 
up Jesus our Lord from the dead. " Therefore 
being justified by faith, WE HAVE peace with God 
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through our Lord Jesus Christ." (Rom. v. 1.) All 
this is distinct cause for thanksgiving. 

4. But now as to the present journey through 
a world where everything is against Christ, and 
therefore against us as believers, and we, like 
sheep, ever ready to turn aside. How can we, 
and for what can we, now give thanks ? We can 
each one giv6 thanks because " the Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want." We have not to 
pray for a shepherd, but to give thanks. Oh, to 
know Him and trust Him more. Think of 
what He does for us, " He maketh me to lie dowu 
in green pastures," &c. (See Psalm xxiii.) Is not 
every verse a wondrous theme for thanksgiving ? 
It is not prayer here. 

5. But in the midst of so much temptation, 
and needing some one to sustain, succour, and 
help us that we fail not, can we now give thanks ? 
Yes, we can give thanks for our great High 
Priest. " For in that he himself hath suffered, 
being tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted." " For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as 
we, apart from sin." " Wherefore he is able also to 
save to the uttermost them that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter¬ 
cession for them." 

6. But if they fail, can they, besides confessing 
their sins, also give thanks ? Yes, they can give 
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thanks because they " have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and ho is the 
propitiation for our sins." (I John ii. 1.) Oh, what 
marvellous themes for thanksfnvin<T ! 

o o 

7. But if they should die, as to the body, can 
they then give thanks, or is all uncertain in that 
awful moment ? They can surely give thanks, 
for they well know that to be absent from the 
body is to be present with the Lord. (See 2 Cor. 
v. 1-8.) Concerning this the Christian alone can 
*ay " We know," and therefore he alone can give 
thanks and say, " We are confident . . . . and 
-willing rather to be absent from the body, and to 
be present with the Lord." 

8. And in the immediate prospect of the coming 
of the Lord, that which will so terrify the world, 
can we look forward to His coming and give 
thanks ? Yes, with fullest joy, for come what 
may Jesus has given this divine assurance: He 
has said," I go to prepare a place for you ; and if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also." (John xiv. 2, 3.) 

Now, beloved reader, if you are a Christian, 
you can give thanks for every one of these 
things; and if not, you cannot give thanks for 
one of them. We might go on, and add greatly 
to the list of matters of thanksgiving.—Oh, how 
blessed that nothing can separate us from the 
love of Christ! C. S. 



«THE LIFE." 

IN 1 John v. 19, we are told that " the whole 
world lieth in the wicked one ;" and in Ephesians 
ii. 1-3, that " we walked according to the course 
of /this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air. the spirit that now workcth in 
the children of disobedience ; among whom also 
we all [Jews as well as Gentiles] had our 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our 
flesh . . . and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others." What a solemn statement as to 
the condition of man in the world ! The whole 
world lying in the wicked one ! Children of dis¬ 
obedience, energised by the prince of this world I 
By nature the children of wrath ! How terrible, 
.and how absolutely hopeless the condition ! 

Yet this is the condition of the " first man " as 
•described by the Spirit of God, and that too, after 
4000 years of testing, with every appliance for 
Iris recovery. But there was no recovery for thu 
first man. The ruin was complete and irretriev¬ 
able. He had fallen under the power of Satan, 
and his life was blighted and utterly corrupted 
1)j sin. Without law, he was lawless ; under law,, 
a transgressor ; in the presence of grace, in God 
-come down to earth, revealed in the Son, he was 
«i God-hater. Such was the terrible condition of 
man, in whom the fountain of life was corrupted 
and ruined. 
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Blessed be God, another life has been manifested 
in tbe very scene where the first was destroyed, 
a life that subsisted in the Son with the Father 
from all eternity, and was manifested in Him 
ilown here on earth before the eyes of men. 
" The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only-begotten of the Father), full of grace and 
truth1." This was a new beginning for man in 
grace, and tbe revelation of a new life for man, 
a life that was before all worlds, and before all 
creatures, and a life that Satan could not touch, 
nor sin corrupt. This new beginning is life 
revealed in the Person of the eternal Son in 
manhood down here, and so the apostle says, 
" That which was from the beginning." It is not 
the same as " In the beginning " in John's Gospel, 
where the eternity of the Word is the subject 
" In the beginning was the Word." The Word 
existed in the beginning, did not begin to exist 
then, but existed, and, moreover, spoke into-
existenco everything that began to exist. In the 
Epistle of John," the beginning " is the beginning 
of the manifestation of eternal life on earth, in 
the Person of God's Son become Man. The Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among men here below, 
and through that veil of flesh His glory shone 
out before their eyes. They saw Him as an 
only-begotten with a Father, and the fulness of 
.grace and U'utk was there for man. What a 
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wonderful beginning! He was " the Word -of 
life." " In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men." " Light" and " life," " grace and 
truth," shone out in Him amid " the darkness " of 
this world. It was a wonderful display ! It was 
God Himself come down into all the misery and 
wretchedness of man—God manifested in the 
flesh. All that God is in light and love, truth and 
holiness, righteousness and grace, shone out. 
" The life was manifested," and in this life there' 
was the display of all that God could be in eternal 
blessing, for His lost and guilty creatures. The 
life was manifested in the Person of the eternal 
Son become man, and dwelling among men, the 
light of life shone out amid the darkness, and 
shone for every .man, not for Jews only, but for 
Gentiles as we'll. It was the brightness of heaven 
itself let down into the darkness here, and shining 
for all, just as the sun, the mighty orb of the 
day, shines for the whole world. 

I repeat, it was in the Person of the Son; and 
when men saw Him, they saw the life. Faith 
saw the life and rejoiced in its light. The 
apostles were attracted to its glory, shining out 
in Him, and became the witnesses to others of 
that wondrous life. In every word He spoke, 
in every movement, in every act, they saw the life 
shining out in its divine nature and character. 
They heard it, they saw it, they gazed on it, they 
.handled it with their hands. The apostle who 

337-2 
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wrote this epistle, could say, "The life was 
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, 
and shew unto you that eternal life, which was 
with the Father, and was manifested unto us." 
Yes, they saw the life, and followed its pathway 
of light through this dark world. They witnessed 
its patient ministry of love and mercy, in ten 
thousand ways relieving from the misery and 
wretchedness sin had brought in. Then, last of 
all, and greatest of all, they saw it meeting man's 
utmost need in that terrible cross, where all that 
God is in majesty and lowliness, shone out in the 
judgment of sin ; and all that He is in love and 
grace shone out in righteous blessing for man,, 
resurrection witnessing eternal victory over sin 
and over all the power of Satan. The clouds of 
darkness were now broken ; God had come out, 
and the clear light was now shining out in all the-
glory of grace, witnessing unhindered and un¬ 
limited blessing for man. The apostles saw,, 
believed, possessed. They were made partakers. 
of the life, and brought into fellowship with the-
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. The-
revelation of this life was a revelation of blessing,, 
to them and all who receive their word, bringing-
into a fellowship which lifts the soul above the 
circumstances of misery and sorrow through 
which we pass in this world. They saw the life, 
displayed, and not only were quickened with it,. 
but also drank in its spirit and character, as they 
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beheld its outgoings in the blessed Son of God. 
Partakers of the divine nature, they were also 
filled with common thoughts, desires, delights, 
joys with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ: 
and this in an established and known relationship, 
of which Christ was the measure and character. 
Who can estimate the blessedness of this ? 

And now the apostle says, " That which we 
have seen and heard, declare we unto you, that 
ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ." The apostles saw, and have 
borne witness; we have believed, and enter into 
fellowship with them. What more could we ask 
on this side of the glory, than to be brought into 
a fellowship like this ? How unspeakably great 
the blessing! Would we, like the foolish Gnostics, 
seek for something beyond this ? some new and 
further development ? Are we not satisfied with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ, and 
fellowship with them ? Surely this is enough to 
satisfy and fill the soul. Ti 'i by faith we enter 
into it now ; but it is wha: shall have in glory, 
when introduced into the deep, eternal joy and 
blessedness of the Father's house, where we shall 
be like Christ, and shall see His face. We are 
not there yet; but it is all unfolded to us, and 
faith drinks it in, and the heart and affections 
are moulded by it, and find their home there, 
and a joy which the world knows not of. 
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" These things write we unto you, that your 
joy may be full," says the apostle John, who had 
drunk to the full at this eternal spring of joy. 
" That your joy may be full "'! What a word of 
comfort for those to whom sin had wrung out a 
full cup of sorrow, but who have come to Christ 
to drink of the fountain, of life and blessing, and 
exchange that cup of sorrow for the cup of joy ! 
It is not a half and half thing that cannot fully 
satisfy. We are brought to that which is the 
spring of heaven's own joy, which fills the heart 
of the Father with eternal delight, which com¬ 
mands the homage and praise of all the hosts 
above, the very centre of heaven's glory, Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, and revealer of the 
Father; and surely this is enough to fill our poor 
hearts with a joy never known before. God 
would have us filled even now with the joy that 
will fill us through all eternity. He has connected 
us by faith, with a scene which His own presence 
fills; and He would have us enjoy the relation¬ 
ship into which He has brought us, finding our 
spring of joy in Himself, and drinking to the 
full. 

May we know more and more the fulness of 
this joy with which God Himself delights to fill 
us, that in some feeble measure, at least, we may 
reflect that Christ in whom it has been revealed 
to us, and in whom we are introduced into the 
fulness of eternal blessing. A. H. R. 
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SHORT PAPERS ON THE OFFERINGS. 

VI. 
THE MEAT-OFFERING. 

LEVITICUS n., xxm. 

W E have been dwelling on the contrast between 
the oblation of the first-fruits, which could not 
be burnt on the altar for a sweet savour, and the 
meat-offering of the first-fruits, which must be 
burnt without leaven, a sweet savour by fire unto 
the Lord. 

Leviticus xxiii. will explain this more fully. 
Only we must again bear in mind that all this 
follows the passover. It is instruction for those 
who have been redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb. I t is, " When ye be come into the land 
which I give unto you." Now, dear reader, how 
as to this ? Have you redemption through His 
blood ? As Israel passed with Moses through the 
Red Sea out of Egypt, have you passed with 
Jesus out of Egypt through death ? And, still 
more, have you passed with our true Joshua 
through the Jordan of death into the land; 
through death into resurrection, the antitype of 
Canaan ? " When ye be come into the land which 
I give unto you." 

We must be " dead with Christ" and " risen 
•with Christ" to understand these things, and in 
the heavenlies in Christ. (Col. ii. 20, iii. 1; Eph, 
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i. 3, ii. 6.) Oh! have we come into this land 
•which He hath given unto us ? " Here we rest in 
wonder viewing." 

And first as to Himself. Is He not the first-
fruit wave-sheaf, the first sheaf of the harvest ? 
How blind the Jews were not to understand this. 
The very day of the passover was the day when 
He was offered up, the Lamb of God. And the 
very day they waved the first ripe sheaf, He 
arose from the dead on that first day of the 
week, the morrow after the sabbath. "And he 
shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be ac¬ 
cepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath 
the priest shall wave it." (Lev. xxiii. 11.) Thus 
our Jesus having been delivered for our iniquities 
on the cross, the true atoning Lamb of God, was 
on that very morrow after the sabbath, accepted 
for us. Accepted for our eternal redemption— 
accepted for our righteousness, our justification 
—accepted to be evermore our subsisting right¬ 
eousness. Yes, God in righteousness raised 
Him from the dead for our justification, on 
the very day that the wave sheaf was waved 
before the Lord, in type for the acceptance of 
Israel. 

"And ye shall offer that day, when ye wave 
the sheaf, an he lamb without blemish of the 
first year, for a burnt-offering unto the Lord." 
Mark, there is no sin-offering on that day. He 
•"knew no sin." He needed no sin-offering for 
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Himself. The burnt-offering was what He was 
to God in all the sweet savour of His Person and 
work. All went up a sweet savour to God. 

Oh! the joy that God had in receiving Him 
from the dead, accepted for us. Thus the true 
meat-offering is offered-on that day. "And the 
meat-offering thereof shall be two-tenth deals of 
fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by 
fire unto the Lord for a sweet savour: and the 
drink-offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth 
part of an hin." In this, or with this offering 
made by fire there must be no leaven or honey. 
This is Jesus, the same yesterday, to-day, and for 

.ever. No change in Him. The same sinless 
purity after He had made atonement for our sins, 
as before. Wholly acceptable to God, and accepted 
for us. All is absolute purity. Still, we receive 
from His fulness, and grace upon grace, as we 
share the thoughts of God. It is blessed to 
dwell on these things—feeding on Christ as the 
meat-offering. 

Yes, the reader says, all that is truly blessed, 
and most true of Christ, the first-born from 
among the dead—Christ risen from the dead and 
become the first-fruits of them that slept. To 
liave offered leaven, the type of evil, with that 
meat-offering would indeed have been utterly 
•out of place. But you have not explained my 
difficulties as to the church, or even as to myself. 
Evil soon shewed itself in the church. And after 
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my conversion there was evil in me that I 
little expected, and it soon shewed itself. And 
the question, is this, How can the church be 
sustained in acceptance with God ? or, how can I, 
as a Christian, be in His unchanging favour, see¬ 
ing the honest truth is, that there is still evil in 
both the church and in me ? 

Very true; we will now look at that part of 
the subject. Now you will have to count fifty 
days, from the day that Christ arose from 
the dead unto Pentecost, that is the fiftieth day. 
That is the meaning of " Pentecost." Fifty days, 
separate these two meat-offerings. 

Verse 15." And ye shall count unto you from the 
morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye 
brought the sheaf of the wave-offering; seven 
sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the mor¬ 
row after the seventh sabbath, shall ye number 
fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat-offering 
unto the Lord. Ye shall bring out of your habi¬ 
tations two wave loaves, of two tenth deals: they 
shall be of fine flour; tkey shall be baken with 
leaven, they are the first-fruits unto the Lord." 
Is not this very remarkable ? this new meat¬ 
offering is not burnt for a. sweet savour unto the 
Lord: it could not be, for it. was bakeu with 
leaven. Whatever this may typify, there is the 
distinct recognition that there is evil in it. Yet 
it is composed of fine flour. And they are the 
first-fruits unto, the Lord. 




