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CHRIST AS A PREACHER. 

MARK n. 1-12. 

THERE is much said and much done to get sinners 
to hear the gospel—some place posters on the 
walls, distribute thousands of bills, and many 
other expedients and efforts are tried. And 
these may be used and blessed to souls. We do 
not write to criticise these methods, but desire 
that our eyes may rest on Christ. 

He entered Capernaum. There needed no bills 
to announce Him. No human agency need 
be set on foot. Indeed, like Paul at Philippi, 
it was " after some days ; and it was noised that 
he was in the house. And straightway many 
were gathered together, insomuch that there was 
no room to receive them, no, not so much as about 
the door: and he preached the word unto them." 
And it will be found in the history of the work 
of the Holy Spirit, that it has been after this 
manner. Take the work in 1857-60, there 
was no need for bills, or efforts of that kind. 
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2 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

It was noised abroad that the Lord was bringing 
souls to Himself, and the house was filled. A 
deep sense of His presence was felt. The diffi¬ 
culty was in finding a place to hold the people. 
Sometimes two or three large buildings would 
be filled, and then others come in for a second 
service after, often until near midnight. At 
every meeting souls were saved for etei'nity. 

We would not for a moment judge any evange¬ 
list using whatever means he feels led to use for 
winning souls to Christ, but let us not lose sight 
of our divine pattern. Is it not well to wait on 
Him, until it is noised that He is in the house ? 
This is the character of the work in Egypt, and 
now in Mesopotamia. We have also just heard 
of a similar case in this country. As it was 
in Capernaum, so it is noised around that the 
Lord is in the house, and anxious souls are 
coming morning and evening. And the Lord 
is present to heal them. 

If the reader is a Christian, may we ask 
why may it not be so in your house ? It was 
a delightful sight the last summer to see two 
hundred come together in a Christian farmer's 
house, and the power of the Lord was present to 
meet every case. There had been no bills, but 
earnest invitations. And at this farm house, 
the next Lord's day, " straightway many were 
gathered together, insomuch that there was no 
room to receive them, no, not so much as about 



CHRIST AS A PREACHER. 3 

the door." We had to go into the open air, and 
the word was preached to them. 

The next thing in this divine pattern is this : 
" And they come unto him, bringing one sick 
of the palsy, which was borne of four." Did 
you ever bring a sinner unto Him ? It is one 
thing to bring a person to hear a favourite 
preacher; quite another thing to bring souls 
to Jesus. How soon man may take the place of 
the Lord Jesus in the house. We would esteem 
the servants of the Lord highly in love for their 
work's sake, but the great thing is to come unto 
Him, bringing sin-sick souls. This man was per¬ 
fectly helpless, " was borne of four," and nothing 
could turn them from bringing him to Jesus. 
The press and crowd was great. It is so now. 
But do we know, unless the sinner is brought to 
Jesus Himself, he will be lost for all eternity ? 
Those who came to Jesus were in earnest. O 
Lord, awake us from our indifference. " They 
let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy 
lay." How many an unsaved soul has a bed on 
which he rests, it may even be the law, that 
can only curse him. 

Oh how great was their faith to let both 
the sick man, and that on which he lay, down to 
the feet of Jesus. How unlike this are the 
efforts of thousands in our day. See the vast 
machinery called Christendom; see multitudes of 
professed but mistaken servants of Christ; their 
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great effort is to lift the sick and helpless sinner 
higher, a little higher, make him a little better, a 
little more sober, or a little more holy, and then 
we may have a shadow of a hope that Jesus will 
hear him. Not so our copy: no, the very 
opposite. Just as he was they let him down 
at the feet of Jesus. 0 religious teachers! 
would to God your eyes were opened to see the 
copy. Did Jesus spurn him and them away ? 

" When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the 
sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." 
He did not tell those who brought him, to cure 
the sick man first, and then bring him to Him. 
He did not tell the sick man to get up and walk, 
or climb a little higher. He did not tell him to 
give his sinful heart to God, or to serve God, 
and then he might be brought to Him. No, 
just as he was they brought him to Jesus. They 
did not look to the sick man to improve himself, 
even the least bit. Their faith was not in the 
sick man, but in Jesus. " And when Jesus 
saw their faith." 0 ye preachers of England! 
does Jesus see your faith ? Do you really 
believe Jesus receives sinners just as they are, 
utterly helpless ? Do you bring the sick to Jesus, 
or do you do your utmost to hinder them from 
coming to Jesus just as they are ? 

Hearken to the preacher come from God, the 
Eternal Son, and the Son of man. He says: 
" Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." Header, have 



CHRIST AS A PEEACHEB. 5 

you ever been brought to Jesus just as you were ? 
Have you heard Him ? Has He said to you, 
" Thy sins be forgiven thee " ? What, all your 
sins ? All the sins of youth, of middle age, or it 
may be of old age ? All forgiven—never to be 
remembered again ? Have you heard Jesus 
speak thus to you ? Oh, have you ? 

I think I hear a reader say, Why this is 
contrary to all the religion of the world! Yes, 
that is true; it was so then. The very scribes of 
the religious Jews were astounded. And how 
many now would be filled with hatred at the 
truth of the unmerited grace seen in our copy. 
They would say, No, it is not enough to believe, 
there must be a walk—a holy walk first—or work 
also. Jesus says, " Why reason ye these things 
in your hearts ? Whether is it easier to say 
to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee ; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
walk ?" Now granted there must be a holy walk: 
but the question is just this: Are sins forgiven 
first in free grace ? or is there to be a holy walk 
first, and then sins forgiven ? Well, look at 
Jesus in this divine copy. Most surely forgive¬ 
ness of sins comes first, and then rise up and 
walk. 

Did Jesus tell this poor helpless man to walk 
first, though seeing he could not, and then 
promise him if he did He would forgive his sins ? 
" He saith to the sick of the palsy, I say unto 
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thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way 
into thine house." And immediately he did so. 

How clearly the true gospel shines out in this 
divine picture, but the darkness comprehendeth 
it not. Some are so dark that they would tell 
you no man can know whether his sins are for¬ 
given or not, and thus a poor soul so deceived 
will often say, I cannot believe. Oh think of it. 
Do you say you cannot believe Jesus, simply 
because man says you can never know whether 
He speaks the truth ? If you have never thus 
come to Jesus, God grant that you may come 
just now, and just as you are. You will find 
Him the same Jesus. He freely gives both for¬ 
giveness of sins and the Spirit's power to walk. 

C. S. 

CHARACTER THE TEST OF CREED, 
BY ARCHDEACON FARRAR. 

A CUTTING from a paper, which I judge to.be the 
Christian World, with the above heading, is duly 
received. It is an able exposure of the thinly 
disguised Romanism of England. But is not 
the rationalism of the article as dangerous as the 
ritualism it combats ? The writer says: " We 
may lay it down as an eternal truth, which no 
casuistry can modify, no priestcraft sophisticate, 
no system over-ride, tha t ' WHAT THAT SUPREMK 
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AND SACRED MAJESTY REQUIRES OF US IS INNO¬ 
CENCE ALONE.' " And again: " The lesson I 
would urge is not meant to be polemical, but 
practical. It is to insist upon the truth which 
lies at the heart of all the revelation of CHRIST, 

that we shall be saved neither by our opinions, 
nor by our observances, but simply and solely by 
our character, and by our life, justice, humility, 
purity, the love of truth, the fruits of the Spirit 
—these are worth more than burnt-offering and 
sacrifice." 

And is this the man, and this the doctrine, 
which this religious world delighteth to honour ? 
It only proves what we have ever found, and 
shall find, that the man who denies the eternity 
of the punishment of the wicked, who finally 
rejects Christ, will sooner or later reject the aton¬ 
ing death of the Lord Jesus, the sacrifice offered 
for our sins as the only means of man's salvation. 
And what does F. W. Farrar give us in its place ? 
"What that supreme and sacred majesty requires 
of us is innocence." That we shall be saved solely 
by our character, and by our life justice,humility, 
purity, &c. Now if there be any meaning in 
words, salvation to F. W. Farrar is impossible. 
And if he continues to reject the death of Christ 
as the sacrifice for our sins, he will certainly find 
salvation to him is impossible. To hold this 
creed, he must set aside the whole word of God; 
he must deny that man is a guilty sinner. For 

385-2 



8 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

unquestionably the plain teaching of God's word 
is, that all have sinned, that all are guilty, " That 
there is none righteous." He might have said, 
but I am an exception; but the word says, " No, 
not one." If then all are guilty, how can there 
be one found " innocence." And yet, according to 
F. W. F., this alone is what God requires. He 
thus makes God as ignorant as himself, to require 
what does not and cannot exist"! For by no 
means can the same person be both guilty and 
innocent. 

Could innocence be found in the dying thief ? 
Yet, believing in Jesus, he went straight to 
paradise. 

What kind of a gospel of glad tidings would it 
be to twenty men all proved guilty of some capital 
crime, under sentence of death, for the judge 
to declare that what the majesty of the English 
law demands is innocence—innocence or hanging? 
Truly that is law, the very principle of law; but 
would there be a particle of gospel in that demand 
for innocence? 

And are we to give up the blessed glad tidings 
of free forgiveness through the death and resur¬ 
rection of our Lord Jesus, for this no-gospel of 
innocence of F. W. Farrar ? Which is most 
suited to you, reader, as a guilty sinner—pardon, 
or the demand for what you never can have, 
innocence ? Is it the " love of truth " to teach 
and trust in absolute falsehood ? For it is utterly 
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false to say that we shall be saved solely by our 
character, works, purity, &c. Read Titus ii. 
11-14, and iii. 4-8. The plain teaching of these 
infallible words is this, salvation first, and works 
as fruit afterwards. " Not by works of righteous¬ 
ness which we have done, bat according to his 
mercy he saved us." " This is a faithful saying, 
and these things I will that thou affirm con¬ 
stantly, that they which have believed in God 
might be careful to maintain good works." No 
such a thought is there in scripture as poor guilty 
man returning to the impossible, to innocence. 
Free justification there is, but not through our 
works, or innocence ; but " through the redemp¬ 
tion that is in Christ Jesus." (Rom. iii. 10-28.) 
Could God speak plainer than this ? And could 
man more distinctly contradict God, than does 
this article ? 

This is a question of eternal importance to 
millions; and we do not understand (or if it in 
supposed we misrepresent) this " different gospel" 
of F. W. Farrar—salvation by innocence, and 
good works—let him, lest he sends souls to hell 
by it, tell us how a guilty sinner is to be made 
innocent, or how he is to have eternal salvation, 
and know it. And let not this be his mere 
opinion, but shew it us from the word of God. 
The law was what God required; the gospel 
declares what God gives. The more we know 
God the giver, and the gift, the more we shall 
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delight to serve Him. The importance of the 
subject is our apology for the plain words we 
use. What is the use of objecting to the mere 
idolatry of the ritualists, and at the same time 
teaching this soul-destroying error of salvation 
by works ? Only ignore the infinite value of 
the one atoning sacrifice of Christ, by which the 
worshipper is for ever perfected, and Satan does 
not care what you put in its place. Alas, 
nothing will please men better than their supposed 
innocence and good works. But we never met a 
man yet that was quite sure he had eternal 
salvation on such false grounds. 

God grant, should the reader have been allured 
by these wandering stars, that he may be restored 
by the plain teaching of the word of God. We 
can say after enjoying it through a long life, it is 
more precious every day. And, believing " on 
him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead: 
who was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification," we have this 
blessed assurance of being through Him ac¬ 
counted righteous before God: " Therefore being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
[not our own innocence, or character, or good 
works, but through] our Lord Jesus Christ." 
(Rom. iv. 24, 25; v. 1.) Thankful should we 
be if F. W. Farrar is ever able to say the same. 

C.S. 
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QUESTIONS OF INTEREST 

RELATING TO THE COMING OP CHBIST AND 
HIS REIGN ON EAETH. 

WE have noticed lately, as the coming of Christ 
draws nearer and nearer, that many Christians 
who have spent years in complete darkness on 
these subjects, are being stirred up to serious 
inquiry. Take the following extract from a 
letter before me :— 

" I now wish for a little more light on the 
church during the millennial reign. You say 
in harmony with Joel that Christ will come to 
this earth and gather the living nations for 
judgment. Will Christ, in administering judg¬ 
ment, and the after blessing, be on this earth 
during His one thousand years' reign ? In your 
tract on the millennial reign, page 9, you imply 
that the saints will look down upon this earth. 
If so, how will the church be reigning with 
Christ ? Will not the church be helping to 
administer in the government of the earth during 
the millennial reign, in harmony with the parable 
of the ten pounds in Luke xix. 17, ' Have thou 
authority over ten cities;' and so with the five 
pounds ?" 

Let us turn to the scriptures for answers to 
these questions—questions evidently on the 
minds of great numbers of Christians. It will bo 



12 THINGS NEW AND OLD. 

important to notice what we find in the Old 
Testament as to God's purpose of blessing to this 
earth, centering in the people of Israel. " When 
the Most High divided to the nations their in¬ 
heritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, 
he set the bounds of the people according to the 
number of the children of Israel. For the Lord's 
portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his 
inheritance." (Deut. xxxii. 8, 9.) " Yea, he loved 
the people ; all his saints are in thy hand: and 
they sat down at thy feet; every one shall re¬ 
ceive of thy words." (Deut. xxxiii. 3.) These and 
all the words of Jehovah shall be fulfilled to 
them, His chosen nation. 

The Psalms are largely occupied with the 
sufferings of their Messiah, and the sufferings of 
the remnant of Israel. And after the sufferings, 
the reign of Christ, Jehovah, Messiah. In Psalm 
ii. the kings and rulers of the earth take counsel 
against Him, " Yet have I set my king upon my 
holy hill of Zion." He asks for the inheritance 
of the earth for judgment, but asks not for it 
during the period of the church being gathered. 
See John xvii. 9. 

We thus learn that the millennial reign will 
be brought about, not by the gospel, but by 
judgments. Then in Psalm viii. we have a 
greatly enlarged view of the millennial glory of 
Christ, " 0 Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy 
iu.mc in all the earth ! who hast set thy glory 
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above the heavens." And though there is not 
one word in this Psalm about the church, yet the 
Spirit in Paul refers to it, as applicable to the 
great truth of Christ the Head of the church: 
" And hath put all things under his feet, and 
gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all." (Eph. i. 19-23.) The 
apostle does not go on to quote Psalm viii. 7, 8. 
He carefully distinguishes between the celestial 
and terrestrial glory of the kingdom. We must 
keep this distinction before us in our inquiry: 
the glory above the heavens; and His kingdom 
and glory on the earth. 

If you now read Psalm Ixxii. you will have 
no difficulty in seeing that this is entirely the 
theme of the earthly dominion of Jesus, as Israel's 
Messiah. But over the whole earth, " He shall 
have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth." (Ver. 8.) The 
Psalms will become a deeply interesting study if 
we read them as referring to God's future deal¬ 
ings with His ancient people. " In Judah is God 
known: his name is great in Israel. In Salem 
also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in 
Zion." (Ps. Ixxvi. 1, 2.) 

We are told expressly that it is Israel that is 
before the mind of the Lord in the prophecy of 
Isaiah: " The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem." (Isa. ii. 1.) 
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No doubt the Holy Ghost often uses these 
precious chapters to the Christian. Indeed, as 
in the Psalms, we see a far wider range of the 
glories of Jehovah Jesus, than only as the 
Messiah of Israel, " For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even for ever." (Isa. ix. 6, 7.) 

That child, who is the mighty God, &c., has 
been born, and rejected by Israel. Yet He must 
be established on the throne of David, according 
to these words of God. True, there is no state¬ 
ment as to His being on the earth, or the church 
with Him during the one thousand years. 

That in chapter xi., which gives a very full 
description of His millennial kingdom, is all on 
earth. And the same judgment as is named in 
Psalrn ii. 9 is shewn to be the prelude to the 
millennial kingdom. " He shall smite the earth 
with the rod of his mouth," &c. (Ver. 4.) Then 
the peaceful millennium, when the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. Israel and Judah are gathered 
from the ends of the earth. Yet there is no 
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evidence again of the residence of the Messiah 
during the one thousand years. No doubt there 
is a reason for this, and that reason will yet be 
plain to us, as we go on. Yet He is in the midst. 
" Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for 
great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of 
thee." (Chap. xii. 6.) "And it shall be said in 
that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, and he will save us : this is the LORD ; 
we have waited for him, we will be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation." Read chapter xxv. 6-9. 

Precious also are the promises to Israel in 
Isaiah lii., and then the atoning death of the 
Lord Jesus in chapter liii., and the blessing as the 
result in chapter liv., and when iniquity has come 
to the full, chapter lix., then the Redeemer shall 
come to Zion. (Ver. 20.) As Paul also quotes in 
Romans xi., when the time of the kingdom and 
glory is come to Israel: " Arise, shine ; for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee," &c. But still not one word as to the 
church being on the earth with Christ. (Is.lx. 1.) 

Let us read Isaiah Ixi. carefully. We know 
that verse 1 and half of verse 2, as quoted by the 
Lord in Luke iv., refers to His presence then on 
earth. And though as to His body He is now 
above all heavens, yet all through this period of 
the church He still continues through His gifts 
to proclaim here the acceptable year of the Lord. 
It is actually the jubilee up to this moment. He 


