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Things Pew and O,

HOW THE BELIEVER HAS BEEN

JUSTIFIED WITH GOD,
L

WE now turn to the New Testament. Is it
possible that millions in" Christendom are as
ignorant of the righteousness of God as Job
was, or as Israel were ? And is it true, that so
far as there is any attention to their souls’
interest, they are seeking to attain to a right-
eousness of their own? One would think that
the experience of ages would convince men of
the folly of seeking to attain to righteousness or
justification by works, Did the teaching of all
the schools of heathen philosophy improve man ?
Let Romans i. answer the question. Man sank
to the lowest possibility of degradation. Even
the moralisers and great teachers, learned and
eloquent, “ Who, knowing the judgment of God,
that they which commit such things are worthy
of death, not only do the same, but have
pleasure in them that do them. Therefore, thou
art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD.

judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself ; for thou that judgest doest
the same things.” All ancient histories confirm
the awful description in Romansi. of human
society.

Every scheme of human improvement left
man growing worse and worse. Did the law of
God improve man? Scripture answers, No.
(Rom. ii.)

The sure word of God concludes all guilty,
the Jew no better than the Gentile. “ What
then ? are we better than they? No, in no wise:
for we have before proved both Jews and Gen-
tiles, that they are all under sin; as it is
written, There is none righteous, no, not one.”
(Rom. iii) All are under sin; every one. All
are guilty before God. All subject to the
judgment of God. And still much further:
“ Therefore, by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified 1N HIS SIGHT; for by the
law is the knowledge of sin.”

How then can man be justified with God ?
God in His word takes pains, if we may so
speak, to shew that on the principle of works, or
law, this is impossible. That is, that which man
is still preaching, teaching, trying to do, God
says isimpossible. Nay, further, if righteousness
can be in this way, Christ died in vain. (Gal. ii
21.) And if it is impossible to attain to right-
eousness, o as to be justified before God by the
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law of God—how much more so by the ritual,
the mass, sacraments, and works of that vast
confederacy of opposition to God’s word, which
calls itself “ the church”? No wonder that this
vast confederacy of rebellion against the word
of God swells into increasing millions. It is the .
principle of every human heart. Oh how your
heart and mine have longed to keep the law, to
be so righteous by works, that God might
approve us!

What unspeakable distress has it given us to
find this impossible. The more we have
struggled to keep it—yes, the more we have
tried to attain to righteousness by works—the
deeper we have sunk in the mire and filth.
Thus striving, we only found we had no power
to do the things we would. Yea, we did the
things, the horrid things, we hated. (Rom. vii.)

Oh where is Job's interpreter ? May the
Holy Ghost now set God before us. Yes, the Holy
Ghost is Job's interpreter ; He alone can answer
Bildad’s question: “How then can man be
justified with God ?” Let us recall that all Job's
talk about being clean without transgressicn
will not do. It will not do for you. It will not
do for me. Let us then examine the full reve-
lation of God in the New Testament, even in
Christ, as to a few things Elihu said to Job in
his deep distress.

1st. He says God is gracious to him.
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What saith John 2 “ God is love.” His very
nature is love. “God so loved.” Such was, is,
and for ever shall be the unchanging God, against
whom we have sinned. The law did not reveal
this. Very justly it demanded love to God from
us. But when God in man was here, He only
found hatred. Oh, my soul, dwell on this: God
is gracious to thee. He has shewn that love in
the gift of His Son for thee.

2nd. God saith, “Deliver him from going
down to the pit.”

Is there a pit ¢ Yes. Jesus thus deseribes it,
“And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off and
Lazarus in his bosorn, And he cried and said,
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water, and cool my tongue ; for I am tormented
in this flame.” There is a pit, and here we see a
departed spirit enduring a foretaste in fearful
consciousness of what it will be to be cast into
the lake of fire, after the resurrection of the
body. (Luke xvi, 19-31; Rev.xx.12-15.) “And
whosoever was not found written in the book of
life was cast into the lake of fire.” Man may
believe the lie of Satan, and be indifferent: he
may even deny there is “the pit.” God is not
indifferent for poor deceived man. No, God in
grace says, “ Deliver him from going down to
the pit” Are you on the way to that pit?
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Yes, you say, and I deserve it; T cannot deny I
am guilty, and I cannot make myself fit for God
and heaven. Hearken then to what God says
further.

3rd. “I have found a ransom,”——an atone-
ment.

What is this, that God hath found ?—that
God hath provided ? This is the most serious
guestion that can occupy us; for in this atone-
ment, the whole character and righteousness of
God, in justifying the hell-deserving sinner,
is involved, and revealed. This is the great
substance of all revelation of God. Paul takes
this ground very distinctly; so that to set aside
the atonement, is to set aside God, and His
righteous dealings with man. Satan, and his
ministers may seek to destroy its whole value
by a play on the English word “ atonement,” by
making it “at-one-ment.” If it be said “ at-one-
ment ” means “reconciliation,” even then let us
remember that our reconciliation to God is the
effect of the atonement. (Rom. v. 11, margin.)

It you take a Hebrew Concordance and ex-
amine all the ninety-six places where the
Hebrew word occurs, you will not find a single
one that can possibly have such a meaning.
The word “kah-phar” is used to mean a cover-
ing. (Gen. vi. 14) That is, the ark was covered
and made waterproof by pitch. It was God’s
purpose to cover man to make him proof against
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every charge of the enemy. Was not this dis-
tinctly seen in the first recorded case of death,
since man’s creation and fall? The Lord God
made coats of skins and clothed them. There
must be death of a victim; blood must be shed,
before God could cover the sinner. 'This is the
great truth of scripture. Without shedding of
blood there is no remission: no justification in
the sense even of forgiveness. Do you not hear
in this very verse God saying, “I have found a
ransom”? God did mnot clothe, or cover
them with the wool of the living animal. It
must die. They also do err, not knowing the
seriptures who teach that the living obedience of
Christ to the law will cover the sinner for right-
eousness. Nothing can cover or meet the full
need of the sinner, but the atonement which God
has found. God in one verse corrects, if we
would be ecorrected by Him, many of the
mistakes of men. (Gen. iii. 21.)

God is love: and love in all this, but what
meaneth all the thousands and thousands of
vietims killed, their blood shed for atonement
—from Abel to the Lamb slain as the substitute
of Israel's first-born in Egypt—and all the
vietims slain for 1500 years until Christ came,
the Lamb of God ? This was all done by the
express direction of God, to His servant Moses.
It is ever set before us as “atonement,” and is
justly translated sometimes, “to make recon-
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ciliation for sins and iniquity.” Did they not all
point to the Lamb of God drinking the awful
cup of divine wrath against sin? As Gabriel
said to Daniel, “To make reconciliation for
iniquity.” Can this mean that God would by
the death of Messiah be at one with iniquity?
Oh that every author who has so misrepresented
the atonement, would buy up their books, and
burn them !

God says, “I have found a ransom ;” the
same word is translated, “ atonement.” And
for what purpose ¢ That God, in righteousness,
may deliver every soul that believes Him, from
the pit of deserved everlasting wrath. And, oh,
what a RansoM has God found! No mere
creature could pay a ransom for man—a mere
creature could only die for himself. “My son,”
said Abraham, “God will provide himself a
lamb.” We now know who that Lamb was,
The eternal Son that dwells in His bosom, Such
a ransom, such an atonement, fully vindicates
the righteousness of God. “Even the right-
eousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus
Christ, unto all and upon all them that believe:
for there is no difference.” (Rom. iii. 22.) Bub
_ this righteousness cannot be of man or his
works ; “for all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God.”

Now mark, reader, are you a believer? 1t is
not then, How can you be justified, but the most

873-2
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clear explanation how you are justified before
God. Let wus keep this before wus. “Being
justified freely by his grace through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ Jesus.”

It is one thing for a poor slave, with a deep
anxiety, to inquire how he can possibly be
delivered from his present hopeless condition;
and quite another to hear with joy how he has
been delivered. In like manner, it is one thing
for a sinner under the just condemnation of
guilt and sin before God to inquire how he can
be justified. And quite another, to have it fully
explained how he has been delivered : for he is
justified, and how God is righteous in declaring
him without condemnation.

God knows thousands of believers need this
explanation. And a knowledge of the love of
God alone will not give this explanation. Do
you know, dear reader, clearly how God is right-
cous in justifying you? It is essential you
should know this, in order to really have peace
with God, and enjoy it. How gracious of God
to take such pains to explain this matter. May
we be before Him, and sit as it were at our
Lord’s feet whilst He by His word makes ib
plain to us.

s



NOTES ON ACTS XVII, XVIIIL

As Paul preached the resurrection, some mocked ;
others said, We will hear thee again. It is solemn
that after that wondrous address to that worldly-
wise people, they should mock, or say they
would hear him again. But as far as we know,
they never did hear him again. Of course, any
time may be the last time. They would not
have minded how long they argued, but those
who did not mock turned away—“Howbeit
certain men clave unto him.”

One has no hope at all, save in the Holy Spirit.
What could be hoped for when Paul preached
with nothing carnal to back it up? DBut when
we bring God in, it is all right. The church of
God is on earth, those who by the Spirit have
been baptised into one body; who have received
the good tidings of salvation.

Paul was here preparing the way for what
came after. The scriptures were the great safe-
guard. What might adversaries not have brought
in but for the scriptures ¢ They had the scriptures,
and could prove all things from the scriptures;
the Lord Himself said, “ Search the seriptures.”
It is a great blessing to us in this land that we
have the scriptures, and can compare everything
with it.
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Chapter xviil. 28, “ He testified that Jesus was
the Christ.” All this affects us as much as it did
them. Are the blessed truths of the gospel asa
pleasant tale or a pleasant song passed by ? It
may not have been the opposing or the blas-
pheming, but insensibly many a one goes on
hardening his heart. All the blessed truths of
the gospel are talked about as a pleasant tale,
and then they go about their employments as
light as ever; and so pass by the only remedy
for their souls. They may talk about the progress
of religion, &ec., but that is only passing by the
remedy.

Paul boldly asserted that the One they had
rejected was the Lord of glory. They had cast
Him out. Israel had rejected Him, their Messiah,
They crucified Him in whom all their hopes were
bound up. “They opposed and blasphemed;”
and, as we read this, it has not the point and
bearing it might well have.

A Christian is a person who has not a will of
his own, that belongs to the old man. I know it
crops up, but the more we give ourselves to the
word of God and prayer, the more we shall find
it out. We want to make plenty of room for the
things of God. Our little mind is soon full, we
want a vacant space, as it were, to treasure up
the things of God.

Distinctness of separation from all that is
dubious and doubtful is very necessary. If those
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here (ver. 7) had gone and mixed, how confusing
it would have been. I can only worship with
those who are alive from the dead, and who arc
acting out in their worship that which is accord-
ing to the scriptures. There was separation here,
and then the blessing comes. These Jews (chap.
xviil) were in a heathen land, and far from the
temple ; but they kept to the worship of the one
God, and read the scriptures.

The truth for usis always the truth in advance.
A few years ago, I remember a clergyman who
was hooted and expelled for preaching the simple
gospel of justification by faith. What was once
peculiar has now become common. And when a
truth becomes popular, the offence of the cross
has ceased ; bub if we get beyond the line of the
world, then there comes persecution, The truth
is held by unconverted people in a worldly way.

We get here the planting of the church at
Corinth (ver. 11); eighteen months Paul was
there,and no one could set on him. Paul preached,
the hearers believed and were baptised. Paul,
then, was teaching them; but they had no New
Testament scriptures. They had the Old Testa-
ment and Paul’s teaching, and there was large
blessing and miraculous power. But that power
was not the chief thing: but the grace of God
that bringeth salvation was converting lascivious
people, and a case of immorality was not
allowed inside. The religion of the place was
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immorality ; but they had got “he that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself even as he is pure.”

Paul did not teach them eighteen months with-
out their having the hope of the glory, and the
speedy coming of the Lord. (1 Cor. i 10.) “I
beseech, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ”
—consecrating the name of Jesus, adding, Lord,
Christ. .

Everything short of the level of Christ is too
low. We are always cast down to think how
little we have attained, but if we have purpose
of heart we endeavour to walk aecording to Him.,
An action has the same importance if done with
the thought of His coming, whether He comes or
not. The power of the coming of the Lord upon
the walk is, that every single thing should be
done with reference to that coming. And we are
always brought to the confession of loss, by allow-
ing things which are not according to Christ.
All were to speak the same thing, that there be
no divigions. There were contentions, not schisms,
If anything approaches to eontention, how pleasant
to drop it at once. Paul does not go into
particulars about it, he drops the mantle over
it ; but he speaks out. Evil begins in contentions
and strife, and the apostle warns of it.

What a comfort we do not want the wisdom
of words. What we want is the gospel. All the
news from God is good news.

He will not tolerate evil, and He has fixed the
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standard so high that our ambition is to be
Christly, that is, Christ-like. And, while we are
humbled at the distance that we walk after
Christ, let us encourage one another,

G. J.
N

FIRST YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY.
V.

«THAT WHICH WAS FROM THE BEGINNING.”

LUKE continues the inspired narative in the Acts.
Forty days did Jesus remain, shewing Himself to
His chosen apostles, and speaking of the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God, commanding
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but wait for
the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye
have heard from Me. They were to be baptised
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. At
that time they had no idea of the church, or this
present period of grace to the Gentiles, but were
looking for the restoration of the kingdom to
Israel. He opens up quite another work for
them—a work that they never fully understood
or performed.

After the Holy Ghost was come, He says, “ Ye
shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judwea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter-
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most part of the earth.” How little they, how
little we, respond to the heart of Christ! And
now instead of setting up the kingdom in Israel,
“ While they beheld, he was taken up; and a
cloud received him out of their sight.” There
was the cloud, emblem of the divine presence, and
He was taken from them. And whilst they gazed
up into heaven, two heavenly witnesses assured
them that, ¢ This same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen him go into heaven.” Thus, if
we think of Christianity as a kingdom, it is the
kingdom in mystery, for the King is in heaven;
hence, Matthew calls it the kingdom of heaven.

As a kingdom, whilst the King is in heaven,
there are in it both wheat and tares ; the children
of God, and the children of the devil. In the
kingdom is seen the work of man, and the work
of Satan. But the chureh, the body of Christ, is
quite another thing. What He builds shall stand
for ever. Jesus says, “1 will build My church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
(Matt. xvi. 18) Let us keep these two things
distinct, as we now enter more fully on “That
which was from the beginning.” The greatest
possible mistake is to presume that, that which
man builds, is the same as that which Christ
builds.

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were all with one accord in one place.”
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Everything was now ready for the o
Holy Ghost, that the church might be formed.
He could not be thus given until Jesus was
glorified. the church had been an earthly
society, seeking salvation, it might have been
formed whilst Jesus was here. But redemption
must be accomplished. Jesus must be raised
from the dead and received up to glory, before
He, the Spirit, could be sent to form the church.
People have no idea what an entirely unknown
and new thing the church was. There had been
for centuries Jews and Gentiles, but now a third
company is formed. The disciples then were
all together in one place, when a mighty rushing
sound from heaven was heard in Jerusalem, and
it filled the house where they were sitting. And
they were all, not merely the but
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and a mar—
vellous miracle bore witness to the presence of
the Holy Ghost. They began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
The Jews who came together, who were present
in Jerusalem from various nations, heard them
speak in their own tongues the wonderful works
o God. There wasgreat amazement and wonder.

Peter, an unlettered fisherman, then stood up,
and preached such a discourse as had never been
heard on this earth. Fifty days before, this very
Peter knew not the scriptures that Jesus must
rise from the dead. He now opensthe



