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Things JFew and Ol

THE PASSOVER.

THERE are four notices of the passover in the
Pentateuch. They are as follows, namely :—

1. In its institution, as given in Kxodus xii.

2. As kept in the wilderness. (Num. ix.)

3. How it was to be kept in the land.
(Deut. xvi)

4. What it is to Jehovah. (Lev. xxiii)

1. In its institution, it formed the basis of the
deliverance of the children of Israel out of
Egypt, and of their being brought into the land
in relationship with Jehovah. The offering itself
sets forth a full Christ,and all that God proposes
is possible upon the basis of it, as seen in Leviticus
xxiil, It is not distinctively a burnt-offering,
nor a peace-offering, nor a sin-offering, but
includes all, being instituted before any such
distinctions were brought out.

In Exodus xii. it is presented in all its parts:
the blood ; the roast flesh ; the unleavened bread ;
the bitter herbs: but the blood is prominent,
because it was the night of judgment, and the
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blood alone could keep judgment out. The blood
was shed and sprinkled upon the lintel and side
posts of the houses wherein they ate the roast
flesh, &ec. There is no type of heaven (the
tabernacle being not yet set up), nor anything to
shew that it was necessary to sprinkle the blood
in heaven, it was all done on earth (and for earth
in a certain sense); but all that God proposed,
both for earth and heaven, was possible when
the act that was typified by the passover was
accomplished by the blessed Lord Jesus Christ
on earth.

Within the blood-sprinkled lintels, they fed
in security upon the flesh of the lamb roast with
fire, and unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The
death of the lamb under the judgment of God,
the unleavened perfectness of that lamb, together
with an honest putting away of leaven out of
their houses (ver, 15), and the bitter sense in the
soul that their condition necessitated such a
sacrifice in order to clear them from judgment
—these were all included in the feast on that
night, when in all the houses of the Egyptians
the firstborn lay slain by the sword of the angel
of Jehovah,

2. As kept in the wilderness. (Num. ix) The
notice is brief ; it was kept according to all its
rites and according to all its ceremonies, but the
blood is not spoken of, while (ver. 11) they
shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread
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and bitter herbs. The lamb slain under the
judgment of God, His unleavened perfectness,
and the bitter thought that their condition had
demanded such a death, is here presented; that
is, the feast is prominent, not the deliverance.

3. Deuteronomy xvi. gives the way it was to
be observed when in the land. They were to
sacrifice the passover unto Jehovah their God,
but no mention is made of what was to be done
with the blood ; the prominent thought here, as
in Numbers ix., not being deliverance from judg-
ment, but the feast based upon the sacrifice, to
be kept by an already delivered people, who
were in the land, and in relationship with
Jehovah their God there. They were to roast and
eat the flesh in the place which Jehovah should
choose (ver. 7), and to eat no leavened bread, but
unleavened bread, even the bread of affliction.
It is to this the apostle evidently refers in
1 Corinthians v. 7, 8 : “For even Christ our
passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us
keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with
the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

Not only is the blood not mentioned here, but
there are no bitter herbs mentioned. The feast
is prominent, and it is Christ in death and life
that forms the food of the feast. His holy
perfectness is called “bread of affliction,” for
holiness is affliction to nature, which has no part
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in the feast, and must be excluded This is the
thought in the Lord’s supper, and perhaps the
reason why the bread is put first before the cup;
only once is this reversed, and the natural order
presented, and this is in 1 Corinthians x., where
it would seem to be a strong protest against
those who went into the world, theidol’s temple;
the apostle presenting prominently the blood
that had saved them from the judgment of the
world, and separated them from its idolatry.
They could not be partakers of the cup of the
Lord and of the cup of devils.

It is here put as the basis of the three great
feasts of the year, and stretched on in its effects
to the establishment of Pentecost and taber-
nacles, which set forth the coming of the Holy
Spirit and the millennial display of the glory of
Christ. There is no second type of Christ’s
death given, but its full results are shewn as
based upon the passover only.

4. What it is to Jehovah is set forth in its
fulness in Leviticus xxiil. All the thoughts and
counsels of God are based upon it both for
heaven and earth. The Sabbath, the first feast,
sets forth God’s thought; it is that of “rest,”
and rest after labour, and this not alone, but sur-
rounded by the creatures of His hand, enjoying
the blessedness the sense of His all pervading
presence gives; this is indicated by the term
applied to it, “a holy convocation”—a calling
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together of His creatures around Himself in holy
Llessedness. This is the only recurring feast of the
year which shews that if sin had broken into God’s
rest, it was still held out before man as a thing
to be obtained. “My Father worketh hitherto,
and I work,” shews God and Christ still at work
to bring about a rest, of which the Sabbath was
but a type. This is eventually brought about by
Christ’s death as the antitype of the passover.
But in this aspect of it, it is wholly Jehovalis.
“In the fourteenth day of the first month at
even is Jehovah's passover.” (Ver. 5.) Here is
nothing about the blood, nothing about bitter
herbs, nothing about the roasted flesh, and even
the unleavened bread is a feast separated, though
resulting from it. (Ver. 6.) It is wholly Jehovah’s.
It is in type what Christ’s death is to God, as
the ground of the accomplishment of all the
thoughts of His heart for heaven and for earth,
which this chapter distinctly sets forth in type.
It meets all His claims, it satisfies all His heart,
it is a feast of Jehovah ; and while included in
the list of feasts, which are called holy convoca-
tions generally, it is not specifically called “a
holy convocation,” as all the rest are, save the
wave sheaf, It sets forth that aspect of Christ’s
death which is Jehovah’s alone, in which none
of His people share, as the wave sheaf sets forth
the aspect of His resurrection which is God’s
alone. 'Who knew the value of His death when
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Hedied? Yet God delighted in it, it was a feast
to Him, and that without any disembodied
presentation of the blood in heaven, for which
there is no foundation even in this type.

Another type is necessarily brought in,the sheaf
of first fruits to set forth the resurrection of Christ,
and this (as already observed) as it furnishes
Jehovah alone with a feast; and the results of
this are set forth to us-ward in the pentecostal
pertod, where the great harvest of resurrection is
reaped, and in the gleanings, shewing that the
first resurrection is not finished until the remnant
of the Jews who are slain in the crisis shall share
in it. Thus is heaven filled with the happiest
creatures of God’s hand.

Then God’s dealings for earth begin (the feast
of trumpets overlapping gleanings as to time);
and the day of atonement, in this aspeet of it,
sets forth Christ’s death as it applies to Isracl
and the earth; and here the value of the type of
the priest entering into the holiest with blood
may have its full force for them, when Christ
entered heaven at His ascension. And although
hidden from them through all this period, yet
because He lives Israel is not consumned, though
without any national polity ; yet ready when
He shall come out again in blessing to be formed
again into a nation, though it be but the spared
remnant of it that forms the nucleus of that
nation. Blessing will flow out through them to
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the Gentiles, and thus earth will eventually be
filled with happy, holy beings, who in the eternal
state, rejoice in and with God—Father, Son and
Spirit.

Surely we should not speak lightly of the
passover, nor of the work set forth by it, nor cast
a shade upon its perfection, as completed here on
earth when Christ declared, « It is finished.”

G.J. 8.

—mes

“I COME QUICKLY.

REVELATION III. 11.

WHAT a message is this. Is it not like a telegram
from the Bridegroom to the bride? “And the
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say Come.” Have you gone out to
meet the Bridegroom ? Have you received the
message ?  What is your reply ¢ Is it “ CoMe™?
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Surely the bride
should rejoice to have such a message from the
loving Bridegroom. Once He said, “In my
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself ; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

Now He says, “I come quickly.” The Spirit
applies this tender whisper to the heart of the
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bride. So that “the Spirit and the bride say,
Come.”

“ Quickly ” does not mean in so many years. It
does not mean, after you have passed through
the great tribulation, such as never was, and
never shall be again. It does not mean, after the
literal city of Babylon is rebuilt. It does not
mean, after the man of sin has been manifested.
It does not mean, after the Roman empire has
been restored. It does not mean, after you have
all been slain for the word of God, as those who
shall have the then testimony of God, as in
Revelation vi. 9. It does not mean, after you
have been Ikilled by the man of sin, for refusing
to worship the beast, or head of the Roman
empire. (Rev. xiii. 11-17)) No, it just means
this, that the coming of Christ for the church is
the very next, the very first event.

These words, “1 come quickly,” just mean
what they would from a bridegroom coming
from a distant shore to take his bride. He sends
her a telegram. It does not give the day nor the
hour, but it says, “I come quickly.” In the
gladness of her heart, she sends a telegram in
reply—* Come, my bridegroom.” Yea, one word
expresses the desire of her heart—* Come,”

Can you say in reply to Jesus, “ Come; come
now, come soon, come quickly ”? These inspired
words were written, expressing the hope of the
church, eighteen hundred years ago; but for
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long centuries this hope was lost, and death, or
even Christ coming in judgment, was put in its
place. Yes, not only was the brightest hope
taken away, but the most gloomy fear was put
in its place; thus robbing the soul of its chief
comfort, and the gospel of its joy.

Suddenly, when least expected, in the midst
of the darkness that prevailed in the early part
of this century, say fifty or sixty years ago, the
midnight ery was heard, “Behold, the Bride-
groom ; go ye out to meet him,” Yes, the Person
of the Bridegroom has been suddenly again
‘revealed to the church ; and the need was felt to
go out to meet Him,

The foolish are found without oil in the lamp
of profession. Surely it becomes the wise to
stand with trimmed lamps, waiting to hear the
voice, and to see the coming Bridegroom. But
what a moment! How soon the door will be
shut. A moment, the twinkling of an cye, the
bride is gone; the door is shut.

And then that bitter wail of everlasting
. despair, “Lord, Lord, open unto us” Will He
hear ? Will He open ? No,no. He says,“ Verily,
I say unto you, I know you not.” Long had the
door stood open, and you refused to enter. In
the days of Noah, the longsuffering of God
lingered 120 years. In this dispensation of
richest grace, of deepest mercy, the patient long-
suffering of God has waited more than 1800
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years. Butb the day for Noah came abt last, the
hour, the last moment, and “the Lord shut him
in” The eight weve shut in; the world of
violence and wickedness were shut out. Yes,
the door was shut, and it was for ever too late.
Another year of longsuffering grace has run its
course; but the door may be shut before another
comes to a close.

What a reflection if still unsaved—you may
be for ever shut out before this year shall close ;
and then, too late. Not a ray of hope shall ever
cheer your dark despair—shut out. “I know
you not,” Jesus has said. “DBut of that day and
hour knoweth no man; no, not the angels of
heaven, but my Father only. But as the days of
Noe, so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be. For as in the days that were before the
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark, and knew not until the
flood came, and took them all away ; so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be.” (Matt. xxiv.
36-39.) Every word of Jesus will assuredly
come o pass. Did He not weep over Jerusalem ?
Did He not foretell its utter destruction, and
that the Jews would be led away captive into all
nations ? that it should be trampled under foot,
until the times of the Gentiles be. fulfilled ?
(Luke xix. 41, 44; xxi. 22-24.) Yes, and every
word He has spoken will as surely come to pass.
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Is not the moral darkness and wickedness of
the world fast becoming what it was in the days
of Noah ? Restrained at present, but preparing,
and ready to break out in universal violence and
bloodshed, such as the world never yet saw ?
And this will surely be, when the redeemed are
.caught up, and peace is taken from the earth.

Fellow believers, let us then read our telegram
—precious words from the Bridegroom—“I coMmE
QUICKLY.,” What a calm this gives to the soul
in the midst of the storms of the world. And
to the one really walking with God, what peace
in the midst of these last of the last days of
sorrows in the church. Let us behold the Bride-
groom. What love! “Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; that he might
sanctify and eleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, that he might present it to himself
a glorious church [or, to himself glorious], not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but
that it should be holy and without blemish.”
(Eph. v. 25-28.)

O bride of the Lamb, what scenes await thee !
To be presented glorious to Him who has loved
thee, and washed thee from thy sins; to be with
Him and like Him for ever. Nothing can separate
thee from His love even now; but thou wilt
be with Him-—yes, with Him in holy, adoring
worship, whilst the storms of judgment are
poured out upon the earth, and upon the great
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Babylon of apostasy : and then shall the assembled
multitude of the heavenly host rejoice, and with
the voice of mighty thunderings say, < Alleluia;
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us
be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him ; for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
hath made herself ready,” &ec. (Rev. xix.) And
still further, one of the seven angels said, “ Come
hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s
wife. ... . Having the glory of God, her shining
was like a most precious stone as a crystal-like
jasper stone.” (Rev. xxi. New Translation.) The
bride shall be in every way suited to the
Bridegroom.,

How sad that so many Christians should be
robbed of the enjoyment of this blessed hope.
It would even be a terror to some to believe
that Jesus really means what He says in those
three words, “I come quickly.” Would it be
terror or joy to you, dear reader, to know that
we may now expect Him at any moment? Is
there still some dread of judgment ? If you are
in Christ, there is no condemnation ; there is no
judgment for sins or sin.  He has settled all this
when He came the first time. He comes now to
us, to all believers, as Saviour, yea, as Bridegroom,
As Isaac met Rebecca, so will He, the Bridegroom,
meet us. What joy to Him to take us into the
place prepared. Then will the desire of His
loving heart be granted. “Father, I will that
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they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me
where I am; that they may behold my glory,
which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me
before the foundation of the world.” (John xvii.
24.) What words of love then, are.these of
Jesus.

“I come quickly: hold that fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.”

Whatever may be the perplexity and confusion,
and though some may have been discouraged by
reason of the difficulties of the path, yet the
Lord does not say, Give in, let go; no, but,
“Horp that FAST which thou hast,” if gathered
‘to Him the Holy and the True, and if He can
say to us, “ Thou hast a little strength, and hast
kept my word, and hast not denied my name.”
Oh the privilege then of holding fast the
testimony of the Lord. He will not fail to give
the crown of reward. Yes, He says, “ Hold fast
that which thou hast, that no man take thy
crown.”

Surely our heart’s reply, Until Thou come,
“Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe” If He
tarry a little longer, may we be kept as faithful
witnesses of the rejected Jesus, in the midst of
the increasing darkness; and to Him be all
praise,

C S
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A FEW REMARKS ON SPIRITUALISM.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,—

Should you deem the following brief
remarks suitable for your pages, a few details
as to what gave rise to them may be of interest
to your readers; and that all should be on their
guard against this soul-destroying delusion of
Satan’s is the earnest prayer of the writer.

One Sunday night, at the close of a gospel
meeting of unusual interest, I was told by a
friend that three young ladies were waiting
outside, and were wishing to ask me what
my views were as to spiritualism. On being
introduced, their question was put—my answer
was, that while much, no doubt, was mere trickery,
there was nevertheless, some that was real, and
that part I looked upon as Satanic.

They asked if that was my honest conviction,
to which I replied that it was; and then followed
a conversation, in which some of the points in
the accompanying “ remarks ” were gone into.

It wag their habit to meet together once a
week, and consult the spirits as to the explana-
tion of any passage in scripture that presented a
difficulty, &c., opening their meeting with prayer
and the reading of the Bible.

They seemed to have some difficulty in ac-
cepting that it was Satanic, because the advice
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given them by the spirits was so good, and they
were never afraid of the scriptures.

At the cdose o the interview, | urged upon
them, if they still persisted in going on with it,

to apply the that the word enjoins in
1 Corinthians xii. 2, and 1 John iv. 1, They
promised that they at the sametime saying

that they had no doubt but that the spirits
would give them a perfectly satisfactory answer.

The following evening they had their usual
weekly which led to the giving up of
whole thing. The details of that night's inter-
view with the spirits were terrible, and |
positively of Satan. At its close they bade the
spirits farewell, saying, have done with
you for ever." The reply was, You think you

but we shall torment you for ever and
ever."

It appears that these young ladies only got to
the hall that Sunday night when the address was
nearly finished, and just as they entered they
heard the words, If your sins are not forgiven
beforeyou die, they never will be forgiven at
al."

They said to one another, Either that man is
telling us a lie, or the spirits have deceived
Through infinite mercy they were led to the
discovery that Satan had been deceiving them,
and was leading them on to eternal ruin, holding
out the hope of salvation after death.



