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PAUL'S DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL. 

III. 
GALATIANS. 

CHAPTER in. The apostle having shewn how the 
believing Jews had given up the principle of 
seeking justification by works of law, that they 
might be justified in Christ, on the principle of 
faith ; and after proving that if righteousness 
could be attained on the principle of law, then 
Christ is dead in vain; he now exclaims, " O, 
foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that 
ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth cru¬ 
cified ?" Could anything be more senseless ? If 
the Jews, \vho had been under law for 1,500 
years, had to give it up in order to be justified 
by faith, why should the believing Gentiles, who 
professed to be justified by faith in the atoning 
death of Christ, now go back to that which the 
Jews had thus given up ? 

Is it not like a slave who has been set free at 
great cost by a large ransom, now so senseless 
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

as to go back to bondage, in order to try to do 
what he never can, work out his own freedom ? 
The great redemption price had been distinctly 
declared to them—" Jesus Christ crucified." Oh. 
how senseless to reject this redemption, to turn 
from Christ crucified, to their own vain efforts to 
keep the law. And are not these words just as 
applicable now ? Oh, senseless England, who 
hath bewitched thee ? Art not thou doing the 
very thing that the Galatians were doing ? Thy 
forefathers, 300 years ago, were groaning under 
the bondage of law, and vainly seeking to be 
justified by works. God heard their groans, and 
revived the truth of justification on the principle 
of faith. The great ransom has been set before 
thee, Jesus Christ crucified. And now thou art 
so senseless as to think it was all a mistake to 
believe God, and enjoy salvation ? Oh, senseless 
Christendom! thou art going back to salvation 
by works, and to ritualism; thou art trying hard 
to prove that Christ died in vain. 

Oh, Protestants, " Are ye so foolish ? having 
begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by 
the flesh ?" Think of the sufferings of your 
fathers for the truth. " Have ye suffered so many 
things in vain ? if it be yet in vain." Yes, if 
you can be justified by sacraments and works ; 
then indeed it was vain for Christ to die to 
procure the ransom of the slave. 

The apostle cites Abraham, in proof that justi-
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fication "before God is not on the principle of law 
or works. " Even as Abraham believed God, and 
it [that is, faith] was reckoned to him for right 
eousness." Faith was reckoned as righteousness 
This was a most remarkable ground of defence. 
The very father of the nation of Hebrews was 
not justified on the principle of works at all, but 
on the very principle of faith; which principle 
Paul had preached, and now defended. He says, 
Know then that they that are on the principle of 
faith, these are Abraham's sons. This was a 
self-evident fact. 

Let us then turn to the history of Abraham at 
the case to which Paul refers, as an illustration of 
saving faith, or justifying faith. (Read Gen. xii. 
1-3.) Abraham was called of God in verse 1. 
Then God speaks to him. " And I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed." 
The promise is repeated in reference to his heir 
in chapter xv. We shall find important details 
further on. But mark, there are no conditions 
propounded as at Sinai. God says, " I WILL BLESS 

THEE." This is the absolute word and promise of 
God. Yes, the unconditional word of God. Not 
a single ' if.' " And he believed in the Lord ; and 
he reckoned it to him for righteousness." This 
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then is the principle of faith, for which Paul 
contends, believing in the Lord—believing His 
absolute, unconditional word. Had there been a 
single condition, Abraham would have had to 
believe in himself, in his ability and faithfulness 
to fulfil that condition. This element was entirely 
excluded. The Lord alone was his object of 
faith. All depended on Jehovah the promisor 
and Abraham believed Him. And his faith was 
reckoned as righteousness. 

We will now pass on to the confirmation of 
the promise by the oath of Jehovah, in chapter 
xxii. Here we get the very picture of how God 
has confirmed and accomplished His promise, in 
the offering up of His own Son for sinful men. 
Isaac the heir is offered up on the altar, and 
received in figure from the dead. Isaac was 
spared, and God provided a ram to die in his 
stead. "And Abraham went and took the ram, 
and offered him up for a burnt offering in the 
stead of his son." Then the Lord spake by His 
angel from heaven, and said, " By myself have I 
sworn, saith the LORD; for because thou hast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only son; that in blessing I will bless thee 
. . . . and in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed." 

That all this pointed to Christ there can be no 
doubt, for the apostle says, " Now to Abraham 
and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
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not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And 
to thy seed, which is Christ." (Gal. iii. 16.) 

To Abraham God confirmed His promise by 
an oath; to us He has confirmed His promise by 
raising up Christ the new seed from the dead. 

Let us return to Galatians iii. 8. The scrip¬ 
ture, foreseeing that God would justify us poor 
heathen on the principle of faith, thus preached 
the gospel to Abraham, saying," In thee shall all 
nations be blessed." Then there are two principles 
still kept before us. They who are of the 
principle of faith are the children of Abraham; 
they who are of the principle of the works of 
the law, are under the curse. Are not these two 
principles in direct contrast ? On one principle, 
faith in God gives peace with God, as in 
Eomans v. 1; whereas the other principle, seeking 
to attain to righteousness before God by works 
of law, places those so seeking under the curse. 
The defender of the gospel makes his position 
quite clear. " For it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are 
•written in the book of the law to do them." 

We must carefully mark that this is solely the 
question of justification before God. And we 
must not confound it with justification before 
men, as in James ii. 14-26. There it is righteous¬ 
ness of walk before men. " Ye see," is the theme 
of James. " But that no man is justified by tho 
law IN THK SIGHT OP GOD is evident: for tho 
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just shall live by faith." The law could not give 
life, and all were guilty and under condemnation. 
The law could neither give life nor righteousness 
to guilty sinners ; it could only curse the guilty. 
The law is not of faith. What a remarkable 
'expression! we shall see more of this further on. 

But if those who were seeking righteousness 
by the law, were still only under the curse, what 
can meet, or who has met this terrible state of 
man under the curse ? " Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree." Yes, He endured the 
utmost bitterness of that curse for those who 
were under the curse of law ; and not that alone, 
but, " That the blessing of Abraham might come 
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ." Mark, 
Christ did not die the death of the cross that the 
blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through keeping the law. No; but through 
Jesus Christ. " That we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through [or, on the principle 
of] faith." 

It is a most serious question for the reader. 
Are you seeking righteousness on the principle 
of law ? Then you are putting yourself under 
its curse. Are you justified on the principle of 
faith freely through the redemption we have in 
Christ Jesus ? Then you have received the 
Spirit, the witness and seal of that redemption, 
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through the blood of Christ, even the forgiveness 
of sins. On which principle do you stand before 
God? 

The question is now raised, Can anything alter 
the promise or covenant of God ? Though even 
it be a man's covenant confirmed, then no man 
<lisannulleth or addeth thereto. How much more 
so of God, who has confirmed His promise in 
Christ. A very serious statement is then made: 
" And this I say, that the covenant, that was con¬ 
firmed before of God in Christ, the law, which 
was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
disannul, that it should make the promise of 
none effect." Now mark this, the unconditional 
premise of God confirmed in Christ, was given 
four hundred and thirty years before the con¬ 
ditional law, or covenant of law, was given on 
Mount Sinai. The two distinct principles are 
thus separated by four hundred and thirty years. 
Blessed for us that the law, given amid the 
thuriderings of Sinai, cannot set aside for a single 
instant the promise of God. 

The apostle waxes bolder and bolder in his 
defence of the gospel, as given to him direct by 
the Lord Jesus Himself. He says, " For if the 
inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: 
but God gave it to Abraham by promise." If 
the inheritance was given to Abraham by promise 
four hundred and thirty years before the law 
was given, then, clearly, the inheritance is not of 

349-2 
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the law; the law has nothing to say to the 
principle of unconditional promise. It is the 
very opposite principle. The principle of law is 
what man should do as a creature for God. But 
the figure of Isaac is the entire opposite of this. 
The promise of God is confirmed in His gift of 
His only begotten Son, and in that death which 
He has accomplished, and it is God who has 
raised that Son from the dead. All is absolutely 
of God, and therefore nothing can disannul it, or 
make the promise of none effect. If, then, our 
eternal salvation is secured on the principle of 
faith in Christ, wholly apart from the principle 
of law, for what purpose was the law given ? 
This question may next fairly engage our atten¬ 
tion. 

<'THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST/ 
XIX. 

CHAPTER xix. 

VERSE 11. Heaven is now opened, and behold 
He comes who is called Faithful and True. He 
comes in righteousness and strength, " and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war." He 
comes to judge the quick—that is, the living 
nations. Nothing can be hidden from His eyes, 
they are " as a flame of fire." He comes now to 
take vengeance on an ungodly world, " clothed 
with a vesture dipped in blood." Compare 
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Isaiah Ixiii. 1-6, " For the day of vengeance is in 
mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is 
come." We must not forget this, that though He 
comes in righteous judgment on the wicked, yet 
it is to set up His kingdom, as He says, " The 
year of my redeemed is come." It is when the 
enemy has come in as a flood, that the Redeemer 
shall come to Zion. Oh, how much has now to 
be fulfilled to His redeemed nation of Israel; and 
through them what blessing to the earth ! 

Now mark, the armies in heaven come WITH 

Him. Surely He does not come to judge the 
saints who have long been with Him in heaveru 
In that sense He has assured us, we shall not 
come into judgment; and His word is enough 
for those who believe Him. (John v. 24; 
Heb. ix. 28.) It is a blessed truth, that when He 
comes to judge the wicked rejecters of His grace, 
all His saints will come witH Him. Nothing can 
be more clearly revealed in scripture, "At the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ WITH all his 
saints." "Them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him." " Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints, to execute 
judgment," &c. (1 Thess. iii., iv.; Jude 14, 15.) 
Thus the armies of heaven shall come with Him, 
when He comes to judge and reign. This is that 
coming to rule and reign spoken of in the 
prophets and the Psalms. (Compare ver. 15 with 
Ps. ii. 8-10, Isa, xi., Dan. vii., and many other 
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scriptures.) In those scriptures the object of 
this judgment is most distinctly to set up His 
glorious kingdom on earth. 

Then, instead of sending missionaries to the 
Jews, the Jews will be God's missionaries to 
all that are spared in the whole world. (See 
Isa. Ixvi. 15-20.) 

But to return to our chapter. Verses 17, 18, 
describe a judgment which seems to refer to 
Ezeldel xxxviii., xxxix. In. those chapters a vast 
northern empire came up against restored Israel, 
only of greater dimensions than the empire now 
known as the Russian empire. There can be no 
doubt, from the Septuagint translation, that Rosh 
or Russia, is here meant. When they come forth 
finally to settle the Eastern question, God will 
settle their boasting and blasphemy, as described 
in those chapters and in these verses. 

Then there is the last great effort of the ten 
kings, and the beast, and Antichrist, who is 
the false prophet. These, in their madness, 
come against the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. The judgment of God falls upon them, 
and in the most remarkable way upon the head 
of the Satanic empire of Rome, and upon the false 
prophet, or man of sin. " These both were cast 
alive into a lake of fire, burning with brimstone." 
These are the two world powers that divide the 
earth—Russia, embracing Germany, all north of 
the Rhine, portions of Asia and Assyria; and 
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the other the whole o£ the old Roman empire 
restored. After the judgment on the professing 
church, the judgment falls upon these apostate 
political powers. 

CHAPTER xx. 

Then the judgment on the dragon, that old 
serpent, which is the devil, and Satan. He is 
bound for a thousand years, and cast into the 
bottomless abyss. He shall deceive the nations 
no more for the thousand years; after that he 
must be loosed a little season. He now deceives 
them, and will deceive them more when the 
church is gone, as we see in this book. 

Verse 4. We come now to the commencement 
of the millennium. " And I saw thrones, and 
they sat upon them, and judgment was giv.ea 
unto them " (those slain in chapter vi. and after¬ 
wards), "And those which had not worshipped 
the beast . . . . they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years." This prospect will be 
most comforting to the remnant of saints after 
the church is completed. They have the blessed 
privilege of being part of, yea, the completion of 
the first resurrection. This does not imply that 
they will form part of the heavenly bride. The 
bride is complete, and the marriage of the Lamb 
has taken place in heaven, before these companies 
of saints are raised from the dead. They have 
thrones on earth, and share in blessedness with 
Christ in His earthly yet glorious millennial 
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reign. Their being raised from the dead completes 
the first resurrection. No more will be raised 
from the dead till the thousand years be finished. 
Blessed and holy are such. The second death 
hath no power upon them. 

Ignorance of scripture has confounded all 
this, in a general resurrection of all the dead 
together, in direct contradiction of scripture. 

When Christ comes to take His own to Himself, 
then the dead in Christ shall rise first, and all 
living believers will be changed, and both be 
eaught up together to meet with, and be with 
the Lord; to be like Himself, in everlasting 
purity and incorruptibility. They are with Him 
as worshipping elders all through the woes and 
judgments of this book. Then after the judgment 
on apostate Christendom, and on the Russian and 
the restored Roman empire, with the false 
prophet ; and after the binding of Satan, then 
the two classes here spoken of—all who have 
believed the testimony of Jesus during the inter¬ 
mediate period of judgments, from chapter vi. to 
xix., will be raised in great blessedness, to reign 
with Christ. Thus we see them, sitting on thrones. 
Then will be fulfilled every promise of God as 
to this earth, from Abraham downwards. Yes, 
every glorious promise in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
in all the prophets. All have their place, not 
now during the presentation of the gospel until 
Christ comes in judgment, but then, when He 
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lias come, whose right it is to reign. " Blessed and 
holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
on such the second death hath no power, but 
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
.shall reign with him a thousand years." 

What a large amount of the Old Testament is 
occupied with this period of the earth's blessed¬ 
ness ; all of which has been spoiled or made of 
none effect by the great mistake, that those 
promises belong to the church. But surely this 
Book of Eevelation makes all clear. The millen¬ 
nium will never come until after the destruction 
of apostate Christendom; what a delusion then 
to teach, that that very Christendom will convert 
the world ! Alas, as this book shews, she has 
corrupted the nations. 

Who is it that teaches them how to lie, and 
the cruel practice of boycotting, so called ? Who 
teaches them to despoil and to shoot any that 
would be honest, and pay their just debts ? Who 
teaches them to cut off the ears and tails of poor 
dumb animals ? Who teaches them to hate their 
fellow men with Satanic hatred ? It is not the 
old heathen Home, but the apostate church! 
Yes, her judgment must come before the millen¬ 
nium can commence. Oh, what a change must 
take place, and surely will! Satan, the present 
prince of the world, the prime mover amongst 
men, must be cast out, and the now rejected 
Ouist shall come, whose right it is to reign. 
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But th ere remainetli one more test. " And 
when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall 
be loosed out of his prison." And who would 
have thought it possible, if God had not told us ? 
The nations will listen to him, and be deceived 
again. (Vers. 8, 9.) This enda in the final 
judgment of the living. The devil is now " cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever." 
Well did the Spirit of God know how the 
infidels of our clay would seek to deny the awful 
truth of everlasting punishment. So that He 
presents it here as it cannot be denied. Two-
persons have been in that lake of fire one 
thousand years, and the character of that punish¬ 
ment is " and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever." Is not this as clear as words 
can be given to prove the punishment of that lake 
of fire to be everlasting1—" day and night for ever 
and ever " ? Oh, beware of listening to the devil 
that it is not so, he would fain make you believe 
that God does not mean what He says. 

Verse 11. We now come to the awful judg¬ 
ment of the rest of the dead who live not again 
until the thousand years are fulfilled. " And I 
saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away ; and there was found no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 


